Date: [Insert Date]

By EMAIL: 
Re: Support Living Landscapes and Environmental Businesses

Dear Mayor [Last Name] and Council,

I am writing as the owner of [Business Name], a landscape company that has operated in your community for [XX] years and employs [XX] people annually. As professional land managers, we understand the importance of water conservation and support responsible measures to address drought conditions.

Water restrictions have significant impacts on landscape businesses and the communities they serve. British Columbia's landscape sector generates more than $3.6 billion in annual economic activity and employs over 10,000 people. Prolonged and broad restrictions reduce business activity, limit employment, delays projects, and undermines investments in green infrastructure that support climate resilience and community well-being.

Current and enhanced watering restrictions have unintended consequences for landscapes, urban forests, turf systems, and green infrastructure that provide essential environmental, social, and economic benefits. Living landscapes are critical and essential community infrastructure that support cooling, air quality, stormwater management, biodiversity, mental well-being, and climate resilience.

I respectfully urge Council to support targeted exemptions that protect these valuable assets while maintaining overall water conservation goals:

1. Permit establishment watering for newly installed landscapes, including trees, shrubs, sod, and other professionally installed plant material.

2. Allow operation of efficient in-ground irrigation systems equipped with rain sensors and smart scheduling technology.

3. Permit recovery watering associated with European chafer beetle and Japanese beetle treatments to support turf restoration and pest management.

4. Allow the use of efficient irrigation systems when installing new landscapes, these systems  use less water than temporary watering methods such as hoses or water trucks while reducing fuel use, emissions, and traffic impacts.

Broad or prolonged restrictions results in the loss of valuable landscape assets, reduced environmental benefits, increased replacement costs, and significant impacts on local businesses and employment. 
Protecting established and newly installed landscapes today will help sustain jobs, support local economic activity, and ensure healthier, more resilient communities in the future.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

[Your Full Name]
[Your Business Name]
[Contact Information]

