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General Lewis Inn Greenbrier Valley Brewing Company

Left: The wiskey tanks at Smooth Ambler

ALL PHOTOS BY CHRIS MILITZER
to the coffee service carts right outside your room in the morning. 
The owners have gone above and beyond to provide their guests 
with a comfortable home away from home, and pay attention to 
these small details. For example, after leaving my room to explore 
the cut from a Hallmark Christmas movie main street, I sloppily 
left my phone charger cord across the bed as most of us do. 
Returning in the evening, I found my cable neatly coiled, and tied 
with a decorative ribbon, something I have never had happen and 
was definitely appreciated.

The Inn also has an amazing dining area on site, using local ingre-
dients and providing the diner with names of the farms you’ll be 
eating from. For brunch, I had the shrimp and grits with an egg, 
one of the best and most unique versions I’ve had of this favorite 
dish of mine.

Conveniently, there is also the Thistle Lounge just off the lobby, 
serving craft cocktails containing spirits from the local distillery, 
Smooth Ambler, as well as beers from Greenbrier Valley Brewing 
Company. This is a highly recommended stop before venturing 
out. The drinks are great, and watching them being created is a 
show itself. The homemade flavored bitters such as black pepper, 
lavender and rosemary are unique and delicious, but the friendly 
conversation between everyone in the lounge area was really 
something to enjoy. Again, one of those small details that made 
this place special.

THE ARTS

For a town of just 4,000 people, Lewisburg has a shockingly 
artsy and cosmopolitan vibe. Boasting one of only four Carnegie 
Halls in the world, in addition to the Greenbrier Valley Theater, 
this small town attracts world class performances. While there, I 

caught a comedic version of the Complete Works of Shakespeare. 
Afterwards, the nightlife of the town is just a few steps away, mak-
ing it a convenient continuation of date night if one so desired. 

There are also no less than five galleries in town, full of fine art, 
photography (my favorite), jewelry, handmade furniture, and fine 
crafts. Again, a remarkable amount for such a small population, 
lending even more credit to their culture card.

BEVERAGES

Smooth Ambler. Born from an idea conceived on a flight and 
written in the margin of a magazine, this world class distillery 
has some delicious whiskey products coming out the door and 
an obscene amount of fun going on inside. The enjoyment that 
everyone there gets from their job is contagious and really 
makes their tasting and tour worth the visit to just outside of 
town. If you’ve ever been interested in seeing all that goes into 
making a high quality whiskey, this is a stop that can’t be missed. 
smoothambler.com

Greenbrier Valley Brewing Company. Conveniently located just 
across the road from Smooth Ambler is Greenbrier Valley Brewing 
Company. The brewery/taproom houses a fairly large 3-vessel, 
17-barrel brew house with 640-barrel fermentation capacity. In 
other words, they make a lot of beer. With beer names that are 
themed around West Virginia legends and mythology such as 
The Mothman, the tasty beverages are served in a taproom built 
with salvaged pallets and bourbon barrels from Smooth Ambler 
that will remind you of hanging out in a friend’s basement as a 
teen. But one where you can play cornhole and disc golf inside! 
gvbeer.com

Greenbrier Valley, WV
We explored the impressive arts and culture scene in Lewisburg

BY CHRIS MILITZER

Possibly the most popular attraction in 
the Greenbrier Valley of West Virginia is its 
namesake resort, The Greenbrier. Not to 
overlook this fine property, but after learning 
that United Airlines had launched direct service 
between Greenbrier County and Chicago 
O’Hare, as well as Dulles Airport, I thought 
surely there must be more going on the valley 
than meets the eye. 

This lead me to the discovery that the Greenbrier County town 
of Lewisburg has been named one of the top 100 Best Small Arts 
Towns in America as well as America’s Coolest Small Town by 
Frommer’s Budget Travel Magazine. That’s a lofty title, so I wanted 
to see just what makes this town of just 4,000 people so cool. 

Despite the new addition of a quick flight out of Dulles, I was 
looking forward to a scenic drive through the mountains, so I took 
advantage of Alexandria Living Magazine’s partnership with GM 
and hopped into a 2019 Chevy Traverse with so much technology 
packed into it, that United plane would blush with envy. 

As luck would have it, the route to Lewisburg was hit with a snow 
and ice storm as I left, and then freezing fog while I was visiting, 
making my All Wheel Drive sleigh an even wiser choice for the trip. 
The mountain terrain along this drive really is a sight to behold, 
and other than a stretch along the dreaded I-81, the trip is quite 
smooth and easy. (Gazing out of the window at the beauty along 
the way did cause the Traverse’s lane departure warning to nudge 
me back in line once or twice, I must admit.) 

HOTEL 

The Historic General Lewis Inn. Believe it or not, there is more than 
one place to stay in the Greenbrier Valley. Of course I’m being 
sarcastic, but hearing so much about The Greenbrier itself, I was 
shocked that more people don’t know about The Historic General 
Lewis Inn in Lewisburg. The 1834 and 1928 buildings are set 
right at the end of the main street through town and walkable to 
pretty much everything you’d want to do. While it was too cold 
to admire all of the beautiful grounds outside, recent renova-
tions have really added to the charm of this boutique hotel. 
generallewisinn.com

Small things stood out and really added up, from the beautiful 
bottle of spring water in the room, the old school brass key fobs, 

TRAVEL
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Downtown Lewisburg

Herns Mill Bridge In Lewisburg, WV

The Livery Tavern

The French Goat

Enjoy a carriage ride in Colonial Williamsburg or golf at Kingsmill Resort’s River 
golf course

TRAVEL

Williamsburg, VA
What’s old is new again in Williamsburg. 
Where to dine, play and stay.

BY CHRIS MILITZER

I admit, I long thought of Williamsburg as a 
target for the fourth grade field trip. A place 
to visit ye olde candle maker shop to see how 
home lighting was created before there was 
Home Depot, or to catch a few winks while a 
well meaning re-enactor went through their 
performance. However, the area has really 
come into its own these days. 

With an emerging culinary scene, new craft breweries popping up, 
and a youthful entrepreneurial spirit, the Greater Williamsburg 
area is making its case for being a destination well worth your 
weekend. Don’t get me wrong, you can still visit the wig shop to 
see the amazing effort that goes into creating those things, and 
talented actors still roam the streets of Colonial Williamsburg 

lending an authenticity unlike anywhere else, but now their show 
is artfully crafted with diverse perspectives in mind, and ye olde 
candle shop is a 45,000 square foot Yankee Candle flagship con-
taining nearly a half million candles.

LODGING

With its two 18-hole championship golf courses, and 1, 2, or 
3-bedroom condos, traditional guestrooms, and even vacation 
homes, Kingsmill Resort shows why it has earned its AAA Four-
Diamond review. This really is a beautiful property: The early 
morning marina views are simply outstanding if you’re an early 
riser. If not, the indoor/outdoor pools, spa, fitness center, four 
restaurants, and more will be there waiting for you when you 
manage to get up and out. My in-depth research has shown that 
night owls will appreciate that good times are to be had at a few 
of those restaurants (Elements 1010) until late at night.

DINING

Stardust Cafe. A fun cafe run by the same family as the General Lewis Inn, provid-
ing equally great attention to detail. Well made sandwiches and salads for lunch, 
with elevated items like lamb burgers and braised pork shank for dinners. 
stardustcafewv.com

Food and Friends. Casual yet upscale food with steaks, chops, seafood and pas-
tas on the menu. Steaks are cut on site and have been featured on The Food 
Network’s “Best of…” series. After tasting the whiskey ribeye with caramelized 
onions and bourbon glaze, I can tell you why! foodandfriendslewisburgwv.com

Del Sol Cantina. An enthusiastic crowd was around the lively bar watching WVU 
sports while I was there. Add in unique specialty pizzas, and Tex-Mex food with 
typical bar food standards to enjoy as well. facebook.com/DelSolCantinaGrille

Livery Tavern. This definitely embodies the look of a true tavern, with dark 
woods, exposed beams and hearty, meaty dishes. The fireplace was not only 
welcome for the ambiance but also the heat on a cold evening. Excellent 
cocktails and fall-off-the-bone chops made for a happy, full belly on a winter 
night. liverytavern.com

The French Goat. A casual French Bistro in somewhat rural West Virginia with 
an over-the-top Bloody Mary, my meal included tater tots and bacon, served 
with seared pork belly, poached eggs, Anson Mills grits and wilted greens. 
Did I mention this town has surprises? The dinner menu has other treats 
such as crispy duck and charred short rib, leading me to plan a return trip. 
Thefrenchgoat.com

OTHER THINGS TO DO 

Greenbrier Valley Trail and River. A 78-mile trail along a former railroad line that 
follows the Greenbrier river, it’s the longest trail such as this in the state of West 
Virginia, crossing 35 bridges and rolling through many towns along the way. 
While you might not make it that far, you don’t need too long of a journey along 
this easy, walkable path to take in the gorgeous river views and more than a few 
small waterfalls along the way.

Shopping. Along with shops carrying local craft work, fine arts, jewelry, there are 
antiques, specialty wines and beers, and glassware. There is also an excellent 
outfitter that carries everything you need for the outdoors such as backpack-
ing gear, kayaks and fly fishing equipment. Keep your eyes open on the way to 
Smooth Ambler and Greenbrier Valley Brewing and you might see a beef jerky 
outlet that carries beef, turkey, deer, and wild boar jerkies. 

Walking Tours. Looking to burn off all these meals and drinks? There is also a 
nicely laid out, self-guided walking tour of town, showcasing the many histor-
ical elements of town such as Confederate Cemeteries, Carnegie Hall, historic 
homes and other buildings.

All kidding aside, I was really pleasantly surprised by Lewisburg. I went look-
ing to see what made this the coolest small town and what I found was a very 
worldly place in what I incorrectly assumed would be a typically sheltered rural 
mountain area. 

In Lewisburg, I found a place that would be great for a couples weekend, full of 
fine dining, and maybe catching a show or doing a little shopping, but it would 
also be a good spot for a few friends to do a little hiking, catch some live music, 
and grab some drinks. 
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The Williamsburg Winery Sunrise over Kingsmill Resort marina

Southern country ham board from Amber Ox

Paella from La TiendaDig in Jamestown

The American Revolution Museum at Yorktown

Williamsburg is also home to another one of the best hotels in 
North America, The Williamsburg Inn. A top-notch luxurious ex-
perience, with no detail overlooked from furnishings to food and 
beverage, this places takes pride in its service. It features in-house 
fine dining, spa service, swimming, and views of a photo-worthy 
golf course from the upgraded Social Terrace and its 7,000 square 
feet of entertaining area. 

HISTORY

My goal in this visit was to showcase some of the other activities 
available in the Greater Williamsburg area that maybe aren’t as 
well known in Northern Virginia. I love walking around Colonial 
Williamsburg and seeing history come to life, or roaming the 
grounds of Jamestown and literally seeing history unearthed. 
Busch Gardens’ Loch Ness Monster will always be my favorite 
roller coaster, but we already know and love those places. 

What surprised me was just how much I liked the American 
Revolution Museum at Yorktown. The museum provides an ex-
citing new experience that tells the story in a fun and interactive 
way with period artifacts, artillery demonstrations, and honestly 
the best and most-captivating “museum film” I have ever seen. 
I shouldn’t even describe it as such, as it is much more with an 
enthralling story line shown on a 180-degree big screen, superb 
sound effects, and — if that didn’t catch my interest enough — the 
fog filling the theater while we watched transported me right onto 
the battlefield. A highlight of my trip.

DINING

Amber Ox. Created by two long-time friends, The Amber Ox Public 
House features a Southern-styled menu that changes with what is 
seasonally available. The new entrepreneurial drive that is going 
strong in this community flows right into the Amber Ox concept, 
with the owners helping support more than 20 local farmers and 
fish suppliers, while at the same time providing fresh ingredi-
ents to diners. The southern country ham board on the menu 
is a ridiculously good way to start your meal. After taking down 
the S. Edward & Son Country Ham, Johnston County prosciutto, 
bacon jam, pimento cheese and biscuits, you might be inclined 
to call it quits. But in the Revolutionary way, soldier on and try 
the chicken and waffles or the beef braised short rib… you will 
thank me. Be sure to wash all of that goodness down with one 
of their Precarious Beer Project brews! Precarious is the brewing 
project started inside Amber Ox, which due to its success should 
be branching out into its own beer hall in the summer of 2019. 
theamberox.com

La Tienda. This Spanish market and restaurant carrying products 
from all over Spain should be on your list. I wish I had more time 
to look through all of the foods and handmade products available 
here, but the smells from the kitchen proved too strong to fight. 
Give yourselves a few extra minutes to browse before moving 
on to what was the best paella I have ever had. All of the tapas I 
was able to try were delicious, including creamy ham and cheese 
croquettes, as well as perfectly fried calamari — but the paella will 
stick with me until my next visit! tienda.com

WINE

The Williamsburg Winery. Located right in the sweet spot of Virginia 
history, the Williamsburg Winery is surrounded by Colonial 
Williamsburg, Yorktown, and Jamestown, and all just a short 
drive away. A perfect spot to take a break while visiting those 
places, but also a spot worthy of its own trip. The staff is friendly, 
approachable, and knowledgeable about the wine making craft 
with delicious varieties of Virginia wine. It must have to do with 
the classical tunes being played to the wine filled barrels as they 
spend their days getting ready for your visit. Wine aside, a hidden 
gem is the food coming out of here from Chef David McClure. 
Seriously: He got me to eat beets and left me wanting more, yet 
another significant moment in Virginia history. Everything coming 
out of the kitchen is delicious here, and well-paired with the home 
grown wines. williamsburgwinery.com 

Craft Beer: The Virginia Beer Company. One of my favorite stops 
along the route for this trip had to be The Virginia Beer Company. 
Founded by former classmates at William and Mary, both were 
sucked into the world of finance until making their triumphant 
escape to return to what they loved: beer. Ok, they also loved the 
Williamsburg area, their school, and giving back to the communi-
ty, but ultimately they wanted to make really good beer in a fun 
atmosphere. They like what they do and it shows. Sixteen rotating 
beer selections are available, with new ones being created weekly 
to keep your interest. These guys 
aren’t afraid to try new things, 
so in that spirit and with some 
prodding by owner Chris Smith, 
I stepped outside my bitter IPA 
world and tried a pumpkin beer, 
one of my least favorite types 
of brews out there. I thoroughly 
enjoyed it, lived to fight (drink) 
another day, and I’d happily fol-
low these brewers into any beer 
battle. virginiabeerco.com

OTHER THINGS TO TRY

Resolved, An American Experiment. This is a well-written and nicely 
performed piece of museum theater which immerses you into 
the happenings of the 5th Virginia Convention. You get to see the 
actions and feelings of the diverse population of that time, not 
just the history as told by the Founding Fathers. It’s an interesting 
and important view of the decisions that began our country and 
well worth a watch. colonialwilliamsburg.com/plan/calendar/
capitol-immersive-theatre-experience

Colonial Williamsburg Taste Studio. This was another very fun 
surprise on this journey, and one that was filled with more 
delicious food, so no complaints there. It’s a full demonstration 
kitchen where the outstanding chefs of Colonial Williamsburg 
interact with an audience as they create culinary masterpiec-
es, you then get to eat. Providing a cooking lesson as well as 
insight into the workings of the Colonial Williamsburg Resorts’ 
gastronomical scene, all while consuming some really great food 
and maybe a beer or cocktail sampling to go along with it all. 
colonialwilliamsburg.com/eat/taste-studio-resorts

Yorktown Riverwalk Landing. Set alongside the York River with 
picturesque views is a collection of locally-owned shops and 
restaurants. Try the Riverwalk Restaurant, serving steaks and 
seafood, or grab a Sunday brunch during your stay. Patriot Tours 
and Provisions has bike rentals and even guided Segway tours to 
help you explore the riverside when your done eating. During the 
warmer months you can even hop on a schooner here and sail 
the river for a while before heading back home.

What’s old is new again. Just 2.5 hours down the road, 
Williamsburg is working on reinventing itself using the same spirit 
and innovation that started our country. I really enjoyed my time 
there in seeing what they are coming up with, and how they are 
making even the familiar seem fresh. This is a quick weekend trip 
that should definitely be on your roadmap.


