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Abstract:

A longstanding puzzle in Vinaya scholarship concerns the textual transmission of sectarian Vinayas
discovered to date. With the sole exception of the Mahasanghikavinaya (Mohesengqi-lu; EEsI{Z4K7E; T. 1425), all
other extant sectarian Vinayas exhibit broadly similar structural arrangements in their Skandhaka sections.This
phenomenon has long been attributed to divergent codifications of the Skandhaka section undertaken
separately by the Mahasamghikas and Sthaviras following the Fundamental Schism. Yet an important question
remains unresolved: can both recensions be traced back to a single more archaic prototype?

Previous comparative studies of Vinaya texts have generally posited the existence of a so-called “Primitive
Vinaya Pitaka” predating the Fundamental Schism, implying that both the Sthavira and Mahasamghika lineages
inherited structural frameworks derived from this primitive corpus. Erich Frauwallner argued for the antiquity of
the Mahasanghikavinaya, while Akira Hirakawa arrived at the conclusion that the Pali Vinaya represents an
earlier stratum through close analysis of the Upasampada-skandhaka; conversely, Yin Shun maintained that the
unstructured Mingzasong baqufa (BA#HERE %) and Weiyifa (Ei &%) preserved in the Mahasanghikavinaya
embody the most archaic prototype of the Skandhaka section.

In recent years, Shanye Clarke's research on Vinaya Matrkas (2004 ) has further corroborated an
observation first raised by Yin Shun: substantial parallels exist between the Matrka materials preserved in the
Shisong-lu (+38%#; T. 1435), the Pinimujing (BEE&#E; T. 1463), the Sapoduobu pini modeleqie(ZZE % E EES
fil; Vinaya *matrka; T. 1441),the Uttaragrantha of Milasarvastivadavinaya, and the recitational frameworks of the
Mahasamghika tradition. This evidence reinforces Yin Shun’s hypothesis regarding the genesis of the Skandhaka
section, namely that the Skandhaka corpus evolved secondarily out of the earlier Matrka materials.

Building upon this scholarly foundation, This lecture re-examines the formation and sectarian
transformations of Skandhaka structural systems across different Buddhist schools, by elaborating on two lines
of evidence: the consistent textual congruence between Matrka materials and the Mahasamghikavinaya, and
the inherent logical architecture of the catalogues contained within the Matrkas. This lecture argues that the
textual corpus of the Mahasamghikavinaya is organized around the framework of karmavacanas, a
compositional logic equally evident in the Matrka inventories. Subsequent conceptual shifts and categorical
reclassifications of karmavacana procedures prompted the Sthavira school to restructure and reorganize the
Skandhaka section, yielding the Skandhaka framework attested in extant Sthavira-affiliated Vinaya texts.
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