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This symposium, initiated by the Curatorial Research Fund from
the Art Council Korea, presents nightclubs as architectural endeavors
that encapsulate the modern metropolises. Nightclubs, invented
as a reaction to various norms devised as metropolis took

shape in the 20™ century, embody various characteristics distinct
to modern urban spaces, distinguishing themselves amidst
various historic entertainment venues. However, despite their
significance, they have not been discussed anywhere due to their
informal nature. This symposium is poised to explore the deep
cultural layers and notable significance represented by
nightclubs, amalgamating insights from curators, architects, and
theorists, with the intention to develop into an exhibition
spotlighting nightclub culture.
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Chiaroscuro:

A Social History of Nightclubs
E 712

Tom Wilkinson

The physical spaces occupied by nightclubs are less significant to
the clubber than the intangible forces that briefly combine to shape
the experience of a night out: technological developments in

lighting, sound reproduction and pharmacology; law and custom;
fashion and economics. This lecture will frace the interaction
and conflict of these forces over time as they shaped the

development of the nightclub.
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Tom Wilkinson is an art historian and writer
who lectures at the Birkbeck, University of
London and Karlsruhe Institute of Technology.
He is also history editor of the Architectural
Review. His book Bricks and Mortals: Ten
Great Buildings and the People They Made
was published by Bloomsbury in 2014; his next
book, on the visual culture of the German
inflation, will be published by

MIT Press later this year.
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Nightclubs have been long overlooked in architecture and design
histories, as part of a broader lack of cultural appreciation. However,
there is a rich history of nightclubs as spaces for experimentation,
innovation and play in the late 20™ and early 21 centuries,

and architects, designers and other creative figures all found vital
creative freedom on and around the dancefloor. This talk will explore
some of the fascinating design culture of nightclubs, and will

also consider some of the ways we can understand nightclubs as
a specific spatial typology, one that developed in dialogue with
other types of cultural spaces. It will also feature some discussion
of communicating nightclub’s rich design history through
international exhibition curation.

IHME 2Al= = HEH | Ofl= Catharine Rossi is Professor of Architecture
CH&te| ZiEstat W42, 19| at the University for the Creative Aris in
o1 HOE= H| 2K} MIAICHF Canterbury. Her research areas include
0|=29| O|=t2|0} CIXflT} X, contemporary design, post-WWII

Z0, 23 25}, HO|LIZS0|Ct Italian design and cr<.:h.i1ec1ure, .crcf.t,

= Oj&H|T7} QA Z AR HOIH club culture, and feminism. Publications
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TAEDHLEMX|,(MUP, 2015),

TILAE -Z0|,(Sternberg, 2022),

TO|Ef2|0t OFHTI2 E (Sternberg,
2013)2 £713490, Fo}7 |Etl X

include Designing Craft in Ifaly: from Postwar

to Postmodernism (MUP, 2015), Post-Craft
(Sternberg, 2022) and The Ifalian Avant-

Garde (Sternberg, 2013), both edited with
Professor Alex Coles, and contributions to
publications including Architectural Review,

2l IO A EfIX, § R52
OHAI0 71 228HRACE =R &3]

HA| ¢{Night Fever: Designing Club
Culture 1960 to Today)(Vitra
Design Museum, 2018-2022)2
HIR5H 012 TAIE 7|23,
Z|Z20l= (At Home)(Stanley Picker
Gallery, 2022-2023)
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Disegno, the Financial Times and The Journal
of Modern Craft. Exhibitions include the co-
curated touring show Night Fever: Designing
Club Culture 1960 to Today (Vitra Design
Museum, 2018-2022) and most recently the
co-curated show At Home (Stanley Picker
Gallery, 2022-2023).
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With the increase in cross-border movements, urban centers started
to evolve, simultaneously boosting the popularity of “urban tourism,”
especially during daytime hours. However, in the 90s in New York,

a revolutionary approach to tourism was born, focusing largely

on nighttime activities. Components of the city’s nightlife, including
nightclubs—previously viewed as either locales of indigenous culture
or potential danger zones—have since solidified their reputation

= | I'Q ?;lx'"-l?— E-I %%;' 0 I EI %‘ll__l- as premier tourist attractions. Dongkun documents the historical

O progression of this transformation, illustrating how it has fostered a

Wh e n N ig h1- Bqu m e q LO n dscq pe markedly different perspective on urban landscapes.
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Dongkun Yim
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USZES MESOstu TA|ISsE Dongkun Yim earned both his Bachelors and
ZE5I1 = CHSHAI0IA SSHAAAL Master's degrees from the Department of
oA mia|7oystoA X|2| 8t Urban Engineering af Seoul National University
HIAISIQ|S HIOIT} TZIGITLEICH and received his Ph.D. in Geography from
oiqel rEstarEt, HMEQ|Y Paris Diderot University. He has served as a

researcher for the Spatial Research Group, an
editorial board member for Cultural Science,
and a BK professor in the Department of
Geography at Seoul National University. He

X2 o= TMS0M ]SS, is currently a researcher at the Education
=2 MO R riut = MTEHA Museum of Korea National University of
S} EAL, FREXL| 7|E,, Education. He authored the book Nomadism
TAMXIQFO| MAIEIe SZHE, in Seoul and has translated several works,
£0| QICt. including Flesh and Stfone: The Body and the

City in Western Civilization, Techniques of the
Observer, and Spaces of Neoliberalization.
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The Essence of Club Spaces
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The transient and ever-changing nature of club culture is undeniable.
A club is a sensory space where tangible and intangible elements
converge, including music, lighting, sound, individuals, culture,

and social issues. The space that forms each time is always unique.
Moving beyond traditional architectural concepts, this venue
achieves its completeness through various components’ intricate
interplay and coexistence. While limited documentation exists,
these experiences are deeply ingrained in people’s memories.

This lecture aims to delve deep into the essence of club spaces and
to discuss the challenges and opportunities of fransitioning
informal spaces into the context of formal exhibitions.

21522 SoAl| F0|E2|Y Hyoeun Kim is the Curatorial Director at SOA
C|2E{Q} 0|2 TE AE OLEMIE|Q| and the Creative Director and Education
F2|0f|0|E|E C[AME X 1S Coordinator at the Palo Alto Art Center.
D273 AC|Y0|E 2 Ystn ULk, She is part of the artist team for the Korean

Pavilion at the Venice Architecture Biennale
2023, where she contributes to curation and
editing. Beginning her practice at OMA as

2023 HL|A 245 H|AE ||
=23 Xt7} ElO 2 EHoJsl 7| &3t

ol

EE %n% EISHACL. OMAOIA an architect and curator, she played a key
UZ7HL FHUOIHE &S50 role in architectural design and curation.
S LA WA 7[-IS AHSE, She later worked as an Associate Curator
O|F MEEA|AFH|AIZ2 for the Seoul Biennale and as the Senior
F0|E L MBZA[ASTHAIH Curator at the Seoul Hall of Urbanism and
2M FY|0|E|2 USIYHLCE. CHFst Architecture. Throughout her career, she has
ABS 5| TA|AS 20| FA, significantly contributed to various exhibitions,
e I.'_% ,<' ZZ o2 S0 publications, education, and public

programs in Urbanism and Architecture.
She earned her Bachelor's from Ewha
Womans University and her MArch from
the University of Pennsylvania, and she is

71045111 ALY, O|SHOIXfCH EF W Ofl M
SPAL, HIAH|L|Of CHEL WO A 2453t
HAIE FSSIA2H MSTHEolA
HRAL HEES 2 SIUCE L5

2009'AFE| 2021'A77K] University. She was an adjunct professor at
O|Z}OXIEH S Ol AU +=2 Ewha Womans University from 2009 to 2021.
TH=|SHACE.

currently a Ph.D. candidate at Seoul National
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In contrast to the norms governing the diversity of metropolises,
nightclubs emerged as spaces that deviate from these norms.
In this context, the nightclubs in Seoul—a city characterized

by its homogeneous race and language —hold a distinctive place.
Nowk meticulously examines the preconceptions and contexis
encapsulated within these clubs, delving into aspects which have
not traditionally been subjects of academic study, through a detailed
analysis of the nightclub scene in Seoul.

Z|LIS2 3= M2e 2EE Nowk Choe is the author of Club Arena
OIZI0|E5IT, SA|CH LA™ 23512 (Seoul: Eidos, 2019), a book that archives
Ct2= 24 r=23 oL}, (00| EA, nightclubs in Seoul and delves into the
2019)= ML SH22510] 22 93| transient culture within them. This book
HAAFHOISLR| IRl Usto2 has been designated as a permanent
ATX|S ‘T HESEAS preservation material by the National Libra

_ of Korea. Nowk curated Cities in the Room
7|&l5tal S 2EE MAE

Z=H|SO0|C} Aejd'E FHIZ oh=
HA| (2! XIZ)(d/p, 2021)2t
(Instead of an Afterwards)(2022,
FEZSF2SIYE 22t M2t
EZ0M MEFOH, 220l
MSAlR01Ea AxoElo

presented Instead of an Afterwards (2022,
Korean Culture Center in Hong Kong) and
The Long Now (d/p, 2021), both of which

he serves as an editorial board member of
MBE0] FO £AIS B79h= Al Architecture Critic and is a columnist for Th
(O R 7t TAIEN(SeMA HF, Seoul Shinmun.

2023)E 7| &I3HCE S FASHE,

HEAYOIX FMELE, XY

LHELIAELL

14

ry

(SeMA Bunker, 2023) as an emerging curator
selected by the Seoul Museum of Art. He also

explore the concept of timeliness. Currently,
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This symposium is supported by the 2023 Curatorial Research Fund from the Art Council Korea (ARKO).



