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pockets
of light
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h 
ow do you make a mid-centu-
ry modern Californian-style 
home with Asian influences 

f i t  o n  a  st re e t  f u l l  of  t ra d i t i o n a l 
ranch houses? 

H o w  d o  y o u  m a k e  a  4 , 8 0 0 
s q u a r e - f e e t  m u l t i - l e v e l  h o m e 
seem inconspicuous when the av-
erage home on that  same street 

has a footprint of less than 2,000 
square-feet?

It  needs an angled roof to bring 
the scale down. It needs to be built 
further back on the lot. The highest 
point of  the house needs to be in 
the middle.

“ We  wa n t e d  t h e  h o u s e  t o  fe e l 
that it  f it  into the neighborhood,” 

Eddie Maestri  says. 
T h e  c u s t o m  h o m e  b u i l t  f o r  a 

fa m i l y  o f  t h re e  n e a r  t h e  R i d ge -
wood Hil ls neighborhood is being 
featured on the 17th Annual  AIA 
D a l l a s  To u r  o f  H o m e s . M a e s t r i , 
owner of  Maestr i  Studio, guided 
the project from the blueprints to 
the l ighting f ixtures. 

Above: The dining  room is in a jutted alcove with a one-story roofline.  Right: The half bath on the first floor features the herringbone 
flooring found in the dining room and contrasting  black hardware.
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Or in his words, “everything at-
tached to the house.”

A nod to mid-century modern, 
the house uti l izes l ighter woods 
with contrasting black hardware. 
The s lated wooden wal ls, often 
se e n  i n  J a pa n ese  a rc h i te c t u re, 
create warmth and texture. 

The three bedroom and 3 1/2 
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Above: The master suite has an adjoining outdoor space. Top right: The outdoor dining  
space featuring the two-sided fireplace. Bottom right: A jade stone creates a spa-like 

experience in the master bathroom. 

bath house’s first f loor has an open-concept kitchen, a master suite with an 
adjacent home off ice and dining space accented by herringbone f looring.

“We wanted to have a couple of areas that felt  different but with a con-
tinuity of  the woods just to make it  feel  a bit  more special  and more of a 
design element,” Maestri  says.

A piece of  artwork brought back from a tr ip to China is highl ighted in 
a niche, tucked into the end of an elongated hal lway. The second story’s 
glass f loor serves as a see-through cei l ing in the hal lway.

“We try to make each space very, very meaningful,” he says.
Multiple courtyards bump out from the house creating indoor outdoor 

spaces, which makes the home ideal for entertaining. There’s a tight porch 
that features a double-sided gas f ireplace. Light f i lters through the large 
windows. The bathroom has a bathtub in front of a window that overlooks 
the outdoor shower.

“Just l itt le ins and outs here and there for them to enjoy,” Maestri  says.
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