Welcome to the Rockwell College
Newsletter. This publication is
Intended to give past pupils and
parents an insight into some of
the College and Union events of
the past months.

Rockwell College is an active and
vibrant centre of education and .
Achievement. The College is incredibly
fortunate to have the support of an equally vi pils”
Union which supports the College and College pupils in many
ways.

In this newsletter you will see the successes of our pupils, past and
present in the areas of academia, the arts and sports. Their
success is applauded and encouraged by the College and Union
and we are proud of their achievements. The support of their
parents has also been integral to their success and we look
forward to continuing the positive relationships between staff and
parents for the benefit of our pupils.

The Rockwell College Union members have generously supported
development in Rockwell College for many, many years.
Membership of and involvement in the Union is encouraged and is
a tangible method for former pupils to access the support and
expertise of older past pupils across a range of professions. In turn,
we hope that past pupils who benefit from connections with the
Union will play their part in guaranteeing the vitality and vibrancy
of the Union into the future.

The continuing strength of Rockwell College depends on all its
stakeholders - pupils, Union members, parents, staff , the Spiritan
Congregation and College management. In working together we
can ensure our pupils are gaining the maximum benefit from their
time here and that, when they leave, they are the future leaders of
whom we can be proud.

Audrey O’Byrne
Rockwell College Principal
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e All Ireland Microsoft
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e Young Economist
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Sport Star of the Month

Jake Flannery
Diarmuid Barron
Bill Johnston




Rockwell College Union President Address

Fellow members of the Rockwell community past
and present,

On behalf of the Rockwell College Union, | am delighted
to see this newsletter showcasing the accomplishments
and activities undertaken at the school. The myriad of
talents assembled under the Rockwell roof never ceases
to amaze me. All of our past pupils around the world will
take immense pride reading about the magnificent and
diverse achievements - academic, sporting, musical and
community giving. A huge thanks to the Transition Year
students for producing such a fine publication.

As both a past pupil and a parent, it's a real joy to watch
the school going from strength to strength and a sincere
thanks to Audrey O’Byrne and the staff of Rockwell
College for their ongoing and unflinching commitment to
providing a wholesome and complete education for all
who attend the school.

The Rockwell College Union remains as strong as ever,
and a vital part of the ongoing connection we all feel to
the school. We have a number of major events coming
up:

« Mark your calendars now for the Annual Union
dinner on Friday, March 27th, 2020 in the
splendid Minella Hotel, Clonmel. We look
forward to seeing another full house again this
year, with large turnouts expected from the
classes of 1970, 1985, 2000 and 2010 to name a
few.

« Our loyal Rockwellians in London have another
great night planned with the biennial Rockwell
Dinner at the Radisson Hampshire in Leicester
Square on February 22nd, 2020.

« The Rockwell College Junior Union is a vibrant and
energetic group of recent past pupils who host a
number of great events in Dublin. We are looking
to spread this to Cork and Limerick in 2020.

John Riordan (1984)
President, Rockwell College Union

Upcoming Events
December 24t Christmas Eve Mass
8.00 pm
February 22th Rockwell College Union
London Dinner
March 27t Rockwell College Annual
Dinner




Business Gathering:

The 25. Business and Social Gathering was held in
Lansdowne Football Club, on Friday 8. November
2018.The theme for the night was
“Entrepreneurship”. Rockwell College Union
President, John Riordan opened the event.For a
change this year, there was two speakers - each of
whom shared their entrepreneurial journey.

First up was Oisin Ryan from Service Dock who
described what his company does, encouraged the
attendees to support entrepreneurs and asked the
assembled gathering to help him network in the
retail and restaurant space.

Oisin handed over to the main speaker Ross
O’Dwyer, CEO of Pundit Arena whose mission was
to explain the unexplainable - how someone with
dyslexia could end up running a media company.
Ross captured the audience with tales of his days
as a bit of a tearaway at school, and how his father
had weekly meetings with Vice Principal Mick Doyle
during Sixth Year.

Despite the challenges he faced in school and
college, Ross was effusive in his praise for the
grounding Rockwell and UCC provided him. The MC
on the night Sean Tobin did a wonderful job keeping
the evening moving along. The event was a financial
success generating a surplus of a little in excess of
€4,000, and enabled the Union to donate €1,000
towards the TY Hope Foundation TY trip to Kolkata,
India.

¢

Oisin Ryan

Founder and CEO of ServiceDock, which is
helping brick-and-mortar. Click here for
more.

Ross O’'Dwyer

The CEO and co-founder of Pundit Arena
(punditarena.com); a sports media house and
digital consumption platform. Click here for
more.


https://www.servicedock.com/
https://punditarena.com/
https://ie.linkedin.com/in/oisinryan
https://ie.linkedin.com/in/rossodwyer?trk=public_profile_browsemap_profile-result-card_result-card_full-click

Fr. Jack Meade
Rockwell College Union
Person of the Year
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Philippa at the Law Library
in London



https://www.facebook.com/1539568549608303/photos/pcb.2422785441286605/2422785377953278/?type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARB1NYePdUj8GIKinhAKXFztaKkDvd7UtOgemontZE79cvoynS9sQ4krMg3GaFw_omDLjb5R6Mtd0CIV&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCU69C4YMbXOAYacUxaO-Cag8BLI--B0BUu_InfKZDGy11S6_Dr9zCcQRJFKH9LEPX8MF7UtFAR6nuvzI0gNGSeoyledy18Fc-vmu7_SUpf45UQ867EyL7iO3yWo4OLTSWltYQz8FduimXE40EwcxToPwIqh1BpNu_o3rjurk03DJZ5KiOhKehJGWM2N-IRItNsY7_ZcycOP0BAXBcCrSwKS870C2K6wCdVuvZwkD5ITIU0KWf_Eh8s96_KWsozCDtcOcgqhj6Nmapm5Iegc6KlW6fxz7xADC-mLvwZl8fqCCGPm6AQEgH6g93iVkm7oGD8AgY2Crtg3sbBpQ7MGUXlZHf6
https://www.facebook.com/1539568549608303/photos/pcb.2422785441286605/2422785377953278/?type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARB1NYePdUj8GIKinhAKXFztaKkDvd7UtOgemontZE79cvoynS9sQ4krMg3GaFw_omDLjb5R6Mtd0CIV&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCU69C4YMbXOAYacUxaO-Cag8BLI--B0BUu_InfKZDGy11S6_Dr9zCcQRJFKH9LEPX8MF7UtFAR6nuvzI0gNGSeoyledy18Fc-vmu7_SUpf45UQ867EyL7iO3yWo4OLTSWltYQz8FduimXE40EwcxToPwIqh1BpNu_o3rjurk03DJZ5KiOhKehJGWM2N-IRItNsY7_ZcycOP0BAXBcCrSwKS870C2K6wCdVuvZwkD5ITIU0KWf_Eh8s96_KWsozCDtcOcgqhj6Nmapm5Iegc6KlW6fxz7xADC-mLvwZl8fqCCGPm6AQEgH6g93iVkm7oGD8AgY2Crtg3sbBpQ7MGUXlZHf6

Click here to participate in
the groups Survey online

Dylan Shaw, Sihoo Kim, Mr Pat Egan, Padraic Clarke,
Leah Mcgarry, Varvara Artiuk

Sihoo Kim with his teacher Mr Pat Egan
in St. Petersburg



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QLGX9CK
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Successful Past Pupils:

There have been many students who have
left Rockwell to become very successful
athletes. There are quite a few past pupils
who earned a name for themselves in the
decades gone by, such as Eamon de Valera
and Thomas MacDonagh. However there
have also been more-recent pupils who
have also been successful.

Successful Past Pupils
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sportsfile.com/ 1?624_85
By Matt Browne g W‘f"‘
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Jake Flannery
Jake left Rockwell in the summer of 2018
after achieving a maximum of 625 points in
his leaving cert. The balance between sport
and his studies was an important one, and
one which he performed to perfection.
After leaving Rockwell he began college life
in University of Limerick where he now
studies chemical engineering. He was called
up to the U20’s Irish squad for the six
nations in the summer of 2019 where he
proved himself as an excellent full-back and
out half.
Undoubtedly, he has huge ambitions for the
coming year, saying that he will push for a
place on the Munster Pro14 squad this
season and achieve more game time overall.









Bill Fitzgerald

Bill Fitzgerald
Pictured below is Bill Fitzgerald who
achieved 8 H1s in his leaving certificate,
one of just five students in the country.
Bill studied maths, Irish, English, French,
biology, accounting, applied maths and
chemistry. Bill was a student in Rockwell
from first year and is now studying
engineering in UCD and had a love for
maths in particular.
Bill modestly credited his success to a
healthy school environment, encouraging
teachers and great friends. Every day after
classes, Bill would go for a run around the
lake and then study for a few hours in the
evening. Sports helped him feel refreshed
and motivated.
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