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007



IF  CARS COULD TALK,  MCLAREN F1  ROAD CAR ‘007’  WOULD 
REMEMBER WITH FONDNESS LONG ROAD TRIPS,  TOP-SPEED RUNS 
AND FUN TIMES WITH OTHER F1S ON OWNERS TOURS.  IT  HAS 
LACKED FOR NOTHING AND AWAITS A NEW CUSTODIAN TO ENJOY 
IT  THE WAY IT  HAS BEEN OVER THE LAST THREE DECADES.
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WHEN YOU CAN MENTION THE MODEL WITHOUT NEEDING TO SPECIFY 
THE MAKER – THINK ‘GTO’  –  YOU KNOW IT ’S SOMETHING SPECIAL .
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Unlike nearly all conversations between four car enthusiasts killing 
time at an airport, this one actually came to pass. It was during a flight 
delay immediately after the 1988 Italian Grand Prix at Linate airport, 
Milan. The quartet was TAG-McLaren Group bosses Ron Dennis and 
Mansour Ojjeh, with McLaren’s Technical Director Gordon Murray and 
Creighton Brown, the company’s head of marketing.

“Why not build a road car? But not just a road car, a supercar… and 
if we’re going to do that, then why not create the best sports car in 
the world?” Mansour Ojjeh summed the informal meeting up with the 
words “Well, let’s do it then!” and Murray and Brown set to work.

The result four years later, launched as a road car in 1992 at the 
Monaco Grand Prix, was the McLaren F1, a 243mph supercar 
comfortable enough to drive through central London, yet able to 
effortlessly spear down de-restricted Autobahns three-up at 200mph+.
In June 1995, modified (but not by much) versions came 1st, 2nd,  
4th, 5th and 13th at the Le Mans 24 Hours. 

Ironically, although Murray and stylist Peter Stevens had been a 
given a ‘clean sheet of paper’ to create the F1, Murray had been filling 
exercise books with doodles of ‘arrowhead’, three-seater sports cars 
since the late-1960s. By 1990 the car had a name – F1. 

The programme would be based in buildings at Genesis Building Park 
virtually opposite the GP team and a growing number of staff had 
been recruited. They even had orders – one was placed as the press 
release went public and three more arrived in February 1989 as the 
Sunday papers ran the story.

The car eventually revealed at Le Sporting Club Monaco was a 
technical tour-de-force: a no-compromise mix of carbonfibre, titanium, 
gold, magnesium and Kevlar, powered by a BMW Motorsport V12 unique 
to the McLaren F1. The four-cam, 48-valve motor was dry-sumped 
and bore no relation to any production unit.  When chief engineer of 
BMW Motorsport Paul Rosche called Murray to reveal the eventual 
displacement of the engine, 6,064cc, Murray – with a 5.3-litre motor  
in mind – was impressed: “Cor, that sounds good…”

It was. The engine, quite literally, is the heart of the McLaren F1, giving 
the car its colossal performance and, more than that, its character. 
Effortlessly powerful from just 1,500rpm, the unit yielded 479lb/ft 
torque from 4,000rpm to 7,000rpm. Its maximum power of 627bhp 
equated to over 100bhp per litre and the F1 road car had a power-to-
weight ratio of 550bhp/tonne. 

Built around a carbonfibre monocoque (a world first), with its unique 
central driving position the F1 was intended to be the ultimate driver’s 
car. Engineering excellence and beauty of design without regard to 
cost were all: even the exquisite gear lever was honed to the gramme 
to match a prototype turned from rare African blackwood. 

However, launched into the storm of the early 1990s worldwide 
recession at a price of £540,000 in the UK, the planned-for sales 
of ‘no more than 300’ proved all too accurate: only 106 McLaren 
F1s were produced. Seven were prototypes, 64 were regular road 
versions, five were F1 LM road cars built to celebrate the win at 
Le Mans and two were long-tail F1 GTs, street-legal homologation 
specials. The other 28 F1s were F1 GTRs built purely for racing. 

After the F1 LM and major race winners, the road car is the most 
valuable and sought-after F1.
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“ON CLEAR ROADS,  WITH YOUR 
FOOT FLAT,  YOU WERE IN EACH 
GEAR FOR A STARTLINGLY SHORT 
TIME.  IT  WAS WRAAAP,  SHIFT; 
WRAAAP,  SHIFT;  WRAAAP,  SHIFT. 
F IRST WAS GONE AT 65MPH AND 
3.5 SECONDS;  SECOND IN ONLY 
ANOTHER 2.4  SECONDS AT 95MPH; 
THIRD A TAD LONGER AT 3.9 
SECONDS WITH 125MPH ON THE 
UNERRINGLY ACCURATE SPEEDO. 
AND YOU WERE IN FOURTH FOR 
JUST THREE SECONDS BEFORE 
YOU SAW 150MPH ON THE CLOCK.  
TOTAL TIME FROM STANDSTILL :  A 
BLUR-FILLED 12.8 SECONDS. 

“ONCE,  I  EASED OFF WHEN I 
THOUGHT I ’D REACHED ABOUT 
150,  GLANCED AT THE SPEEDO 
AND SAW I  WAS BEYOND 180.  IN 
A PREVIOUSLY QUICK CAR ,  YOU 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN AT 120 OR 130.” 

The doyen of motoring journalists Mel Nichols  
writes about his world-exclusive drive in  
McLaren F1 prototype XP5 for Kidston in 2022
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McLaren F1 road car chassis ‘007’ was completed at McLaren’s Genesis 
F1 production unit on 24 June 1994. The country of destination on the 
Vehicle Specification form is Switzerland; the car was specified with a 
kilometre speedometer. The famous chassis number, of course, was not 
assigned lightly. Sitting alongside designer Gordon Murray at a private 
dinner before the Bahrain Grand Prix, a previous owner learned the 
story: “Various clients wanted chassis ‘007’, but one VIP who was a 
friend of Mansour Ojjeh prevailed. Of course all F1 buyers were special, 
so to keep others happy we gave them numbers which in some way 
added up to lucky number ‘7’. I never expected so much fuss over a 
chassis number!”

The colour, too, reflected the James Bond character, black like a tuxedo 
with a contrasting but subtly elegant interior and nothing garish which 
would fall out of fashion. Only four McLaren F1s were produced in Black 
Metallic, but ‘007’ is unique in being delivered in Jet Black (with 10% 
metalflake) paired with a beige/brown leather interior. The car was 
ordered with the numbered F1 luggage set which remains with it today, 
together the famous Facom tool set, onboard titanium tools and its 
array of other owners accessories.

The VIP first owner of ‘007’ was Prince Muhammad bin Fahad bin 
Abdulaziz, a greatly respected and well-liked member of the Saudi royal 
family, and the new F1 was delivered to his Swiss residence in Cologny, 

Geneva. Four years later with just 460km covered, it was sold for the 
prince by Brooks Europe at its September 1998 Paris auction. The new 
owner was British entrepreneur and supercar collector Chris Palmer.

In the early 2000s Palmer sold ‘007’ to American collector Frank 
Selldorf, also owner of F1 ‘LM3’. From him, in early 2010 chassis ‘007’ 
was acquired by the person who had handled its consignment to the 
Brooks auction as a young car specialist and James Bond fan: Simon 
Kidston. He drove ‘007’ with great spirit circa 20,000km around Europe 
over a decade. During Kidston ownership maintenance continued to be 
carried out by the experts at McLaren Special Operations (MSO). 

In total, circa £439,631.88 (excluding VAT) has been spent looking 
after the car since delivery in 1994. The headlights, air conditioning and 
exhaust are all the factory-upgraded items. The last service at MSO 
(£38,034) included fitting a new alloy fuel tank. The current mileage is 
44,750km. The car has never been crashed and it remains in its original 
colour scheme. Chassis ‘007’ is one of few F1s to have been awarded a 
Certificate of Authenticity by the factory.

If cars could talk, McLaren F1 road car ‘007’ would remember with 
fondness long road trips, top-speed runs and fun times with other F1s 
on owners’ tours. It has lacked for nothing and awaits a new custodian 
to enjoy it the way it has been over the last three decades.









H I S T O R Y

In its first years of ownership, the service book carries two stamps.  
One is dated 23 June 1996 (444km), the other 7 August 1995 (459km).

Since then, the car has returned to MSO for regular servicing and significant 
renovation work on the following occasions (all figures net of VAT):

29 October 1997.  
18 months service £4,104.28.

16 September 2008.  
New tyres, £4,403.75.

26 February 2009.  
Service work, £12,586.73.

27 November 2009.  
Service work including interior retrim and new  
half-shafts, hubs and upgraded suspension, £138,604.65.

4 June 2010.  
Service work including solving oil leak, £17,096.74.

5 May 2011.  
Service work, £59,892.61.

16 February 2012.  
Service work, £14,441.04.

21 January 2013.  
Service work, £6,094.33.

11 February 2013.  
Inspection report and parts, £5,905.68.

30 April 2013.  
Battery charger, £245.18.

28 February 2014.  
Service work, £9,238.12.

17 April 2015.  
Service work including new front tyres and heatshield, £9,723.03.

15 February 2016.  
Service work, £6,336.14.

27 October 2016.  
New rear tyres, new front discs, £5,691.02.

7 July 2017 to 27 April 2018.  
The car had been returned to MSO for an extensive programme of service 
work and refurbishment. This included: full two-year service, cosmetic 
overhaul of the engine bay, repainted front, new interior, new fuel tank, new 
alternator, new clutch. £107,233.94.

24 August 2022.  
Full service, various new hoses including injector rail units, replace alloy fuel 
tank (£15,654.00), £38,034.64.

Total spent to date: £439,631.88 net of VAT.
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F1 ‘007’ is one of few F1s to have been awarded a Certificate of Authenticity by the factory. It has 
never been crashed, modified with a High Downforce Kit or generally ‘messed around with’. Its 
colour combination is unique and one of the most elegant. And of course its chassis number is the 
most distinctive of them all...
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007 with  F1  sty l ist  Peter  Stevens 007 returns to  McLaren headquar ters



NO CAR MADE IN THE LAST 60 YEARS IS MORE SPECIAL  
–  OR VALUABLE – THAN THE MCLAREN F1 .



M C L A R E N  F 1  # 0 0 7  -  I N V E N T O R Y

McLaren leather case with embossed 007 logo – (vanity mirror in front 
pocket) – Maglite torch, owner’s manual, Service manual and “Fiche 
d’antipollution”

McLaren F1 Facom garage tool chest and wrench

Two original McLaren F1 fitted leather suitcases with embossed “007” logo 

Original McLaren F1 leather briefcase 

Original McLaren F1 leather duffle bag 

2 x spare keys

Battery charger

McLaren F1 onboard tool roll and towing eye
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C U S T O M E R  S P E C I F I C AT I O N C U S T O M E R  S P E C I F I C AT I O N
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E E C  D O C U M E N TAT I O N E E C  D O C U M E N TAT I O N
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K I D S T O N . C O M

DELIVERED NEW TO A SENIOR 
MEMBER OF THE SAUDI  ROYAL 
FAMILY AT HIS SWISS RESIDENCE 
IN COLOGNY,  GENEVA

THE ONLY F1  ROAD CAR FINISHED 
IN JET BLACK ( 10% METALFLAKE) 
AND BEIGE/BROWN INTERIOR

FACTORY UPGRADED AIR 
CONDITIONING,  HEADLIGHTS AND 
SPORTS EXHAUST

COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE AT 
MCLAREN SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
(MSO) TOTALLING £ 38,034 
INCLUDING NEW ALLOY FUEL 
CELL IN AUGUST 2022 AND 
PROFESSIONALLY STORED SINCE

ACCIDENT-FREE,  44,734KM FROM 
NEW, COMPLETE WITH OWNER’S 
MANUALS,  F ITTED LUGGAGE, 
ONBOARD TOOLS,  FACOM 
TOOLCHEST

UK ROAD-REGISTERED AND 
MCLAREN FACTORY CERTIFIED



KEEPIN G

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this information, Kidston SA cannot guarantee it.

Kidston SA, 7 Avenue Pictet-de-Rochemont, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland 
Email: simon.kidston@kidston.com   emanuele.collo@kidston.com   giorgio.dallolio@kidston.com 

Tel. +41 22 740 1939   www.kidston.com


