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Background: Trust in policymakers is essential for public cooperation during health crises. Understanding how trust evolved throughout the pandemic helps clarify population responses to pandemic measures and informs future crisis governance.
Objective: This study assessed trust of the Canadian population in three policymaker groups (regional or provincial governments – who make most health policy decisions in Canada, national government - who control procurement and the borders, and public health authorities – who provide policy advice to governments).
Methods: Data from nine representative samples of Canadians in the iCARE study (www.icarestudy.com) (total N=27 142) collected from October 2020 to February 2022 were examined using descriptive analyses. 
Results: Trust in regional governments declined over time (meanT1=2.83, meanT9=2.32, dT1-T9=-0.57). Most participants (>50%) reported ‘somewhat’ or ‘not trusting’ regional governments across timepoints, except at the 7th timepoint, where 50% of participants reported ‘not trusting’ or ‘not trusting at all’. A similar pattern was observed for the national government with trust declining over time (meanT1=2.77, meanT9=2.4, dT1-T9=-0.39). Trust in public health authorities across timepoints was higher (M=3.17) than for national (M=2.53) or regional (M=2.49) governments, was stable over time (dT1-T9= -0.08), with most participants (>75%) trusting them ‘somewhat to a great extent’ at all timepoints. 
Conclusion: Trust in regional and national governments declined, whereas trust in health authorities remained high and stable. Understanding these patterns may guide communication strategies and strengthen public engagement in future emergencies.




