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Columbus, as you will read in the below list of awards, is by far the best city in the Country, and, in fact, 

the World. Unlike every other major city in the world, Columbus, Ohio, has not peaked. 

Many cities have seen their heyday and fallen from grace and faltered in their recovery. 

Columbus, however, has the best library in the country, the best zoo in the country, the best science center 

in America, and America’s largest University. This may have led it to being known as the one of the 

7 Smartest Cities in the World and why we won the U.S. Department of Transportation $40 million Smart 

City Challenge. We have so much more potential. We may not be as pretty as Paris or Venice or even 

New York, but Columbus has personality. 

Columbus has been named: 

·     One of the 6 Best Big Cities by Time Money Magazine 

·     A Mecca for Designers and Fashionistas 

·     The Most Underrated City in America for Gay Travelers 

·     One of Top 3 Best Cities for Black-Owned Small Businesses 

·     Best City in America for Single Women 

·     One of Top 6 “American Dream Cities” 

·     One of the top 6 “Arts & Culture” Cities – beating out San Fran and NYC! 

·     Number ONE Opportunity City according to Forbes 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/entreprenerd
http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2010/05/awards/2010-library-of-the-year-columbus-metropolitan-library/
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/business/2009/06/15/numbertwo.ART_ART_06-15-09_A8_SLE5GNR.html
http://www.parents.com/fun/vacation/us-destinations/best-science-centers/
http://www.parents.com/fun/vacation/us-destinations/best-science-centers/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_United_States_university_campuses_by_enrollment
http://www.intelligentcommunity.org/columbus_ohio
http://www.columbus.gov/smartcolumbus/
http://www.columbus.gov/smartcolumbus/
http://www.columbusunderground.com/columbus-named-one-of-the-6-best-big-cities-by-money-magazine
http://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2013/07/11/columbus-ohio-shopping-boutiques-stores/2508723/
http://gaytravel.about.com/od/placestogo/tp/underrated_gay.htm
http://www.thumbtack.com/blog/smb/?utm_campaign=10079-269257&utm_source=10079&utm_medium=referral&irgwc=1
http://www.citiesjournal.com/columbus-ohio-is-the-best-city-for-straight-single-women/
http://strengtheningbrandamerica.com/tools/2013-american-dream-cities/
http://www.propertyshark.com/Real-Estate-Reports/2014/07/28/top-20-u-s-cities-for-culture-cultural-venues-density-per-city-population/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/erincarlyle/2014/09/18/forbes-opportunity-cities-19-places-where-it-may-be-easier-to-make-your-mark/#1a161211ed90


·     Top 3 “Best City for Millennials” 

·     2nd MANLIEST City in America 

·     2nd Safest City for Young Families with Kids 

·     3rd BEST Place to have Thanksgiving 

·     Top Ten State that produced the Most Craft Beer 

·     7th Best City for Young Professionals 

·     3rd Happiest City in the Country (according to Instagram) 

·     Best Cocktail Bar in the Western Hemisphere 

·     Best Italian Restaurant in the Midwest     

·     AND #1 Startup City in America! 

With all these awards, it is no wonder that National Geographic did a feature story on Why All the Cool 

Kids Love Columbus, Ohio. 

Home to the nations 3rd largest US Small Business Administration intermediary micro-lender (ECDI), 

Columbus has become a proving ground for entrepreneurs. Another resource for small businesses, Rev1 

Ventures, is the number one seed fund in the region supporting startups and entrepreneurs. 

Even Silicon Valley has begun to take notice. Andy Jenks, partner at Drive Capital (venture capital firm 

founded by two Sequoia Capital veterans), wrote, “Here I am, at Drive Capital’s offices in sunny 

Columbus, Ohio, and I’m happy as hell about it” after moving his family from San Francisco. He went on 

to state why Kvamme and Olsen, founders of Drive Capital came to Columbus, “In the Midwest I see and 

meet entrepreneurs solving real-world problems that they are passionate about. That’s how great 

companies get built, and that mentality is why I am here ultimately.” 

When Silicon Valley money - $300m in Drive Capital’s first fund – come to Columbus, it isn’t just fake 

news and internet memes anymore. 

Jenks ended his article with this invitation, “No matter who you are, I would love to show you this 

incredible place and introduce you to some of the smartest, most passionate entrepreneurs in the whole 

world.” 

I echo his invitation. Columbus, for all its accolades and recent attention, continues to be a place that you 

can walk down the street and say hello to neighbors you haven’t met and welcome new friends to town 

with a potluck and a tailgate. 

 

http://www.bestplaces.net/docs/studies/americas_manliest_cities.aspx
http://www.bestplaces.net/docs/studies/safest_cities_for_families.aspx
http://www.bestplaces.net/docs/studies/thanksgiving_methodology.aspx
http://vinepair.com/articles/map-states-ranked-craft-beer-breweries/
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/emeg45ehikh/7-columbus-ohio/#69d4aaaf9311
http://www.businessinsider.com/the-20-happiest-cities-via-instagram-2013-11
http://curiococktails.com/
http://www.giuseppesritrovo.com/
http://www.bizjournals.com/columbus/news/2016/06/02/columbus-is-no-1-in-scaling-up-startups-kauffman.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/united-states/ohio/why-columbus-should-be-on-your-travel-radar-hipster-city-ohio-next-brooklyn/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/united-states/ohio/why-columbus-should-be-on-your-travel-radar-hipster-city-ohio-next-brooklyn/
http://www.ecdi.org/
http://www.rev1ventures.com/?gclid=Cj0KEQiA5bvEBRCM6vypnc7QgMkBEiQAUZftQCESUeVYCQ4fiZA-0Eba7F3RNpzEkBmN25EwqRO7U1MaAlG88P8HAQ
http://www.rev1ventures.com/?gclid=Cj0KEQiA5bvEBRCM6vypnc7QgMkBEiQAUZftQCESUeVYCQ4fiZA-0Eba7F3RNpzEkBmN25EwqRO7U1MaAlG88P8HAQ
http://medium.com/performance-matters/why-i-just-moved-from-silicon-valley-to-ohio-9672e75920a9#.4kvr4xnad
http://medium.com/performance-matters/why-i-just-moved-from-silicon-valley-to-ohio-9672e75920a9#.4kvr4xnad
http://www.drivecapital.com/

