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Do I need to be a “Bible Expert” to become a Small Group Host?

Definitely not! The most important things that you need are a desire to serve the members of your group and to grow in your own personal relationship with Jesus Christ. When you take this step of faith, through prayer, God's Holy Spirit will give you what you need to be an effective Host. There are many video curriculums available that provide expert teaching to your small group.  We have some that are available for you to check out and use for your small group. Your host responsibility is to facilitate the discussion around that teaching using provided resources. 

What are the requirements to H.O.S.T. a small group at Highlands Fellowship Church?

Our requirements for you to host a small group is that you are an authentic, growing Christian & you can’t be grumpy.  You have to care for people.  A H.O.S.T. is also encouraged to be or become a member of Highlands Fellowship Church.  By taking Growth Track 101 (membership class), you will know the core beliefs & values of Highlands Fellowship.  In Matthew 25:25 Jesus says “every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.”  We can’t be united if we don’t know what we are uniting around.
How can I become a member of Highlands Fellowship?

You need to have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, be baptized by immersion at Highlands Fellowship Church or another church, complete Growth Track 101, and have signed our membership covenant that is available at GT 101. 

What if I am involved in another ministry?

We need to be connected and growing before we can be effective in the ministry God has for us. It may require you to set priorities for investment of your time and focus.  No one has ever quit a small group because they were serving in a ministry, nor has anyone quite serving a ministry because of their small group.

I’d like to be a Host, but should I wait until I have more experience?

We believe that experience is the best teacher, therefore we encourage on the job training. If you have a willing heart, can click play, and a few open seats in your living room, you are ready to be a Host. Highlands Fellowship's small group material can be printed or videos streamed online. 

How can I form a group with people who are similar to me?

Begin by inviting your friends and co-workers.  In most cases your geographic community will provide a "proximate" life stage or lifestyle affinity. It’s important to invite your own friends that you enjoy hanging out with. 

We have a small house or apartment; can we still host a group?

Sure, a small group doesn’t have to be 10-15 people.  Matthew 18:20 says, “where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

Can I invite people who don’t attend our church? 

Absolutely! Inform your friends, neighbors, family members, coworkers and casual acquaintances about your small group study. There are a lot of study material that is appropriate for both believers and seekers. Pray for God's guidance as you can make an eternal difference in the lives of others.  While it is not our desire to attract people away from other Bible believing churches, if you have a friend or family member who attends another church (and they are not in a small group or Sunday school class in their church) invite them as well.  It is the desire of Highlands Fellowship to connect people at our church who are not connected in a healthy small group and also to reach our “un-churched” community for Jesus Christ through our small groups.

I live out of the immediate area of Highlands Fellowship.  Should we still consider being a host home?

Yes! If you live out of the area we would still love to support you as a Host. Since it is unlikely that we will be able to provide you with a list of potential group members, we would encourage you to pray about which neighbors, friends, coworkers and family members you could invite to join you for six weeks for your first study. 

When should my group meet?

Groups meet at the time, place, and day of the week that best ministers to the needs of the groups.  If you are starting a new group, you should choose the time and place that is convenient to you the leader, then people who can meet your schedule will be attracted to your group. 

Can my small group meet somewhere besides a home?

You bet, a small group can meet at a local dinner, coffee shop, or even the office.  There are some small groups that meet at an office and are considered workplace small groups.  A small group can meet anywhere that a few people would like to gather and connect in God’s Word with one another as they share life together.

Does my small group have to meet every week?

A small group doesn’t have to meet every week. I wouldn’t recommend anything less than every other week.  It’s important to remember that you will only get out of it what you put into it.  Small groups are rooted in God’s Word and centered on relationships with each other.  The old saying that “absence makes the heart grow fonder”, it really doesn’t.  It only makes you more disconnected.  That’s just a line your mom told you to get you to stay away from that boy or girl she didn’t want you to date.

Where can I go to get more information?

Go to hf.church/small-groups.  Browse around the site for resources and information.
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