Che Dallas Morning News

Maestri Studio renovation breathes new life
into historic 1930s Lakewood Tudor home

Playing up original Gothic details mixed with inspiration from the owners’ travels, the home
strikes a classic balance between dark and moody and light and bright.
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In this moody space, Maestri and his team used Farrow & Ball Studio Green paint for the ceiling and walls; the trim and wood are original to
the 1931 home. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)
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Years ago, Eddie Maestri’s clients purchased one of his first renovation projects in Dallas, so when they
stumbled upon their newfound dream home, a 1931 Tudor with fairy-tale charm in Lakewood’s
Conservation District, they knew they could trust him to restore it. By this time, Maestri had established
a successful architecture, interior and landscape design firm — among other successful artistic
endeavors — all bearing his name.

He arrived to find the home had an addition dating back to the ‘gos. “It wasn’t bad, it’s just that it was
done at the time, for that style. So when our clients approached us with this house and what they wanted
to achieve, we decided to tear off a lot of that addition and rework it,” he says. Thankfully, there was also
a lot to work with in the home, including wood paneling in a beautiful stain, rich red oak flooring and
unique Tudor Gothic details the clients loved.

“They wanted the house to feel like a classic home with a timeless feel, and to pull inspiration from
different places they had been — a little bit of California, a little bit of New York. For example, in their
parlor, we used a high-end hotel feel. We wanted a mix of dark and moody, and then also a mix of really
light and bright spaces.”

With reverence not only for the original 1930’s architecture of the home, but for the conservation
district, Maestri and his team had lofty plans right from the start. “The biggest thing was that we wanted
the house to have even more character than it originally had. Everything we did we used as an
opportunity to pay homage to that period. The goal was for it to feel original, and to really respect the
district.”

In keeping with the requirements of the Lakewood Conservation District, updates to the front of the home included a fresh coat of paint for
the brick and trim, gas lanterns from Flambeaux Lighting and a new front door that could easily pass for the original. (Jenifer McNeil
Baker)



In order to obey the guidelines of the conservation district, the home’s front elevation had little more
than cosmetic updates. “The client wanted to paint the brick, which I know can be a little controversial.
Essentially, it was very dark in front of the house. They wanted the whole thing to be updated and feel
fresh, so all of the brick and trim was painted,” Maestri says. “We did a brand-new front door with the
leaded glass, then added the gas lanterns.”
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The updated kitchen was designed to feel nostalgic and modern at the same time. Walls and cabinetry painted in Sherwin-Williams
Alabaster create the perfect backdrop for a custom island in plain sawn white oak. Nuage quartzite on the island and titanium leathered
granite on the perimeter countertops provide contrast. Rycroft Flush Mount lights from Currey & Company replace can lighting from a
1990's era reno. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)

As the starting point for the whole home, Maestri completely reconfigured the first floor and redid the
kitchen to serve as the central heart of the home. “The goal was to use a lot of the original details in the

house, like the Gothic arches,” he says.

That meant doing away with the remnants from that 1990s reno. “We wanted everything we did to have
longevity and an authentic feel, so we avoided things like using can lights. Overall, we knew the kitchen
should feel like it had always been there.”

Custom cabinetry, including new leaded glass doors, conceals the refrigerator and provides a place to
stash modern-day kitchen essentials. Maestri also added a few vintage touches. “We did an antique
mirror backsplash. It’s opposite French doors to make the space feel bigger, but also to bounce that light
back into the kitchen,” he says.
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Maestri's clients wanted the home to feel light and airy but remain true to the traditional elements found in Tudor-style residences. In this
living space, the ceiling light is Arteriors’' Hadya pendant. The ceiling and walls are covered in Sherwin-Williams Alabaster. Maestri custom-
designed the sofa and pillows. The coffee table is Four Hands' Helen style, and the TV is a Samsung Frame model. On the floor is a semi-
antique Iranian rug. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)

Updates in the family room included a new Tudor Gothic-shaped mantel, built-in shelving and French
doors to bring in natural light. “It’s a little bit more casual, cozy but still chic,” Maestri says. He painted
the room and much of the house in Sherwin-Williams Alabaster, designed a custom sofa and
reupholstered the client’s existing wicker chairs and pillows. A Samsung frame TV doubles as art.



“We wanted the back of the house to be just as pretty as the front,” Maestri says. To that end, he added two uncluttered seating areas and
an awning that could be straight out of Hollywood’s golden age. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)

The clients also asked for a covered outdoor living area, a feature that can create a bit of a challenge for
designers. “Adding a porch to the back of a house is kind of a double-edged sword because you lose a lot
of natural light,” Maestri says. As a solution, he added three sets of French doors and got creative with
the covering. “We wanted something that wasn’t as heavy as a porch roof, something a little more
delicate, so we added the awning,” he says. “It also gives the space a nostalgic Beverly Hills flair and a
little more character.”



In the dark and moody parlor, the team preserved the original trim stain color and painted the walls and ceiling in Farrow & Ball Studio
Green No. 93. Wildwood’s Angelica chair and Bernhardt’s Joli swivel chair create the illusion of being collected over time, especially when

paired with the antique table and Iranian rug. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)

In the front of the house sits a room designed for entertaining adults, with a large bay window providing
natural light from the front of the home. “We wanted this space to feel collected, a little bit like a high-
end boutique hotel lounge. So we set up the room to have a couple of different seating arrangements,”
Maestri says. “It already had the wood paneling on the wall, and we loved that. We wanted to keep that
and make it an original feature. And then in this room in particular we went with the dark and moody

route,” he says.



A new powder bath added during the renovations includes heavy moldings and a custom vanity. “We

went a bit more formal in that space, but also wanted it to feel nostalgic,” Maestri says.

Maestri went to great lengths to ensure the new
addition seemed original to the house. In the
stairway, he added a door with the same Tudor
Gothic shape seen throughout the home. “It was
such a unique, interesting detail. We wanted to
really bring out the details throughout the house so
you wouldn'’t be able to tell what was done in the
1930s versus now,” he says.

The butler's pantry features a titanium leathered granite counter,

cabinet and drawer pulls by Rocky Mountain Hardware, Newport

Brass' polished nickel Chesterfield faucet and Thomas Traders'

square satin Coco sink in unlacquered brass. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)

In the new addition, Maestri added a closet door in the same Tudor

Gothic shape the original architect used throughout the home, then
added Arto concrete floor tile and Visual Comfort sconces
McNeil Baker)

(Jenifer

During the renovation, a bump out on the side of the house created space for a sophisticated butler’s

pantry that sits between the kitchen and dining room and doubles as a home bar. Maestri designed

custom shelving for adult beverages and painted the space in a dramatic contrast of Sherwin-Williams

Mount Edna and Silverpointe.



See more images of this Lakewood home:
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[2/11] Golden hardware shines in the home's half bath, which also features rich paneling in a similar hue. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)



[3/11] The 1930s home boasts 4,821 square feet and features five bedrooms, including this calming space. The paint is Sherwin-Williams' Alabaster, with
Pediment used for trim. The curtain and rod are custom by Maestri. A Ralph Lauren Evans swing-arm sconce provides light over the bed. (Jenifer
McNeil Baker)

[4/11] There are four and a half baths spread throughout the home. Honey-toned wood cabinets (with hardware by Nest Studio) brings warmth into
this bathroom. The tile is by Renaissance. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)



[5/11] The kitchen offers abundant storage as well as top-of-the-line appliances. The lattice pattern on the glass cabinet windows pays tribute to Tudor
style. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)
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[6/11] Another staircase is just off the dining area. Drapes in the dining room are Schumacher fabric with Samuel & Sons trim. The colorful artwork is by
Robin Ewing, via Maestri Gallery. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)



[7/11] In this moody space, Maestri and his team used Farrow & Ball Studio Green paint for the ceiling and walls. The trim and wood are original to the
1931 home. The sofa and pillows were custom-designed by Maestri, while the chairs are Four Hands' Hawkins style. Four Hands also designed the
Nomad rug and Denzel coffee table. The sconces are Arteriors’' Upson fixtures. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)

[8/11] Warm woods are set against the marble atop the vanity and the tile floors in this bathroom. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)



[10/11] A Dutch door lets the breeze inside in a mudroom area. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)



[11/11] Windows across the back of the home invite in natural light. Lanterns add to the home's appeal. (Jenifer McNeil Baker)



