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The SDA Annual Conference Will 
Be Here Before We Know It…

 Now’s the Time to Start Making 
Your Plans to Join Us!

It’s hard to believe, but the 2022 SDA Annual Conference, 
September 13-15, is coming up soon (don’t forget, it’s 

Tuesday, September 13 through Thursday, September 15)!

We are very excited to bring back our hybrid format, 
with both an in-person and livestreaming option. 
The entire Conference will be held in-person at the 

Keystone Conference Center, and just like last year, all of 
our keynote presentations and breakout sessions will be 
livestreamed to a convenient online platform that will pro-
vide access for those who would like to join us remotely. 
What’s more, all the sessions will also be recorded and 
available to all attendees after Conference to go back and 
watch the sessions again, either as a refresher or to catch 
up on anything they missed. We know this format provides 
huge benefits for all of our attendees, and we are thrilled to 
offer it again this year.

Our lineup of breakout sessions this year is stellar, and 
the sessions start early on Tuesday morning. All together 
we have over 45 sessions planned, which will provide an 
opportunity for participants to hear from a variety of experts 
on pertinent issues for special districts. On top of all of this, 
our entertaining and informative keynote speakers will offer 
their unique insight and perspective into big picture ideas 
that affect all of us (please see pages 8-11 for all the details 
on their presentations). 

All three days of Conference are jam-packed, with a wide 
variety of universally applicable topics for all district types 
as well as sessions that are more technical in nature. We will 
have sessions on:

	» Leading transition during times of organizational 
change

	» Stakeholder engagement and success with the 
Colorado Fire Commission

	» How to prepare for and run effective Board meetings
	» Cybersecurity
	» Steps for water and wastewater infrastructure funding
	» Construction projects, from RFP to completion 
	» Going to the voters for funding
	» Preparing for the May 2023 election
	» Best practices for your grievance procedure
	» GIS
	» Innovations and funding opportunities for special 

districts
	» Utility rate design
	» Policy engagement and tips on how best to interact 

with your legislators, County Commissioners, and City 
Council members 

This is just the tip of the iceberg so stay tuned for more 
details on all the sessions we have planned!

We are also bringing back the outdoor event tent space 
that will be set up on the Conference Center patio. This 
additional space will be a perfect place to relax during the 
breaks between sessions or even as a place to set up your 
laptop and headphones to tune into any sessions that 
might fill up. Since we will be livestreaming the presenta-
tions to our virtual platform, if you find a meeting room that’s 
full, but you would still like to listen in, you will be able to 
access the livestream right on your laptop! 

As you are making all your plans to join us, below is a gen-
eral outline of how each day of Conference is shaping up.

Continued on page 5



From the Western Slope to  
the Front Range and beyond
 
Across the state of Colorado, Mott MacDonald works 
with its clients to design cost-e�ective systems for 
water and wastewater treatment, water reuse, and 
buildings and facilities. 

To find out more about our consulting engineering 
services, write us at americas@mottmac.com or  
call 800.832.3272 or 303.831.4700. 

mottmac.com

Introducing A New Generation of Law Firm for Colorado Special Districts

165 S. Union Blvd., Union Tower Suite 785, Lakewood, Colorado

cogovlaw.com | 720-617-0080

Jim Collins
Bob Cole
Tim Flynn
Kathryn Winn
Allison Ulmer
Bart Miller, Of Counsel
Peggy Rupp, Paralegal
Crystal Schott, Paralegal

Proven Experience & Local Government Focus
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Tuesday, September 13

	» Plan to get there early! The Conference 
begins at 7:30 am with a welcome breakfast, 
the singing of the National Anthem, and the 
Presentation of the Colors.

	» Immediately following our opening activities, 
we are thrilled to be joined by our breakfast 
keynote speaker, Anton Gunn. Anton is a 
former Presidential advisor who has been 
featured in The Wall Street Journal and on 
Good Morning America, among many others. 
His thought-provoking presentation, “The 
Admired Leader: How to Increase Your 
Influence and Impact,” will be a great way to 
kick off the day.

	» The day will be filled with educational and 
timely sessions for both Board members and 
managers alike. Whether you are new to your 
position or have served in your role for years, 
there will be something for everyone.

	» Our Awards Luncheon will be on Tuesday so 
we have a chance to honor our winners on 
the first day! Join us as we celebrate these 
exceptional Board members, Managers, and 
districts.

	» Tuesday’s lunch will also feature Dr. Jannell 
MacAulay as our keynote speaker. Through 
her enlightening presentation, “Command 
Your Mindset,” Jannell will help you live a 
more present and connected life.

	» On Tuesday afternoon, take a few minutes to 
relax and visit with your fellow attendees on 
the beautiful patio at the Conference Center as 
our Opening Night Extravaganza begins!

	» This year we will have music on the patio with 
the ever-popular Randall McKinnon as well as 
a lively DJ and trivia games in the ballroom! 
And of course lots of amazing food! 

Wednesday, September 14

	» Jason Hewlett will kick off the day with his 
entertaining and insightful presentation “The 
Promise: Discover Your Signature Moves.” 
Jason will leave you in awe with his uncanny 
musical and comedy impressions while at 
the same time teaching important leadership 
lessons.

	» Pertinent and informative sessions will take 
place all morning, with a goodie break in 
between.

	» Our lunchtime keynote speaker, Laurie Guest, 
will have you laughing and learning while she 
shows you ways to improve communication, 
teamwork, and connectedness. “Are We 
Having Fun Yet? Communication and 
Teamwork is More than a Game of Chance” 
will leave you reenergized! 

	» Along with additional educational sessions, 
the Colorado Special Districts Property and 
Liability Pool Annual Membership Meeting 
will take place on Wednesday afternoon. This 
meeting will feature a keynote presentation 
from Chris Nunes, who will discuss the 
importance of innovation and creativity when 
facing change.

	» If you missed the first goodie break in the 
morning, you can catch another one in the 
afternoon!

	» Back by popular demand is our Boots and 
BBQ event on Wednesday evening! Wear your 
favorite pair of boots as you enjoy delicious 
BBQ with all the fixings right on the Conference 
Center patio. This year we will also feature 
music from The Beau Thomas Band!

2022
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Supporting 
Community-Based 

Government

SDA Annual Conference 
September 13-15

Keystone Conference Center

Continued on page 7
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
in People’s Lives & Their Environment

PLANNING. ENGINEERING. CONSTRUCTION. MANAGEMENT. OPERATIONS.

www.TSTInfrastructure.com
303-799-5197

Englewood, CO 80111

Infrastructure
C O N S U LT I N G  E N G I N E E R S

Experience • Integrity • Commitment

Representing and
advocating for
local governments

303.770.2700  | www.svwpc.com  |  svw@svwpc.com
7400 E. Orchard Road, Suite 3300, Greenwood Village Colorado 80111

Mulhern MRE, Inc.  |  303.649.9857
Visit our website at www.mulhernmre.com

Engineering & Mapping
Facility Development
District Management

Accounting & Finance Services
Planning

Administrative Support

We have the tools to 
help you…

COLORADO STATEWIDE INVESTMENT         POOL

 The Colorado Statewide Investment 
Pool (“CSIP”) is a local government  

investment pool in Colorado. 

For more information please contact 
Chris Blackwood at 303-467-1114 

or  visit www.csipinvest.com.
Distributed exclusively by PFM Fund Distributors, Inc.

• Water & Wastewater Infrastructure Design & Rehabilitation
• Water & Wastewater Treatment System Planning & Design
• Groundwater Wells
• Special District Engineering & Consulting Services
• Construction Management

KENNEDYJENKS.COM

CONTACT:
Jerry Peña, P.E. 
720.744.2233

165 S. Union Blvd., Suite 570 

Lakewood, CO 80228Providing over 100 years of technical excellence in:

Enduring Relationships | Trusted Expertise | Promises Delivered
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Thursday, September 15

	» At Thursday’s keynote breakfast, JoAnn Groff, 
Colorado’s Property Tax Administrator, will discuss 
the temporary property tax changes resulting from 
Senate Bill 22-238. This important issue is definitely 
one you will want to know more about.

	» There will be two tracks of sessions between 
breakfast and lunch. This gives us almost 10 
sessions on Thursday morning!

	» We are once again offering our Grab-and-Go Lunch 
that you can stay and enjoy before heading home 
or take with you in the car. This worked out well last 
year, and we are pleased to offer this flexible lunch 
option again.

	» Thursday will be a full day, and we will conclude at 
the perfect time to get you back on your way!

All of this and much, much more awaits you at the 
2022 SDA Annual Conference, September 13-15 at 
the Keystone Conference Center! Registration opens in 
early July so watch your emails and visit the SDA website 
at www.sdaco.org for more information. The hotel 
reservation information is also available on our website. 

Mark your calendars, get ready to register, and we will 
see you in Keystone in September! 

2022 Supporting 
Community-Based 

Government

SDA Annual Conference 
September 13-15

Keystone Conference Center

http://www.sdaco.org
http://www.sdaco.org
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Check Out These 
Keynote Speakers Who Will Be 

Joining Us at the 2022 
SDA Annual Conference!

We have an amazing lineup 
of keynote speakers for this 

year’s Annual Conference! We 
are so excited to be able to host 
this enlightening group of experts 
who will provide the perfect 
complement to the information-
packed breakout sessions we 
will be offering. Their keynote 
presentations will round out our 
event perfectly!

Read on to find out more…

Tuesday Keynote Breakfast

Anton Gunn
The Admired Leader: 

How to Increase Your Influence and Impact
Your effectiveness as a leader is only as strong as your ability 
to influence. The challenge today is that most organizations 
do not give their leaders the tools needed to create lasting 
impact on their workforce. Recent studies show incredibly high 
percentages of employees are disengaged at work and ac-
tively looking for new jobs. Additionally, current reports reveal 
that teams are unhappy, underperforming, and overlooked by 
their management or leadership. Filled with impressive data, 
heartwarming stories, and real-world examples, Anton teaches 
how anyone can become a greater influencer and leader by 
embracing seven simple principles.

2022
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Tuesday Awards Luncheon 
and Keynote Speaker

Dr. Jannell MacAulay
Command Your Mindset

We will be honoring our award winners on Tuesday again 
this year! Join us as we celebrate these exceptional Board 
members, Managers, and districts.

We will also feature U.S. Air Force veteran, Dr. Jannell 
MacAulay, and her enlightening presentation, “Command 
Your Mindset.” No matter the situation — combat, carpool, 
or corporate deadline — stress and overwhelm manifest 
the same way in our bodies. We launch into survival mode, 
which leads to degradations in our focus, our relationships, 
and our career longevity. Jannell takes leaders and teams 
on a transformational journey of self-reflection, leaving you 
with actionable skills to master your internal environment, 
command your mindset, and elevate your performance. She 
will help you live a more present and connected life — in-
creasing productivity, facilitating creativity, and improving 
performance with your teams both at work and at home.

Wednesday Keynote Breakfast

Jason Hewlett
The Promise: 

Discover Your Signature Moves
Sit back, watch, laugh, and sing along in Jason’s entertain-
ing and insightful presentation, all while identifying the tal-
ents and strengths you possess which make you who you 
are as a leader. Jason will inspire you to make a promise 
to utilize that which makes you an effective leader and ca-
pable of helping others do the same. Imagine going back 
to your district motivated with the ability to not only identify 
the strengths of others, but also to help them realize their 
gifts to benefit the entire team and organization and show 
them how to give their best every day. By allowing every-
one in the organization to use their incredible signature 
moves, you will bring your success to new levels.

Continued on page 11
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Spencer Fane LLP | spencerfane.com
1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 2000 | Denver, CO 80203

Phone: 303.839.3800 | Fax: 303.839.3838

Spencer Fane is the law firm where your leaders work 
with our leaders. With over 120 combined years of 
special district experience in Colorado, we can handle all 
of your district’s legal needs. Advancing the interests of 
your district is our priority.

Design | Develop | Maintain | Enhance

Shad Parrish 
308 841 3003 
shad.parrish@brightview.com

Creating beautiful metro districts requires a strategic 
partner with foresight and an unwavering attention to 
detail. BrightView combines the resources of a 
national provider with the local attention you 
deserve. Our team maintains Colorado’s most notable 
metro districts, giving us the experience to provide 
your property the world-class service it deserves.

View your
Landscape Differently

303.431.6100
martinmartin.com

PROVIDING SPECIAL DISTRICT
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS



Wednesday Keynote Lunch

Laurie Guest
Are We Having Fun Yet? Communication and 

Teamwork is More than a Game of Chance
Are you overdue for a fun, laugh-while-learning experience? 
Wouldn’t it be nice if you could also get reacquainted, reen-
ergized, and recommitted to the work at hand? Heck, while 
we’re at it, why not throw in improved personal interactions 
and a morale boost? In this engaging presentation, Laurie 
will teach you ways to improve communication between all 
types of team members and build better internal and exter-
nal rapport. You’ll also learn ways to create a fun environ-
ment and lasting workplace relationships as well as how to 
swap words to create connection.

Thursday Keynote Breakfast

JoAnn Groff
The Good, The Bad, and the Confusing

Property taxes in Colorado have become a source of confu-
sion and change in the past two years. How will it all work? 
Colorado’s Property Tax Administrator, JoAnn Groff, will walk 
through the in’s and out’s of everything you need to know.

SDA Annual Conference 
September 13-15
www.sdaco.org

Mark your calendars, get ready to register, and 

we will see you in Keystone in September!

—Ann Terry, SDA Executive Director
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A Professional Corporation
Attorneys at Law

Serving Colorado Special Districts & Other Political Subdivisions

4725 South Monaco Street, Suite 360, Denver, Colorado 80237
www.isp-law.com  |  303.292.9100

Water
Supply

Treatment 
Storage

Distribution

Wastewater
Collection

Lift Stations
Force Mains
Treatment

Funding Assistance
Grant & Funding Assistance

Feasibility Studies

Drainage
Hydrology
Detention

Conveyance Systems

Facilities Management
GIS Mapping

Operations Consultation

Utility Consultants
Municipalities

Special Districts
Non-Profits

Utilities
Planning

Permitting

GMS Inc. 
Serving Colorado and Kansas

(719) 475-2935
Colorado Springs, CO  
jmeyer@gmsengr.com

GMS
INC

CONSULTING
ENGINEERS
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2022
A Special Thanks to 

SDA’s Platinum Sponsors!
We are thrilled to be working 

with our 16 Platinum Sponsors 
throughout the course of this year and 
for our upcoming Annual Conference! 
Below is a brief background on each 
company, many written directly from 
their perspectives. Please take a min-
ute to learn more about the great ser-
vices they provide and how they might 
be able to help your district. And stop 
by and visit them while you’re at Con-
ference in September!

The Colorado Special Districts Property 
and Liability Pool is Your Risk Manage-
ment Partner.

We are not your typical insurance 
company. Because we are member-
owned, we don’t report to sharehold-
ers—we report to our members. Ev-
erything we do focuses on life safety, 
preventing debilitating injury, and the 
preservation of district property. Our 
staff of dedicated industry profession-
als has pulled together comprehensive 
coverage products and mission-critical 
services tailored specifically for spe-
cial districts. Working with members, 
our staff’s mission is to ensure every 
district employee returns home at the 
end of his or her shift.

Visit csdpool.org to discover why 
more than 2,000 organizations trust the 
Colorado Special Districts Property and 
Liability Pool with their risk management.

COLOTRUST (Colorado Local Govern-
ment Liquid Asset Trust) is Colorado’s 
original and largest pooled investment 
trust in the state. Designed specifically 
for Colorado’s local governments, CO-
LOTRUST provides a convenient meth-
od for investing in high-quality, short- to 
medium-term securities carefully chosen 
to provide for safety and liquidity while 
striving to maximize interest earnings.

Founded in 1985, COLOTRUST has 
since experienced rapid growth in 
both assets and participation. Continu-
ally striving to meet the evolving needs 
of local governments, COLOTRUST 
proudly offers three investment options 
that fit into a wide variety of investment 
strategies, creating a comprehensive 
approach to investing.

COLOTRUST is a Platinum Sponsor 
because it recognizes the importance 
of SDA when it comes to the sup-
port and education of special districts 
across the state. Special districts make 
up more than half of the valued partici-
pants of COLOTRUST.

Community Resource Services of Colo-
rado (CRS) offers cost-effective, high-
quality customized services to more 
than 250 special district clients. Its ap-
proach is to listen as clients outline their 
needs and then develop a plan that is 

cost-effective in achieving the clients’ 
goals and objectives.

CRS is dedicated to being your one-
stop source in effectively providing 
services in management, accounting, 
financial consulting, elections, billing 
services, project management, and 
field supervision. Its clients can de-
pend on CRS’ highly ethical, experi-
enced, and skilled consulting team.

CRS has been a Platinum Sponsor 
of SDA for several years, strongly sup-
porting SDA’s efforts to provide effec-
tive communication, research, legisla-
tive support, administrative assistance, 
and educational opportunities to its 
members, thereby improving the func-
tion of districts throughout the state.

CRS believes that SDA’s leadership 
in helping special districts serve the 
public in the most efficient and eco-
nomical manner possible is invaluable.

Founded in 2005, CRS has grown 
to 25 people on staff with 250 years 
of combined experience in the indus-
try. Sue Blair, Chief Executive Officer 
of CRS, has served on the SDA Board 
since 2013.

Collins Cole Flynn Winn & Ulmer, PLLC 
is a local government law firm powered 
by experience, innovation, and collabo-
ration. The five founding partners have 
practiced together for decades. Togeth-
er, we bring unparalleled experience in 
special district law, and we implement a 
team-oriented approach to deliver high-
quality and cost-effective legal services 
to our clients.

PLATINUM SPONSORS

Continued on page 15

http://csdpool.org
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Since 1995, the Colorado Employer Benefit Trust has partnered with
Colorado Special Districts to provide benefit solutions that are
superior and affordable. With more than 230 Special Districts
belonging to the Trust, CEBT is recognized for its comprehensive
benefit offerings, exceptional customer service, and ability to
customize to meet each client's unique needs.

" To provide quality health benefit options at a competitive
cost with superior service to eligible employer groups."

Medical - Dental - Vision - Life - LTD/STD

303-803-9108 Frank.Urman@WillisTowersWatson.com www.cebt.orgwww.cebt.org

For more information contact:

Lower Risk

Reduced Administrative Costs

A Long-term Stable Solution for Your District

By joining CEBT's self-insured pool you can enjoy:

. . . contributing to a cleaner, safer Colorado through low-cost loans 
to governmental entities for all types of water infrastructure projects.

Call 303-830-1550 or e-mail info@cwrpda.com | www.cwrpda.com

14	 SPECIAL DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF COLORADO | 303.863.1733 | JULY 2022

Providing general and specialized legal services for 
special district formation, board governance, public 
infrastructure development, contracting and finance, 
elections, employment matters, water law, and general 
operation of metropolitan, water, sanitation, fire 
protection, emergency and hospital, and recreation 
districts and other public service entities.

BUILDING AND PROTECTING COLORADO COMMUNITIES. Shareholders
Paul R. Cockrel 
Evan D. Ela
Linda M. Glesne
David A. Greher
Matthew P. Ruhland

Associates
Joseph W. Norris
Ayshan E. Ibrahim

Paralegals
Micki Mills
Sarah Luetjen

www.cegrlaw.com   •   303-218-7200



	 SUPPORTING COMMUNITY-BASED GOVERNMENT | SDACO.ORG | JULY 2022	 15

Our attorneys and paralegals have 
deep and longstanding involvement 
with the Special District Association of 
Colorado. Jim Collins co-founded SDA 
in 1975, and Allison Ulmer is now the 
Executive Vice President.

We work closely with SDA to provide 
seminars, publications, and other edu-
cational materials relating to the legal 
needs of special districts throughout 
the year, such as:

	» Updating the Board Member 
Manual

	» Traveling throughout Colorado to 
provide the SDA Annual Regional 
Workshops for Board Members 
and employees

	» Speaking at the SDA Annual 
Conference

	» Supporting SDA’s legislative 
activities

Our clients have come to trust our 
guidance and advocacy. We strive to 
help our clients both solve their current 
legal problems and prevent future ones 
by providing proactive and pragmatic 
legal representation based on our de-
cades of experience. You can learn 
more about us at www.cogovlaw.com, 
or you can contact us at 720.617.0080 
or info@cogovlaw.com

CSAFE is an “original” local government 
investment pool established in 1988, cel-
ebrating 32 years of service! Our focus 
is to provide Colorado’s special districts 
safety of principal, liquidity of funds, and 
competitive rates in two funds.

“CSAFE Cash” is for your overnight 
and weekly cash demands, and “Colo-
rado Core” is for your district’s savings 
and core funds. Both funds provide for 
“stable net asset value” and profes-
sional money management.

CSAFE is proud to have been a mem-
ber of SDA for over 30 years and a 
Platinum Sponsor for the past 12 years. 
CSAFE treasures its relationship with 
SDA and more than 250 special districts.

We look forward to visiting with you at 
the Conference. Please refer to our web-
site for rate and our two funds for your 
cash and investments—www.csafe.org

Special district leaders across Colo-
rado come to TCW Risk Management 
when they feel their workers’ compen-
sation claims management process is 
ineffective, and that they are unable to 
control their total risk cost.

At TCW Risk Management, we help 
special districts design an insurance 
program tailored to their organization’s 
needs; create and implement a formal-
ized risk management program; and 
develop a proactive claims manage-
ment process.

Our goal is to help special districts 
minimize employee injuries, get those 
who are injured the most appropriate 
care, and get them back to work as 
quickly as possible. All of this is de-
signed with the goal of saving the or-
ganization valuable time and money.

TCW Risk Management is a Platinum 
Sponsor because, it says, “SDA and 
special districts individually have been 
so supportive of our organization that 
we would not have it any other way.” 
The firm was founded in 1945 and pro-
vides services to more than 900 spe-
cial districts in Colorado. Mark Carlson 
is President of TCW Risk Management.

While we have a new name and logo, 
the law professionals of Cockrel Ela 
Glesne Greher & Ruhland, P.C. (CEGR 
Law) have been working together for 
decades, building and protecting Colo-
rado’s communities. Formed this year, 
CEGR Law provides legal services to 
special districts and other clients in-
volved with land development and re-
lated contracts, water supply, public 
utility operations, governmental servic-
es, election, employment matters, and 
the organization of special districts for 
financing and operating purposes. Our 
team prides themselves on their skills, 
compassion, and commitment to help-
ing those that want to build and protect 
Colorado’s communities. We have both 
talented attorneys and the most rec-
ognized paralegals in the State with a 
passion for serving our clients with an 
innovative spirit and team-based, col-
laborative approach.

We live and work in Colorado 
and our projects reflect the desire 
to responsibly provide necessary 
housing, water, wastewater, fire and 
other emergency services, park, rec-
reation, library, and other public ser-
vices to our communities.

Colorado Employer Benefit Trust (CEBT) 
is the health benefits pool endorsed by 
SDA for more than 25 years to provide 
medical, dental, vision, life, and disabil-
ity benefits for SDA-member employ-
ers. CEBT is a not-for-profit, self-funded 
governmental health benefit trust pro-
viding quality benefits and excellent 

2022
PLATINUM SPONSORS

Continued on page 16
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service at a reasonable cost to Colo-
rado governmental entities for over 40 
years. It currently has approximately 
35,000 members from 400 participat-
ing public employers of which 238 are 
special districts.

CEBT chose to be a Platinum Sponsor 
to honor its long-standing relationship 
with SDA and to demonstrate its com-
mitment to special districts throughout 
the state of Colorado and their need for 
quality affordable employee health ben-
efits. Founded in 1980, CEBT has a staff 
of 30 dedicated to serving CEBT’s public 
sector customers. Bobby Otte is a Senior 
Director for Willis Towers Watson, which 
serves as the administrator for CEBT.

Hi, we’re Streamline! We create soft-
ware specifically for special districts. 
Our mission is a simple one - make the 
lives of special districts easier.

Between state mandates, small 
budgets, small (or non-existent) staff, 
providing your services within these 
constraints can be hard. We know 
how challenging it can be to get things 
done with limited resources and while 
wearing many different hats. Which is 
why we created the Streamline plat-
form—website, email, intranet, and on-
line payment tools dedicated to spe-
cial districts.

It all started with websites. We want-
ed to create an easy-to-use website 
to help districts stay connected with 
the public while remaining compliant 
with state requirements. So we made 
Streamline Web—an intuitive website 
platform with built-in tools to ensure 
accessibility and transparency compli-
ance. As districts began using the Web, 
we noticed a pattern. Many wanted the 
ability to send professional-looking 

emails to their community directly from 
their website. So we made Stream-
line Engage—a one-click professional 
email tool with analytics and unlim-
ited sends. When the pandemic hit 
and many began working from home, 
districts needed a solution to manage 
internal operations. So we created 
Streamline Portal—a private, easy, and 
secure intranet software with unlimited 
file storage. Most recently, we asked 
our districts what they needed most, 
and they said “payments.” What they 
really meant was, things like allowing 
customers to pay bills online; collect-
ing service, inspection, or permit fees 
from their website; selling merchan-
dise, classes, and rental services. So, 
you guessed it, we made Streamline 
Payments—a tool that allows districts 
to accept payments, sell products and 
receive donations directly through 
their website.

We know districts want back-office 
operations to be simple and self-service. 
A single staff member should be able to 
manage payments, update the website, 
and send the newsletter, often all in the 
same day. Without special training. With-
out having to hire a specialist.

So don’t worry, Streamline has your 
back! We are always creating new 
products based on your feedback and 
improving current products to best 
fit your needs. We really are here to 
make special districts’ lives easier. And 
we’d love to help your district, too! 
www.getstreamline.com

2022
The entire 

Conference 
will be held 

in-person at 
the Keystone 

Conference 
Center, and just 
like last year, all 

of our keynote 
presentations 
and breakout 

sessions will be 
livestreamed 

to a convenient 
online platform 
that will provide 

access for 
those who 

would like to 
join us remotely.

PLATINUM SPONSORS
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Ramey Environmental Compliance 
provides contract operational services 
for domestic drinking water, domestic 
wastewater, and industrial wastewa-
ter facilities for special districts, mu-
nicipalities, and private owners. Ra-
mey Environmental Compliance also 
provides consulting services in many 
areas of the water/wastewater indus-
try along with an Equipment Services 
Division, which provides service and 
maintenance on existing and new 
equipment used in the industry.

Ramey Environmental has chosen 
to be a passionate part of SDA, and 
most of its clients are special districts 
that are associated with SDA. SDA 
provides education, leadership, and 
training opportunities that aren’t of-
fered by other associations. SDA also 
keeps its members informed on legis-
lative and regulatory alerts that affect 
the costs associated with providing 
water and wastewater services. This is 
truly beneficial to Ramey Environmen-
tal because when clients are informed 
on the current status of regulations, it 
makes Ramey Environmental’s job eas-
ier to perform.

The company was founded in 1992 
and incorporated in 1997.  Ramey En-
vironmental currently has 42 employ-
ees. R. Wayne Ramey is President of 
the company, and Linda Ramey is its 
Chief Financial Officer.

Spencer Fane LLP serves as general 
counsel and special counsel to scores 
of Colorado’s special districts and mu-
nicipalities, including cities, fire protec-
tion districts, water and sanitation dis-
tricts, metropolitan districts, business 
improvement districts, intergovern-
mental authorities, and others. It pro-
vides services regarding the formation 
and representation of these entities 
in the areas of municipal law, election 
law, TABOR issues, finance, environ-
mental law, land use, eminent domain, 

litigation, and other related areas. In 
addition, the firm serves as bond coun-
sel to numerous political subdivisions 
throughout the state.

Spencer Fane has been a Platinum 
Sponsor for years because the firm 
recognizes that SDA provides essen-
tial guidance, education, and legis-
lative representative services to all 
special districts in the state, and those 
efforts need to be supported, not only 
financially, but with the firm’s active 
presence and cooperation.

Founded in 1952, Spencer Fane has 
more than 400 attorneys and 290 busi-
ness professionals in 22 offices across 
the U.S., including Denver and Colo-
rado Springs. It notes that its attorneys 
were instrumental in writing the Colo-
rado legislation establishing special 
districts, as well as the laws governing 
the electoral process for not only spe-
cial districts but Colorado municipalities 
generally. The firm says, “Special dis-
tricts and municipalities require special 
knowledge. Let us put our experience 
to work for you.” Denver-based Partner 
Tom George chairs the Spencer Fane 
Special Districts group, which is com-
prised of 8 attorneys and 8 experienced 
paralegals and support staff.

Colorado SIPA is self-funded and cre-
ated by Colorado statute to develop the 
officially recognized statewide internet 
portal to connect government with resi-
dents. SIPA vets and negotiates prices 
with private sector technology compa-
nies so you don’t have to. These nego-
tiations result in the best technologies 
and pricing possible to assist you with 
engaging your constituents, streamline 
productivity, and lower cyber risk.

The portal is a set of no-cost services 
such as payment processing set-up, 
website hosting, and online form cre-
ation. Other reduced pricing technolo-
gies include: Google Workspace, Mi-
crosoft, Community Engagement and 
Cyber Security tools.

Annually, since 2010, SIPA has pro-
vided more than 327 grants totaling 
$1.5 million to governments to help 
further its mission of assisting govern-

ments to put more information and ser-
vices online. SIPA improves the qual-
ity of life in Colorado by connecting 
the public to efficient services through 
technology, enabling governments to 
focus on their core missions. Learn 
more at sipa.colorado.gov.  

Pinnacle Consulting Group, Inc. was 
founded in 2004 by Chad Walker and 
Peggy Dowswell.  While actively work-
ing in the private and public sectors, 
our founders observed a need in the 
Northern Colorado market for compre-
hensive Title 32 district management 
services supporting individual Public-
Private Partnerships projects. Pinnacle 
was founded to provide this compre-
hensive service through district man-
agement/administration, finance/ac-
counting, and capital infrastructure/
maintenance. 

From the beginning, the mission of 
Pinnacle has been focused on serving 
our clients and communities by creat-
ing mutually beneficial Public-Private 
Partnerships through many financial 
and land development tools, including 
Title 32 metropolitan districts. Title 32 
metropolitan districts continue to be a 
great solution to the needs of both the 
private and public sectors throughout 
Colorado.

Pinnacle’s foundational commitment 
to our core values, decades of special 
district experience, and strong relation-
ships with governmental entities, attor-
neys, underwriters, engineers, contrac-
tors, and other professionals contributes 
to our success with every client. The 
team collaboration of district manage-
ment, finance and accounting, capital 
infrastructure, and facility management 
is tailored to the specific needs of each 
unique and valued client.
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SDA Annual Conference 
September 13-15

www.sdaco.org

Continued on page 19

http://sipa.colorado.gov/
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County 
Health Pool

A Better Healthcare Choice 
for all local governments

For more information or a quote, contact: 
Meredith Burcham 

County Technical Services Inc.
800 Grant Street, Suite 400

Denver, Colorado 80203
303-861-0507

mburcham@ctsi.org

As an SDA member, take control of 
health care costs by pooling with other 
local governments, a long-term, cost-
saving option that has been meeting 

insurance needs since 1984. 

Medical

Dental

Vision

Life

COBRA

HIPAA

Providing Special District Management and Accounting Services for Over 25 Years
Evergreen, CO | 303.674.3379 | SimonsonAndAssociates.com | mail@jsimonson.com

Water Distribution &
Sewer Collection Systems

High quality 
service 24/7/365

 since 1979

Big enough
to handle any job,

small enough
to care about

every job

303.791.2521  www.clwsi.com

Excavating Division
• New Installations
• Repairs
• Replacements

Service Division
• Systems Operations
• Maintenance
• Inspections

Trenchless Division
• Fiberglass UV Cured In Place Pipe
• Quadex Geopolymer Lining System Installer
• Sewer Shield Manhole Rehabilitation
• Sewer Robotics
• Tap Rehabilitation
• LMK Installer
• Pipe Bursting
• Slip Lining

946048_CL.indd   1 22/12/18   12:09 PM
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Special Districts are 
our Specialty. 

Online Government Surplus Auctions

Contact your local GovDeals representative: 
970-819-1267 | rjordan@govdeals.com 

In 2020, Colorado entities sold 
over $6.9 Million on GovDeals.
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Gregory & Associates has partnered 
with SDA since its inception in 1975. 
We supply special districts and fire pro-
tection districts with 401(a)/457(b) and 
LOSAP Defined Benefit/ Defined Con-
tribution Retirement plans while offer-
ing individual Financial Advice from Li-
censed, tenured professionals. Gregory 
& Associates believes that long-term 
client relationships are more important 
than short-term gains and will never 
sacrifice the former for the latter.

We are a Platinum Sponsor to say 
thank you, and we owe you our grati-
tude. We’ve enjoyed the partnership 
through the years and are proud that 
we continue to serve this very spe-
cial market.

Gregory & Associates specializes in 
helping special districts build employ-
er-sponsored retirement plans to help 
districts attract and retain talented 
employees. We’re proud to serve any 
special district no matter the size, and 
we take responsibility for our service. 
Gregory & Associates currently ser-
vices over 40 retirement plans for SDA 
members and enjoys working with 
countless individuals currently or pre-
viously employed by a special district.

The company was founded in 1969 
in Denver and has three dedicated 
staff members to support its President, 
Chad M. Alevras, CRPC.

Gregory & Associates is a marketing 
name for Registered Representatives 
of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. Se-
curities and investment advisory ser-
vices offered through Lincoln Financial 
Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer and a 
registered investment advisory. CRN-
1506355-052016.

Fromm & Company is a family-owned, 
Colorado-based company with an ex-
pansive focus on special districts. Our 
firm provides accounting, management, 
election, billing, administrative, audit 
preparation, and compliance services 
to special districts across the State. Our 
firm is comprised of individuals with 
vast experience in the special district 
world. This experience provides Board 
members the ability to govern their 
district while Fromm & Company takes 
care of the necessary duties to ensure 
the district is operating smoothly and in 
compliance with State regulations.

Our team’s knowledge encompass-
es over 50 years of experience in ad-
ministration, accounting, compliance, 
management, and election services 
to special districts, in addition to Big 
4 CPA auditing experience. Fromm & 
Company also offers our clients con-
struction management services, with 
over 40 years of experience among 
our team members.

SDA provides a wealth of information 
and guidance to its members. These 
members are our clients. Fromm & 
Company values this resource and is 
honored to be a Platinum Sponsor.

For over 20 years, and for more than 
16,000 government agencies, Gov-
Deals has been the leader in the sur-
plus auction marketplace. GovDeals is 
pleased to partner with SDA to provide 
all members a completely free service, 

with the extra benefit of a local team to 
service all your needs.

Through this partnership, GovDeals 
gives your agency a fully transparent, 
simple, and fast solution to sell virtually 
any asset in any condition—from vehi-
cles and equipment to technology and 
even real estate.

Please reach out to us to show you 
how easy and profitable working with 
GovDeals can be for your agency!   
www.GovDeals.com.

Gregory and Associates
Financial Services

Online Government Surplus Auctions

2022

Conference 
registration 
opens in early 
July so watch 
your emails 
and visit the 
SDA website at 
www.sdaco.org 
for more 
information. 

PLATINUM SPONSORS

http://www.GovDeals.com
http://www.sdaco.org
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National Coalition Focuses 
on Resilience, Mitigation 
Policies Ahead of National 

Districts Action Week
Guest article by Cole Karr, Federal Advocacy Coordinator, National Special Districts Coalition

The National Special Districts Coalition (NSDC) has 
sharpened its focus on disaster resilience and 
mitigation efforts as Congress enters the summer 

stretch ahead of election year recesses, when districts 
will have the opportunity to showcase the important work 
they do during NSDC’s first-ever national action week.

A major highlight of NSDC’s action 
on federal legislation to enhance di-
saster mitigation programs is its sup-
port for the Community Disaster Re-
silience Zones (CDRZ) Act. The CDRZ 
Act works within the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assis-
tance Act, commonly referred to as 
the “Stafford Act,” to codify the Feder-
al Emergency Management Agency’s 
(FEMA) National Risk Index for Natu-
ral Hazards. The index is a relatively 
new tool that scores each county and 
census tract based on potential eco-
nomic losses, social vulnerability, and 
general community resilience to a 
range of 18 natural hazards. The legis-
lation would require FEMA to update 
the National Risk Index tool every five 
years and leverage the data to desig-
nate the 50 most risk averse census 
tracts in each state, and no less than 
1 percent of a state’s census tracts, 
as “Community Disaster Resilience 
Zones.” The CDRZ Act would allow 
enhanced federal cost-share above 
the standard 75 percent for FEMA-

funded mitigation projects and would 
authorize financial aid and technical 
assistance to local governments seek-
ing project funds.

Senator Gary Peters, D-Mich., spon-
sored the original Senate version of 
the bill and chairs the Senate Commit-
tee on Homeland Security and Govern-
ment Affairs, which is the Senate com-
mittee of jurisdiction. The Committee 
passed S. 3875 on March 30, 2022, 
with an amendment to cap the en-
hanced federal cost share for qualified 
mitigation projects at 80 percent. Con-
gresswoman Sharice Davids, D-Kan., 
sponsored the House version. The 
House Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure passed H.R. 7242 
on April 28, 2022, with an amendment 
to consider impacts of algal blooms as 
a factor in designating Community Di-
saster Resilience Zones.

NSDC co-signed a 27-member coali-
tion letter in support of the CDRZ Act. As 
of June 14, both versions of the bill have 
bipartisan support and await further ac-
tion before the full House and Senate, 

The legislation 
would require 

FEMA to update 
the National 

Risk Index tool 
every five years 

and leverage the 
data to designate 

the 50 most risk 
averse census 
tracts in each 

state, and no less 
than 1 percent 

of a state’s 
census tracts, 
as “Community 

Disaster Resilience 
Zones.”

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_stafford_act_2021_vol1.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_stafford_act_2021_vol1.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_stafford_act_2021_vol1.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_stafford_act_2021_vol1.pdf
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3875/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3875/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/7242?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22CDRZ+Act%22%2C%22CDRZ%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/7242?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22CDRZ+Act%22%2C%22CDRZ%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/u9asly1zhgtrgv3/3e_CDRZ%20Act%20S3875%20Support%20Letter%202022-3-29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/u9asly1zhgtrgv3/3e_CDRZ%20Act%20S3875%20Support%20Letter%202022-3-29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/u9asly1zhgtrgv3/3e_CDRZ%20Act%20S3875%20Support%20Letter%202022-3-29.pdf?dl=0
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with high probability of passage before 
the end of the 117th Congress.

Tackling readiness measures of its 
own, NSDC has been researching 
gaps in policy and resources to ad-
dress water infrastructure for fire sup-
pression. The Coalition authorized the 
“Water Infrastructure for Firefighting” 
Working Group in March 2022 follow-
ing feedback from various stakehold-
ers underscoring a need to address 
the lack of sustainable and efficient 
water infrastructure to accommodate 
firefighting needs. The establishment 
of the working group coincides with 
NSDC’s declaration of support for H.R. 
3728 (Pascrell), which would authorize 
a new $1 billion Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) pro-
gram to construct, enhance, or repair 
facilities for fire protection, fire train-
ing, and EMS services.

More than 50 special districts in Col-
orado have been engaged in this in-
vestigation since April through partici-
pation in working groups and surveys. 
As a result, NSDC will soon publish a 
policy paper outlining ground-level in-
frastructure gaps and needs fire and 
water agencies have to meet goals of 
adequate suppression and providing 
formal policy recommendations for 
federal policymakers’ consideration. 
The report is expected to be released 
on Wednesday, July 6.

NSDC’s findings regarding wa-
ter infrastructure for firefighting, the 

CDRZ Act, and ongoing efforts to 
establish a federal special district 
definition will likely be major topics 
covered during the National Special 
Districts Action Week from Monday, 
August 8, through Friday, August 12. 
During this period, NSDC will coordi-
nate with special districts across the 
country to meet with their Congres-
sional representatives and staff dur-
ing Congress’ annual August Recess. 
Districts interested in engaging with 
their federal representatives during 
the national advocacy week are en-
couraged to contact Cole Karr, NSDC 
Federal Advocacy Coordinator, at 
colek@nationalspecialdistricts.org.

Following the National Special Dis-
tricts Action Week, the Coalition’s 
members and leadership will walk the 
halls of Congress to meet with key 
members of the House and Senate, 
policy committee staff, and certain 
federal agencies implementing pro-
grams of interest to special districts. 
This Washington, DC, fly-in will be the 
first of its kind for NSDC and its mem-
bers following two years of visitation 
restrictions due to COVID-19. NSDC is 
excited to meet in-person with leaders 
in Washington to further advance un-
derstanding and awareness of special 
districts and policy priorities.

To learn more about NSDC, its mis-
sion, and the latest Coalition news on 
federal legislation, visit www.national-
specialdistricts.org.

NSDC will soon 
publish a policy 
paper outlining 
ground-level 
infrastructure gaps 
and needs fire and 
water agencies 
have to meet 
goals of adequate 
suppression 
and providing 
formal policy 
recommendations 
for federal 
policymakers’ 
consideration. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3728?s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3728?s=1&r=1
mailto:colek@nationalspecialdistricts.org
http://www.nationalspecialdistricts.org
http://www.nationalspecialdistricts.org
http://www.nationalspecialdistricts.org
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G R A N T  C A L E N D A R

GOCO’s fi scal year runs from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023. This is an at-a-glance view of important dates 
related to our grant opportunities in that window.

ANNUAL GRANTS 
(RUNNING ONCE PER YEAR)

CONSERVATION SERVICE CORPS

RFP available: July 8, 2022 
Applications due to CYCA: August 29, 2022 

Grants awarded: December 2022 

FIRST CYCLE SECOND CYCLE THIRD CYCLE
Concepts accepted up to: August 4, 2022 November 3, 2022 February 2, 2023
Applications invited: August 17, 2022 November 18, 2022 February 15, 2023
Application due dates:  September 15, 2022 January 5, 2023 March 20, 2023
Grants awarded: December 9, 2022 March 2023 June 2023

 2022-2023

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Application available by request: August 10, 2022
Applications due: October 6, 2022
Grants awarded: December 9, 2022

G R E A T  O U T D O O R S  C O L O R A D O  G O C O . O R G

TRIANNUAL GRANTS
(RUNNING 3 TIMES PER YEAR)

LAND ACQUISITION, COMMUNITY IMPACT, PLANNING & CAPACITY,  STEWARDSHIP IMPACT, AND CENTENNIAL OPPORTUNITIES

Please note that dates are subject to change. Additional info about remaining annual/partner 
programs, including RESTORE Colorado, is forthcoming.

PICTURED: Sacramento Creek Ranch in Park 
County. Photo by Bergreen Photography.

http://goco.org
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Maintenance  //  Operations  //  Management
Project Development  //  Custom Solutions

Water & Wastewater
Treatment Solutions

( 3 0 3 )  8 3 3 - 5 5 0 5
www.RECinc.net
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Risk Management 
And Insurance 
Placement 
Services For More 
Than 70 Years.

Call today!
800-530-3001
wilsonins.com



YOUR YOUR 
RISK MANAGEMENTRISK MANAGEMENT
PARTNERPARTNER

Don’t miss out on these free 
CSD Pool membership services.

More ways we are...

Safety

• Safety and Loss Prevention Grants
• Facility and Playground Inspections
• SmartNotice Staff Messaging Platform

• eRisk Hub by NetDilligence

Cyber HR

• HR Helpline by ZyWave

• HR Consultations from CPS HR Consulting

• Vector Solutions Training Center
• Water and Wastewater Certification
• CDOT Flagger and Confined Spaces TrainingTraining

csdpool.org
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