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Cash Management for Colorado’s,
Special Di_s_tricts Sinc_e 1988 -

®SAFE

A Loeal Goverrumen] imvestrmant Pool

CSAFE: Keeping the ‘Local’ in Local Government Investment Pool

® Dependable Cash Management Solutions for Special Districts

and Management Firms

GASB 79-Compliant, AAAmmf-rated CSAFE Cash: Daily Liquidity

AAAf/S1-rated CSAFE Core: Next-Day Liquidity
Participant-to-Participant Transfer Capability
New & Enhanced Participant Portal

2

Cory Gebel, CFA
cory.gebel@csafe.org

720.879.1800

g

Brent Turner, CTP

brent.turner@csafe.org

720.879.1318

This communication is provided for informational purposes only and is not an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy shares in CSAFE or any investment product. Past performance is not indicative of future results. Investment returns and principal value will
fluctuate, and investors may experience gains or losses. Any yield or performance-related data referenced in this document reflect historical data and may not represent the current yield on CSAFE Cash. For current performance information, visit www.csafe.org.
Investors should consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses before investing in any of the CSAFE portfolios. This and other information about the CSAFE portfolios is available in the current Information Statement, which should be read carefully
before investing. A copy of the Information Statement may be obtained at www.csafe.org. CSAFE is a Colorado local government investment pool (LGIP) designed for safety, liquidity, and yield. Investments in CSAFE are not guaranteed or insured by the FDIC or any
other government agency. CSAFE is not a bank. While the CSAFE Cash Portfolio seeks to maintain a stable net asset value of $1.00 per share and the CSAFE Core Portfolio seeks to achieve a net asset value of $2.00 per share, it is possible to lose money investing in
CSAFE. Shares of CSAFE are distributed by Ridgeline Public Advisors, LLC, member FINRA (www.finra.org). Morgan Stanley Zephyr Group serves as investment adviser to CSAFE. Please consult your legal or financial advisor before making investment decisions.
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Dear SDA Members,

As we continue to celebrate SDA’s 50t
anniversary, | would like to take a moment
to thank you, our members, for the work
you do every day in serving your commu-
nities and strengthening Colorado. Special
districts are the cornerstone of local govern-
ment, providing the essential services that
make our state thrive: clean water, fire
protection, parks and recreation, libraries,
and so much more.

This milestone year gave us the oppor-
tunity to reflect on how far we have come

together. From our beginnings in 1975 to the strong, united voice
we have today, SDA’s success is built entirely on the dedication and
leadership of our members. Your work in every corner of the state
demonstrates the very best of local governance—innovative, respon-
sive, and community driven.

The 2025 SDA Annual Conference in Keystone was a perfect reflec-
tion of that spirit. The energy, ideas, and collaboration on display
reminded us why this association continues to grow and make a differ-
ence year after year.

As we look ahead to the next fifty years, we remain deeply grateful
for your trust, partnership, and commitment to serving Colorado’s
residents. Together, we will continue to strengthen special districts,
support good governance, and ensure that local voices remain at the
heart of every community.

With appreciation,

A Terty

Ann Terry, CEO
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Since 1995, the Colorado Employer Benefit Trust has partnered with the Special :
District Association of Colorado to provide benefit solutions that are superior Benefit by Trust
and affordable. With more than 240 Special Districts participating in the Trust,
CEBT is recognized for its comprehensive benefit offerings, exceptional

customer service and consistently low rate increases.

WS\
OUR MISSION

"To provide quality health benefit options at a

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT competitive cost with superior service to eligible

By joining CEBT's self-insured pool you can enjoy: employer groups.”

For more information contact:
e 303-345-7730
v Reduced Administrative Costs N Terry.Rook@wtwco.com

/A Long-term Stable Solution for Your District & www.cebtorg
REQUEST A QUOTE NOW

v Lower Risk

Innovation to Achieve a -
Brighter Future zoo s

il

)

+ Water/Wastewater + Water/Wastewater * Special District » Groundwater Wells
Treatment Infrastructure Engineering and « Construction
Planning, Design and Consulting Services Management 1
Rehabilitation 5 s T
5 L
¢ na aW s .
Contact: Jerry Pena | 215 Union Blvd, Suite 500, Lakewood, CO 80228 | (720) 744-2233 | kennedyjenks.com
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Shareholders Associates '
BUILDING AND PROTECTING COLORADO COMMUNITIES. Paul R. Cockrel Madison P, Plasencia e
Evan D. Ela Dakota C. Spence-Zurek e
Providing general and specialized legal services for Linda M. Glesne Glory S. Schmidt
special district formation, board governance, public David A. Greher Paralegals ,.J"F's‘-‘k’\
infrastructure development, contracting and finance, Matthew P. Ruhland  Micki Mills ? Eent
elections, employment matters, water law, and general loseph W. Norris Sa.rah Luetjen it 14
. . o - Kristin Herndon A
operation of metropolitan, water, sanitation, fire Angela de la Garza Eckle . '|._:__-. :
protection, emergency and hospital, and recreation \ L

districts and other public service entities. 44 Cook Street, Suite 620, Denver, CO 80206
www.cegrlaw.com ¢ 303-218-7200


https://cebt.org/contact 

Meredith Smith Quarles Michael Valdez Megan Lippard

T

Anthoney Sandoval Karla Boughey Jamille Andres

May all the joys of this happy season be yours now and into the New Year!
Best wishes from the SDA team!
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As we wrap
up the year of celebrating our 50t anniversary,
we wanted to share these two letters from 1995
when we were commemorating our 20t anniver-
sary. The note from John Amato, who was one of
the very first SDA Board members, appeared in
the March 1995 newsletter. The letter from Dodie
Gale, SDA’s first Executive Director, appeared
in the April 1995 issue of the newsletter. Both
John and Dodie speak to the variety of ways

SDA supports districts around the state, from
providing training opportunities and access to
insurance coverage to legislative advocacy and
becoming a voice for districts. We are proud that
this work has not only continued, but that we
have been able to evolve and expand the support
we offer to best meet the needs of districts
across Colorado. And now we have a number of
new things in the works for 2026! Stay tuned for
more to come and here’s to the next 50 years!

HAPPY 20TH ANNIVERSARY SDA

John 0. Amato

February 25, 1995

Special District Association of Colorado
225 Fast 16th Avenue, Suite 1120
Denver, CO 80203

Ladies and Gentlemen:

n celebration of its

twentieth

Anniversary, SDA
will be running
historical vignettes
and letters from
founders and other
early contributors to
its success over the
years.

Twenty years ago a small group of individuals involved in one
form of local government formulated a plan to prevent special
districts from being legislated out of existence. That plan was
successful. It expanded and evoltved into an entity that codifies
statutes, upgrades special district employees and elected officials
to a mew (evel of professionalism, and provides workers
compensation, dental, medical, (ife, disability, property and
fiability insurance programs resulting in substantial savings to
taxpayers. These accomplishments far exceed anything the
organizers, in their greatest optimism, ever envisioned.

Congratulations SDA on twenty years of solid accomplisfiment!!
Sincerely,

JoAn V. Amato

Anyone with a special
memory about SDA
which you would like
to see in the
Newsletter is invited
to call the SDA office.
We would love to
include your bit of
history.

Editor’s Note: John Amato was an organizer of the SDA, its first and
continuing president for its early years and still serves as its Treasurer
and a member of its Board of Directors and numerous committees.
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HAPPY 20TH ANNIVERSARY SDA

| Dodie Gale

nother

historical

March 21, 1995

Special District Association of Colorado
225 East 16th Street, Suite 1120 .
Denver, CO 80203 “gnelm

Members and Associates:
from an early
Congratulations for twenty years of service to all of the dedicated and talented people who

work with special districts in Colorado. The range of services provided today by SDA were .
not even dreams twenty years ago. It has truly been an outstanding growth period as contributor to the
witnessed by the Association’s numerous programs and services now offered to its
members.

twenty years of
Twenty years ago, I was working in the Department of Local Affairs and one of my duties
was the legislative liaison for the many local government programs under the jurisdiction of .
this department. Every form of local government was represented by an association — success of SDA in
except special districts. Ifound myself being the spokesman more often than probably was
appropriate. Because a few good men created the Special District Association, the laws .
were clarified, strengthened, and an official lobbyist, John Tipton, represented these Semng Colorado
interests. Jim Collins provided technical assistance and provided a newsletter to the
members informing them of changes in laws and regulations as well as holding annual

Twenty years ago, special districts were not included in meetings where local government
issues were discussed. SDA changed that and today, not only are they included, but are no
longer referred to as “phantom governments™ and have earned respect as a credible unit of
local government.

I am proud to have been the first Executive Director of SDA. I still miss all of the fine
people who truly are SDA — its fine staff, members of the Board of Directors and the many
committees, and all of you who devote your time and talent to the provision of services to a
large population of our state.

Keep up the good work for another twenty years!

Sincerely,

Dodie Gale l
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& ASSOCIATES

Providing Special District Management and Accounting Services for Over 30 Years

) Evergreen, CO | 303.674.3379 | SimonsonAndAssociates.com | mail@jsimonson.com &

McGEADY ok A .

450 E. 17th Avenue, Suite 40
’] %(E)%I?'Eg F Denver, CO 80203
BRI LIAMS 303-592-4380
- —I www.SpecialDistrictLaw.com

RELIABILITY. EFFICIENCY. CREATIVITY. DELIVERY. Q
- . ”-'

GRS e G R T :
Blending Innovation & Tradition Since 1955

Sustainable water/wastewater engineering , management, and
operations & maintenance solutions for future generations.

f|i| MERRICK® Wade Wheatlake, Project Manager

J wade.wheatlake@merrick.com

Seter’ Vander Wall Representing and
&_ Mielke’ RC . advocating for

local governments
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

County
Health Pool

A Better Healthcare
Choice for
all local governments

Medical
Dental
Vision

Life

COBRA

HIPAA

Take control of rising health
care costs by pooling with fellow
entities. This proven, cost-saving
solution has been meeting the
insurance needs of local
governments since 1984.

For more information or a
quote, contact:

Marissa Gaertner
CHP Benefits Manager
(303) 861-0507
mgaertner@ctsi.org

County Technical Services Inc.
800 Grant Street, Suite 400

Denver, Colorado 80203
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Andy Bass to Lead
South Suburban Park
and Recreation District

fter a nationwide search,
ASouth Suburban Park and

Recreation District (SSPRD)
has selected Andy Bass as its new
Executive Director.

Bass will lead an organization that
includes more than 100 parks; 2,500
acres of open space; 125 miles of
trails; four golf courses and a hotel;
four full-service recreation centers;
two ice arenas; tennis and pickleball
facilities; and a prominent botanical
garden and event center.

Bass acknowledges that SSPRD is
a large special district, serving more
than 151,000 residents in six cities
and three counties.

Andy Bass

Background Includes Extensive Experience
Bass comes to SSPRD from the City of Chandler,
Arizona where he was Deputy City Manager from 2019-
2022, managing many city departments that included
Chandler’s parks and recreation operations.

Prior to his time in Chandler, Bass had similar roles
with Reno, Nevada; Midland, Texas; the New Territory
Residential Community Association, Texas; and Cortez
and Bayfield, Colorado.

Bass holds a degree in exercise physiology from the
University of Utah and a master’s degree in business

administration from the University
of Colorado, as well as a Parks and
Recreation Professional Certification.

Deep Roots in Colorado
Bass says that he and his wife have deep
roots in Colorado, having grown up in
the Denver metro area, where they both
attended Arapahoe High School.

The couple have six children, four of
whom are still at home and adjusting
well to the family’s change in location.

Getting to Know Partner Communities
Interviewed one month after he began
his new position with SSPRD, Bass says
he has spent much of his initial time on
the job getting to know leaders of the partner commu-
nities that SSPRD serves.

He sees the organization’s strengths as its long
history of providing great programs and a track record
of caring for its parks, open spaces, and facilities well.

Excited to Participate with SDA
Bass says he is very excited to participate with SDA and
notes that he looks forward to meeting other leaders
of special districts across Colorado.

He hopes to attend SDA’s Annual Conference next year
and to continually engage with local and state issues.

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY-BASED GOVERNMENT | SDACO.ORG | DECEMBER 2025 9
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The following is a to-do list for your
district in the upcoming year. Please
note that this list merely highlights
some of your reporting and filing
responsibilities; it is not exhaustive.

Deadlines in the blue boxes occur on
the same date each year. Deadlines in
the green boxes fall on different dates
each year.

JLALMLUILY Jed

On or before January 1 of each year

File a current, accurate map of the district
boundaries (or letter stating there were no
changes) with:

» the Division of Local Government (DLG);
» the County Clerk and Recorder of each

County in which the district is located;
and

» the County Assessor of each County in
which the district is located!

B, - A

First Board meeting

Atthe first regular Board meeting of the new
calendar year, designate the “official” post-
ing location for 24-hour (agenda) notice of
district meetings.? The posting location may
be the public website of the district or the

physical location(s) within the district bound-
aries designated by the district at the first
regular Board meeting of the new calen-
dar year. In order to comply with the post-
ing of notice on the public website of the
district or at the physical location, the notice
must contain the specific agenda informa-
tion, if available, and posted not less than
24 hours prior to the holding of the meet-
ing. A district that posts notices on a website
shall provide the address of the website to
the Department of Local Affairs. The district
must still designate one physical location
within the district boundaries for posting
in the event of an exigent or emergency
circumstance which prevents posting or
public access to the online webpage.

Conduct annual meeting

Metropolitan districts that were organized
after January 1, 2000 and with residential
units in its boundaries must conduct an
annual meeting. No official action may be
taken by the Board at the annual meeting. At
the annual meeting, there must be a presen-
tation on the status of the public infrastruc-
ture project and outstanding bonds, and a

review of the district’'s unaudited financial

0 walciuar

statements. The district Board must provide
an opportunity for members of the public to
ask questions about the district.

The annual meeting must be held in person,
virtually or in person and virtually. If only
held in person, it must be held at a physical
location within the boundaries of the district,
within any county in which the district is
located, or at any location that is no more
than 5 miles from the district’s boundar-
ies. If the annual meeting is held in person
and held in a year immediately preceding a
regular election year, the self-nomination and
acceptance forms must be available in paper
form for electors and include the deadlines
when the form can be filed and the person
to file the form with.

Notice of the date, time and location of the
annual meeting must be posted in the same
manner as a regular meeting and either
posted on the home page of the district’s
website or accessible by a link on the home
page. The notice must also be provided by
mailing, at the lowest cost option, to each
address of an eligible elector of the district
as listed on the property owners list provided
by the County Assessor of each county in
which the district is located as of the date that
is no more than 90 days prior to the annual
meeting or by email to any email addresses
of the eligible electors within the district that
eligible electors have provided to the district
for purposes of receiving communications.

Notice of rate or fee change for water or
sanitary sewer services

Districts fixing or increasing fees or other
charges for water and sanitary sewer
services must hold a public meeting to do
so. The district must provide notice to their
customers 30 days in advance of the public
meeting.3

The notice to customers must be made in
one or more of the following ways:

» Mailing the notice separately to each
customer; or

»

¥

Including the notice as a prominent part
of a newsletter, annual report, billing
insert, billing statement, letter or other
informational mailing sent to each
customer; or

» Posting the notice on the district’s
official website, if there is a link to
the district’s website on the official
website of the DLG; or

» If the district is a member of the Special ’
District Association of Colorado (SDA),
by updating the transparency notice on
the SDA's website.

January 15

Pursuant to Section 32-1-809, C.R.S., an
annual “transparency” notice must be
provided to eligible electors between
November 16 and January 15. The annual
transparency notice to electors must contain
certain information about the district, includ-
ing, but not limited to:

» Address, telephone number, and contact
for the district;

» Board member names and contact
information;

» Name of Board Chair or President;

» Name of each Board member whose
office will be on the ballot at the next
regular special district election;

» Date of next Board election and
procedures for filing self-nomination;

» Mill levy and total property tax revenues
received during the last year; and

» Regular Board meeting and posting
location information.

The transparency notice must be provided in
one or more of the following ways:

» Mailing the notice separately to each
household where one or more eligible
electors of the district reside; or

»

Y

Including the notice as a prominent part
of a newsletter, annual report, billing
insert, billing statement, letter, or other
informational mailing sent to each
customer; or

» Posting the notice on the district’s
official website, if there is a link to the
district’s website on the official website
of the DLG; or

» If the district is a member of SDA, by
updating the transparency notice on
SDA's website; or

» For a district with less than 1,000
eligible electors that is wholly located
in a county with a population of less
than 30,000, posting the notice in at
least three publication places within
the district and at the County Clerk and
Recorder’s office.
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In addition, a copy of this annual transpar-
ency notice is also filed with:

» the DLG;

» the Board of County Commissioners;
» the County Assessor;

» the County Treasurer;

» the County Clerk and Recorder; and

» the governing body of any municipality
in which the district is located.*

January 30

File with DLG a certified copy of adopted
budget, including budget message, certifi-
cation of tax levy and any resolutions adopt-
ing the budget, appropriating money, and
fixing the rate of any mill levy.®

,' order of inclusion with the DLG and the

—
March 1 (60 days after end of fiscal year)
Annual information report to the DLG with
respect to any nonrated public securities
of the district in an amount not less than
$1,000,000 which were outstanding as of
the end of the fiscal year (December 31).6

March 31
™ (within 3 months of close of fiscal year)

% Application for exemption from audit, if appli-
cable, due to State Auditor. Any local govern-
ment where revenues or expenditures are
not more than $1,000,000 may, with the
¥ approval of the State Auditor, be exempt
from the provisions of Section 29-1-603

If district has authorized but unissued
general obligation debt as of the end of
its fiscal year (December 31), submit copy
of application for exemption from audit to
Board of County Commissioners or govern-
ing body of municipality that adopted a reso-
lution of approval of the service plan.?

Prior to May 1

If any new property included in district by
100% owner petition, deadline to record
court order of inclusion with County Clerk
and Recorder to enable district to levy tax
against newly included property for the year
in which the inclusion occurred.®

File a recorded copy of the certified court
order of inclusion with the DLG and the
County Clerk and Recorder."

Record a special district public disclosure
document and a map of the new boundaries
of the district at the same time as recording
the order of inclusion.™

| Record a special district public disclosure

June 30

Auditor submits completed audit and audit
report to district Board.?

File copy with State Auditor within 30 days
after receipt®

June 30 (Continued)

Submit audit report or application for
exemption from audit to Board of County
Commissioners or governing body of munic-
ipality that adopted a resolution of approval
of the service plan if district has authorized
but unissued general obligation debt as of
the end of its fiscal year (December 31)*

Prior to July 1

If any new property included into district by
taxpayer petition or Board resolution, dead-
line to record court order of inclusion with
County Clerk and Recorder to enable district
to levy tax on newly included property for
year in which inclusion occurred®

File a recorded copy of the certified court

County Clerk and Recorder’®

document and a map of the new boundaries
of the district at the same time as recording
the order of inclusion.

July 30
File audit report with State Auditor within 30
days after the report is received,” but not
later than July 30, or file request for exten-
sion of time to file audit.

Submit audit report to Board of County
Commissioners or governing body of munic-
ipality that adopted a resolution of approval
of the service plan if district has authorized
but unissued general obligation debt as of
the end of its fiscal year (December 31).®

August 25

County Assessor certifies district’s valuation
for assessment (preliminary).”®

September 30

If the State Auditor has granted extension
of time to file audit, this is the final date an
audit may be filed. Failure to file the audit
may result in the State Auditor authorizing
the County Treasurer to prohibit the release
of any monies which were generated pursu-
ant to the taxing authority of the district until
the district submits an audit report to the
state auditor.

October1

Any district created after July 1, 2000, |
shall file not more than once a year a
special district annual report for the
preceding calendar year. Unless the
requirement is waived or otherwise
requested by an earlier date by the
Board of County Commissioners or by
the governing body of the municipality
in which a special district is wholly or
partially located, the annual report must

" The annual report must be electroni-

diction has changed due to annexation

be provided by October 1 of each year.

cally filed with the governing body that
approved the service plan or, if the juris-

into a municipality, the current governing
body with jurisdiction over the special
district, the DLG and the State Auditor,
and such report must be electronically
filed with the County Clerk and Recorder
for public inspection, and a copy of the
report must be made available by the
district on the district’s website.

The annual report must include, as appli-
cable for the reporting year, but shall not
be limited to:

» Boundary changes made;

» Intergovernmental agreements
entered into or terminated with other
governmental entities;

» Access information to obtain a copy of
rules and regulations adopted by the
Board;

» A summary of litigation involving public
improvements owned by the district;

» The status of the construction of public
improvements by the district;

» A list of facilities or improvements
constructed by the district that were
conveyed or dedicated to the county or
municipality;

» The final assessed valuation of the
district as of December 31 of the
reporting yeatr;

» A copy of the current year’s budget;

» A copy of the audited financial
statements or the application for
exemption from audit, as applicable;

» Notice of any uncured defaults existing
for more than ninety days under any
debt instrument of the district;

» Any inability of the district to pay its
obligations as they come due under any
obligation which continues beyond a
90-day period; and®

» Any additional information required by
the district’s approved service plan.

October 15

Qualified person prepares and submits
proposed budget to Board.?!

Schedule public hearing to consider adop-
tion of budget. Arrange for publication/post-
ing of the notice of budget and hearing.?

November 16

Begin 60-day window to provide annual
“transparency” notice to electors.z

Continued on page 12
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| December 10

County Assessor certifies district’s valuation
for assessment (final).2

December 15

Adopt budget and appropriate moneys, if
certifying a mill levy.®
T

December 15

Certify mill levy to Board of County
Commissioners.?®

December 15

File notice of inactive status, if applica-
ble, with:?’

»

»

»

»

»

»

December 15

3 File notice of intent to continue in inactive
status, if applicable, with:28

Board(s) of County Commissioners or
governing body of municipality that
approved district service plan;

County Treasurer;

County Assessor;

County Clerk and Recorder;
District Court;
State Auditor; and
DLG

State Auditor and

December 31

Adopt budget and appropriate moneys, if
not levying property taxes.?

December 31

Calculate (as of the end of the fiscal year)
district’s authorized but unissued general
obligation debt. Specify amount, if any, and
any current or anticipated plan to issue the
debt in district’s audit report.®

December 31

At least annually, publish information about
land development charges, if applicable, on
district’s official website.™

December 31

An annual inventory of real and personal
property having an original cost that equals
or exceeds an amount established by the
district, unless the amount is established by
the State.®

! Section 32-1-306, C.R.S.
2 Section 24-6-402(2)(c), C.R.S.
3 Section 32-1-1001(2)(a), C.R.S.

4 Section 32-1-809, C.R.S. and Section 32-1-

1042), C.R.S.
5 Section 29-1-113(1), C.R.S.
6 Section 11-58-105, C.R.S.
7 Section 29-1-604, C.R.S.
& Section 29-1-606(7), C.R.S.
 Sections 39-1-110(1.5) and 32-1-105, C.R.S.
' Section 32-1-105, C.R.S.

Renew Your SDA Membership Today

w‘jt'li'lﬁ'lf'j l‘a:lo“'“ag

" Section 32-1-104.8, C.R.S.
2 Section 29-1-606, C.R.S.

5 Section 29-1-606(3), C.R.S.
" Section 29-1-606(7), C.R.S.

S Sections 39-1-110(1.5), 32-1-401(2), and
32-1-105, C.R.S.

16 Section 32-1-105, C.R.S.

7 Section 29-1-606, C.R.S.

® Section 29-1-606(7), C.R.S.

© Section 39-5-128(D), C.R.S.

20 Section 32-1-207(3)(c), C.R.S.
21 Section 29-1-105, C.R.S.

22 Section 29-1-106(3), C.R.S.

2 Section 32-1-809, C.R.S.

24 Section 39-1-111(5), C.R.S.

25 Section 29-1-108(2), C.R.S.

% Sections 39-5-128(1) and 32-1-1201, C.R.S.

27 Section 32-1-104(3), C.R.S.
28 Section 32-1-104(4), C.R.S.
2% Section 29-1-108(2), C.R.S.

30 Sections 29-1-605(2) and 29-1-606(7),
CRS.

31 Section 29-1-803(1), C.R.S.
32 Section 29-1-506(1), C.R.S.

Many thanks to Micki Mills at Cockrel
8 Ela Glesne Greher & Ruhland, P.C.
(CEGR Law) for her assistance in
reviewing and updating this calendar.

and Receive a 25% Discount!

ur 2026 membership
renewals just opened,
and now is the perfect
time to renew yours! And here’s
the best part: if you’re a district
and you renew by March 1, 2026
(and pay by July 1, 2026), you
will receive a 25% discount!
Plus, don’t forget that your SDA
membership comes with an added
benefit: access to the National
Special Districts Association. This
national membership provides
additional resources, support,

—
-,

>
=, SPECIAL DISTRICF ASSOCI

SDAL
NSDAZ

MATIDNAL SPECIAL DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION
and networking opportunities at
a national level as well as grant
funding options. Please visit www.
nationalspecialdistricts.org for
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more information!

Renewing is quick and easy.
Simply go to the SDA website
at www.sdaco.org to get started
(if you’re a district, remember to
have your 2026 budget informa-
tion handy).

If you have any questions or
need any assistance, please
feel free to contact Karla
Boughey, Membership Services
Coordinator, at 303-863-1733.

Don’t delay; go online and
renew today!
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SDA Legislative Briefings
Set to Begin January 20!

re you looking for an easy and convenient

way to stay up to date on the latest legislative

issues for special districts? Then make sure
to mark your calendars to join us for the 2026 SDA
Legislative Briefings!

The 2026 Legislative Session officially convenes on Wednesday,
January 14, and we already have our full set of Legislative Briefings
scheduled and ready to go.

The first briefing will take place on Tuesday, January 20 at
12:00 pm. These briefings will take place via Zoom, and all SDA
members are welcome to listen in as we review the current hot
topics and issues we have been working on at the Capitol.

Following the first briefing, the schedule of briefings for the entire
Session is as follows:

» Tuesday, February 10 at 12:00 pm
» Tuesday, February 24 at 12:00 pm
» Tuesday, March 10 at 12:00 pm

» Tuesday, March 24 at 12:00 pm

» Tuesday, April 7 at 12:00 pm

» Tuesday, April 21at 12:00 pm

» Tuesday, May 5 at 12:00 pm

Please visit the SDA website at www.sdaco.org for more infor-
mation and for the Zoom links to register for each meeting.

Whether you would like to listen every time or just once in a while,
this is an easy way to stay informed on all the current issues (please
note that we will not be recording the briefings).

In addition, you will also be able to access a wide variety of legis-
lative information on the SDA website. Here you will find the full
Legislative Briefing schedule, the bill tracker, and any other perti-
nent legislative update or reports, all in one easy-to-find place. This
added convenience is a quick and helpful way for members to stay
up to date with the Legislative Session.

As always, please contact the SDA office at 303-863-1733 and ask
for Ann Terry or Michael Valdez if you have any questions.
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Deadline to File

Your Transparency Notice
1S January 15

About Transparency Notices

Title 32, Article 1, Colorado Revised Statutes, requires
that certain special districts (see chart on page 15) give
public notice each year of certain basic information
about the district:

» Address, telephone number, and primary
contact person

» The names of and contact information for the
members of the Board

» The name of the Board Chair or President

» The name of each Board member whose office
will be on the ballot at the next regular special
district election

» The time, date, and location of regular Board
meetings

» Board meeting and posting location information

» Mill levy and property tax revenues received
during the last year

» Date of next regular election
» The self-nomination procedure

Nicknamed the “Transparency Notice,” this notice
may be disseminated to the public in a variety of ways
(as discussed later in this article), but most special
districts either post it on their own website or post it
on the SDA website.

The chart on page 15 lists special districts that are
required to provide a Transparency Notice and those
that are not.

Posting on SDA’s Website

If you plan to post your district’s Transparency Notice on
the SDA website, first be sure your district is a current
member of SDA. State law requires membership in SDA
if you would like to post your Transparency Notice on
the SDA website.

If you are a current member, you can review and
update your Transparency Notice by going to the SDA
website at www.sdaco.org. Make sure you are logged
in and then click on “Transparency Notice” in the blue
ribbon at the top of the page.

When you complete your online SDA membership
renewal, you will also be given a prompt at the end of
the renewal process to update your Transparency Notice.

Posting on Your District’s Website

If you wish to post the Transparency Notice you've
created on the SDA website on your district’s
website, you can print and post a copy of the
completed SDA form.

If you choose to post your notice on your district’s
official website, your district’s website must be
“linked” to the website of the Division of Local
Government (DLG). If you haven’t already established
a link, please contact the DLG at 303-864-7720, and
they can help walk you through this process.

Other Ways to Distribute Your Transparency Notice
In addition to the website postings discussed above, the
statute provides that the annual Transparency Notice
to Electors may be disseminated in one or more of the
following ways:

1. Mailing the notice to each household where one
or more eligible district electors reside;

2. Including the notice as a prominent part of a:
a. Newsletter
b. Annual report
c. Billing insert
d. Billing statement
e. Letter

f. Voter information card or other election
notice

g. Other informational mailing sent by the
district to eligible electors

3. Physically posting the Transparency Notice as
provided in the statute,’ but only if the special
district has fewer than 1,000 eligible electors
and the district is wholly located in a county
with a population fewer than 30,000.

If you plan to use one of these other distribution
methods, you may draft your own Transparency Notice
as long as it contains all the information required by
Section 32-1-809(1)(a-i), C.R.S. The Division of Local
Government has prepared a statutorily sufficient
Transparency Notice template that you may access
on the DLG website.
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Required to Provide Transparency Notice
Ambulance districts
Fire protection districts
Forest improvement districts

Health service (hospital), health assurance, and
mental health care service districts

Metropolitan districts

Mosquito control districts (not county pest control
districts)

Park and recreation districts
Sanitation districts

Tunnel districts

Water districts

Water and sanitation districts

If you have any questions or
need assistance accessing
your Transparency Notice,

please call the SDA office at
303-863-1733.

In addition, a copy of the Transparency Notice is
also filed with:

» the Division of Local Government;

» the Board of County Commissioners;
» the County Assessor;

» the County Treasurer;

» the County Clerk and Recorder; and

» the governing body of any municipality in which
the district is located.

Exemptions for Inactive Districts

Special districts that have legally claimed “inactive”
status pursuant to Section 32-1-104, C.R.S., are exempt
from complying with the Transparency Notice provi-
sions in Section 32-1-809, C.R.S.

CORA and Water and Sanitary Rate Increase Notices
In addition to the Transparency Notice information,
SDA members can also post their required document

NOT Required to Provide Transparency Notice

Business improvement, general improvement,
local improvement, public improvement, and
special improvement districts

Cemetery districts
Conservancy districts

Conservation districts (formerly soil conservation
districts)

Conservation districts (river water)
Disposal districts

Drainage districts

Federal mineral lease districts

Ground water management districts
Intergovernmental authorities

Irrigation districts

Junior college districts

Library districts

Local marketing districts

Pest control districts (county-established)
Recreation districts (county-established)
School districts

Urban drainage and flood control districts

Urban renewal and downtown development
authorities

Water conservancy districts

Water conservation districts

and retrieval policy and fee schedule for Colorado
Open Records Act (CORA) requests directly on the
Transparency Notice form on the SDA website. Please
note: effective July 1, 2024, the CORA maximum hourly
research and retrieval fee increased to $41.37. Before
increasing the fee, government entities must revise
and publish their Colorado Open Records Act policies
to include the new fee.

There is also a section to post notice of a public hear-
ing if a district plans a fee increase or change for water
or sanitary sewer service.

We Make It Easy for You
Being able to take care of all of these requirements in
one easy place is an added membership benefit that
we hope all districts will take advantage of.

If you have any questions or need assistance access-
ing your Transparency Notice, please call the SDA
office at 303-863-1733.

! See §32-1-809(2)(e), C.R.S.
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Spencer Fane LLP | spencerfane.com
1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 2000 | Denver, CO 80203

S p e n Ce r Fa n e Phone: 303.839.3800 | Fax: 303.839.3838

Spencer Fane is the law firm where your leaders work
with our leaders. With over 120 combined years of
special district experience in Colorado, we can handle all
of your district’s legal needs. Advancing the interests of
your district is our priority.

.. . contributing to a cleaner, safer Colorado through low-cost loans
to governmental entities for all types of water infrastructure projects.

Call 303-830-1550 or e-mail info@cwrpda.com | www.cwrpda.com
4 o

Finance & Accounting | Capital Infrastructure & Facilities Maintenance District Management & Administration

B From shaping communities to building futures,

2 P IN N AC L E we guide special districts through every stage.
& COMSULTING GROUR INC.

sy - sy Discover your custom solution with us today.

Colorado & Utah | 970.669.3611 | www.PCGl.com

PROVIDING WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICE.S;'@
FOR SPECIAL DISTRICTS IN COLORADO, "
NATIONWIDE, AND INTERNATIONALLY

] MMARTINMARTIN
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

303.431.6100 martinmartin.com

.
™ A
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Grants Now Available for
Website Compliance and
ADA PDF Remediation!

e are thrilled to announce that we are rolling out a
brand new grant program to help districts with website
compliance and PDF conversion services!

Our program offers a one-time reimbursement of up to $300 in
costs for ADA website compliance services, including PDF reme-
diations. Districts with operating budgets of $250,000 or less are
eligible, and one reimbursement is allowed per district.

“We know the hard work that has been dedicated to bringing
websites and documents into compliance, and we are pleased to be
able to assist with this process in any way we can,” said Ann Terry,
SDA’s CEO.

For more information, including the reimbursement form, please
visit our website at www.sdaco.org. From there, please make sure
you are logged in and then click on “Members” at the top of the
page. You can then scroll to the bottom of the Members page
where you will find a black box with the title “ADA PDF Remediation
Reimbursement Form.”
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COMMUNITY RESOURCE SERVICES

<

GMS

CONSULTING
ENGINEERS

Water

Supply
Consider it Done Treatment
Storage

(303) 381-4960 = www.crsofcolorado.com Distribution

Considerate Staff

Wastewater

Collection
Lift Stations
Force Mains

Treatment

Providing cost-effective, customized
management and accounting services
Cver 200 Clierts & ?wwwdy‘x

Funding Assistance

Grant & Funding Assistance
Feasibility Studies

Drainage

Hydrology
Detention
Conveyance Systems

Facilities Management

by .

ICENOGLE SEAVER POGUE

GIS Mapping
Operations Consultation

A Professional Corporation ! Utl'lt\j ST
Attorneys at Law Municipalities

Serving Colorado Special Districts & Other Political Subdivisions

4725 South Monaco Street, Suite 360, Denver, Colorado 80237
www.isp-law.com | 303.292.9100

L

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

in People’s Lives & Their Environment

Special Districts
Non-Profits

Utilities

Planning
Permitting

Infrastructure

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

www.TSTInfrastructure.com GMS Inc.
303-799-5197 ,
- . Greenwood Village, CO 80111 Serving Colorado and Kansas
" (719) 475-2935
PLANNING. ENGINEERING. CONSTRUCTION. MANAGEMENT. OPERATIONS. Colorado Springs, CO

jmeyer@gmsengr.com
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New SDA Member Benefit

Free Amazon Business Prime

Fast, Free Shipping
for SDA Members

amazon husiness
N’

SDA’s district members and associate members now have
access to new benefits with Amazon Business, including
free Business Prime (a $3,499 value) for two years.

Amazon Business provides the selection, convenience
and value customers have come to know and love from
Amazon, with solutions designed to meet the needs of
SDA members.

« SDA L
Geft starte : .

Access this link: by
https://a.co/6KBVTOmM . . . . L.

Or scan the QR code Special District Association of Colorado
Login fo your existing Supporting Community-Based Government

Amazon Business account or
create a new one

9 Enter code: JRTTNY
L]
e Activate Business Prime at $0O

Free Business Prime Pay by Invoice Exclusive discounts
membership $5,000+ line of credit  Save up to 25% off
Fast, FREE shipping thousands of items in
and unlimited users Office, IT, MRO, and
per account JanSan categories

Offer applies to current and new Amazon Business accounts. SDA members only.
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Discover a bank that knows your

industry as well as you do and
experience the white-glove service
you deserve.

A

Explore our high-touch service,
backed by powerful technology and
banking solutions.

Meet d bank that : | _ ' ConnectLive' Software Integration

customizes o ePay Portal for Homeowners
special district AN Gomect ot it S50 Acess
banking solutions NG Deposit & nvestment Solutions?
for your unique ot No-Fee Lockbox Services'

needs.

Lending Solutions*

David Ford-Coates

|
* b
L Vice President,
| HOA & Special District Banking
(720) 885-1444
dfordcoates@westernalliancebank.com

Tim Bryan

Vice President,

Special District Banking

(720) 987-3945
timothy.bryan@westernalliancebank.com

westernalliancebank.com

We have the tools to
help you...

Engineering & Mapping
Facility Development
District Management

Accounting & Finance Services
Planning

Administrative Support

{“‘x - Mulhern
; : MRE, Inc.

Managing Resources thru Engineering

Mulhern MRE, Inc. | 303.649.9857
Visit our website at www.mulhernmre.com

Y ¥ | 1 '-'.'.!
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Discount Vendors

Guest article by the Colorado Special Districts Property and Liability Pool

Liability Pool remains committed to our

more than 2,500 public entities as Your Risk
Management Partner. Each month, we are focusing on
a different program or service we offer our member-
ship, either at no cost or at a discounted rate. This
month’s highlight showcases our specific discount
programs—a collection of vendors who provide
discounts on products you may already be purchasing.

—|_he Colorado Special Districts Property and

Our Discount Vendors

Do you purchase any products from the following orga-
nizations? If so, make the most of your membership by
enjoying discounts on selected products from:

» Lexipol Fire—10% off custom fire department
policy content, training bulletins, and policy
training

» AED Professionals—20% off all AED units, CPR
training, and related accessories

» Conney Safety—25% off and free shipping on
over 8 million inventoried safety products

» OmniaPartners/Mallory Safety and Supply—
40% off tools, glasses, hearing protection, coats,
and more

» Daupler—%$4,800 annually for software to field
after-hours calls for water, wastewater, and
public works

» FireCatt—10% off all fire hose and ladder testing
technology and services

» NetDiligence Cyber Risk Assessments—
subsidized pricing on all three QuietAudit cyber
assessments

» Red Wing Shoes—15% off all shoes bought at
official Colorado retailers

» RH Borden—5% off equipment and maintenance
for wastewater collection systems

To view additional details about our discount
vendors, or if you have a business partner you would
like to recommend, please visit csdpool.org/discounts
or email info@csdpool.org.

Safety and Loss Prevention Grants

In addition to our discount vendors, we offer up to a
50% reimbursement for your safety and loss preven-
tion purchases. This could include safety equipment,
antivirus software, sighage, training—and any purchase
made from a discount vendor qualifies. Please visit our
site at csdpool.org/safety-grants to learn more.

As Your Risk Management Partner, we remain
committed to providing specialized coverages tailored
for public entities, exemplary claims support, and
safety and loss prevention services to ensure every-
one within the organization—from Board members
to supervisors and staff—has the tools they need to
succeed. If you have any questions about the resources
mentioned here, please visit csdpool.org or email us
at info@csdpool.com.

Colorado Special Districts
Property and Liability Pool
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Welcome New SDA Members

Castle Meadows Metropolitan District Nos. 1-3

District Members

Freestyle Park & Recreation District

Coyote Creek Metropolitan District

East Prowers County Cemetery District
Eastgate Metropolitan District No. 1

EC East Commercial Metropolitan District
EC East Community Authority Board

EC East Industrial Metropolitan District
EC East Metropolitan District Nos. 1-5

EC East Overlay Metropolitan District

EC East Water & Sanitation District

EC West Commercial Metropolitan District
EC West Community Authority Board

EC West Metropolitan District Nos. 2-4

Hawkview Metropolitan District
Jackson 105 Fire Protection District

Kroenke Sports and Entertainment Metropolitan
District Nos. 1-5

Legacy Metropolitan District Nos. 1-12

Main Street Louisville Business Improvement District
Meadoworks Park & Recreation District

Overlook at Homestead Metropolitan District

Pine Brook Water District

Prairie Song Metropolitan District Nos. 1, 2, and 7
Revere at Johnstown Metropolitan District No. 5
Sage Pointe Metropolitan District

EC West Overlay Metropolitan District
Ellston Park Metropolitan District

Village East Metropolitan District No. 3
Yellowstone Ridge Metropolitan District

Associate Members

Organization General Type of Services

Advocacy Marketing Partners

Alderman Bernstein
All Terrain Studios

Bolton & Menk, Inc
Casey Parrot LLC

Centerre Construction

Flock Safety

Freestone Strategies
Hammer & Ledger LLC
Landtech Contractors
NPPFA Benefits
Painting Plus
Reconstruction Experts

Rule4
Schneider Electric
WSB

Yellowstone Landscape

Direct mail, digital advertising, web design and development, and strategic
communications

Eminent domain and real estate law firm

Website design and accessibility compliance, graphic design, and video
production

Engineering, design, and planning solutions
Public finance attorneys

Preconstruction, construction management, general construction, and
design/build services

Security hardware and software

Strategic public affairs, government relations, and crisis communications firm
Bookkeeping and financial services

Commercial landscape construction and maintenance

Retirement plan programs for public sector employees

Commercial, maintenance, hospitality, and residential painting services

HOA reconstruction, construction defect repair, commercial reconstruction,
insurance restoration, and other similar services

Cybersecurity and emerging technology advisory services
Energy technology products, software, and services

Civil engineering firm specializing in community planning, environmental,
and construction services

Landscape maintenance, installation, enhancements, commercial tree care,
and other similar services
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COLLINS | COLE

WINN | ULMER

COLORADO'S LOCAL GOVERNMENT ATTORNEYS
Statewide Experience. Local Knowledge.

Q Lakewood, CO R 720.617.0080 & info@cogovlaw.com & www.cogovlaw.com

Innovation ~ Creativity ~ Fiscal Responsibility ~ Integrity

Water& Wastewater =
reatmentSolutlons

Maintenance ~ Operations ~ Manage—_—_'=_——=———-—

—"___H
Special Services ~ Problem SO|V+H§————————-: e —
e e —— e ————

Call 866-333-9383 or visit www.RECinc.net
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Professionals Mallory Safety & Supply

Lexipol Fire NetDiligence Cyber Risk Conney Safety
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FireCatt Red Wing Shoes
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