
Diasporas is set to disrupt systems of power in the arts, ignite artistic practices, and represent diverse
creatives and their communities.

Diasporas is created for, by and with diverse creatives as an artistic intervention to increase visibility,
participation and equity in the arts towards a new arts ecology.  

More than a festival, Diasporas holds space for the interrogation and development of arts and cultural practice
with diverse artists and communities. Diasporas is a springboard for building culture, connection and knowledge
and a training ground for the next generation of producers, designers, technicians, and creatives. 

Diasporas will launch in 2021 with a series of commissions open to diverse creatives across Victoria.  

Through the Diasporas Commissions, MAV seeks to create opportunities for participation that uphold models of
self-determination, by prioritising marginalised and under-represented lived experiences. 

Commissions are open to First Nations colleagues and friends as an act of solidarity in their struggle for
sovereignty and self determination for collaborative projects with people of colour and solo works.

These commissions will be awarded for: 

creative development alone (no presentation in 2022; possible presentation in 2023);
creative development with presentation in 2022; or
presentation of new work (work that has already undergone a creative development).  

These categories above apply to all three tiers of commissions; $10,000, $25,000, and $50,000. 
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DIASPORAS PROVOCATION
Never before has it been more important for diverse creatives to tell their own stories on their own
terms.  
We choose art for its capacity to transform, critique and redefine power.   
We choose art to respond to threats of bigotry and intolerance in our pluralistic society. 
We choose art to reveal intersectional, intercultural, intergenerational knowledges. 
(Your submission will respond to this provocation as a whole or in part.) 

ELIGIBILITY
Applicants who: 

self-identify as First Nations, a Person of Colour, or Culturally or Linguistically Diverse;
live in Victoria with a current Victorian address;
intend for the project to be presented in Victoria;
identify as an emerging or established individual artist or group of artists;
are able to provide links 1-3 examples of recent solo or collaborative work; and
are able to meet the requirements stipulated by each commission tier. 

MAV is developing a smaller commission series under Diasporas for young, emerging creatives to be
announced later in 2021.  

FURTHER INFORMATION FOR ARTISTS
Submissions will open from 2 July 2021 and close on 1 September 2021, inviting artists to respond to the
provocation above.

Applications will be assessed by an Advisory Group of cultural leaders. 

Information sessions will occur on Friday, 22 July 2021 and 5 August 2021 to answer questions relating to
applications.

Projects that are awarded commissions will have the opportunity to participate in a series of workshops and
mentoring sessions to explore the themes of voice, practice and process and assist in the development of
project outcomes. 

Commissioned projects may be presented at any time during 2022, but must be completed by December
31st , 2022. We will work with you to identify the best time to present the work.

MAV reserves the first right of refusal for the presentation of the works at Diasporas 2022. 

KEY DATES:
Submissions Open 2 July 2021
Information Sessions 22 July + 5 August 2021
Submissions Closed 1 September 2021
Commissions Announced publicly 18 September 2021
Acquittals Due 31 December 2022

If you have any enquiries please contact Diasporas Creative Producer, James Emmanuel Mckinnon
at james@mav.org.au. 
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Full Name  

Email Address  

Contact Number  

Contact Information *

How do you identify culturally? *

Project Description (max 100 words) *

Please outline the communities/audiences who you will be engaging with
through your project?How will you manage that engagement? 
This question is optional for projects that do not include a community engagement
component, (max 200 words) 

*

Anticipated audience size *

Please upload a word document with the bios of all members of creative team. No more than 2 pages.
If you are unable to upload a file, please email it to James at james@mav.org.au.

   No file chosen

Creative Team Bios *

Choose File Choose File

What are you applying for?  *

Creative Development alone (no presentation in 2022; possible presentation in 2023)

Creative Development with presentation in 2022

Presentation of New Work (for work that has already undergone a creative development, but has not
yet been presented)
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What are the key creative outcomes for this project?
(max 25 words) 

*

Where will your project be presented?
(If appropriate to the project outcomes) 

*

Feel free to use this budget template or attach your own budget plan > https://www.mav.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/Budget-Template-MAV-1.xlsx If you are unable to upload a file, please email
it to James at james@mav.org.au.

   No file chosen

Please upload your budget plan *

Choose File Choose File

If you are unable to upload a file, please email it to James at james@mav.org.au.

   No file chosen

Please upload a project timeline *

Choose File Choose File

The three commission tiers are:
DISRUPT PROJECT COMMISSIONS
$50,000 (total pool $100,000)
Disrupt Project Commissions will be offered for projects that disrupt systems of power and apply innovative new
processes to creative practice. Disrupt Project Commissions are for established professional creatives or
groups of professional creatives with a minimum of five years of demonstrated professional practice working
across any artform. Disrupt Project Commissions must involve collaboration with other creatives or non-
creatives. 

IGNITE PROJECT COMMISSIONS
$25,000 (total pool $75,000)
Ignite Project Commissions will be offered for projects that ignite new creative practice demonstrating
experimentation and/or development of practice and artform. Ignite Project Commissions are for emerging or
professional creatives with a minimum of two years of demonstrated professional practice across any
artform. Ignite Project Commissions must involve collaboration with other creatives or non-creatives. 

REPRESENT PROJECT COMMISSIONS
$10,000 (total pool $50,000)
Represent Project Commissions will be offered for new projects or new developments of existing projects, that
increase the visibility and representation of diverse creatives and their communities. Represent Project
Commissions will be for creatives working across any artform at any level of practice, new, emerging or

established. Represent Project Commissions can be solo or collaborative projects. 
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Which Tiered Commissions are you applying for?  *

Disrupt Project Commissions

Ignite Project Commissions

Represent Project Commissions
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Disrupt Project Commissions
$50,000 (total pool $100,000)
Disrupt Project Commissions will be offered for projects that disrupt systems of power and apply innovative
new processes to creative practice. Disrupt Project Commissions are for established professional creatives or
groups of professional creatives with a minimum of five years of demonstrated professional practice working
across any artform. Disrupt Project Commissions must involve collaboration with other creatives or non-

creatives. 

How does your project respond to the provocation?
(max 400 words) 

*

Describe your creative practice. 
(max 100 words)

*

URL 1

URL 2

URL 3

Please provide no more than 3 URL links of examples of your creative work.  *
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You can attach a maximum of 3 files. These might include support letters, media articles, marketing
material from previous works. If you are unable to upload a file, please email it to James at
james@mav.org.au.

   No file chosen

Support Material 

Choose File Choose File

   No file chosen

Additional Support Materials 

Choose File Choose File

   No file chosen

Additional Support Materials 

Choose File Choose File

What issues are you intervening in with your project?
(max 400 words) 

*

How are you designing your creative investigation into these issues?
(max 300 words)

*

How have you developed this concept over time? If so, detail your process to
date and the challenges and learnings.
(max 300 words) 

*

Who will benefit from this project?
(max 150 words) 

*

7



Why do you want to locate your project within Diasporas?
(max 150 words) 

*

Is there anything else you would like to share with us?
(max 150 words) 
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Ignite Project Commissions
$25,000 (total pool $75,000)
Ignite Project Commissions will be offered for projects that ignite new creative practice demonstrating
experimentation and/or development of practice and artform. Ignite Project Commissions are for emerging or
professional creatives with a minimum of two years of demonstrated professional practice across any artform.
Ignite Project Commissions must involve collaboration with other creatives or non-creatives. 

How does your project respond to the provocation?
(max 400 words) 

*

Describe your creative practice.
(max 100 words) 

*

URL 1

URL 2

URL 3

Please provide no more than 3 URL links of examples of your creative work.  *

9



You can attach a maximum of 3 files. These might include support letters, media articles, marketing
material from previous works. If you are unable to upload a file, please email it to James at
james@mav.org.au.

   No file chosen

Support Material 

Choose File Choose File

   No file chosen

Additional Support Materials 

Choose File Choose File

   No file chosen

Additional Support Materials 

Choose File Choose File

What issues are you intervening in with your project?
(max 300 words) 

*

Who will benefit from this project?
(max 150 words) 

*

Why do you want to locate your project within Diasporas?
(max 150 words)

*

Is there anything else you would like to share with us?
(max 150 words) 
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Represent Project Commissions
$10,000 (total pool $50,000)
Represent Project Commissions will be offered for new projects or new developments of existing projects,
that increase the visibility and representation of diverse creatives and their communities. Represent Project
Commissions will be for creatives working across any artform at any level of practice, new, emerging or

established. Represent Project Commissions can be solo or collaborative projects. 

How does your project respond to the provocation?
(max 400 words) 

*

Describe your creative practice.
(max 100 words) 

*

URL 1

URL 2

URL 3

Please provide no more than 3 URL links of examples of your creative work.  *
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You can attach a maximum of 3 files. These might include support letters, media articles, marketing
material from previous works. If you are unable to upload a file, please email it to James at
james@mav.org.au.

   No file chosen

Support Material 

Choose File Choose File

   No file chosen

Additional Support Materials 

Choose File Choose File

   No file chosen

Additional Support Materials 

Choose File Choose File

Who will benefit from this project?
(max 150 words) 

*

Why do you want to locate your project within Diasporas?
(max 150 words) 

*

Is there anything else you would like to share with us?
(max 150 words) 
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