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Located in the northernmost part of Japan, Hokkaido is a well-known snow
wonderland with unspoiled nature, spectacular sceneries, magnificent
mountain ranges, fresh seafood and abundant powder snows. While
famous for its winter activities, Hokkaido has equally amazing experiences
to offer in other seasons.
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Famous for its rainbow pattern of colourful flowers, strolling through
fragrant fields at Furano is just breathtaking. Besides renowned lavenders
fields, there are poppies, marigolds, scarlet sages, lilies, sunflowers fields
that delivers spectacular natural offerings. If guests visit Furano in winter,
the Ningle Terrace set in the forest of the New Furano Prince Hotel, a
favourite spots for Japan drama production, is a romantic snowy setting
that should not be missed.

Japan’s first Western style fortress, Goryokaku Fort is a star-shaped fort
built 150 years ago. During spring season, the moat is surrounded by
some 1,600 cherry trees; while in winter, the moat is being decorated
with illumination with nearly 2,000 lights, turning the fort into the
dreamy dwelling.

With a wide stretch of greenery for 1.5 kilometres through the centre
of Sapporo City, Sapporo Odori Park is Hokkaido's best-known seasonal
events venue. In spring and summer, there is the Sapporo Lilac Festival
and Open-air Odori Beer Garden event respectively. In Winter, the world
famous Sapporo Snow Festival featuring snow sculptures will take place.
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Other nature attractions in Hokkaido include Mild Seven Hill and
Shirogane Blue Pond. Mild Seven Hill, located not far from Shirogane
Blue Pond in Biei, is a shooting spot for Mild Seven cigarettes (currently
known as Mevius) commercial promotion in 1980s. It is a small forest
that sits squarely atop the hill, surrounded by a vast area of wheat and
potato field with no view-blocking obstacles, hence creating a magical
atmosphere. On the other hand, Shirogane Blue Pond has fascinated
and continue to fascinate its visitors with different shades of blue which
varies from season to season.

From the nearby Tokachi River, ice flows into the Pacific Ocean and gets
tossed about in the heavy waves, forming crystal clear blocks of ice
that are beached and glisten like diamonds along the shoreline of Otsu
Beach. Dubbed “Jewelry Ice,” this unique natural ice phenomenon can
only be seen around January to February. Meanwhile, in the middle of
winter between December and March, flower shaped frost “frost flower”
under certain strict weather conditions can be seen in quite mornings

of Lake Akan.

None but not least, visitors should not miss this ultimate itinerary.
Cruising along the western coast of the UNESCO natural heritage site
of Shiretoko Peninsula between spring-autumn with Shiretoko Nature
Cruise for whale, dolphin and bird watching is an incredible experience.
During winter, the cruise transforms into a drift ice sightseeing ship to
view the drift ice close-up during ryuhyo (drift ice) season.
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Shirogane Blue Pond (Summer) m Sapporo Ohori Park (Spring)
m Sightseeing Ship Aurora (Summer) m Mild Seven Hill (Winter)
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For more information, please visit www.japan.travel/en/my or Facebook/Instagram @VisitMYJapan
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