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lastminute.com wins landmark court case
against Ryanair

● Swiss Supreme Court rules in favour of lastminute.com and confirms its legitimacy
of selling Ryanair flights.

● The judgement was declared a “major milestone” by the lastminute.com group and
a “win for consumers” following a 15-year battle through the Swiss Courts.

● In rejecting Ryanair’s appeal, the Swiss Supreme Court highlighted the airline’s
media campaigns as “contrary to the Federal Law Against Unfair Competition”.

● In light of the ruling, the CEO of lastminute.com now hopes to extend an “olive
branch” to Ryanair to find a better way forward collaboratively.

● On top of the costs already granted to lastminute.com in the lower courts, Ryanair
have been ordered to pay an additional CHF 49,000.

Chiasso, 13. April 2023 – BravoNext SA (“lastminute.com”), a subsidiary of
lastminute.com, the European leader in Dynamic Holiday Packages is delighted to
announce that the Swiss Supreme Court has ruled in their favour in the long
standing litigation against Ryanair.

The Supreme Court confirmed in two parallel appeal decisions that BravoNext SA
t/a lastminute.com had acted lawfully and can continue to offer all its customers
the possibility of comparing and booking Ryanair tickets through the group's
websites (lastminute.com, volagratis.com, rumbo.es, weg.de, bravofly.com and
others).

The judgements, which rejected Ryanair’s final appeals, bring to an end a
long-running battle by lastminute.com to protect consumer rights.

The Court went on to say that, despite a lengthy, controversial and ultimately
unfounded campaign by Ryanair across Europe in the media, stating otherwise, the
online travel agency business of lastminute.com does not infringe any intellectual
property rights or any contractual obligations towards Ryanair.

As lastminute.com group was successful in winning the final appeals, the Supreme
Court has also ordered Ryanair to pay lastminute.com an additional CHF 49,000 for
costs.



The court's decision confirms previous rulings in recent years that have declared
the legitimacy of lastminute.com's operations in Italy, Switzerland, Spain and
Germany.

Hailing the result as a “major milestone” Alessandra Reda, Chief Legal, Tax
Corporate & DP Officer of lastminute.com, said she wanted to start by thanking
her team for “believing in our case”.

Ms Reda stated: “This has been a long journey for us as an in-house team, together
with our law firm Walder Wyss, and especially its partner Stefano Codoni, who
represented us in this long litigation. We wouldn’t be here without their hard work,
dedication and stamina over 15 years.

We are proud of this result as this ruling reinforces our position and means the
lastminute.com group can continue to ensure customers get access to extensive flight
offerings, both as a stand-alone product or as part of a package holiday. ”

Luca Concone, CEO of lastminute.com, welcomed the judgement, and revealed
he hopes that following the court ruling a line can be drawn and lastminute.com
can work collaboratively with Ryanair going forward, for the benefit of the entire
sector.

Mr Concone said: “Firstly I would like to thank Alessandra Reda and the legal team
for their outstanding efforts and hard work over so many years. At a time when the
travel industry has had to get through a pandemic, our message is we should be
working closely together as an industry.

We’ve always believed that empowering consumers in booking any flight ticket
available in the market doesn't damage any airline's business. On the contrary, it
fosters transparency and drives growth and competition in the market. All airlines
should welcome this judgement and start working more closely with Online Travel
Agents (OTA) in favour of the travellers.

As one of the first OTAs, starting out 25 years ago, we are proud to offer consumers
the ability to compare and mix travel options from different providers - something
individual airline companies can't do. This flexibility of choice is something that we’ve
always fought for and will continue to fight for as the European Leader in Dynamic
Packages.

You can read the full judgements here.

https://www.bger.ch/ext/eurospider/live/it/php/aza/http/index.php?highlight_docid=aza://16-02-2023-4A_79-2021&lang=it&zoom=&type=show_document


About lastminute.com

lastminute.com is the European Travel-Tech leader in dynamic holiday packages. It operates a portfolio of well-known
brands such as lastminute.com, Volagratis, Rumbo, weg.de, Bravofly, Jetcost and Hotelscan. Our mission is to lead the
travel industry by leveraging technology to simplify, personalise, and enhance our customers' travel experience. We
continuously invest in talented people who ensure our offering is closer to the needs of the customers and keep us at
the cutting edge of technology evolution. We run our business in 17 languages and 40 countries, with more than 1,500
employees spread across our offices worldwide, developing our own products and services to power the entire
traveler journey for millions of people. lastminute.com N.V. is a publicly-traded company listed under the ticker symbol
LMN on SIX Swiss Exchange.
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