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The Ming -Q ing tra nsition (1618- 1683) w as a milita ry  upheava l tha t not only c onsumed
muc h of Ming China , but a lso saw  tw o Ma nc hu invasions of Joseon Korea in 1627 a nd
1636, a nd a n influx of re fugees into To kugaw a Ja pa n. Ac c ounts of the tra nsition written
by M ing a nd ea rly Qi ng subjec ts the ir w a y by la nd a nd sea to  Korea a nd Ja pa n,
whe re more a c c o unts w ere prod uc ed a nd c irc ula ted by priva te ind ivid ua ls. At the
sa me time , fa c i lita ted by soc io-ec onomic  d eve lopments in pri nt a nd literac y, there
emerg ed a n inte llec tua l shift in Ea st Asia  tow a rd s c ontempora neity , or a n aw a reness
a mongst ed uc a ted ind ivid ua ls a cross te rritoria l bord ers tha t they inha bited a sha red
w orld .
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