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CEBT

Since 1995, the Colorado Employer Benefit Trust has partnered with the Special
District Association of Colorado to provide benefit solutions that are superior
and affordable. With more than 240 Special Districts participating in the Trust,
CEBT is recognized for its comprehensive benefit offerings, exceptional
customer service and consistently low rate increases.

Benefit by Trust

< a W 400

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT

v Lower Risk
v Reduced Administrative Costs

By joining CEBT's self-insured pool you can enjoy:

/" A Long-term Stable Solution for Your District

For more information contact:
R 303-345-7730
] Terry.Rook@wtwco.com

OUR MISSION

"To provide quality health benefit options at a
competitive cost with superior service to eligible
employer groups."

] www.cebt.org
REQUEST A QUOTE NOW
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There’s Still Time to Register for the
2026 SDA Annual Regional Workshops...
But Don’t Wait Any Longer!

o you have questions about open meetings LAKEWOOD
hich li ? A
or which records are public records re Friday, June 12 | 8:00-11:30 am

you trying to gain a better understanding of

conflicts of interest? Or maybe you would like to hear West Metro Fire Protection District Training Facility

about this year’s legislative changes and how they

affect your district?
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, then Monday, June 15 | 8:00-11:30 am

make plans to join us in June for this year’s Annual Fountain Sanitation District

Regional Workshops!

SDA, the Colorado Special Districts Property and PARKER
Liability Pool, and th_e law firm of Collins Cole Winn & Monday, June 15 | 1:00-4:30 pm
Ulmer, PLLC are coming to a town near you to present e W d Sanitation District
these educational and entertaining trainings! arker ¥vater and sanitation Listric
These workshops apply to all types of districts (not

just Title 32 districts) and are sure to provide a wealth
of valuable information for your district. We will cover Tuesday, June 16 | 8:00-11:30 am
a wide variety of important topics such as minutes, Platte Valley Fire Protection District
meeting formats, Board policies, open meetings,
conflicts of interest, and public records, just to name
a few. We will also discuss.esfcablishing an_d developing Tuesday, June 16 | 1:30-5:00 pm
a strqng safe_ty <_:u|ture within your dlstrlct. Or,1 top_of The Eres Mesifens €al Caurmeas &
all _th|s, we will give you_the scoop on this year’s legis- Hyland Hills Clubhouse
lative changes and the impact they may have on your
district. And, as alway_s, therg will be plenty of time to
answer all your questions, big or small.
We will have something for everyone, whether you Wednesday, June 17 | 9:00 am-12:30 pm
are a Board member or district employee, a seasoned Grand Fire Protection District

professional or brand new to your position!
Did we mention that every attendee will also

receive a copy of the 2026 SDA Board Member Wednesday, June 17 | 9:00 am-12:30 pm
Manual and the legislative update for 2026? Vail Recreation District Golf and Nordic Clubhouse
Having this many pertinent and timely issues

discussed all in one place is an opportunity you can’t CLIFTON
el s .
afford to miss! And we’ll b_e in your neck of the woods Thursday, June 18 | 8:00-11:30 am
soon so make sure you sign up today for the work- . =
shop nearest you! Clifton Water District
For more details and to complete the quick and

easy registration process, please visit our website at DURANGO
www.sdaco.org. The cost is $40 per person. Monday, June 22 | 8:00-11:30 am
We can’t wait to see you in a few weeks! Durango Fire Protection District

BUENA VISTA

Tuesday, June 23 | 9:00 am-12:30 pm

Mkoéh{m; Buena Vista High School
o -
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County
Health Pool

- mmf'aﬂf

/

& ASSOCIATES

Providing Special District Management and Accounting Services for Over 30 Years
Evergreen, CO | 303.674.3379 | SimonsonAndAssociates.com | mail@jsimonson.com

\\\

AD
D B 450 : - A Better Healthcare
OR Choice for
I'1 A all local governments

Medical

Dental

Blending Innovation & Tradition Vision
Sustainable water/wastewater engineering , management, and

operations & maintenance solutions for future generations. Lif
Ire

MERRICKE Wade Wheatlake, Project Manager Y COBRA

O wade.wheatlake@merrick.com

HIPAA

Take control of rising health
care costs by pooling with fellow
entities. This proven, cost-saving
solution has been meeting the
insurance needs of local
governments since 1984.

For more information or a
quote, contact:

Marissa Gaertner
CHP Benefits Manager
(303) 861-0507
mgaertner@ctsi.org

(]
a County Technical Services Inc.
rr 800 Grant Street, Suite 400
3 Denver, Colorado 80203
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Mark Your Calendars and Start Making Your Plans...

It’s Almost Time for the
2026 SDA Annual Conference!

e are so excited for this year’s SDA Annual
WConference, September 15-17 at the

Keystone Conference Center! It’s hard to
believe, but that’s right around the corner!

Due to the huge benefits for all our attendees, we
will once again be utilizing our hybrid format, with
both an in-person and livestreaming option. Much
like the previous years, our keynote presentations and
breakout sessions will be livestreamed to a conve-
nient online platform that will provide access for those
who would like to join us remotely.

The keynotes and breakout sessions will also be
recorded! And what’s more, these recordings will
be available after Conference so all attendees can
go back and watch the sessions again, either as a
refresher or to catch up on anything they missed.

Conference will kick off early on Tuesday morn-
ing, and it will be a packed day! We will begin with
breakfast, the singing of the National Anthem, and
the Presentation of the Colors. Immediately following
these opening events, we are going to kick off the day
with an entertaining and enlightening keynote speaker,
Cam Awesome. (Yes, that’s really his last name!)

In addition, we will be celebrating this year’s
annual award winners on Tuesday at our Awards
Luncheon. This is always a wonderful opportunity
to recognize all our very deserving winners, and we

rn from people who™
et. We can anly learn
ple who are imperfact,

are looking forward to it again this year! Tuesday’s
lunch will also feature keynote speaker, Robyne
Hanley-Dafoe. (We’ll have more details on all our
keynote speakers in the July issue so watch for more
to comel!)

On Tuesday afternoon, we are bringing back our
Discussion Forums! This dedicated time for focused
conversations on specific topics has proven very
valuable in the past, and we are thrilled to offer these
Forums again this year. We are finalizing the details of
the topics and our discussion leaders so keep an eye
out for more details to come!

Tuesday will wrap up with our Opening Night
Celebration! And we’re bringing back game night!
The casino tables and trivia have been so popular that
we’ll have them both available again this year. This will
be a great way to unwind and visit with your fellow
attendees after our full day.

Wednesday will feature two more amazing keynote
speakers at breakfast and lunch as well as a plethora
of information-packed breakout sessions.

On Wednesday evening, we’ll enjoy delicious BBQ
and music on the beautiful Conference Center patio
at our Boots and BBQ event. We will be joined by
perennial favorite, Randall McKinnon, and you’ll have
plenty of time to catch up with your colleagues from

the special district world.
Continued on page 7
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Spencer Fane LLP | spencerfane.com
1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 2000 | Denver, CO 80203

E S p e n Ce r Fa n e Phone: 303.839.3800 | Fax: 303.839.3838

Spencer Fane is the law firm where your leaders work
with our leaders. With over 120 combined years of
special district experience in Colorado, we can handle all
of your district’s legal needs. Advancing the interests of
your district is our priority.

... contributing to a cleaner, safer Colorado through low-cost loans
to governmental entities for all types of water infrastructure projects.

Call 303-830-1550 or e-mail info@cwrpda.com | www.cwrpda.com

Finance & Accounting | Capital Infrastructure & Facilities Maintenance District Management & Administration

B From shaping communities to building futures,

2 P IN N AC L E we guide special districts through every stage.
g COMSULTING GROUR INC.

sy - sy Discover your custom solution with us today.

Colorado & Utah | 970.669.3611 www, PCGlLoom

Infrastructure

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

in People’s Lives & Their Environment

"

PLANNING. ENGINEERING. CONSTRUCTION. MANAGEMENT. OPERATIONS.

www.TSTinfrastructure.com
303-799-5197
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
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Conference registration
will b‘pen in early July
so watch your emails
and the SDA website at

]

SDA Annual Conference
Keystone Conference Center
September 15-17, 2026

Thursday morning will kick-off with a keynote
presentation followed by our final breakout sessions.
We will then conclude the entire event with a Grab-
and-Go lunch that you can stay and enjoy before
heading home or take with you in the car.

Thursday will be a full day, and we will end at the
perfect time to get you back on your way.

Over the course of the three-day event, you will
have a wide variety of breakout sessions to choose
from. Our schedule of breakout sessions will include
experts speaking on pertinent and timely issues for
special districts of all types. Be ready to take in the
valuable and educational information all our breakout
speakers will have to offer!

You also won’t want to miss the keynote speakers
each day! We have given you a sneak preview of who
will be joining us on Tuesday, but we also have an
amazing lineup planned for Wednesday and Thursday.
We will highlight each keynote speaker in the July
issue so watch for more to come.

As always, we are excited to be working with all our
wonderful sponsors and exhibitors this year! Be sure
to spend some time visiting with each of them and
learning about their great services. In addition to our
numerous exhibitors and our Gold, Silver, and Bronze
Sponsors, we also have 15 Platinum Sponsors. Below
is the complete list for 2026:

» Colorado Special Districts Property and
Liability Pool

» CEBT (Colorado Employer Benefit Trust)
» COLOTRUST

» CRS (Community Resource Services of
Colorado)

» CSAFE

» Ramey Environmental Compliance
» Collins Cole Winn & Ulmer, PLLC

» Streamline

» Spencer Fane LLP

» Fromm & Company LLC

» Cockrel Ela Glesne Greher & Ruhland, PC (CEGR
Law)

» Pinnacle Consulting Group, Inc.
» GovDeals
» Western Alliance Bank

» Highstreet Insurance & Financial Services (new
for 2026!)

Registration will open in early July so watch your
emails and the SDA website at www.sdaco.org for
more details as they become available.

Start making your plans now, and we will see you
in Keystone, September 15-17!

SDACO.ORG | JUNE 2026 7
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COMMUNITY RESOURCE SERVICES

Considerate Staff

Consider it Done

(303) 381-4960 * www.crsofcolorado.com

Providing cost-effective, customized
management and accounting services
Cher E00 Clients & %&ﬂw a'ﬂ;;r:‘;

Serving Colorado Special Districts & Other Political Subdivisions
4725 South Monaco Street, Suite 360, Denver, Colorado 80237

ICENOGLE SEAVER POGUE

A Professional Corporation

Attorneys at Law

www.isp-law.com | 303.292.9100

b3
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GIVIS

CONSULTING
ENGINEERS

Water

Supply
Treatment
Storage
Distribution

Wastewater

Collection
Lift Stations
Force Mains

Treatment

Funding Assistance

Grant & Funding Assistance
Feasibility Studies

- "‘ -4'.

Drainage

Hydrology
Detention
Conveyance Systems

Facilities Management

GIS Mapping
Operations Consultation

Utility Consultants

&

Municipalities
Special Districts
Non-Profits

Utilities

Planning
Permitting

GMS Inc.
Serving Colorado and Kansas
(719) 4752935
Colorado Springs, CO

jmeyer@gmsengr.com




Special District Leaders from Across the

United States Visit Washington, D.C. to
Advocate for Districts on a National Level

DA’s own Ann Terry and
S Michael Valdez were part of

a 15-member delegation of
members from the National Special
Districts Association (NSDA) who
visited Washington, D.C. in early
May to advocate for districts across
the country.

The group held 25 meetings
with key Congressional offices,
the Intergovernmental Office at the
White House, and national partners
to advance critical federal priorities
for special districts. These meet-
ings included the offices of Senator
John Hickenlooper, Congressman
Gabe Evans, and Congressman Jeff
Hurd from the Colorado delegation.

This year also marked an excit-
ing milestone as the NSDA advo-
cacy efforts reached top leadership
offices, including Speaker Mike
Johnson and House Minority Leader
Congressman Hakeem Jeffries.

The current top priority for
NSDA is the Special District
Fairness and Accessibility Act
(H.R. 2766 / S.2014), which would
define special districts for the first
time in federal law.

Federal law currently lacks a
clear definition of “special district,”
creating unnecessary barriers to
federal resources, emergency fund-
ing, and essential grants. Special
districts provide critical public
services—water, fire protection,
healthcare, public transportation,
and more—yet they are often over-
looked in federal policy discussions.

A formal definition of “special
district” will foster consistency and
enhance special districts’ access
to federal programs, including
programs that provide resources for
constructing and protecting critical
infrastructure. Moreover, having a
formal definition of special districts
codified in law would help facilitate
the inclusion of special districts in
future legislative efforts, particularly

NSDAZ

NATIBNAL SPECUL INSTRACTS ASSOCMION

In early May, Ann Terry (front row, third from left) and Michael Valdez (front row, second from left) were
part of a large delegation from the National Special Districts Association who visited Washington, D.C.
to advocate for districts across the country. The group met with key Congressional offices to advance
critical federal priorities, including the Special District Fairness and Accessibility Act.

those that are designed to reautho-
rize or create new grant programs.

Since 2020, NSDA has led efforts
to establish a federal definition. This
work has resulted in the proposed
legislation to amend U.S. Code Title
13, ensuring that special districts
are formally recognized and equi-
tably included in federal programs.

Ann, who also serves as President
of NSDA, was thrilled with the
productive meetings and the prog-
ress that is being made on the
federal legislation. “The biparti-
san Special District Fairness and

Accessibility Act would establish a
formal definition of 'special district’
in federal law and ensure that the
nearly 40,000 special districts
nationwide are eligible to receive all
appropriate forms of federal finan-
cial assistance. NSDA looks forward
to continuing to work with Congress
as well as our special district part-
ners across the nation to ensure
that this critically important piece
of legislation is enacted into law.”
For more information, please
visit the NSDA website at
www.hationalspecialdistricts.org.
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Discover a bank that knows your

industry as well as you do and
experience the white-glove service
you deserve.

Explore our high-touch service,
backed by powerful technology
and banking solutions.

WA ConnectLive! Software Integration

Meet a bank that
customizes
special district
banking solutions
for your unique
needs.

ePay Portal for Homeowners
Connect Portal with SSO Access
Deposit & Investment Solutions?
No-Fee Lockbox Services®

Lending Solutions*

avid Ford-Coates

Western Alliance
Bank®

1Alliance Bank, Member FDIC

We have the tools to
help you...

DA An n ua I Engineering & Mapping
c Reg rks h o p s' . Facility Development

District Management

AT

e Accounting & Finance Services

Planning

Administrative Support

Mulhern
MRE, Inc.

sdaco.org

Mulhern MRE, Inc. | 303.649.9857

Visit our website at www.mulhernmre.com
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Important Reminders About Budgets
and Budget Amendments

t’'s hard to believe that we are

already halfway through 2026!

As you are keeping tabs on your
district’s annual budget, you may
be wondering if changes to the
budget can be made during the
budget year, should the need arise.

Before we get to that question,
let’s take a moment to go back
to the beginning and look at the
actual importance of a district’s
annual budget.

First, the annual budget is criti-
cal enough that the district cannot
certify a mill levy without it, and the
County Assessor will not release
property tax revenues for the year
without an adopted budget being
certified and filed with the Division
of Local Government.

Procedurally, the Board must
designate a qualified person to
prepare the budget and submit it
to the Board on or before October
15 of each year. §29-1-105, C.R.S.

The County Assessor will certify
the district’s assessed valuation,
including any last-minute changes,
by December 10 of each year.
§39-5-128(1), C.R.S.

There is a very specific proce-
dure for advertising, considering,
and adopting the annual budget.
A certified copy of the adopted
budget, which includes the resolu-
tion to adopt the budget, set the mill
levy rate(s), and appropriate funds;
and the budget message must
be filed with the Division of Local

nless your district is exempt, hopefully your
auditor has finished or is close to finishing
your audit and delivering the audit report
to the district Board. If not, then he or she only
has until June 30 to complete it. The district, in
turn, has 30 days from receipt to file a copy of the
audit and audit report with the Colorado Office

of the State Auditor.

Government no later than 30 days
following the beginning of the fiscal
year of the budget. §29-7-713, C.R.S.

There is no specific criteria for
how detailed a budget should be
nor how much it is based upon
line items, although the district’s
accounting or financial advisors
will likely have some input on
the level of line item designation.
Generally speaking, expenditures
need not be laid out in great detail,
but spending should be confined
to the line items.

As part of the adoption of the
budget is the adoption of a reso-
lution which adopts the budget
and makes appropriations for the
budget year. The amounts appropri-
ated shall not exceed the budgeted
expenditures, and the district is
limited in making expenditures to
the amounts that are appropriated.

Now, let’s look at what your next
steps would be should you need to
revise your adopted budget.

If it becomes clear that there
should be a change in the budget
allocations, there is a procedure for
amending the budget and appropri-
ations. The amount of appropriated
funds may be revised, supple-
mented, transferred, or adjusted
during the year by the adoption
of a resolution at a public hearing
amending the budget. For supple-
mental budgets and appropria-
tions, the resolution shall set forth
in full the source and amount of the

revenue being appropriated; the
purpose for which the revenues are
being budgeted and appropriated;
and the fund or spending agency
that will be making the supplemen-
tal expenditure.

..the annual
budget is critical
enough that the
district cannot
certify a mill levy
without it...

The notice provisions and
requirements for adoption of
budget amendments are the same
as for adopting the budget. §29-7-
109, C.R.S.

Budgets may be amended at any
time throughout the year by follow-
ing the prescribed procedure. It is
not uncommon for a district to go
through the budget year and then
adopt an amendment near the end
of the year, truing up the budget and
appropriation to the actual expendi-
tures that have been made through
the year. This is not the best prac-
tice if there are significant depar-
tures from the budget, although it is
certainly better than ending the year
with spending that is not accounted
for in the four corners of an adopted
budget as amended.

One more thing, if your district had, as of
December 31, 2025, any authorized but unissued
general obligation debt, then you also need to
submit a copy of your audit report (or applica-
tion for exemption from audit, if applicable) to the
Board of County Commissioners or the governing
body of the municipality.
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A Super El Niho is in the Forecast.
Here’s What that Means for Colorado.

By Shannon Mullane

This story was originally published by Fresh Water News, a collaboration between The Colorado Sun and Water
Education Colorado covering water stories of critical importance to Colorado and the West. Support and subscribe to
The Colorado Sun at coloradosun.com and to Water Education Colorado at watereducationcolorado.org.

s Coloradans grapple with a

z s record low snowpack head-

ing into summer, the super
El Nifo and strong monsoon season
in the forecast could provide some
late summer relief.

Colorado’s weather is impacted
by everything from temperature
changes in the Pacific Ocean to
pressure patterns over Texas—
not to mention rising tempera-
tures around the globe. This year’s
La Nifa conditions, created by
cooler water temperatures in the
Pacific, should have brought snow
to Colorado’s northern mountains.
Instead, the state ended the winter
a month early with record hot days
and a rapid snowmelt, prompting
drought restrictions and water
cutbacks around Colorado.

[As of the end of Aprill, the
La Nifa is over and the odds are
increasingly good for a super
El Nifio later in 2026—a climate
pattern that has historically
brought wetter winter conditions
to Colorado, according to the
National Weather Service.

It’s a tentative dose of hope for
residents looking for a reprieve from
record-breaking dry conditions,
said Russ Schumacher, Colorado
state climatologist and a professor
at Colorado State University.

“Things are probably going to
get worse before they get better,”

Schumacher said. “I don’t think
we’re going to be stuck in just
dry, dry, dry for many, many more
months to come. | think there is
some reason for optimism.”

A lot of Colorado’s bad drought

water temperatures in the central
and eastern Pacific Ocean that
are influenced by winds circling
the Earth near the equator, called
trade winds because of their usein
early sail-dependent commerce.

A lot of Colorado’s bad drought years have come
during La Nifa conditions, and Colorado has had
multiple La Niha years in a row. Colorado should
be rooting for La Nina to go away at this point.

—Russ Schumacher, Colorado state climatologist

years have come during La Nifa
conditions, and Colorado has had
multiple La NifAa years in a row.
Colorado should be rooting for La
Nifla to go away at this point, he said.

“It doesn’t guarantee that things
are going to improve in the near
term,” Schumacher added, “but we
have a better chance of it if La Nifa
is in the rearview mirror.”

What are El Nifio and La Niia?
El Nifio and La Nifa are oppos-
ing climate patterns in the Pacific
Ocean that can affect weather
worldwide. Together, they’re called
the EI Nifo-Southern Oscillation
cycle, ENSO for short.

The patterns vary based on

Meteorologists watch a specific
region in the Pacific near the
equator to determine whether
the water temperature is warmer
or cooler than normal, said Erin
Walter, a service hydrologist for
the National Weather Service in
Grand Junction.

If the region’s water tempera-
ture is more than 0.5 degrees
Celsius warmer than usual, then
scientists call it an El Nifio.

If the temperature is more than
0.5 degrees Celsius cooler than
usual, it is a La Nifa.

“They’re basically like opposite
waves,” Walter said. “They ebb and
flow together. And they’re more
irregular than one would think.”
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The warmer or cooler tempera-
tures need to last for months before
scientists will shift the classification
from neutral into El Niflo or La Nifo
territory. The climate patterns typi-
cally last nine to 12 months, but can
sometimes last for years.

El Nino and La Nifa events
occur every two to seven years,
on average, but they don’t occur
on a regular schedule. Generally,
El Nifo occurs more frequently
than La Nifa, according to the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

Fun fact: The names for the two
climate patterns can be traced back
to observant South American fish-
ermen in the 1600s, NOAA says.

The fishermen first noticed periods
of unusually warm weather in the
Pacific Ocean and called the result-
ing patterns El Niflo de Navidad, the
Christmas Child or the Christ Child
in English, because El Niflo typically
peaks around December.

La Nifa means Little Girl in
Spanish. La Nifa is also some-
times called El Viejo, anti-El Nifo,
or simply “a cold event,” according
to NOAA.

How Do ENSO Cycles Impact
Colorado and the World?

The temperature fluctuations in
the Pacific Ocean impact how and
where jet streams, narrow bands of
strong wind, flow in the atmosphere.
Those jet streams impact which
regions of the world have a dry spell,
and which ones are hit with storms.

The ENSO events can lead to
flooding, heavy rains, landslides and
drought. They change where fish
can find nutrients in the ocean. La
Nifia can lead to a more severe hurri-
cane season, according to NOAA.

In the United States during El
Nifio conditions, a subtropical jet
stream moves across southern
states, like California, Texas and
Florida, making them cooler and
wetter than usual. Northern states
tend to be warmer and drier than
average, Schumacher said.

During La Nifa, the jet stream
comes out of the Northwest across
the western United States. The
Pacific Northwest and Midwest are

Continued on page 14
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cooler and wetter than average,
while the Southwest is warmer and
drier than average.

Colorado sits in the middle, which
makes it harder to define clear
impacts of ENSO events and to
separate them from other common
climate variations around the Rocky
Mountains, Schumacher said.

Typically, ElI Niflo tends to bring
wetter-than-average conditions,
particularly to southern Colorado
and in the fall and spring. (This
year, that would mean fall 2026 and
spring 2027.)

During La NifAa, the conditions
flip. Colorado’s northern mountains
often receive more snow while
southern portions of the state are
warmer and drier.

That doesn’t always happen: This
winter is an example of La NifAa
conditions that did not drop very
much snow on the northern part of
the state—or anywhere.

Which team should Coloradans
be on? Definitely EI Nifo,
Schumacher said.

“It tilts the odds towards things
being wetter,” he said.

A “Super” El Nifo in the Forecast
This year, the region’s water temper-
ature is more than 2 degrees Celsius
warmer than usual for multiple
months —prompting climate scien-
tists to dub it a super El Nifo.

They expect neutral conditions
between April and June. After
that, conditions could stay neutral
or transition into a strong EI Nifio,
according to the National Weather
Service’s Climate Prediction Center.
Seeing El Nifio conditions is likely,
but whether they appear will
depend on wind patterns over the
Pacific Ocean.

For anyone looking for rain
and snow in Colorado, this is a
reason for optimism later in the

summer and for the coming winter,
Schumacher said.

In 1997, the last really strong El
Nifio brought moisture to most of
Colorado in the summer and fall.
There were floods along the Front
Range and Eastern Plains.

But just because that’s what
happened one other time doesn’t
mean Colorado will see the same
conditions again.

“It would be speculation to read
too much into that,” Schumacher
said.

So what exactly would a super El
Nifio mean for Colorado?

“The short answer is, we don’t
really know,” he said.

Climate and weather research-
ers only have a few similar years
in history to analyze, and that’s
not enough data to identify clear
trends with high certainty. There
have been only five strong El Niflos
since 1950, with the last taking
place from 2015 to 2016.

“In terms of what that’s going
to mean for how the jet stream
responds to that, and then in turn,
what kind of precipitation we get
in Colorado?” Schumacher said. “I
think it’s too early to say.”

The Non-Niiio Weather Event You
Should be Watching
There is one other weather phenom-
enon that will come into play this
summer: monsoons.

“The outlooks are pointing
towards the active monsoon season
this summer, and so that’s probably
the thing to keep a closer eye on in
the near term,” he said.

Monsoons are different from
ENSO patterns. El Nino condi-
tions are stronger in the winter and
weaker in the summer and have
global impacts.

Monsoons are local seasonal
circulations that develop every

summer in the Southwest. They
arise when shifting wind patterns
bring moisture from the eastern
Pacific and the Gulf of California
into the Southwest.

Active monsoon seasons can
provide a large fraction of the
annual precipitation to lower
elevations in parts of the state,
like western and southeastern
Colorado. This year’s forecast
indicates monsoons are likely
for July, August and September,
Schumacher said.

These active seasons bring
afternoon thunderstorms every
day and flash floods in Colorado’s
canyons. They can help reduce
some of the risks of a historic
drought year, like wildfire risks
later in the summer.

“As with any seasonal forecasting,
it’s uncertain,” Schumacher said.
“Four months out it’s hard to put
really high probabilities on anything.”

What Do Monsoons Mean for
Colorado’s Water Supply?

An active monsoon season will
offer some relief, but it will not refill
Colorado’s reservoirs.

The monsoon storms might
bring intense rain over a short
amount of time, but in the big
picture, they do not provide very
much water. The amount of water
that normally comes from a big
winter snowstorm is much higher
than the amount of water in an
afternoon storm.

The cloudy and cool weather with
rain showers would help reduce the
demand for outdoor irrigation for
gardens and crops while provid-
ing a small boost in the supply,
Schumacher said.

“Monsoon rains just aren’t nearly
enough to fill up reservoirs or even
bring them back up from really low
levels,” he said.

The monsoon storms might bring intense rain over a short amount of time,
but in the big picture, they do not provide very much water.
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The Full 2026 Legislative
Wrap-Up Will be
Available after July 1!

Want to learn more about what happened during the 2026 Legislative
Session that will affect your district? Looking for a sneak peek of
what’s to come next year?

Then make sure you check out our full 2026 legislative
wrap-up which will be recorded and available after July 1!

SDA’s Legislative Team will provide an overview of the 2026
Legislative Session, including the bills and issues that proved to be
the most pertinent for special districts.

Board members and all district employees will benefit from this
valuable presentation which will highlight what the new legislation
may mean for your district. You’ll also get the inside scoop on what’s
on the horizon for the 2027 Legislative Session!

This is one you don’t want to miss! Please watch your emails
and the SDA website at www.sdaco.org for all the details once the
recording is available.
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Colorado Surplus Asset Fund Trust

Keeping the ‘Local’ in Local Government Investment Pool
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Shareholders Associates

BUILDING AND PROTECTING COLORADO COMMUNITIES. Paul R. Cockrel Madison P. Plasencia

Evan D. Ela Dakota C. Spence-Zurek
Providing general and specialized legal services for Linda M. Glesne Glory S. Schmidt
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elections, employment matters, water law, and general Joseph W. Noris Sarah Luetjen
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\\ "\':-.

16 SPECIAL DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF COLORADO | 303.863.1733 | JUNE 2026

L - ‘-.‘h_ “"..


https://cebt.org/contact 

Making the Most of Your CSD Pool Membership With...

LOCKOUT TAGOUT
DEMONSTRATIONS

Guest article by the Colorado Special Districts Property and Liability Pool

he Colorado Special
_|_ Districts Property and

Liability Pool (CSP Pool)
remains committed to our more
than 2,500 public entities as
Your Risk Management Partner.
Each month, we are focusing on
a different program or service we
offer our membership, either at
no cost or at a discounted rate.
This month, we’re highlighting our
Lockout Tagout Demonstrations.

Free Lockout Tagout
Demonstrations

Lockout/tagout (LOTO) is criti-
cal to workplace safety because it
prevents the unexpected release
of hazardous energy, like elec-
tricity, while equipment is being

serviced or maintained. Without
proper LOTO procedures, workers
face serious risks including shocks,
burns, and even fatalities.

For organizations responsible for
protecting their teams, it’s not just
a best practice—it’s a core part of
a strong safety culture.

That’s why our members are
encouraged to request a free
virtual or hands-on demo: it’s an
opportunity to ensure your team
understands exactly how to prop-
erly isolate and secure an electrical
source, ask questions in real time,
and build confidence in procedures
that could ultimately save a life.

Request your free LOTO demon-
stration today at csdpool.org/
request-a-safety-consultation.

To learn more, visit our website
at csdpool.org/safety-consulting.

As Your Risk Management
Partner, we remain committed
to providing specialized cover-
ages tailored for public enti-
ties, exemplary claims support,
and safety and loss prevention
services to ensure everyone within
the organization—from Board
members to supervisors and staff—
has the tools they need to succeed.
If you have any questions about the
resources mentioned here, please
visit csdpool.org or message us at
csdpool.org/connect.

Colorado Special Districts
Property and Liability Pool
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The Colorado Special Districts
Property and Liability Pool
Has Launched a New Podcast!

Entitled “Safe Not Sorry,” this informative podcast is designed to explore
real-world challenges members face and to share practical insights to
protect people, property, and communities. The first episode is called

“Why Safety?” and discusses the history of safety and its relevance to
modern day Ilfe

You can listen in on Spotify and Apple Music. Take a R in i
it out today!
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You Will Lose Your 25% Discount if

You Don’t Pay Your SDA Renewal
by July 1...So Don’t Del.

Many of you renewed your 2026 SDA membership by March 1 and
received a 25% discount, but there is one more important step to take
care of.

Now, make sure you pay your dues by July 1or you will lose the discount!
This only gives you a few more weeks so don’t wait any longer!

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Karla Boughey,
our Membership Services Coordinator, at 303-863-1733.

COLLINS | COLE
WINN [ ULMER

COLORADO'S LOCAL GOVERNMENT ATTORNEYS
Statewide Experience. Local Knowledge.

Re 720.617.0080 M info@cogovlaw.com @ www.cogovlaw.com




DENVER, CO 80203 | CO.ORG
Scan this QR Code with your ‘smart’ phone to visit us on the Web

Keep
Safety
Top of
Mind

Learn the ins &
outs of LOTO
from a certified
safety expert

Request A Lockout Tagout Demo

csdpool.org/safety-consulting
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