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In the Neighborhood: The Cljnté

\ typical day for the owners
of the Clinton and Montague
pushcart (a highly regarded
source of student and faculty
breakfasts) bepns just before
sunnsc. The owner, Khalid,
wakes up at midnight. He
drves his dark red pickup
to their local warchouse, to
stock the cart wath prepared
food and ice. He also begins
heaung the water he'll later
cook with. After he loads
the pushcart, Khalid dnves
to their usual corner. His
partner Mohammed wakes
up at 3:00 am. He meets
Khalid 1in Brooklyn ar 5:00
a.m, and rogether, they open
for business.

Khalild has worked on
this same corner for around
20 years. He 1s ongmally
from Syma. Mohammad
immigrated to the US from
Egypt on a visa, and received
full cwzenship when he
After  the

marnecd. cart's

Pfl‘\'l(?ll\ owncer ‘\'A\\l'd Zwﬂ_\'.
Mohammad received a call

It can only be described as
an cnergy. You feel it for a
moment before having your
first

suspicions  confirmed

a couple students  holding
papers, then more, and soon
enough the school i filled
of  school
their  hands
or on their desks. Many are

with  cascades

newspapers  in

apened to the back rwo pages

to read what was once a

hardy wstitunon of the Ram,
the satire and humaor section

the 5 Of course, this s

from the previous owner’s
famuly, who he had known
for some ume. They asked
him 10, in his words, “jump
in and give them a hand”
This was half a vear ago,
and he's sull holding up his
promisc today.

As Mohammad explained
to me, things were easier
for street vendors a couple
decades ago. There were
more  spots sell your
wares, and more people to
sell them to. *“Not everybody
was familiar with a pushcart.
You could just pick a corner,
and stay there, and it was no
problem.” he stated. “It’s
harder to be in the strcet
now than 1t was before...
you have to follow the
rules” Back in 1995, the
Department of Consumer
Affairs wrote a report in
which they expressed their
concern  for the mosdy
noncxistent regulauons  for
strect vendors under Mayors
Ld Koch and David L)inkins

1o

Spam

no longer. The Spam s sull
here, but as of recently, it has
become its own publication,

wevered from the Ram

Not only was tlus year
the first ever where  the
publication was independent
of the Ram, 1t was under
the  first year advisory  of
this year's [Head of the High
School, Chloc Smith. “Ac
the beginning of the year
she told us ‘thie s gomg

(oo be ditterent than Spam
with [former Head of High

by Finn Harnett

But tmes have changed:
currently there's more
oversight in the business,
and stricter cnforcement of
the existing rules. According
to New York's official state

document, 1 become a
street  vendor now  you
“must obtain both a food

vendor license and a permut
for the Food Unit” There
arc  only 2800 crywide
and 200 borough-specific
Unit permuts issued at a
ume, and as the document
states, “most, if not all, of
the previously mentoned
authonized  permits
already been  issued
there are long waiting lists

have
and

in place for cach category.”
Addiuonally, all  aspinng
vendors must take a course
on food handling—15 hours
long over ecither one or
two days. For current food
vendors, such as Mohammed
and Khald, New York City
also conveniently offers a 33

pamphict hat Mobile

Wtury onriicy of 1ot |
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Food Vendors  Should
Know, which lists most of
the regulations for working
on a city block. The whole
thing can be found online,
and it makes for some good
reading.  Some  hughlights
include “be the
vending unut i1s on the street
and night next to the edge of
the sidewalk—no more than
6 inches away at most,” and
that “scoops may be stored
in the ice with the handle up
and out of the ice.”
Mohammed explained that
their pushcart has always
had a good relatonship with
Saint Anns. “It’s awesome.
people are so nice in the
school, the students” And
generally, students  agree.
Sophomore Henry Kerrey
talked to me about what made
him a cart regular from the

to surc

first day of ninth grade. “First
1s convenience,” he admitted.
But Henry added that the

cart’s CustOmer sService scrs

i .li\.llf trom \Ill[lllxlhilﬂﬂ
vendors. *“[At] the other
carts, you P:I\' and you're

done, vou know? But these
guys, while you're waiting,
you have a conversation
with them.” The vendors at
Clinton and Montague ey
disunguish  themselves
with this philosophy. “Not

only students, vou have to

L{8]

be nice with  evervone”
Mohammed  said. *“Thart’s
vour  busmess How  you

make the business, you have
1o he pood o other prople.”
The cart also takes pnde 1n
thar use of good supphes,
“not the cheap ones™ that
some other vendors might
employ. Jumor Sam Gramatu

Without Ram

by Llias Schisgall
School] Alex [Darrow| " said
Sara Giraziano, one ol the
Spam editors. “1 don't really

know what that means ™
Throughout the year, Ms

Smith found  contlice with
the  eduors, through  new
standards she set for the

.‘\P.ll" mn terms of contem
This
boling pomnt around the end
of Apnl, when Ms Smath
made the deasion 1o vield
her role as faculty advisor 1o
Lann teacher and 12th Grade

tenstion reached  a

Advisor Tom Hill tor the rest
of theyear A new advisor wall
ke over after the summer,
sad My Siath, She was not
able 10 say wha it would be,
ny whoever she had i mind
had not confirmed that they
would take the job, However,
Ms Smuth did confirm thar
thix person would be paed for
their troulles

Regarding her  decmsion,
Ms Smuth sard “1 didn't feel
like the Spam editors and 1

were hav g very pro wlucnive

treet Breakfast Cart

stated that he frequents the
cart “because they make an
incredible  bacon-egg-and
cheese.” He conunued: “it’s
conventent, 1t's cheap, ir’s
quick... whar's not to loves”

On weckends and school
breaks, the cart loses much
of irs business; students and
faculty account for a lot of
sales. However, there are sull
the regulars: people from the
banks, or people heading 10
work. In fact, the cart’s best
busincss nght now s not
from the school but from the
construction workers across
the street. “l1 don't know
what’s going to happen when
the construcnon done... 1t
might be really hard here,”
Mohammed sad. “Bur it's
all nght,” he added. “It can
survive.”

Thankfully for Saint Ann’s,
Mohammed told me the cart
probably won’t move for a
while. “Usually, you don't
there are new
That

move unol
rules or something”™
being said, he added, “ir’s not
up o me.”

\frer about noon,
Mohammed and Khalid drive
back to the warchousc. They
unload all their unsold stock,
clean and wash the cart, and
prep plasuc bags, napkins,
cups and other supplies for
the next day. Then they go
back to therr homes. Khalid
cats dinner and relaxes unnl
the carly evening, when he
goes o sleep. Mohammed
changes and gets ready to go
to hus eveming college classes
He ROCS 10 bed at around 10
pme Soon atter Mohammed
falls asleep, Khalid wakes up
to start the day over again.

INteractions, and sinee

they have an  established

relanonship wah Tom,

because he's theirr advisor
and just
seemed like e would be a

more productive final step™

thev're seniors,

One new

took

place this vear 18 the routine

Iih(‘l‘ll MIMCnomn that
checking inwith teachers who
are mentoned n lhf hlhl”\
forapproval Ms South san it
happenmg on a “ease Iy cas

comimed o page 11



