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FEA T·o R'E S'BYCT~r<TN 
In the N eighborhood: The Clinton Street Breakfast Cart 

\ IJ'l'IC:U Jav for the owncn 
u f thr C.hnron and Mo nt•gur 
pu,hca.n {a lu~hly rei:arJed 
sourer of student 2nd faculty 
breakfast.•) be1,'1n• 1ust lx-forr 
sunn...,. The owner, Kha.lid. 
\\"nes up ar m idm ght. He 
dm·cs hi5 dark red p ickup 
rn therr loc2l w.uchuusc. to 
s1ock the cart wtth prepared 
food and 1cc. He also begins 
heating the v,arer hc'U later 
cook with. A ftcr he loads 
the pushcart. Kru.l,d drives 
10 rheir usu:u comer. H IS 
partner Mohammed wak,,5 

up ar 3:00 a.m. H e mcers 
Khwd in Brooklyn ar 5:00 
a.m. and t0gethcr, they open 
for business. 

Khalid has worked on 
this same corner for around 
20 years. He 15 o ngr.nally 
from Syria. l\lohamnud 
immigr:ued to the US from 
Egyp t o n a \"15a, and received 
full a nzcnsh1p when he 
marned. Af1cr the cu r's 

fr can only Ix, J c,url,ed •~ 
an cncl)\y, You frrl It f11r • 
mn1n<"nt before h:avmg )"'" 
" "l"""ns confirmed · lir01 
a couple •tudents ho ld11111 
papen. Lhcn mnrc. and soon 

enou11h the •ch,. ,I " li llrJ 
wnh c01cadco o f •choo l 
ncwspapct'I 111 1hcor lrnn, ls 
or on thetr desk<. l\bny arr 

Ofl<'O« I 10 Lhr hack rwo pa11~ 
,u rc"d ,, hsu WA!I 1111cc n 
h:udy 11\ '1 111 U11Pll .. r ,h ... · Ri\ll'l , 

1hr ~:1nrc :inJ hum, 1r '" t 111111 

tlh "" 11 ,, ()f cnu"c, 1h1, •" 

fmm 1hr prrvtous owner's 
faintly, u·ho he had known 

for som r timr. They askro 
hrrn 10. m h1• words.. "1ump 
in and ¢'·c rhcm a hand." 

This "'"' half a year ago. 
and hr 's still hold ing up his 
prom1Sc toda!·· 

As Mohammad explamcd 
ro me. things were easier 
for strttt vendors a couple 
decades ago. There were 
more spuu 10 sell your 
u,arcs., and more people to 
seU 1hcm 10. ''Nor everybody 
was familiar with a pushcart. 
You could just pick a com er, 
and stay there, and it was no 
problem ," he stared. "h's 
harder 10 be in the Sttect 
now than it was before ... 
rou have to follow the 
rules." Back in 1995, the 
Department o f Consumer 

:\ffatrs wrote a report m 
which 1hey expressed their 
concern for the mostly 
no nexistent rcgulauons for 
,Lrcct vendor~ under 1'layors 
l;.o Koch anJ l};av ul l )ml,..111!!> 

by Finn Harmen 

Bur times have changed: 
currently ,here's more 
m·crsight in the busine>!, 
and stricter enforcement of 

the existing rules. According 
t0 New Yo rk's o fficul state 
document, to become a 
strt~t ,~ndo r n cJ\\r you 
" mus, obtain both a food 
, ·cndor license and a pcrrrul 
for thr Food Urut." There 
arc o nly 2,800 cnywidc 
and 200 borough-specific 
Urut permits issued at a 

tim e, and as the documcnl 
states. " most, if not all. of 
the p r"'~ously mentioned 
authorized permits have 
already been issued and 
there arc lo ng waiung lisu 
m place for each catego ry." 
Addiuonally, all aspiring 
vendors mu,r rake a course 
on food handling- IS hours 
long over either one o r 
rwo days. Fo r currcn1 food 
,•endo rs, such as Mo hammed 
and Khalid. New York Crry 
al~o convcmcnrlr uffcN- :a 33-

Food \'endor!I Should 

Know, which li8'" most of 

the regulations for working 
o n a cny block. The whole 
t.tung can be found onlmc, 

and II makes for some good 
reading, Some highlight> 
mcludc to "be sure the 

vending urut rs o n the street 
and nght next 10 1he edge of 
the sidewalk-no mo re than 
6 inches au-'2)" a1 mo st," and 
that "scoops may be sto red 
in the tee with the handle up 
and o ur of the ice." 

Mohammed explained that 
the.ir pushcart has alw:ays 
had a good rclationsh1p wtth 
Saint Anns. " lr'• aw,esome ... 
~pie are so mer in the 
school, the studenu." :\nd 
generally, students agree. 
Sophomore Henry Kcrrey 
talked to me about what made 
hun a cart regular from the 
first day o f rumh grade. " First 
as convcn.icn~" he :admutcd 
But Henry added that the 
car1·s c u o11.1om cr ~cn ,cc )Cts 
11 ~p.1n fri ,m ,urrounding 

vendor<. "[Ari 1he o ther 
i;;an.., you p:ay and )OU'r c 

done. you know> Bur rhcsc 
guys, while you're wamng. 
you ha,·e • conversation 
wtth them." The ,·endo rs at 
C tinton and Momague try 
"' dis tinguish themsch·cs 
u~rh tlus plulow ph)'. "Not 
1 ,nly ~,udt·m.s, yo u have to 
be rnc<· wuh t'\'eryo nc." 

~lo hammcd , a1J. ..Th:it's 
n ,ur Uu-.111c," I low you 
lll ,llC' thr hu"IOC'~'\. rou han· 
10 bt: gond to nllH .. 'r pc.·uple." 
'l"lw CUI Ql<u rnk,·, pndc on 

1hcor u,c o f 11"'"-I , upplrcs. 
" n u 1 the' chrap n 11t,.·, " 1h:u 
llriOtnc ntht·r \'l'ndo~ 1111gh1 

cn1plny. Jumur !'lam l ;HUll!lltl 

Spam Without Ram 
no hHI/\Cr. The !'iprn1 " , 1111 
here, bur u of recrntly, 11 hu 
become ir s own pubhc111o n, 
11cvcu·tl from thr lb,n 

Nui nnl) wa, tlu , )'".&r 

th ,· (oi51 rvrr whr,r 1he 

puhhcalion """ 1111le1•rndc111 
t.'f 1ln· R.un, u wu, urnlt.·t 
the firlll yeo1 AJvo,01')' of 
tl11< year'• I lead of 1hr I lli:h 
s.i,,. ,I. < hi." Sm11h. ".\, 
1hr hr1•.1nnm11 o f rlH" ymr 
•hr 111ld u'I '1h1, ,, ).ttilllJ! 

111 llt· d,t h 1t·1u 1ha11 Spam 
wuh if"1111r1 I k•d o f lli,l;h 

by l'.lra, Schi,11011 

~rh<H>lj t\lcx !Darrow!'," ••"I 
Sun c;, ,.-,iann, unr , ,I 1ht· 
Sr1m ,·,1110.-. " I do11'1 rr •lll' 
knPw wha1 •h•• 111ra"' " 

'llmu111hou1 the ynr, l\t.. 
Sm11h (1111ud u mfl1ll w11h 
1hr r,111,H•. 1hn•111:h m·w 
"•ndard• •he M"t for 1hr 
~ p .11n II\ l ('ff1l\ I,( C. 1 I I Ht' IH 

'f h,,. 1u,,.1tm tt th hnl a 
hntlm.t,t pt111H nrn11nd till' l'n,1 
nf \pnl. when M• !)11111h 
made.· lh(• Jcc,,.u,n h, \1t•IJ 
her nl lc 1~ faruhv ac.h ,,.ur tn 
I ;111n rrochcr 011d 12,h ( ,1,Jc 

t\d,~1<1rTom l-lill tu r rh,, I'<'"' 
of the year,\ newuh•i,un-,11 
Ilk<' over 1f1,·1 1hr •11111mu, 

•~111 M• S11111h. !>h, \VU ""' 

ahl~ tn M• \ ' who It ,,•nul,I h<', 
•• whu,., .,., , 111· h•d III rmnd 
hlhl n nt t. ,•nli,nwd that th,·, 
wuultl UI~<' thl· 1nh. 11,..,,,,t'vc;, 
1\1•. ~nurh d11l n1nlirrn rh•I 
1lu, J'«"Prum wnold he I''"'' for 
tht"tr In 1uhlt·•. 

Rr11an.luti: hn dc,·1<1om, 
1\1• !-im11h ,a,J " I J 1dn'1 fed 
h~e rhc l-pnm n lu .. ,~ ond I 
wen.· ha,1HJ• \t'I \ 1,n ~lrn.11,,~ 

<tatcd 1ha1 he fre4uc.nt11 the 
can "beau~ 1hcy make an 

incred1blc bacon•CAA•and
checsc." He conunucd: "n'• 
con,•cment. If·~ cheap, n °'\ 
quock .. . wlur'a not t0 lm·ci' .. 

On weekends and school 

break•. the cart loses much 
nf 11, bu.inc«; snldcn!S and 
faeulry account for • IOI of 
sales. However, rhcre are still 
1he regulars: ~pie from the 
banks, or people hcadmg 10 
work. In fact. the can', bes1 
business agh t nm,• 1s nc,1 
from the school but &om the 
consuucnon workers acro~s 
the sttcct. " I don't know 
what's gorng to happen when 
the consu-ucaon done. . u 
might be really hard here,~ 
Mo hammed sa,d. "But n 's 
all right," he added. "11 can 
survive." 

ThankfuUy for Sa,m :\nn\ 
~lo hammed told me the cart 
probably won't mo,·e for • 
whrle. "L' <ua lh. you don '1 
mn\·c w,uJ . 1hcrc art: nL·w 

rules or ... n nu:thiog." Tha, 
being s1.1d. he added ... ir's no r 
up tome." 

After about noon. 
Mohammed and Khalid drn·c 
back to the ..,..rehouse. They 
unload aU thcu unsold ,rock, 

clean and wa5h the can . and 
prep pla, uc bags. napkms, 
cups and o ther <upplJc:s for 
1hc 11ex1 day. Then 11,c,! go 
b•ck 10 thc<r homes. lo.:h,h,i 
ca1s chnne r i nd rdaxl'' unnl 
1hc ('arh· L"'-"t'nlllJ,:, whC'n hr 
goe'.'< tn , lt:<'p \lt,11.1.mnwd 
chan~c-s und gch n.·:1lh t11 ~ l ' 

ltl lu, t.·, l"lllll~ "nllc.·!,!L. l IJ"l'' 

I k ~•¼·, ID l"C,1 ,II 11nmnd 10 
p.m ~oun .1f1rr \luh:m,mcLl 
!nil, nsl,·q "\ ls. h,lr,1 wa~,·, up 
ro ,rnn thr LI"~ ,,n ·r n~~m •i!f 

lllh0 nu.· 1um~. 

1hn h;av'-" 

n-ml ~1t'll <' 

011 r•tabhsh~d 
rrlat11m,l11p \\'1 t h "Ji 1m , 

l>C"Ca.Utt(' ht-'s thc-1r QJ \1,nr 

Qn,I 1hry'rr """'"'"· 11 1u<1 
•N'mcd hk,· II ,mulJ J,... a 
mnrr rn><lllrtl\'t' final •rrp .• 

( ln~ n~w 
1,hrn, nnrnnn chat tel4 ,k 
r1a, .,.· 1h111 ,'\"ar a, ,h.,. ru u 111w 

rlwckm,::z m wuh h._,chcr-," h, > 

su\· 1ncn1111ncJ in thr !'-lptun 

f, 11 •ppnw.il M<. S 11111h '"" II 

"''l"'l'''H10>tt't111 °'-"'"'' In '-"-'lll.t" 


