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Preface

The material for this book is drawn from a seminar team, lead by the author, that conducts
for the Society of Plastic Engineers (S.P.E.) blow molding seminars and workshops on both
industrial and high production blow molding (bottles). The focus of Understanding Blow
Molding is hands on and practical application, which will benefit those new to the plastic blow
molding specialty, as well as those who are experienced but who may not have been exposed to
all facets of a blow molding plant. People from various disciplines such as marketing, design,
research and development, product and manufacturing engineering, as well as operation per-
sonnel, will also gain insight into the everyday problems of a blow molding operation.

Those who participated on the seminar team and whose material is quoted and referenced
include:

« John Hsu, Milacron, Cincinnati, OH (Chapter 7)

*  Robert Slawska, Proven Technology, Inc., Belle Head, NJ (Chapter 7)
«  John Griep, Portage Cast & Mold, Portage, WI (Chapter 9)

*  Ralph Abramo, Abramo Associates, Inc., Holliston, MA (Chapter 10)

«  John McNamara, Blow Molding Automation Specialist Incorporated, Cincinnati, OH
(Chapter 11)

« Mark McCullon, Plastic Omnium Zarn, Inc., Reedsville, N. C. (Chapter 11)

*  Ronald Walling, Advanced Material Center, Ottawah, IL (Chapter 3)

Further, I am grateful for the work of Loretta A. Lee of CADWORKS for her assistance in
editing, preparing the drawings, and bringing together the pieces of the manuscript, without

which this book would not have been possible. Further thanks go to Aaron Ulmer, Teaching
Assistant with the Technology Department at B.Y.U, for his help with metric conversions.

Norman C. Lee
February 2000



