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PREFACE

This booklet has been prepared by the Poodle Club of America's Illustrated Breed Standard
Committee for the purpose of promoting abetter understanding of and appreciation for the Breed
Sandard of the Poodle. We have attempted to do this by illustrating the various points in the
official Breed Sandard.

Just as individuds differ in ther interpretations of the standard, artigs will vary in their concept
of the perfect Poodle accordingto the standard. It isimpossibleto please everyone, but that is an
important part of our gport-comparing and criticizing and seeking an unobtainable idea. Our
hope is that this booklet will serve as a guide in interpreting the Poodle Sandard to breeders,
judges, exhibitors and especialy the novice.

We would like to express our appreciation to Club Presidents Sterg O’ Déll, Helen Sokopp and
Jacklyn Hungerland for their encouragement and support of thisproject.
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ANATOMY OF THE POODLE




Official AKC Standard
For the Poodle

The Standard for the Poodle (Toy variety) is the same as for the Sandard and the M iniature
varieties except as regards hei ghts.

General Appearance Carriage and Condition

That of avery active, inteligent and degant-appearing dog, squardy built, well proportioned,
moving soundly and carrying himsef proudly. Properly clipped in the traditiond fashion and
carefully groomed, the Poodle has about him an air of distinction and dignity peculiar to himsdf.



Size, Proportion, Substance

Sze The Standard Poodle is over 15 inches a the highest point of the shoulders. Any Poodle
which is 15 inches or | ess in hei ght shall be disqualified from competition as a Sandard Poodle.

The Miniature Poodle is 15 inches or under & the highest point of the shoulders, with a
minimum height in excess of 10 inches. Any Poodle which is over 15 inches or is 10 inches or
less at the highest point of the

shoulders shdl be disqualified from competition as aM iniature Poodle.

The Toy Poodle is 10 inches or under at the highest point of the shoulders. Any Poodlewhich is
more than 10 inches at the highest point of the shoulders shall be disqualified from competition
asaToy Poodle

As long as the Toy Poodle is definitely a Toy Poodle, and the M iniature Poodle a M iniature
Poodle, both in baance and proportion for the Variety, diminutiveness shal be the deciding
factor when al other points are equal.



Sguarnly Bullt halght squals langth

Proportion: To insurethe desirable squarely built appearance, thelength of the body measured
from the breastbone to the poirt of the rump goproximates the helght from the highest point of

the shoulders tothe ground.

Substance: Bone and muscle of both forelegs and hind legs are in proportion to size of dog.

IMPORTANT

Poodle faults and virtues are covered by coat. Careful examination is
required by hand. —Editor’s Note




Head and Expression

@ Very dark, ovad in shape and sa far enough apart and positioned to creste an dert
intelligent expression. Major Faults: Eyes round, protruding, large or very light.

iy,

FAound eyes, round
skull, smipey muzzle

Fraferrad

Eyes: too large, 100
round and tad light. Cheeky.



(b) Ears: hanging closeto the head, set a or slightly below eyeleve. Theear leather islong,
wide and thickly feathered; however, the ear fringe should not be of excessive length.

Ears: boo high sl
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(© Sull: moderately rounded, with aslight but definite stop. Cheekbones and muscles flat.
Length from occiput to gop about the same as length of muzzle,

(d) Muwzzle long, straight and fine, with a slight chiseling under the eyes. Srong without
lippiness. The chin definite enough to preclude snippiness. Major fault: lack of chin.
Teeth white, grong, and with a scissors bite. Major Faults: Undershot, Overshot, wry
mouith.
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Coeract side vitw

Broad, heawy
mead, [hroaty
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Hound skull
short Snepdy rowEkls

Lack of chin
100 nanmaw,
snipey muzzie

Head and Expression

'
!
e

Carrect lrant view
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Neck, Topline, Body

Neck well proportioned, grong and long enough to permit the head to be carried high and with
dignity. Skin snug at throat. The neck rises from strong, smoothly muscled shoulders. Major
Fault: Ewe neck.

Short neck, Ewe neck which zeis Preferred
slean shouldar lorward an shoulders

The topline is leve, neither sloping nor roached, from the highest point of the shoulder blade to
the base of thetalil, with the exception of aslight hollow just behind the shoulder.

Roachod Back Pralarrisg
low tallset
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Body:
@ Chest degp and moderately wide with wel sprungribs.

!

The chist |5 deep, 115 lowest point Ao higher than the albows

Pralarred

Lacking rily diepth, Too shallow in chest
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Body:

{by The loin is short, broad and muscular.

0

INEarrgct Correct Incorrect
Rgund or barrelshaped Heart-shaped Poor rib spring, slab sided

~

3
\
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Body

(c) Tail straight, set on high and carried up, docked of sufficient length to insure
a baanced outline. Mgor Faults: set low, curled, or carried over the back.

S0t Low Curloa Carriad ot [ha Back
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Forequarters:
Srong, smoothly muscled shoulders. The shoulder blade iswell laid back and gpproximately the
same length as the upper foreleg. M gor Fault: Steep shoulders.

Upright shoulder blade combined with cor Pl

recily angled upper loreleg - this does not Progar layback of shoulder and upper foreleg
allew the hadd to b held high while standing gives comect foraard reach with commect
or carried correctly while moving FEad R age

Upright shoulder blade and upright wupper GCorrect shoulder Glade combined with too
lorelesg restricts smooth forward reach of aleep uppar loredeg restricts Torward reach
Front leg and allows for no lorechesi. and allows for no lorechest
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@ Forelegs straight and pardlel when viewed from the front. When viewed from the
sidethe elbow is directly below the highest point of the shoulder. The pasterns are strong.
Dew claws may beremoved.

)
4\

j
Qut at elbows; toes in Too narrow; toes out Pralarmed
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Feet
The feet are rather smdl, ova in shape with toes well arched and cushioned on thick firm pads.

Nalls short but nat excessively shortened. The feet turn neither in nor out. Major Fault: Paper

or splayfoot.
Carredct fool Comact aval foal
lrant wisw LU
Cal loob Cal 1ol Splay fool Paper loot
~ e whiW Irond vigw frond view Hida weiw

J
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Flat hind lool Corract hind ool
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Hindquarters

The angul ation of the hindquarters baances that of the forequarters.

) Hind legs straight and pardld when viewed from the rear. M uscular with width in the
region of the gifles which are wdl bent; femur and tibia are about equd in length; hock
to hed short and perpendicular to the ground. When standing, the rear toes are only
slightly behind the point of rump. Dew claws may be removed. Major Fault: Cow-

hocks.
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Sicklad hocked Over angulation Cow hocks
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lor standing under) slanding 1oo Far out behind
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Too siraight hindquarter Bow hocked or open
wilh typical high hock hocked: bandy legged
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Coat

@ Quadity: (1) curly: Of naturaly harsh texture, dense throughout. (2) corded: Hanging in
tight even cords of varying length; longer on the mane or body coat, head, and ears;
shorter on puffs, braceets, and pompons.

(b) Clip: A Poodle under 12 months may be shown in the"Puppy” clip. In dl regular classes,
Poodles 12 months or over must be shown in the "Endish Saddl€’ or "Continentd" dlip.
In the Stud Dog and Brood Bitch classes and in anon-competitive Parade of Champions,
Poodles may be shown inthe "Sporting' clip. A Poodle shown in any other type of clip
shall be disqualified.

Puppy Clip

(1) “Puppy”: A Poodle under ayear old may be shown in the "Puppy" clip with the coat long
Theface, throat, feet and base of thetail are shaved. The entire shaven foot isvisible. Thereisa
pompon on the end of the tall. In order to gve a neat gpopearance and a smooth unbroken line,
shaping of the coat is permissible.
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(2) "Endish Saddle" dip, the face, throat, feet, forelegs and base of thetall are shaved, leaving
puffs on the forelegs and a pompon on the end of thetall. The hindquarters are covered with a
short blanket of hair except for a curved shaved area on each flank and two shaved bands on each
hind leg. The entire shaven foot and a portion of the shaven leg above the puff are visible. The
rest of the body is left in full coat but may be shgped in order to insure overadl baance.

(3) "Continentd" clip, theface, throat, feet, and base of thetall are shaved. The hindquarters are
shaved with pompons (optiona) on the hips. The legs are shaved, leaving bracd ets on the hind
legs and puffs on the forelegs. There is a ponpon on the end of thetail. The entire shaven foot
and a portion of the shaven foreleg above the puff are visible. The res of the body is Ieft in full
coat but may be shgped in order to insure overadl baance.
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Coat

(4) "Sporting' clip, a Poodle shal be shown with the face, feet, throa, and base of tal shaved,
leaving a scissored cap on thetop of the head and apompon on the end of thetail. Therest of the
body and legs are clipped or scissored to follow the outline of the dog, |eaving a short blanket of
coat no longer than one inch in length. The hair on the legs may be slightly longer than that on
the body.A Poodle under 12 months may be shown in the "Puppy” dlip. In al regular classes,
Poodles 12 months or over must be shown inthe"Engish Saddle" or "Continenta" clip.

In the Sud Dog and Brood Bitch classes and in anon-competitive Parade of Champions, Poodles
may be shown in the "Soorting" clip. A Poodle shown in any ather type of clip shdl be
disqualified.
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Color

The coat is an even and solid color a the skin. In blues, gays, silvers, browns, cafe-au-laits,
gpricots and creams the coat may show varying shades of the same color. This is frequently
present in the somewhat darker feathering of the ears and in the tipping of the ruff. While clear
colors are definitely preferred, such naturd variation in the shading of the coat is not to be
considered a fault. Brown and caf e-au-lait Poodles have liver-colored noses, eye rims and lips,
dark toenails and dark amber eyes. Black, blue, gray, silver, cream and white Poodles have bl ack
noses, eyerims and lips, black or sdf-colored toenails and very dark eyes.

In the gpricots while the foregoing coloring is preferred, liver-colored noses, eye rims and lips,
and amber eyes are permitted but are not desirable. Major Faults: Color of nose, lips and eye
rims incomplete, or of wrong color for color of dog.

Parti-colored dogs shall be disqualified. The coat of aparti-colored dogis not an even solid color
at the skin but is of two or more colors.
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Gait
A straigntforward trat with light goringy action and strong hindquarters drive.

Sl ghit marmal Singla rrack Ol 81 alBaws Woaving. crossing Moving wide
AZ SpRed iNGrodses paddiing over, plaiting. knitling,
lags lend Lo ireove dighimg o 10d@ing in
towand @ single rack

Stradght narmal Single track Side-wirding Close behing  Cowhooked Bow-hocked, open
As speed increasns lags  moving wilh body hacked, bandy, move
tered 10 mowd bivaadd & ab wn angli Wity Bpbving

single lrack
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Gait

Coimect, TROT: suppartod by legs on diahonal

noorrecd. RECERTY Tanl, 250 MMCRE drive

PAGE: {ingorigcl] suppored Dy logs on gama &ioa
The dog well fock Fde® S0 (D BI0E W@ madying &
gasn used by Foodbes [hat do nol e Dalanced

angudation Dopwesn foereguariars and hindguarters
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Temperament:
Carrying himsdlf proudly, very active, intelligent, the Poodle has about him an air of distinction
and dignity peculiar to himsef. Major Fault: Shyness or sharpness.

Major Faults: Any distinct deviation from the desired characteristics described in the Breed
Standard.

Disqualifications
Sze A dogover or under the height limits specified shal be disqua ified.

Clip: A dogin any typeclip ather than those listed under Coat shall be disqualified.

Parti-colors: The coat of aparti-colored dog is not an even solid color a the skin but of
two or more colors. Parti-colored dogs shall be disqualified.

Value of Points

Genera gppearance, temperament, carriage & condition. . .................. 30
Head, expression, ears, eyes, andtegth . ........ ... ... .. ... ... ... .. ... 20
Body, neck, legs, feetandtal . ........ ... .. .. 20
7 | 20
Coat, Color and teXIUre. . . . . .ot 10

Approved August 14, 1984
Reformatted M arch 27, 1990
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GLOSSARY

Angulation: The angds formed by the meeting of the bones & the shoulder (scapula and humerus); stifle (femur
and tibid); and the hock jaint.

Back: The vertebrae between the withers and the loin

Barrd: Rounded rib section; thorax.

Bow-hocked (open hocked): Hocks turning outward.

Breastbone (sternum): Bonein the forepart of the chest.

Brisket: The forepart of the body be ow the chest between the ford egs dosest to theribs.

Buttocks: The muscular area surrounding the rear of the pevis.

Chisdling (moddling): arequest for d ean-cup lines and contours about the heed and foreface-paticularly if
enhanced by fine, dose-fitting skin covering, adds to an impression of refinement.

Chest (thorax): The part of the body or trunk that is endlosed by theribs.

Clipped: Shaved dosdy withan dectric dipper.

Coarse Too heavy or overdone with bone, lacking in qudity.

Cow-hocked: Hocks turning inward.

Croup: Themuscular areajust in front of and around the set-on of the tail.

Elbow: Thejoint between the upper ford eg and the forearm.

Ewe neck: Thetoplineof the neck is concave rather than convex and the circumference & the baseis usudly not
much greater than & the head junction.

Femur (upper thigh bone): extends from the hipjoint of the pdvisto thestifie joint.

Fibula: The upper and smaler of the two bones inthe lower thigh.

Forearm (lower arm, radiusand ulna): T he bone of the ford eg between ebow and pastern.

Foreface (muzzle): T hat portion of the head from the stop forward.

Hock joint: Thejoint of the hind leg between the lower thigh and the rear pastern.

L ayback of shoulder (scapula): A term denoting ashoulder blade sloping well back (opposite of straight or steep
shoul der).

Loin: Thelumbar areg, extending from the end of therib cage to the start of the pevis.

Muzzle (foreface): The head in front of the eyes.

Occiput (occipital bone): The highest and rearmost part of the skull.

Paddling: Incorrect and energy -wasting forequarters movement in which pasterns and feet perform circul ar,
exaggerated motion, turning or flicking outward & the end of each step.

Pastern: T he area between the wrist and the foot below.

Pastern (rear): T he area between the hock joint and the foot be ow.

Pdyvis (pdvic girdle hip bone): Camposed of three bones: theilium (front), pubis and the ischium (reer).
Point of rump: The projection of the pelvis bone (i schium) below the tail.

Refinement: Having bone and musce in perfect proportion to size of dog; showing qudity throughout; the
opposite of coarse and overdone.

Roach back: A back arched or convex to some degree dong its length

Sharpness: Showing aggressive tendencies.

Sidewinding (crabbing): Movement where the hind feat do not follow the paths of the front feet but rather move
to one side in a sideways motion

Stifle (stiflejoint, kneejoint): Thejoint of the hind leg where the upper and lower thighs mest.

Stop: A depression or step down nthe topline of the head between the eyes, where the muzz e joins the skull.
Sway back: A back that sagsor isconcave to some degree dong its entire length.

Thigh, upper (femur): The upper part of the hind leg between the pelvis and the stifle.

Thigh, lower (tibia and fibula): The hind leg between the stifle joint and the hock.

Tibia: Thelarger and lower of the two bones inthe lower thigh

Upper fordeg (upper arm): T he humerus bone of the ford eg between the shoulder blade and the forearm.

27



