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SAN MIGUEL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

POSITION:  AUXILIARY OPERATOR 
 

SUMMARY 

The Auxiliary Operator conducts duties in a manner that ensures overall plant safety and efficiency, 

record readings for auxiliary equipment on a regular basis, determine need for equipment repairs, 

communicate equipment problems and solutions among co-workers, and perform other duties as required. 

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES include the following. Other duties may be 

assigned. 

 Controls and maintains auxiliary equipment (pumps, fans, heat exchangers, and condensers; fuel 

oil system; potable water systems; fire mains; cooling water; service water; ash, lignite, and 

limestone handling; power centers; switchyard; boiler; turbines, etc.). 

 Assists in control and maintenance of coal crushers and conveying equipment. 

 Conducts regular rounds to check equipment for unusual temperatures, noises, vibrations, and 

pressures; and checks oil levels and alignment.   

 Keeps logs, charts, visual, and audible inspections on equipment and materials; and submits 

reports. 

 Diagnoses equipment problems and reports need for major equipment repairs. 

 Cleans, oils, and makes minor adjustments to machinery. Shovels coal spillage onto conveyors. 

Inspects and cleans chutes. Walks conveyors to check for safety hazards. 

 Cleans lignite, ash, fuel oil, and gear oil spills. Starts and stops equipment. 

 Operates valves and switches. Transports personnel and equipment around plant and mine. 

 Loads and unloads trucks. Participates in rescue and fire brigade activities. 

 Performs plant-wide housekeeping duties. Starts lignite stackout system to deliver lignite to 

appropriate silo. Assists in dumping truck loads in hopper. 

 Inspects lignite stackout system, conveyors, zero speed switches, feeder belts, gauges, chutes, 

motors, belts, bearings, idlers, gearboxes, oil levels, temperatures, and pressure gauges. 

 Maintains cleanliness and safety of work environment, including yard maintenance. 

 Starts and stops lignite conveyor system, rotary breaker, and feeders. 

 Confers with Supervisor for silo levels and obtains correct seams of coal into appropriate silo, as 

necessary. Unloads bottom ash from dewatering bins into mine trucks. 

 Washes dewatering bin screens with fire hose, cleans coal off of silos, and blows slabs clean with 

high pressure air hose. 

 Operates front-end loader to perform several tasks including cleaning bottom ash area, hauling 

and stacking gravel, gathering coal chunks for recycling, pushing ready pile into feeders, and 

assisting in plant cleanup. 

 Performs Lockout/ Tagout as directed.   
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REQUIRED EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE 

HS/GED, plus one year of power plant experience.  Stackout system experience and front-end loader 

experience are preferred.. Must have lockout/tagout experience.  

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, and ABILITIES 
Knowledge of the control and maintenance of auxiliary equipment and machinery operations, power plant 

facility safety practices, and operations of lignite stackout and coal seams.  Skilled in conducting effective 

and confident communications, working with varied personalities, troubleshooting equipment and 

machinery operations, and repairing equipment and machinery.  Ability to complete 41 TPC and 20 NUS 

training courses, operate heavy equipment, various valves and electrical switchgear, safety equipment, 

and power and hand tools. 

CERTIFICATES, LICENSES, REGISTRATIONS 
Class C Operator’s License. 
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