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ABOUT THE COVER: Sarah Hicks, who joined the Orchestra’s conducting roster in 2006 and has been principal 
conductor of the Live at Orchestra Hall series since 2014, this month leads Secrets of the Whales.  
Photo: Courtney Perry 
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Many string players participate 
in a voluntary system of 
revolving seating. Section string 
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order.

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/
aroundtown for details on 
Minnesota Orchestra musician 
performances beyond Orchestra 
Hall.
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groups YPSCA and FRIENDS of the 
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alternating issues of Showcase.
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  Danish conductor Thomas 
Søndergård, who this past fall began 
his second season as music director 
of the Minnesota Orchestra, is a 
highly regarded conductor in both 
the orchestral and opera spheres. 
He has earned a reputation for 
incisive interpretations of works by 
composers from his native Denmark, 
a great versatility in a broad range 
of repertoire, and a collaborative 
approach with the musicians he leads.

Søndergård first conducted the 
Minnesota Orchestra in December 
2021, establishing an immediate 
rapport with musicians and 
audiences; he was announced as the 
next music director in July 2022 and 
began his tenure in September 2023. 
Highlights of his 2024–25 season in 
Minnesota include season opening 
concerts with Yunchan Lim and Leila 
Josefowicz, performances of Mozart’s 
Requiem and Puccini’s Turandot and  
January’s festival of music from 
Nordic countries.

Since 2018 Søndergård has been music 
director of the Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra (RSNO). Prior to joining 
the RSNO, he served as principal 
conductor and musical advisor to 
the Norwegian Radio Orchestra and 
then as principal conductor of the 
BBC National Orchestra of Wales 
(BBC NOW). As a guest conductor he 
has led major European and North 
American orchestras including 
the Berlin Philharmonic, Chicago 
Symphony, Gewandhaus Orchestra, 

London Symphony and New York 
Philharmonic. This season, in addition 
to a full slate of RSNO concerts, 
he leads Strauss’ Elektra with the 
Deutsche Oper Berlin and Grieg’s Peer 
Gynt with Den Norske Opera and Ballet, 
and appears as guest conductor with 
the City of Birmingham Symphony 
and Aarhus Symfoniorkesterlektra.

Søndergård began his music career as 
a timpanist, joining the Royal Danish 
Orchestra after graduating from the 
Royal Danish Academy of Music. He 
made his conducting debut in 2005, 
leading the Royal Danish Opera in 
the premiere of Poul Ruders’ Kafka’s 
Trial to wide acclaim; he has returned 
subsequently many times to the 
Royal Danish Opera. His discography 
includes Vilde Frang’s debut recording 
of violin concertos by Sibelius and 
Prokofiev with the WDR Symphony 
Orchestra Cologne; numerous works 
by Poul Ruders; the Lutosławski 
and Dutilleux concertos with cellist 
Johannes Moser and the Berlin 
Radio Symphony Orchestra; Sibelius 
works with BBC NOW; and works by 
Prokofiev and Strauss with the RSNO. 

For more information, visit 
minnesotaorchestra.org.
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Celebrate the premiere of this compelling new chamber work by
Stefan L. Smith, inspired by a poem by Pulitzer Prize winner Tracy K. Smith.

Also featured: Schubert’s Piano Quintet, The Trout
Musicians: Susie Park, violin; Alan Snow, violin; Sabrina Thatcher, viola;

Anthony Ross, cello; Kathryn Nettleman, bass; Burt Hara, clarinet; 
Timothy Lovelace, piano; and narrator Stephen Yoakam. 

Westminster Hall
1200 S. Marquette Ave. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota
On-street parking or in Westminster 
Church underground lot ($12) 

Tickets and more information: SteinbergFleezanisFund.org

The Michael Steinberg & 
Jorja Fleezanis Fund
An Old Story 
World Premiere Performance: Sunday, May 4, 2025, 3 pm

The Michael Steinberg & Jorja Fleezanis Fund was established by the late violinist Jorja Fleezanis 
to commission new works incorporating literary texts and music by emerging composers.
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  How did you get into music?
I grew up in a family of musicians. 
My mother is a pianist, my dad plays 
trumpet, my older sister Sarah—who 
joined the Minnesota Orchestra in 
2016—is a violinist, my younger 
brother is a cellist, and our grandma 
(who would watch us many days a 
week) is a pianist and choir director. 
Music was part of life for me, and 
my grandma used to take us around 
to nursing homes to sing and play 
Scandinavian folk songs from a young 
age.

What led you into the viola world?
I began violin at age 4 because I 
wanted to be just like my older sister. 
I’m glad our parents required us to 
stick with it, because even though 
I hated practicing as a kid, I really 
liked playing in Minnesota Youth 
Symphonies and enjoyed the benefits 
of learning an instrument. In late 
high school, I started playing viola 
because my quartet needed a violist, 
and it felt like it fit my personality 

better. I also sang quite a bit in choirs 
and solo operatic settings, and viola 
felt similar since its range is similar 
to the human voice. Switching 
to viola made me feel like I was 
exploring something all my own.

What are the upsides of being in the 
same Orchestra as your sister Sarah?
From the first day I joined the 
Minnesota Orchestra, I had someone 
there to show me the ropes and 
answer any questions. How do I log in 
to the benefits website? How do I find 
rehearsal schedules? Everything was 
answered and I was never confused! 
During my first year with the 
Orchestra, when I was finishing my 
master’s degree in New York City and 
commuting back and forth, I always 
had a place to stay with her. Finally, 
we crack each other up! Making 
faces at Sarah during rehearsals and 
concerts that only she will find funny 
is my favorite pastime. And I get to 
see my sister every day at work—a 
pretty great deal!

MEET A MUSICIAN: LYDIA GRIMES
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Continued on page 12

Minnesota Orchestra musician since: 2022
Section: Viola
Hometown: Shoreview, Minnesota
Education: The Juilliard School
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1601 EAST LAKE ST
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ingebretsens.com
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What are your favorite memories so 
far of being in the Orchestra?
Most of my favorite memories come 
from shenanigans in the viola section. 
While of course it is important to be 
professional, we have fun and joke 
around when the time is right. I love 
my section and all our inside jokes! 

What do you enjoy doing in your free 
time?
I played soccer my entire childhood 
and love it more than anything, so I 
play on two leagues at the moment, 
which has been incredibly fun. And 
sometimes I play with Gabi [Campos 
Zamora], our principal clarinetist! I’ve 
also been enjoying learning to play 
chess lately, and am taking lessons in 
that and in Spanish. And of course, 
I’ve been watching The White Lotus.

What movies and music would 
you like to see on the Orchestra’s 
calendar?
A group of us in the Orchestra 
meet once in a while to watch 
period dramas. I’m sure we’d 
love to play a movie like Pride 
and Prejudice—although I don’t 
know how well that would sell! I 
also love playing the Romantics: 
Brahms and Rachmaninoff, among 
many others. But since I’m still 
early in my orchestral career, I’m 
enjoying playing pieces I’ve never 
done before and expanding my 
knowledge of general repertoire as 
well as contemporary works. Our 
programming committee does a great 
job finding a balance, and I love the 
variety we get to perform!
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Continued from page 10

MUSICIANS AROUND TOWN

  When they’re not at Orchestra 
Hall, Minnesota Orchestra musicians 
often perform concerts around the 
Twin Cities and beyond. Among them 
are two at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in downtown Minneapolis. 
On Sunday, April 13, the Bakken 
Ensemble, including violinist Sarah 
Grimes, violist Lydia Grimes and 
cellist Pitnarry Shin, performs a 
chamber music program. On Sunday, 
May 4, the Michael Steinberg and 
Jorja Fleezanis Fund presents a 
concert celebrating the legacy of 
the late former Concertmaster Jorja 

Fleezanis and her late husband, 
musicologist Michael Steinberg. The 
concert features the premiere of An 
Old Story by Stefan L. Smith with text 
by Tracy K. Smith. First Associate 
Concertmaster Susie Park, Principal 
Cello Anthony Ross, Associate 
Principal Bass Kathryn Nettleman and 
former Principal Clarinet Burt Hara 
are among the performers. 

Learn more about these 
and other performances at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/
aroundtown.
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SUMMER AT ORCHESTRA HALL: 
ROMANTIC MASTERPIECES, MAGIC AND MORE

  Sweeping 
Romantic melodies, piano 
fireworks and an intro 
to the wizarding sport of 
Quidditch are just a few 
highlights in store for 
2025’s Summer at Orchestra 
Hall—the fan-favorite 
festival led for the fifth 
year by pianist and Creative 
Partner Jon Kimura Parker, 
running from July 10 to 
August 1.

This summer’s festival showcases gorgeous Romantic-era piano concertos by 
Robert Schumann and Edvard Grieg, both with Parker at the keyboard; a pair 
of touching Beethoven Romances featuring Assistant Principal Second Violin 
Cecilia Belcher in her solo debut with the Orchestra; four screenings of the 
franchise-launching 2001 film Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, with the 
Orchestra playing John Williams’ Oscar-nominated score live-to-picture; a 
matinee Family Concert featuring dancers from Los Alegres Bailadores; an 
intimate evening of chamber music with Parker and Orchestra musicians; 
and a show-stopping Grand Piano Spectacular starring Parker and three 
additional pianists, playing four pianos simultaneously. Guest conductors 
include Kensho Watanabe, Samuel Lee, Norman Huynh and former Associate 
Conductor Akiko Fujimoto.

As in past years, audiences are invited to arrive early and enjoy pre-concert 
entertainment from a variety of local performers in the Target Atrium, as 
well as special dining and cocktail options. Tickets for Summer at Orchestra 
Hall concerts go on sale Tuesday, April 8, at minnesotaorchestra.org—where 
you can also find full details on the Orchestra’s recently announced 2025-26 
season.

In addition, the summer fun moves beyond Orchestra Hall via a round 
of four free outdoor Symphony for the Cities concerts (June 30-July 5), 
with conductor Jason Seber and the Orchestra bringing patriotic tunes 
and blockbuster film music to Excelsior, Plymouth, Winona and Hudson, 
Wisconsin. Unforgettable melodies and warm weather are on the way—so 
mark your calendars and join us often! 

Jon Kimura Parker
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HAROLD FANG WINS YPSCA COMPETITION

  It was a Groundhog Day 
that will be long remembered: on 
February 2, 12 young finalists of the 
68th annual YPSCA Young People’s 
Concerto Competition performed on 
the Orchestra Hall stage before an 
appreciative crowd and a panel of 
judges. The musicians, chosen from a 
pool of applicants living in Minnesota 
and surrounding states, each 
delivered stellar musicianship—and 
the top prize went to pianist Harold 
Fang of Plymouth, Minnesota, who 
performed a movement from Grieg’s 
Piano Concerto. 

Fang, a 9th-grader at Wayzata High 
School who studies piano with Denis 
Evstuhin, follows in the footsteps of 
past Competition top-prize recipients 
such as Grammy Award-winning 
guitarist Sharon Isbin and the two 
most recent winners, violinist Jane Story and oboist Izaiah Cheeran. With 
the award comes a special invitation to perform as a soloist at a future set of 
Minnesota Orchestra Young People’s Concerts. 

Second prize went to pianist André Peck, a 10th-grader from Logan High 
School in La Crosse, Wisconsin, while cellist Sophia Alexander, an 11th-
grade student at the Blake School in Minneapolis, took home the award for 
top string performance. All 12 finalists were awarded cash prizes, and their 
performances were judged by Dr. Ivan Konev, piano faculty at UW-River 
Falls; Rui Di, assistant concertmaster of the Minnesota Orchestra; and Andrew 
Chappell, the Orchestra’s bass trombonist. 

YPSCA, the Young People’s Symphony Concert Association, is a part of 
the Minnesota Orchestral Association and one of the longest-standing 
organizations of its kind in the nation. It was founded in 1911 to support 
the Orchestra’s Young People’s Concerts, and now provides volunteer 
ushers and annually funds tickets, bus transportation and pre-concert in-
school previews to prepare over 2,000 Twin Cities-area students, among 
other initiatives. Learn more about YPSCA and the Concerto Competition at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/ypsca.

Harold Fang
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Tickets and info at NLCA.com

Healing for Our Future
Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis | May 4th, 4:00pm

The National Lutheran Choir and Cantus collaborate to
find hope amidst the reality of school gun violence.  

In partnership with 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Choir | St. Michael-Albertville High School
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Westminster
Presbyterian Church
12th & Nicollet Mall

Free parking available in the ramp
located off Alice Rainville Place,
between Nicollet and Marquette

Okee Dokee Brothers
Saturday, May 3 | 11am & 2pm

Westminster Hall  
This GRAMMY® Award-winning duo
records and performs family music with
a goal to inspire children and their
parents to step outside and get creative.
The five-time Parents’ Choice Award
winners have been featured on PBS
KIDS, and garnered praise from NPR’s
All Things Considered and USA Today.

Learn more about tickets at:
westminstermpls.org/wpas
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Grażyna Bacewicz	 Overture for Orchestra		  CA. 6’

Frédéric Chopin 	 Concerto No. 2 in F minor 	 CA. 30’
	    for Piano and Orchestra, Opus 21 
		  Maestoso
		  Larghetto
		  Allegro vivace

			   Behzod Abduraimov, piano

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Ludwig van Beethoven 	 Symphony No. 6 in F major, 	 CA. 40’
	    Opus 68, Pastoral
		  Allegro ma non troppo 
		     (Awakening of happy feelings on   
		     getting out into the country)
		  Andante molto moto
		      (By the brookside)
		  Allegro 
		     (Merry gathering of the country folk)
		  Allegro 
		     (Thunderstorm)
		  Allegretto 
		     (Shepherds’ Song; Happy and 
		     thankful feelings after the storm)

Conductor and soloist profiles appear on pages 38 and 39.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.

THU APR 3  11AM   |   FRI APR 4  8PM

Marta Gardolińska, conductor
Behzod Abduraimov, piano

BEETHOVEN SYMPHONY NO. 6

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      APR 3—4 

THANK YOU
The 2024-25 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 
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GRAŻYNA BACEWICZ

B:	 February 5, 1909
	 Łódź, Poland
D:	 January 17, 1969
	 Warsaw, Poland

Overture for Orchestra  
PREMIERED:  
September 1, 1945

  Grażyna Bacewicz, often referred to as “the first lady of Polish 
music,” is cemented in her country’s history as a cultural icon and advocate 
for Poland’s musical legacy. Her catalog of more than 200 compositions 
emerged despite her experience living through both World Wars, raising 
a family during societal upheaval, nursing an injured family member and 
navigating the oppression of women in musical careers through the early 
20th century.

Bacewicz was born in 1909, enrolled in a local music conservatory by the age 
of 10 and began her advanced studies at the Warsaw Conservatory at age 15, 
focusing on violin performance, composition and piano. While there, she 
became acquainted with composer-pianist Karol Szymanowski, who urged 
his students to study abroad in order to expand their artistic horizons. 
With this encouragement, Bacewicz traveled to Paris after graduation to 
study composition with Nadia Boulanger; she then performed her violin 
compositions throughout Spain. 

Bacewicz returned to Warsaw in 1936, becoming concertmaster of the Polish 
Radio Orchestra just before World War II broke out across Europe. She and 
her husband had their only child in 1942, and throughout the war, despite 
displacement and artistic censorship, Bacewicz was able to compose several 
works, including the Overture for Orchestra, which this week receives its 
first performance by the Minnesota Orchestra. In the decades since her 
death in 1969, Poland has memorialized Bacewicz through street names and 
school names, a statue at Philharmonic Hall and a burial plot in a special 
section for cultural heroes of Warsaw.

AVOIDING REPETITION
Bacewicz often fought back when anyone labeled her music with certain 
genres or categories.

Instead she spoke intently about the need for music to evolve over time 
during a composer’s career, stating: “Every composition completed 
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today will belong to the past tomorrow. A progressive composer should 
not repeat herself.” Today, though, her music is generally categorized as 
neoclassical—a musical ethos that focuses on simplicity of lines, balance 
and symmetry, music for music’s sake, rather than the storytelling so 
prevalent in the Romantic era.

Bacewicz’s Overture for Orchestra is blazing, brilliant and optimistic, 
defying the dark times surrounding its composition. Frenzied passages of 
racing notes, shared by each family of instruments, are set into perpetual 
motion over the course of the six-minute work. Only in the central adagio 
section is there a slight release of momentum, where winds lead the 
melody with the rich support of strings and horns. Strings quickly revive 
the original tempo and power through to the end, passing the energy 
through brass and woodwinds and percussion until they all come together 
as one. Although the piece isn’t meant to tell a particular story, Bacewicz 
incorporated the Morse code rhythm for the letter V—dot-dot-dot-dash, 
a shorthand for Victory for the Allies during World War II—into the 
percussion and brass parts, a nod to her relentless hopefulness of war’s end. 

PROGRAM NOTE BY EMMA PLEHAL.

PROGRAM NOTES      APR 3—4 

  Frédéric Chopin’s extraordinary gifts were evident early. One of 
his teachers described him in two words in an end-of-term evaluation: 
“Musical genius.” His parents, however, were careful not to exploit the boy 
or to push him into a career as a prodigy. Chopin did not give an official 
public concert in Warsaw until March 1830, a few weeks after his 20th 
birthday. In the fall of 1829, knowing that occasion was coming, Chopin 
had set to work on a piece worthy of the event: a piano concerto.

FRÉDÉRIC CHOPIN

B:	 March 1, 1810
	 Żelazowa Wola, Poland
D:	 October 17, 1849
    	Paris, France

Concerto No. 2 in  
F minor for Piano and 
Orchestra, Opus 21
PREMIERED: March 3, 1830
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“SUBTLE RAPTURE”
On March 3, 1830, a small orchestra crowded into the Chopin home in 
Warsaw as young Frédéric gave the premiere before invited friends. Two 
weeks later, on March 17, he played the public premiere at the National 
Theatre in Warsaw, and the reviews were rhapsodic. Wrote one critic 
just after the concert: “He plays with such certainty, so cleanly that his 
Concerto might be compared to the life of a just man: no ambiguity, 
nothing false….His music is full of expressive feeling and song, and puts 
the listener into a state of subtle rapture, bringing back to his memory all 
the happy moments he has known.”

This work, however, did not become known as Chopin’s First Piano 
Concerto. Later that year Chopin wrote another piano concerto, in E minor. 
That fall, on his way to Paris, he mislaid the orchestral parts of the F-minor 
concerto, and they had to be completely reconstructed. The E-minor 
concerto was published in 1833 as Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 1, and when 
the F-minor concerto finally appeared in 1836, it was listed as his Piano 
Concerto No. 2. These two are the only piano concertos he wrote.

A FOCUS ON THE PIANO
Chopin’s predecessors Mozart and Beethoven had transformed the piano 
concerto into a great form, a symphonic argument in which soloist and 
orchestra were equal protagonists. Chopin might have respected such 
music, but it was not for him: he was interested, first and foremost, in the 
piano. In his concertos the musical interest lies in the piano part, and the 
orchestra functions only as a framework for the soloist. While Chopin can 
create a Romantic fullness of sound in the Concerto No. 2, he scores it for 
a smaller ensemble, essentially Mozart’s orchestra increased by just one 
instrument, a trombone.

MAESTOSO. The Concerto No. 2 is in the conventional three movements. 
Chopin marks the first movement Maestoso (majestic), but the opening 
impulse is lyric, as the orchestra launches the concerto with a graceful 
falling idea that will shape much of the movement. With the entrance of 
the soloist, however, the orchestra retreats to the shade, and the pianist 
will dominate the remainder of the movement.

LARGHETTO. When Chopin wrote the second movement, he had, like many 
other teenagers, fallen in love, in this case with a young singer, Constantia 
Gladkowska. He wrote to his friend Titus Woyciechowski: “I have—perhaps 
to my misfortune—already found my ideal, which I worship faithfully and 
sincerely. Six months have elapsed, and I have not yet exchanged a syllable 
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  The Sixth Symphony is unique among Ludwig van Beethoven’s 
symphonies because it appears to be programmatic—instrumental music 
intended to evoke specific images or convey a narrative. Beethoven himself 
gave it the nickname Pastoral and further headed each movement with 
a descriptive title that seems to tell a story: the arrival in the country, 
impressions beside a brook, a peasants’ dance which is interrupted by a 
thunderstorm, and a concluding hymn of thanksgiving once the storm has 
passed. 

Some have claimed that Romantic music begins with the Pastoral 
Symphony—they see it as a precursor of such examples of musical painting 
as Berlioz’s Symphonie fantastique, Mendelssohn’s fairyland scenes and 

with her of whom I dream every night. While my thoughts were with her I 
composed the Adagio of my concerto.” In ternary form, this movement has 
been compared to opera music, particularly to the music of Bellini, a great 
favorite of young Chopin. The quiet opening recalls bel canto, while the 
middle section grows more dramatic, as the piano declaims its animated 
song over rustling strings.

This movement has been much admired. Schumann exclaimed “What are 
ten editorial crowns compared with one such slow movement!” and Liszt 
said: “The whole of this piece is of a perfection almost ideal; its expression, 
now radiant with light, now full of tender pathos.”

ALLEGRO VIVACE. Solo piano leads off the concluding Allegro vivace, and 
Chopin marks its opening theme semplice ma graziosamente (simple 
but graceful). Some have heard folk tunes in this movement, but all the 
material appears to have been original with Chopin. A great fanfare from 
the horns leads to a properly spirited conclusion.

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.

LUDWIG VAN  
BEETHOVEN
B:	 December 16, 1770
	 Bonn, Germany
D:	 March 26, 1827
	 Vienna, Austria 

Symphony No. 6 in  
F major, Opus 68,  
Pastoral
PREMIERED:  
December 22, 1808 
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Liszt’s tone poems, while others have tried to stage this music, complete 
with characters, costumes and scenery. In a famous segment from Disney’s 
Fantasia, the music plays atop a mythological backdrop complete with 
cupids, centaurs and other imaginary characters.

Beethoven would have been astonished. He had no use for program 
music or musical portraiture, which he considered cheap trickery. His 
Sixth Symphony is in classical symphonic forms throughout. Even its 
“extra” movement, the famous thunderstorm, can be understood as a 
brief transition between the scherzo and the rondo-finale. And while this 
symphony refers to something outside the music itself, Beethoven wanted 
it understood as “an expression of feelings rather than painting.”

THE SYMPHONY IN BRIEF
The first movement (“Cheerful impressions on arriving in the country”) 
is built on two completely relaxed themes; these do not offer the contrast 
that lies at the heart of sonata form, but instead create two complementary 
“Cheerful impressions.” The second movement (“Scene by the Brook”) is 
also in a sonata form built on two themes. Over murmuring lower strings, 
with their suggestion of bubbling water, the two themes sing gracefully. 
The movement concludes with three brief bird calls, which Beethoven 
names specifically in the score: nightingale (flute), quail (oboe) and cuckoo 
(clarinet). The scherzo (“Peasants’ merrymaking”) is a portrait of a rural 
festival; its vigorous trio echoes the heavy stamping of a peasant dance.

Just as the scherzo is about to repeat, it suddenly veers off in a new 
direction. Tremulous strings and distant murmurings lead to the 
wonderful storm. Gradually the storm moves off, and the music proceeds 
directly into the last movement, where solo clarinet and horn outline the 
tentative call of a shepherd’s pipe in the aftermath of the storm. Beethoven 
then magically transforms this call into his serene main theme, given 
out by the violins. If ever there has been music that deserved to be called 
radiant, it is this singing theme, which unfolds like a rainbow spread 
across the still-glistening heavens.

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.
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Igor Stravinsky 	 Suite from The Soldier’s Tale 	 CA. 26’
		  The Soldier’s March | The Soldier’s Violin
		  Pastorale | Royal March | The Little Concert
		  Three Dances: Tango, Waltz, Ragtime
		  The Devil’s Dance | The Great Chorale
		  Triumphant March of the Devil
			   Rui Dui, violin 
			   Kyle Sanborn, bass
 			   Gabriel Campos Zamora, clarinet
			   Fei Xie, bassoon
			   Douglas C. Carlsen, trumpet
			   R. Douglas Wright, trombone
			   Kevin Watkins, percussion

Bowen York 	 Fantasia for Four Violas  	 CA. 11’
			   Rebecca Albers, viola | Lydia Grimes, viola 
			   Jude Park, viola | Marlea Simpson, viola

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Antonín Dvořák  	 Piano Trio No. 4 in E minor, Opus 90, Dumky 	 CA. 30’
		  Lento maestoso – 
		      Allegro, quasi doppio movimiento
		  Poco adagio — Vivace non troppo
		  Andante – Vivace non troppo
		  Andante moderato (Quasi tempo di marcia)
		  Allegro
		  Lento maestoso	
			   Susie Park, violin
			   Anthony Ross, cello
			   Behzod Abduraimov, piano

* In remembrance
A profile of Behzod Abduraimov appears on page 38.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/musicians for profiles of Minnesota Orchestra 
musicians performing in this afternoon’s concert.

SAT APR 5  2PM

CHAMBER MUSIC IN THE HALL 
WITH BEHZOD ABDURAIMOV

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS     APR 5 

The Minnesota Orchestra’s Chamber Music series is generously 
sponsored by Dr. Jennine and John* Speier.
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THANK YOU
The Movies & Music series is presented by U.S. Bank.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC LIVE  
SECRETS OF THE WHALES

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      APR 11—12 

FRI APR 11  7PM   |   SAT APR 12  7PM

Sarah Hicks, conductor

From Executive Producer JAMES CAMERON 
and Renowned Explorer BRIAN SKERRY

Music by RAPHAELLE THIBAUT

Created, written and directed by  
BRIAN ARMSTRONG and ANDY MITCHELL 

Stream music from the concert on the National Geographic Official Playlist.

Tonight’s concert lasts about 1 hour and 55 minutes, including a 20-minute 
intermission. The program is a presentation of highlights from the four-part 
Disney+ documentary series National Geographic: Secrets of the Whales with a 
live performance of the series’ score. Please remain seated until the conclusion of 
the end credits.

A profile of conductor Sarah Hicks appears on page 40.

© National Geographic. All Rights Reserved.
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Concert Packages  
On Sale Now! 

M I N N E S O TA O R C H E S T R A . O R G/S U B S C R I B E   |   6 1 2 -3 7 1 - 5 6 4 2

2025/26

Come together to listen.

Pick up a season brochure in the lobby or 
visit us online for the complete season lineup. 

Magic awaits—all we need is you!

THOMAS SØNDERGÅRD, MUSIC DIRECTOR

        PHOTO Darrell Owens.
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RELAXED FAMILY CONCERT 
MUSICAL WONDERS OF THE WORLD

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      APR 13 

PRE- AND POST-CONCERT
Arrive early and stay after the concert to try instruments, make art, dance and 
meet Minnesota Orchestra musicians.

THANK YOU
The Relaxed Family Concert series is made possible by PNC.

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from 
the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the 
arts and cultural heritage fund.

Ferde Grofé	 On the Trail, from Grand Canyon Suite 	 CA. 6’

Alexander Borodin 	 Selection from In the Steppes of Central Asia	 CA. 5’

Benjamin Britten	 Storm: Presto con fuoco, from      		  CA. 5’
	     Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes

He Zhanhao/	 Selection from The Butterfly Lovers	  CA. 5’
Chen Gang	     Violin Concerto
		  Rui Du, violin

Bedřich Smetana	 Selection from The Moldau, 	  CA. 4’
	     No. 2 from Má vlast (My Homeland)

George Gershwin	 Selection from An American in Paris 	 CA. 4’

Aaron Copland	 Selection from Appalachian Spring 	 CA. 3’

Conductor, soloist and interpreter profiles appear on pages 38, 39 and 41. 

SUN APR 13  2PM

Molly Turner, conductor and host
Rui Du, violin
Maria Dively, American Sign Language interpreter

This afternoon’s concert lasts approximately one hour and is performed 
without an intermission.
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CHRISTINE GOERKE, TURANDOT

MINNESOTAORCHESTRA.ORG   |   612-371-5656   |    #MINNORCH

Opera in Concert: Søndergård 
Conducts Puccini’s Turandot
THU MAY 1  7PM 
SAT MAY 3  7PM
Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Acclaimed vocal soloists
Minnesota Chorale and Angelica Cantanti Youth Choirs

Søndergård, Fliter and Mozart
THU MAY 8  11AM 
FRI MAY 9  8PM
Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Ingrid Fliter, piano

James Ehnes Plays Dvořák
THU MAY 15  11AM 
FRI MAY 16  8PM
Edward Gardner, conductor
James Ehnes, violin

Chamber Music in the Hall  
with James Ehnes
SAT MAY 17  2PM
Featuring Minnesota Orchestra musicians

Heyward, Beethoven and Schumann
FRI MAY 30  8PM 
SAT MAY 31  7PM
Jonathon Heyward, conductor
Alice Sara Ott, piano

DON’T MISS THESE INCREDIBLE CONCERTS—BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

UPCOMING 
CONCERTS

JAMES EHNES

JONATHON HEYW
ARD

All artists, programs, dates and prices subject 
to change. Photo credits available online.

The 2024–25 Classical  
Season is presented by
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MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      APR 25 

THANK YOU
The 2024-25 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

The 2025 Minnesota Composer Institute includes a new partnership with 
Universal Music Publishing Classics & Screen and Ricordi New York as a part of 
the launch of their RicordiLab US Program, designed to support the careers of 
young composers.

This concert will be recorded for later broadcast on YourClassical Minnesota 
Public Radio. 

FRI APR 25  8PM

Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Kevin Puts, host and Composer Institute director

SØNDERGÅRD CONDUCTS 
FUTURE CLASSICS

Kevin Puts 	 Heartland	 CA. 7’

Benjamin Webster 	 Autumn Movement 	 CA. 10’

Elise Arancio 	 Bite Your Tongue for Orchestra and Tape	 CA. 7’

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Soomin Kim 	 star / ghost / mouth / sea	 CA. 9’
	      star
	      ghost
	      mouth
	      sea

Andrew Faulkenberry 	 portrait through a prism	 CA. 9’

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/moci for information about the 
Minnesota Orchestra Composer Institute, the program’s history  
and notable alumni.

Profiles of the conductor and host appear on pages 8 and 40.
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  Although Kevin Puts hails from St. Louis, Missouri, the Twin Cities 
have loomed large in his award-winning career. Puts won the 2012 Pulitzer 
Prize for Music for his opera Silent Night, which was commissioned and 
premiered by Minnesota Opera, and in 2014 he was named director of the 
Minnesota Orchestra Composer Institute. The Orchestra commissioned 
his 2006 work Sinfonia concertante and has played seven of his orchestral 
pieces to date. This week bring the eighth: the world premiere of 
Heartland—a retooled version of Puts’ work Heartland Canons, which 
was commissioned by the Des Moines Symphony and premiered by that 
ensemble on September 24, 2022.

Heartland is actually the third link in a chain of pieces that began with 
Millennium Canons, composed by Puts for the Boston Pops in 2001. “In both 
works, I adopt the ages-old practice of contrapuntal imitation to create 
active textures that dance along the top of broad, hymn-like melodies,” 
he explains about Heartland Canons, which he connects to his childhood 
experiences in Missouri and Michigan. “I live on the East Coast now, but the 
Midwest is still in my blood and very much a part of who I am. I believe this 
is reflected quite unmistakably in both the harmonic flavor of Heartland 
Canons and in its expansive phraseology.” The new iteration of the music is 
now titled simply Heartland.

UPCOMING HIGHLIGHTS
Now that Heartland is complete, Puts is moving on to other major projects, 
including a violin concerto for Joshua Bell and a new piece to commemorate 
the reopening of St. Louis’ Powell Hall in September. The latter work is 
based on Khalil Gibran’s poetry collection The Prophet and will feature 
mezzo Joyce DiDonato along with a chorus and the St. Louis Symphony. His 
opera Silent Night continues to receive prominent performances, including 
new productions at Houston Grand Opera and the Metropolitan Opera in the 
next two seasons. A more extensive profile of Puts appears on page 40.

PROGRAM NOTE BY CARL SCHROEDER.

KEVIN PUTS
B:	 January 3, 1972
	 St. Louis, Missouri

Heartland 
PREMIERING: April 25, 2025 
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BENJAMIN WEBSTER

B:	 March 3, 1997
	 Wrentham, Massachusetts

Autumn Movement 
PREMIERED:  
December 8, 2022 

  Benjamin Webster’s music explores the beauty and fragility of 
sound and gesture. His works construct large-scale musical narratives from 
simple materials, themselves often emergent from instrumental timbre and 
performance technique. 

Webster’s music has been performed by the San Francisco Contemporary 
Music Players, Lyris Quartet, Yale Philharmonia, Indiana University Jacob’s 
School Chamber Orchestra, Transient Canvas and Passepartout Duo, among 
others. It has been heard at the Bowdoin Music Festival, Yale School of 
Music’s Norfolk New Music Workshop, Alba Music Festival, Oregon Bach 
Festival and Ciclo de Música Contemporánea de Oviedo. He holds degrees 
from the University of Miami and the University of Southern California, 
and he is currently a doctoral candidate at the Yale School of Music studying 
with Katherine Balch—who is a 2017 alumnus of the Minnesota Orchestra 
Composer Institute.

THE COMPOSER’S NOTE 
While not specifically about the season of the work’s namesake, Autumn 
Movement is a piece that does ask questions about the concept of change. 
Personal change, natural change and societal change were all subjects that 
I was thinking about as I developed this piece. While it does not address 
any one of these directly, the materials and form of the work were shaped 
by my emotional reactions to a season of both internal (personal) and 
external (social and political) transformation. Trees and their longevity are 
an additional important image in the music, as I see the double bass and its 
prominent role throughout the work as being a sort of musical “trunk” out 
of which the materials of the piece branch off.

Autumn Movement received its world premiere performance on December 
8, 2022, by the Yale Philharmonia in New Haven, Connecticut, with Samuel 
Hollister conducting.

PROGRAM NOTE BY BENJAMIN WEBSTER.
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ELISE ARANCIO

B:	 September 16, 2000
	 Tucker, Georgia

Bite Your Tongue
for Orchestra and Tape
PREMIERING: April 25, 2025

  Elise Arancio’s musical language is driven by conversation. She is 
a lover of words, and much of her music draws inspiration from poetry 
and literature. Her orchestral and chamber works have been performed 
across the country and internationally by ensembles including the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra, New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Curtis Symphony 
Orchestra, National Youth Orchestra of the USA and PRISM saxophone 
quartet, and in 2024 she received an American Academy of Arts and Letters 
Charles Ives Scholarship. She graduated with a bachelor of music degree 
from the Curtis Institute of Music, and she is currently pursuing her 
master’s degree at the Juilliard School as a recipient of a Kovner Fellowship.

THE COMPOSER’S NOTE 
Bite Your Tongue illustrates an individual being silenced by both internal 
and external forces. Broken syllables and the fragments of the beginnings 
of words are projected in the pre-recorded track, which interrupts the 
orchestra’s material that represents the collection of thoughts that are 
trying to break free. This piece attempts to illustrate the struggle that 
takes place as a voice attempts to articulate messages in the face of its 
suppression. The only words formed in the piece are “shudder” which forms 
into “shut her” as the orchestra aligns with the speaker in a final expression 
of urgency and frustration. 

This poem “for we who keep our lives in our mouths” by Nayyirah Waheed 
serves as an epitaph.
my whole life
i have
ate my tongue.
ate my tongue.
ate my tongue.
i am so full of my tongue
you would think speaking is easy. but it is not
—for we who keep our lives in our mouths.
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Although tonight’s performance of Bite Your Tongue is the first in a live 
concert setting, the music was first heard in its entirety in spring 2021— 
at a time when large audiences could not gather safely due to the COVID-19 
pandemic—as part of an online documentary recorded by the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra with Jerry Hou conducting.

PROGRAM NOTE BY ELISE ARANCIO.

SOOMIN KIM

B:	 August 24, 1995
	 Anyang, South Korea

star / ghost / mouth / 
sea 
PREMIERED:  
December 9, 2021

  Composer and singer Soomin Kim has garnered numerous major 
awards and opportunities in recent years. She received Morton Gould Young 
Composer Awards from the ASCAP Foundation in 2019, 2020 and 2022. In 
2024 she won the University of Florida call for scores by women composers. 
During the 2023-24 season, she was a Sounding Ground composer in 
residence with the Minnesota-based new music ensemble Zeitgeist. In 
2023 she was the guest artist at the annual Art Festival at NLCS Jeju in 
Seogwipo, South Korea. In 2022 her orchestration of Helen Hagan’s Piano 
Concerto in C minor was premiered by pianist and musicologist Samantha 
Ege and the Yale Philharmonia under direction of Peter Oundjian. In 2018 
she was selected to write for the Cleveland Chamber Symphony as part of 
their Young & Emerging Composers Project. 

Kim’s music has been featured at the Ravinia Festival, Sydney Festival, 
Liquid Music, Aspen Music Festival, Bowdoin International Music Festival 
and Norfolk New Music Workshop, among many other institutions. She is 
currently a visiting assistant professor of composition at her alma mater, 
the Oberlin Conservatory of Music. Born in 1995 in Anyang, South Korea, 
she grew up in Uljeongbu, South Korea.

THE COMPOSER’S NOTE
In the beginning of Franny Choi’s book of poetry Soft Science, the author 
lists four keywords—star, ghost, mouth and sea—that she uses repeatedly 
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throughout her work, in which she explores the themes of identity, 
technology, gender and violence, among others. These keywords are used 
not literally, but metaphorically; “star,” for example, stands for “bright, 
ancient wound I follow home”; “sea” means “cold ancestor; bloodless 
womb.”

star / ghost / mouth / sea is a set of four miniatures for orchestra that explore 
these four metaphors. The miniatures are not literal translations, but my 
interpretation of Franny’s words. Her poems not only inspired me but 
comforted me in times when I struggled to make sense of what it means to 
look like me, to sound like me, and to be me in this world, in this country.

The premiere of star / ghost / mouth / sea was given on December 9, 2021, 
by the Yale Philharmonia in New Haven, Connecticut, with Ryan Tani 
conducting.

PROGRAM NOTE BY SOOMIN KIM.

ANDREW  
FAULKENBERRY
B:	 1999
	 New Brunswick, New Jersey

portrait through a prism  
PREMIERE: October 19, 2022 

  New Jersey native Andrew Faulkenberry is a composer of 
emotionally evocative works that pose questions about the human 
experience. His music addresses topics such as philosophy, politics, religion 
and art itself. Pulitzer Prize-winning composer William Bolcom offered 
praise for his music’s “mature tone...[and] considerable spiritual depth.”

Faulkenberry’s pieces have been performed and recorded by artists 
including the Albany Symphony Orchestra, International Contemporary 
Ensemble, Parker Quartet, Brevard Music Center Orchestra, Peabody 
Symphony Orchestra and Rutgers Wind Ensemble. His works have also been 
read by groups such as the Albany Symphony and the JACK Quartet.

Faulkenberry received a bachelor of music degree in composition from 
Rutgers University in 2021, where he studied with Robert Livingston 
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Aldridge and graduated summa cum laude. He then earned a master’s in 
composition from Peabody Conservatory in 2023, where he studied with 
Kevin Puts. Currently, he teaches private lessons in Baltimore, Maryland, 
and works with the publisher Just a Theory Press. 

THE COMPOSER’S NOTE
My piece portrait through a prism is inspired by the image of light through 
a prism—how the original image is destroyed, but in the process is 
transfigured into a beautiful kaleidoscope of color. We are much like 
that light—impermanent, bound to be destroyed. This fact inspires 
many contradictory emotions in me: powerlessness, fear, awe, reverence, 
transcendence. portrait through a prism is my meditation on these feelings.

The Peabody Symphony Orchestra performed the world premiere of portrait 
through a prism on October 19, 2022, under the direction of Chi-Yuan Lin.

PROGRAM NOTE BY ANDREW FAULKENBERRY.
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MARIA DIVELY, 
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 

INTERPRETER

Maria Dively has been an American 
Sign Language interpreter for nine 
years in Minnesota and California. A 
NIC/Trilingual Interpreter, she is a 
graduate of North Central University 
in Minneapolis. She was born and 
raised in Puerto Rico and has been 
involved personally and professionally 
in the Deaf community since college. 
From a young age, she has been 
involved with music as a woodwind 
player, percussionist and steel drums 
player, among other roles.

BEHZOD ABDURAIMOV, 
PIANO

Behzod Abduraimov’s performances 
combine an immense depth of 
musicality with phenomenal 
technique and breathtaking 
delicacy. He performs with many 
of the world’s leading orchestras 
and conductors, and his critically 
acclaimed recordings have set a new 
standard for the piano repertoire. The 
2024-25 season sees him performing 
with the Bamberger Symphoniker, 
Orquesta y Coro Nacionales de España, 
NDR Radiophilharmonie, Atlanta 
Symphony, Detroit Symphony, St. 
Louis Symphony, Toronto Symphony, 
Singapore Symphony and Tokyo 
Philharmonic. His recordings have 
won numerous international awards, 
and his newest recital album is 
Shadows of My Ancestors. Born in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, Abduraimov 
began the piano at age 5 as a pupil of 
Tamara Popovich at Uspensky State 
Central Lyceum in Tashkent. In 2009 
he won first prize at the London 
International Piano Competition. 
He is artist in residence at the 
International Center for Music at Park 
University. More: harrisonparrott.com, 
behzodabduraimov.com.
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MARTA GARDOLIŃSKA, 
CONDUCTOR

Marta Gardolińska is music director 
of Opéra National de Lorraine and 
principal guest conductor of Orquestra 
Simfònica de Barcelona. She came 
to international attention in 2018 
as Young Conductor in Association 
at the Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra, which led to a Dudamel 
Fellowship with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic and an invitation 
to be second conductor to Gustavo 
Dudamel for its Grammy-winning 
live Deutsche Grammophon recording 
of Ives’ Symphony No. 4. She then 
returned to make her debut with 
the Philharmonic at the Hollywood 
Bowl. This season she debuts with the 
Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin, 
Toronto Symphony and Minnesota 
Orchestra and joins the Stavanger 
Symphony, RAI Torino Orchestra and 
Hallé Orchestra. She will also conduct 
Eugene Onegin at the Opéra National 
de Lorraine. Recent highlights 
include debuts with the London 
Symphony, Swedish Radio Symphony, 
City of Birmingham Symphony and 
Orchestre national du Capitole de 
Toulouse. More: askonasholt.com, 
martagardolinska.com.

RUI DU, 
VIOLIN

Rui Du, the Minnesota Orchestra’s 
assistant concertmaster since 2015, 
has been featured at Orchestra Hall 
twice as soloist—in Chen Gang 
and He Zhanhao’s The Butterfly 
Lovers Violin Concerto and Alyssa 
Weinberg’s in somnis. He was 
previously a member of the Baltimore 
Symphony and concertmaster of 
the Annapolis Symphony, among 
other positions, and has also been 
a regular guest concertmaster 
of China’s Qingdao Symphony 
Orchestra. With his wife Hanna 
Hyunjung Kim, principal pianist of 
the New York City Ballet Orchestra, 
he co-founded Ensemble Muzén, a 
mixed chamber ensemble featuring 
renowned musicians from the Twin 
Cities. As an enthusiastic educator, 
he has given numerous masterclasses 
and lectures to conservatories and 
festivals throughout the U.S. and 
China. Born and raised in Heifei in 
China’s Anhui Province, he studied 
at the Shanghai Conservatory, 
National University of Singapore’s 
Yong Siew Toh Conservatory and 
Peabody Conservatory. More: 
minnesotaorchestra.org.
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KEVIN PUTS, 
HOST AND  

COMPOSER INSTITUTE DIRECTOR

The music of Pulitzer Prize- and 
Grammy-winning composer Kevin 
Puts has been commissioned and 
performed by leading organizations 
around the world such as the 
Metropolitan Opera, Philadelphia 
Orchestra, Carnegie Hall, Opera 
Philadelphia and Minnesota 
Opera. This year marks the tenth 
anniversary of his first year directing 
the Minnesota Orchestra Composer 
Institute. Recent performances include 
the premiere of his fourth opera, The 
Hours, by the Philadelphia Orchestra, 
and subsequent stagings by the 
Metropolitan Opera as well as the 
West Coast premiere of The Brightness 
of Light, featuring Renée Fleming 
and Rod Gilfry with the Los Angeles 
Opera Orchestra. His many accolades 
include the 2023 Grammy for Best 
Contemporary Classical Composition 
for his orchestral work Contact and 
the 2012 Pulitzer for his opera Silent 
Night. He is a member of the Peabody 
Institute’s composition faculty and 
is serving this year as Distinguished 
Visiting Composer at the Juilliard 
School. More: kevinputs.com.

SARAH HICKS, 
CONDUCTOR

Sarah Hicks, the Minnesota Orchestra’s 
principal conductor of Live at 
Orchestra Hall, has led a broad range of 
programs since joining the Orchestra 
as assistant conductor in 2006, and 
has earned wide acclaim as a guest 
conductor in the U.S. and abroad. Her 
notable projects here have included 
co-creating the Inside the Classics 
series and Sam & Sarah series with 
former Orchestra violist Sam Bergman 
and leading original productions with 
collaborators such as PaviElle French, 
Kevin Kling, Peter Rothstein, Robert 
Elhai and The Moving Company. She 
has been an artistic leader in concerts 
featuring artists from Minnesota’s 
popular music scene, including shows 
with Nur-D, The New Standards, Cloud 
Cult and Dessa—with whom Hicks and 
the Orchestra made a live-in-concert 
recording on Doomtree Records and 
will collaborate again in November 
2025. Next season she will lead film 
music concerts of The Goonies, Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets and 
Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back, 
among other performances. More: 
minnesotaorchestra.org. 
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MOLLY TURNER, 
CONDUCTOR AND HOST

American conductor Molly Turner 
is an exceptional talent who directs 
with fervor and imagination. She 
is the current conducting fellow of 
New World Symphony as well as a 
2024-25 Dudamel Fellow with Los 
Angeles Philharmonic. In 2024-25 
Turner twice serves as cover conductor 
for New York Philharmonic. Her 
recent highlights include concerts 
with the Orchestre de Paris, San 
Francisco Symphony’s SoundBox 
Series, Gstaad Festival Orchestra, 
Theater Orchester Biel Solothurn, 
Juilliard Orchestra, Dallas Opera 
Orchestra and Tanglewood’s Festival 
of Contemporary Music. In 2019 she 
was the youngest conductor invited 
for a residency at the Dallas Opera’s 
Hart Institute for Women Conductors. 
She is also the first recipient of 
the Judy Rodin Fellowship for an 
Outstanding Woman Musician. Turner 
has conducted contemporary works by 
Wynton Marsalis, Jessie Montgomery 
and Caroline Shaw, among others. 
She is a composer herself and 
recently led her orchestral work Open 
Doors. More: harrisonparrott.com, 
mollyxiuturner.com. 
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Celebrate your love of music  
at the party of the season! 

Dress to the nines and treat yourself to an evening  
of circus-themed selections under the baton of Music Director 

Thomas Søndergård. After the concert—join the after-party 
and enjoy circus-inspired food and entertainment with 

Bluewater Kings Band, performances by Circus Juventas, 
entertainment from clowns Neal Skoy and Gregory Parks, 

carnival games, a fortune teller and more!
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2024–25      GUARANTY FUND

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!
We are grateful to the following individuals, and to the nearly 13,000 donors  
whose Guaranty Fund gifts help sustain the Minnesota Orchestra each year.

PARTNER WITH A 
SECTION PROGRAM
$100,000
Anonymous, Clarinets
Martha and Doug* Head, 

Bassoons
Kathy* and John Junek,  

Linda and Warren Mack, 
Flutes and Piccolo

Al and Kathy Lenzmeier,  
First Violins

Nancy and John Lindahl, Basses
Marilyn Carlson Nelson, Trumpets
Dr. Jennine and John* Speier, 
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Margaret V.B. Wurtele, Oboes
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Julie and Doug Baker, Jr.  
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of The Minneapolis Foundation
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Chip and Vicki Emery
Beverly and Richard* Fink
Lorraine R. Hart
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Foundation

Dr. Rick and Jean* Simmons
Jean and Robert* Spong
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Darren Acheson and  

Carol Peterson
Susan and Richard Anderson
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Martha and Bruce Atwater
Maria Bales
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Sarah Brew and Family
Dave and Lonnie Broden
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The Longview Foundation
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Joel and Mary Ann Elftmann
Kathleen and Gerald* Erickson
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Cynthia Goplen and  

Michael Roos
Margot and Paul Grangaard
The Gerald and Patrice Halbach 

Charitable Fund
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Deborah Healey 
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Margaret Kinney
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Ruth Shields
Martin Lueck and Mallory Mullins
Nivin and Duncan MacMillan 

Foundation
Michael Merrick
Sandy and Bob* Morris
Cathy and John Muggee
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Charles Sorenson
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Catherine R. and Steven Webster
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Family Foundation
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FRIENDS of the Minnesota 
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Betsy Frost and Charlie Anderson
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Bill and Paula Glade
MaryAnn Goldstein and  

David Benditt
Joan Gram
Karen and David Grandstrand
Jane and David Gregerson
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The John and Cynthia Hart Fund
Heidi and Chris Hedberg
Thomas Herr and  

Kathryn Newsome-Herr
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Diane and Tony Hofstede
Maurice and Denise Holloman
Milla and Phil Isaacson
Melinda and Michael S. Jones
Nancy and William Jones
Barbara Jordan
Nancy and Bob* Kloehn
Eric and Celita Levinson
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of The Minneapolis Foundation
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Tom Newton
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Linda and Steven Sandvig
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Marlene and  

Thomas Shaughnessy
Rebecca and John Shockley
Mark and Mary Sigmond
Douglas and Katherine Skor
William and Marcelyn Smale
Peter Spokes
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Jody Strakosch and Bill Umscheid
Mary Hershberger Thun and 

David Thun
Marcia K. Townley
Dr. Jorge Velosa and  

Dr. Chris Sigurdson
Edward Wagner
Dee Weaver
Rev. Don Allan Wells*
Betty Ann and Cornie Wiens
Steven Williamson
Martha Wren
Sandra and Dale Wucher

$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous (6)
Ronald L. Abrams and  

Joanne B. Rogin-Abrams
Dennis P. Albrecht
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Sara Viker Althoff and  

Terry Althoff
Ross and Karen Alwin
JoAnn and Tom Ambrose
Suzanne Ammerman
Don and Rose Andersen
Bruce T. Anderson
Elaine Anton
Nina Archabal
Eldon Arden
Annette Atkins
Josephine (Jodi) M. Bahl
Carole and Doug* Baker
Karen Baker
Janet and Mary Balej
Cecil Bassett and  

Russell Sherman, in memory of  
Opal Baltz Bassett

Muriel J. Bebeau
Sue Bennett
Russ and Becky Bierbaum
Ellen Bogardus-Szymaniak
Terry Boksberger
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Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Elizabeth and Joseph Brama
Christopher and Tiffany Brand
Tyrone and Delia Bujold
Dr. Krzysztof Burhardt and  

April L. Spas
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk,  

in memory of Richard Cisek
Kathleen and Paul Campbell
Phillip M. and Cheryl A. Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Benton J. Case, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Collins Cavender
Yvonne Cheek and Mike Kirkwood
Arnold Chu and I-ming Shih
Drs. C. Scott and Nerissa Collins
Paula Cooney and Aldo Walker
Charlie and Lisa Corcoran
Ken and Linda Cutler
Wendy W. Dayton
Michaelanne Degrood
Richard and Lucille DeRemee
Greg DeWitt
Nina and Anthony DiAngelis
Jayne and Jim Early
Joyce and Hugh Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Carolyn and Don Egeberg
Clare Eisenberg and  

Colin Carleton
The Ekdahl Hutchinson Family Fund
John J. Erickson
Keith and Leanna Erickson
Jordan and Jenny Focht
Patricia R. Freeburg
Daniel and Carol Frenning
John and Karen Froelich
Jim and Bobbi Gahlon
Joyce and Charles Gauck
Lisa Gault
Claire Givens and Andrew Dipper
Robert and Julie Guelich
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Guerino
Joseph and Deirdre Haj
Roger B. Hallgren, M.D.
Dr. James and Dorothy Halverson
Rieke and Craig Hankins
Burt Hara,  

in loving memory of Julie Hara
Bea and Ron Hasselmann
Drs. Greg and Angie Hatfield
Polly Henderson
Linda and Jeffrey Hernes
David Hilden and Julie Railsback
Helen and Curt Hillstrom
Barbara Walters Hodges
David and Marjorie* Hols
Sondra W. Howe,  

in memory of Robert B. Howe
Penny Hunt
Sally Hwang
Sally and David Hyslop
Garin Ipsen
Andrea and Gary* Iseminger
Frank and Roxy Janezich
Ann Jennen and Bruce Jacobs
Gail M. Jones

Sally* and Chuck Jorgensen
Andrew and Virginia Kass
Chuck and Kathleen Kauffman
Janice and Robert Keefe
Rosemary M. Kessler
Judith Ann Kinsey*
Karen and Stephan Kistler 
David J. Klaiber
Brian Kleinke and Erin Winchell
Nita Krevans
Cleo Kriesel
Barbara and Robert Kueppers
Kristi LaLonde
Nancy M. Lange
Barbara Larson
Dianne and Daniel* Latham
Kristin Lee
Mary Ellen and John Lundsten
Mark and Becky* Lystig
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Karen Margolis and  

Robert Simonds
James and Jane Matson
Mary and Ron Mattson
Barbara McBurney
Sam* and Patty McCullough
Anne McKinsey, in memory of 

Mary Earl McKinsey
Mary and Bob Mersky
Lucy C. Mitchell –  

The Longview Foundation
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Beverly Montgomery
Susan Moore and Douglas Winn
Tom and Conchy Morgan
Katherine Murphy
Gillian and Roy Myers
Phyllis and Robert Narveson
Claire and Gary Nelson
Cory Nelson
David and Valerie Pace
Minsok Pak and Carrie Shuchart
Richard Palmer, in memory of 

Elizabeth Palmer Meisinger 
and Ruta Palmer

Derrill Pankow and Al Bradley
Ashley Perala
Susan J. Perkins
Gary N. and  

Barbara J. Petersen Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

David and Helen* Peterson
Joseph Petrick and Janet Boss
Anne and John Polta
Nancy and James Proman
Beth Rapier and Tony Ross
Remele Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Sandra Bemis Roe
Barbara and David Roen
Rich Rolfs and  

Mary Zygmunt-Rolfs
Susan Roosenraad
Tamara and Michael Root

Burton G. Ross and  
Cynthia Rosenblatt Ross Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Lisa Rovick and Bruce Simpson
Peter J. Rue
Shirley and Michael Santoro
Luke Schallinger
Jon Schasker* and  

Deborah Carlson
Buddy Scroggins and  

Kelly Schroeder
Carol and Rick Seaberg
Craig and Mariana Shulstad
Richard and Mary Jo* Skaggs
Kevin and Lynn Smith
Eric and Mary Snustad
Miriam and James Stake
Steven and Gwen Starr
George and Betty Kay Stein
Robert and Sandra Stein
Dr. John and Jennifer Stoltenberg
Dr. Phillip and Jessica Stoltenberg
Mary J. Streitz
Donald M. Sullivan, in memory of 

R. Patricia Sullivan
John L. Sullivan Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Claudia* and Dick Swager
Marsha and Gary* Tankenoff
Judith Tarabek
Anthony Thein
Murray Thomas and Stephen Davis
Timothy J. Thorson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
Ross Tolbert
Louise A. Town, M.D.
Tom and Bonnie Umhoefer
Stephanie C. Van D’Elden
Sharon Van Dyck and Rick Kelber
John Velin and Jane Harper
Carl Voss
Vince and Kate Walker
Kimberly and Peter Walsh
George E. Warner, Jr.
William and Barbara Welke
John* and Nedra Wicks
Marion and Dave* Williams
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
Eleanor and Fred Winston –  

The Longview Foundation
Rita Wolf
Douglas and  

Laurinda Sager Wright
Drs. G. Kevin Zhang and  

Anna Y. Hsu

CONCERTMASTER’S 
CIRCLE
$1,000 – $2,499 
Anonymous (19)
Alden and Elizabeth (Bette) 

Abraham Charitable Gift Fund
Frank and Barb Abramson
John and Cheryl Adolphson
James and Anne Afdahl
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Susan and Jim Ahrens
Mark and Leslie Aksomitas
Janet Albers
Rebecca Albers
Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Steven Anderson and  

Barbara Randolph-Anderson
Catherine L. Andresen
John and Dr. Virginia Lupo Ankeny
Lauren and Greg Anthony,  

in memory of  
Elizabeth Borland Lintelman

Michael and Yoshie Babcock
Jo and Gordon Bailey Family Fund  

of the Catholic Community 
Foundation

Jason and Allison Bakke
Thomas and Jill Barland
Charles Baxter
Nannette Beckley
Elisabeth Bennett
Mary Anne* and Donald Bennett
Chip and LuAnn Berglund
Denise and Jon Beusen
Susan J. Blumentals
Janet Kelly Bohan
Jeff Bowar
Shamayne and Charlie Braman
Andy Brehm
Fredric and Deborah Bremseth
Ellen* and Jan Breyer
Tom Brix
Glen Brondyke
Ronnie and Roger Brooks
Nancy S. Brown
John and Nancy Bruggeman
Kristen Bruya and Andy Chappell
A.S. Buchanan
Martha A. and Ronald F. Caldwell
Anne Wright Campbell
Joan and Gary Capen
Erin and Tim Carlson
Jon and Jean Carlson
Ruth and Alan* Carp
Mary Lou Judd Carpenter
Linda Caruthers
Alice Cederberg
Niels Chapman
Bill and Nancy Child
Ann and Bruce Christensen
Eugene and Kay* Christenson
Edmund and Harriett Chute
Dean* and Patricia Clarke
Susan Clift
Doris Cogelow
Melissa Cohen Silberman and 

Sheldon Silberman
Eva Cordes
Dr. James and Roberta Craig
Mary Croft
Bonnie Crum
John Cushing and Martha Joy
Ted and Carol Cushmore  

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Rosemary T. Dahl
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Sharon M. Danes and Bob Milligan
Davidson Family Fund
Linda and Philip Dech
Susan H. DeNuccio
Dennis J. Dietzler, Esq.
David Doty
John and Maureen Drewitz
Marian Ducharme and  

David Lindblom
Laura and Tim Edman
Suzanne Edwards
Brad and Cindy Eggen
Tracy Elftmann
Evelyn Emerson
Jane Emison
Alexa and Stephen Fang
Michael and Diane Feldman
Rev. Ann Fenlason
Dennis Findley
Wanda Fingalson
Margaret (Peg) Flanagan
The Connie Foote Family Fund
Silas and Vicki Ford
Salvatore Silvestri Franco
Kenneth and Gwendolyn Freed
Frush Family Foundation,  

Jeffrey and Mary Frush
Kristin and Matthew Fulkerson
Mary and Jay Gallagher
Vicki and Peter Gallus
Nathan and Lori Gardner
Nancy Geiger
Steve Gentile and  

William Hendrickson
Steve Gibson
Ken and Lynn Gilmore
Dean and Susan Gisvold
Laura Gorman
Marsha and Richard Gould
Mary Graf
Dr. Todd Grant and  

Debra Nelson-Grant
Myra and Roger* Greenberg
Jennifer Gross
Mary and Thomas Gross
Paula and Michael Gross
Jane L. Grunklee
Jean Christianson Grussing and 

Bruce D. Grussing Family Fund
Ellen Guerin
Bruce and Judith Hadler
Heather and Nils Halker
Donald and Marion Hall
Ken and Suanne Hallberg
Mark and Lana Halldorson
Patricia L. Hanauer
Charlene Hara
Thomas Hatch and  

Stacy Mattingly
Drs. Gordon Haugan and  

Mary Meyer
Dr. Elisabeth Heefner
Don Helgeson* and Sue Shepard

Dori Helmer
Jennifer Herman
William Hession
Carrie and Richard Higgins
Rich and Jodi Hill
Judith and Walter Hinck
Paul and Carol Hinderlie
Linda Hoeschler and  

Peter Blyberg
Shirley Hogan
Karen Lundmark Holmes
Jean McGough Holten
Stan and Jane Hooper
Dr. Charles Horwitz
Marylyn and Kent Howe
Michael Huck
Carlton Hunke* and Kate Haugen
Steven and Barbara Isaacson
Brian Jacobs
Warren and Barbara Jeffers
The Jeffs
Kathy and Roy Jenson
Susan Jerutis
Audrey Aronson Johnson
Bonnie M. Johnson
Guy and Jean Johnson
Mick and Susan Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Tom Joyce
Jeanie and Paul Kaeding
Georgia and Joe Kandiko
Edward and Irene Kaplan
Dr. Martin and Carole Kaplan
Shirley and Arnie Kaplan
Kathryn E. Keefer
Kate Kelly and Todd Katopodis
Marilyn and John Kemme
Mary and Steven Kennedy
Nancy and Jared Kieling
Dr. and Mr. Monica King
Ann and Matthew Kinney,  

in memory of Carolyn Miller
Martin J. Kirsch*
Susan Kressin and James Radtke
Judith Krow and David MacMillan*
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and 

Michael Walsh*
James Kunz
Harold and Grace Kurtz Fund
Carol Lacey
Julie Lange
Lynn Langit
Carol A. Larson
Kenyon S. Latham
Benjamin and Ruth Leadholm
Tom and Sue Leaf
Darlene Lee
Dr. Ignatius Lee
Karen S. Lee
Gordon E. Legge and  

Wendy Willson Legge
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Julie Lin, MD, MPH
Virginia Lindow
Winnie and Keith Lindstam
John Lindstrom
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George Logan and Susan Holman
Gloria Luger
Wendy Lukaszewski
Carl and Evangeline Lundstrom
Sarah Lutman
Barbara Lyall
Karen and Alex MacMurdo
John Madura
Stephen and Kathi Austin Mahle
Lindsey Main and Peter Downie
Dorothy and Toby Markowitz
Lawrence and Paulette Massa
Phyllis Mattill
Joseph Matula
Kay and Mike* McCarthy
Mary McCary
Candace McClenahan
Donn and Bonnie McLellan
Mary H. and J. Milo Meland  

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Tom Melchior
Harry and Marilyn Meline Trust
Stephen and Margaret Meyers
Susan and Geoff Michael
William C. Michaelis and  

Ellory Christianson
Dr. Tim Miley and Dr. Mary Miley
David Miller,  

in memory of Mary Dew
Joan Miller and Wayne Thomson
John W. Miller, Jr.
Linda Miller and Paul Bruer
Michael Miller
Jim Miner and John Easton
Jannell Mohn
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Moller
Inar and Susan Morics
Chris and Jack Morrison
Ann Morrissey and  

Bruce Jacobson
Carolyn Mueller
George E. Muellner
Jean and Don Mueting
Mary and Peter Mulier
Jeff N. and John F.
Sarah L. Nagle
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Neal, Jr.
Marybeth Nelson
Sue and Doug Nelson
Win and Christie Neuger  

Family Foundation
Lucia Newell and Steven Wiese
Richard and Joan Newmark
Bud and Karen Nordstrom
Sheri and Paul Notaro
John and Patricia Nyman
Cheryl O’Connell
Ruth and Ahmad Orandi
Susie Osaki Holm
Thomas Otto
Mary Claire Owen
Sotirios Parashos and  

Christina Phill
Paul Park
Robert and Julie Paschke

Suzanne and Richard Pepin
Jim and Donna Peter*
Tom Peterson
Ben and Christine Phelps
Kay Phillips and  

Jill Mortensen Fund 
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Kay Pickett
Mark and Janet Pladson
David and Susan Plimpton
Joe and Sara Pohlad
Marilyn Pyle
Gail Reich
Suzanne and Don Renwick
Therese Richard
Bonnie and Tim Rietz
Karen E. Robinson
Sheldon* and Shawn Rockler
Paul F. and Eugenie Rolvaag
Kathy and Patrick Romey
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Barbara L. Rossow
David and Kathy Rothenberger
John and Susan Ryan
Julie Schlueter
E. Nick and Karen Schmit
Richard Schmitter
Catherine Schubilske
Bonnie Scott
Dr. Robert and Belle Scott
Kathryn Sedo and Scott Beers
Donald Selinger
John and Jana Severtson
Alan and Linda Shapiro
Emily and Dan Shapiro
Gale Sharpe
David Shea,  

in memory of Gerry H. Shea
Susan and Lawrence Sheets
Linda and Tom Sheran
Morris Sherman and  

Marilyn Marker
Carolyn Shrewsbury
Gordon and Marianne Shumaker
Jack and Brenda Sielaff
James Skakoon
Jacquelyn and Alex Slepak
Dr. David and Dr. Vivien Smith
Dr. James and Joanne Smith
Linda and J. Patrick Smith
R. and H. Smith Kayakers Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Beth Snyder-Jones
Marilyn Somdahl
Curtis and Louise Speller
William and Mary Steinbicker
George and Janet Stevens
Marcia and John Stout
Charles and Paula Streiff
Jami Stromberg
Frank Stubbs and Tom Lee
Jessica Stumphy
Jerry Swenson
Lester and Darlene Swenson
Mayer and Elizabeth Tapper
Kaimay and Joseph Terry

Dr. Andrew J. Thomas
Daniel C. and Trudy Thompson
Barbara N. Thorkelson
John Toso and Janet Johnshoy
Gerri Toyama
Eric J. Trosdahl and Larry Loyer
Carol and Lynn Truesdell
Robert and Betty Van Tassel
Nick and Linda VanDuzee
Paula Vesely
John Vilandre
Linda Wadsworth and  

Bob Downs
Bernie* and Jan Wagnild
Jim* and Linda Wallace
Dr. Patrick Warfield and  

Kirsten Lies-Warfield
Suzanne and Hugh Watson
Richard Weber
David Wedel
Stephen and Carey Weiler
Chris and Jill Westermeyer
Pam Weston
Barbara C. White
Tom and Nancy Willette
Barbara and James Willis
Lani Willis and Joel Spoonheim
Estelle Winiecki
Barbara Winthrop
Jim Wise and 

Linnea Stromberg-Wise
Peg and Dick Woellner
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Doris Wong
Denise Woods
Deborah Wright,  

in memory of Katie
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Frank Zabel
Terry Zickrick

*In Remembrance

These listings are current as of January 20,  
2025. Every effort has been made to 
ensure their accuracy. If your name has 
been inadvertently omitted or incorrectly 
listed, please accept our apology, and 
contact the Development department at 
612-371-5600 or at support@mnorch.org.

For information on giving at 
these or other levels, please call 
Bonnie Marshall at 612-371-7122
or visit our website at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/waystogive.
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Anonymous (44)
Mary Adams
Dennis Albrecht
Meredith B. Alden*
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Mary Alverson
Donald Amundson
Frances V. Anderson*
Karen L. Anderson and  

Dr. Karol L. Jensen*
Kenneth Gene Anderson*
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Trudi Anderson and Joseph Green
Elizabeth S. Andrews*
Mrs. DeWalt Ankeny, Sr.*
John and Dr. Virginia Lupo Ankeny
Evelyn and Stuart Lane Arey*
Susan and Lloyd Armstrong
Jerry L. Artz
William G. Asp*
Howard B. Atkin, M.D.
Elisabeth M. Ayers-Diemke*
Carole and Doug* Baker, Sr.
Edward* and Karen Baker
Julie M. and Douglas M. Baker, Jr.
Rosalyn and Michael Baker*
Mrs. Edward L. Bakewell, Jr.*
Earl* and Doris Bakken
Maria G. Bales
Allen and Andra Barnard
Bernard D. Barton in honor of 

Doris Barton
Jill and Christine Bartyzal
Sandra and James Bates
Richard S. Bauder*
Paul and Ruth Bauhahn*
Charles Baxter
Atherton and Winifred Bean*
Elinor Watson Bell*
Thomas D. Bell*
Mr. and Mrs. Judson Bemis*
Catherine Joan Benson
Marilyn C. Benson*
Ruth M. and Howard H. Berg*
Paul R. Berndt
Scott Berry and Kate Johnson
Annie and Jeff Betts
Bruce and Arline Beutel*
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bicknell*
Robert and Rebecca Binder
Janis* and Susan Blumentals
John T. and  

Barbara J. Boatwright*
Phillip Bohl and Janet Bartels*
Emily and Charles Boigenzahn
Bob Boldt*
Karen Bolstad*

Joan Bond*
Penny Bond and Chuck Grimsrud
Edward H. Borkon*
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Margaret and William Bracken
Rochelle Brandl*
Robert D. Brendsel*
Dianne Brennan
Larry and Ellen Marie Brentzel
Christopher and Nancy Brewster
Ralph and Mary Brindle
David R. Brink*
Bob and Gail Brinkworth
Cynthia Eddy Britt*
Bob and Carolyn* Brix
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Carol and Michael Bromer
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence K. Bros*
Susan J. Bruce*
Richard Brunning*
Tyrone and Delia Bujold
C. T. Bundy 2d*
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
James P. Callahan*
Janet Callahan
Joan and Gary Capen
Deborah Carlson
Joe* and Pat Carlson
June Carlson and  

Katherine Carlson*
Richard and Mari Carlson
Leonard G. and  

Geraldine K. Carpenter*
Tom and Nicky Carpenter*
Richard Casement
Keith and Dona Caswell*
Mark and Robin Caufman
William and Nancy Child
Judith A. Christensen*
Dr. Nadia Christensen*
Katherine Christoffel*
The Paul Christopherson Family
Richard M. Cisek*
Karen and Don Ciske*
Dave and Carolyn Cleveland
Dr. and Mrs. John I. Coe*
Barbara Cohen
Robert Collins
Dave Colwell*
Elizabeth Cook*
Diane and Stanley Coombes
James P. Corson*
Michael and Catherine Crane
Alyce Mae Cranston*
Tom* and Ellie Crosby, Jr.
Marion Cross*
Charles* and Kathy Cunningham

Steven J. Curnow
Andrew Czajkowski
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Ann M. David*
Tom E. Davis
Sharon Davison* 
Kenneth N. and Julia W. Dayton*
Cy and Paula DeCosse
John and Sanja DeGarmo
Vi Victoria Deiro*
Laura Delavie
Carol and Charles M. Denny, Jr.*
Merlin* and Barbara Dewing
William C. and  

Corinne J. Dietrich*
Arline B. Dimond*
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Dixon*
Keith M. and Linda M. Donaldson
Esther B. Donovan*
Ernest F. Dorn*
Edna C. Downing*
Carl B. Drake, Jr.*
Holly Beth Duevel
Mary Beth Eagan
Morris and Marcia Eaton
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Richard Stembler
Jean R. Eckerly* in honor of  

Osmo Vänskä
Sally Economon*
Dr. Hugh and Joyce Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Kent and Katherine Eklund
Dr. E. Duane and  

Marlene* Engstrom
James E. Ericksen*
John J. Erickson
Harry and Nancy Ervin* 
Dr. Dan and Marilyn Erwin*
Pamela Étienne-Planche*
William Etter
Emogene Becker Evans*
Tom* and Corrine Feinberg
Mary Ann Feldman*
Gertrude Hill Ffolliott
Catherine C. Finch*
Birdie and Bob Fischer*
Donna Fiterman*
Mary Goff Fiterman*
Mr.* and Mrs. Henry Flesh
Teena Fletcher*
Matthew and Marcia Floding
Victoria Fodor
Clifford C. Fortin, Ph.D.*
Charles and Tanya Foster*

THE LAUREATE SOCIETY
The Laureate Society recognizes those who have included the  

Minnesota Orchestra in their estate plans.
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Terrance L. Fox 
Clarence G. Frame*
Salvatore S. Franco
Leland and Marles Frankman
Shirley M. Frederick*
Dr. Daniel H. and Carol S. Frenning
Adele A. and Donald E. Garretson*
Michael Gast and  

Joan Christenson
Charles and Joyce Gauck
Regis F. Gaudet*
Leland and Beverly Gehrke
Lois and Larry Gibson*
Emma Gilbert*
Marvin and Randy Gilman*
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Bill and Paula Glade
Barbara E. Glas
Dr. Marvin E. Goldberg*
Dr. Stanley M. and  

Luella G. Goldberg
John and Lynn Goodwyne 
Dr. Fred Gordon*
Polly B. Gordon
Stephen Gordon
Robert and Ellen Green*
Laurie and Ed Greeno
Jane and David Gregerson
Thomas Allen Gregory* and 

Françoise deRochefort 
Thompson

Myrtle C. Grette*
George Grim*
Marjorie* and Joseph Grinnell
N. Bud* and Beverly Grossman
Joel M. Grover
Marise Evadne Gustafson* 

Memorial
Michelle Hackett
Evelyn Sonnack Halverson*
William H. Halverson
Antonia Hamilton 
Dale Hammerschmidt* and  

Mary Arneson
Ruth Evarts Hanold*
Donald T. Hansen*
Deborah Hanson
Joan Hanson*
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung 
Stella J. Hawkinson*
Heidi and Chris Hedberg
John* and Jean Hedberg
Reid and Cheryl Hegland
Roy P. and Barbara L. Heinrich
Kris and David Henderson
John D. Herman
Paul* and Jeannette Hermans
Fredrick J. Hey* and  

Toney Frampton*
Arthur E. Higinbotham 
Karen and John Himle
Walt and Judy Hinck

Leonard and Mary Lou Hoeft*
Susan Jane Fey Hoffe*
Al Hoffman*
Diane and Tony Hofstede
Gertrude Hognander*
Orville C. Hognander, Jr.
Nancy J. Holland*
Cara Gould Holmberg and  

David Holmberg
Karen Lundmark Holmes
Spencer and Nancy Holmes
Deborah L. Hopp
Norma L. Hovden*
Bradley A. Hoyt
Kenneth Huber and  

Stephen Jon Hamilton
Hella Mears Hueg*
David and Wonhi Hurd
David and Sally Hyslop
Elizabeth J. Indihar*
Andrea and Gary Iseminger
Brian E. Jacobs
Dale and Cathryn Jacobson
Janice Jacobson*
Sherry H. James* and  

James B. Preus*
Truman* and Leila Jeffers
Mrs. Blair Jenness*
Charlie Johnson 
Dr. and Mrs. Einar O. Johnson*
Dr. and Mrs. Frank E. Johnson*
Gregory and Mary Johnson
Gustave F. Johnson*
Jerry Johnson and Larry Montan
Klara Johnson*
Lori Johnson and James MacKay
Margaret L. Johnson
Marshall and Barbara Johnson
Mary and Ray Johnson*
Paul C. Johnson, Jr.*
Suzanne M. Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Inky Johnstone*
Gail M. Jones
Lorna Jones*
Barbara A. Jordan
Charles R. and Sally B.* Jorgensen
Kathy* and John Junek
Richard Y. Kain
Dr. Markle and Charlotte Karlen*
Jeannine and Bill Karnes*
Laurie E. Karnes
David and Barbara Kearn
Mary Keithahn
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Keller*
Kearnan Kelly
Warren and Patty Kelly
David Keyes
Robin Keyworth and Steven Haasl
Jon N. Kietzer
Pamela Kildahl
Jonathon E. and Linda V. Killmer
Margaret L. Kilroe*
Pam and Dan Kjellman

Bernice L. Klask*
Kathryn Klibanoff and  

Jeremy Edes Pierotti
Jannette C. Koenen*
Donald R. Koessel*
Michael and Harriette Krasnoff
George and Louise Krause
Irene D. Kreidberg*
Nita Krevans
Rachel Krevans*
Felice and Mervin Kronfeld*
Judith Krow and David MacMillan*
Lindsay J. Kruh
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and  

Mike Walsh*
Harold P. and Grace A. Kurtz
Claude and Lorraine Lammers*
Kirk and Jane Landman
Connie and Bruce Langager
Stephen C. Larson*
Rianne L. Leaf
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale
David R. and Darlene A. Lee
Charlotte Lehman*
Stefanie Ann Lenway and 

Thomas Murtha
Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Tom and Rhoda Lewin*
Dr. F. Bruce Lewis*
Mr. and Mrs. Ward B. Lewis*
John and Nancy Lindahl
Clarkson* and Nancy Lindley
Barbara S. Longfellow*
Dawn M. Loven
Weiming and Caroline Lu*
Dr. Charles H. Luedtke
Wendy Lukaszewski
Patricia Lund*
Ron and Virginia Lund*
Dennis Lundgren and  

Dale Simpson
Linda and Warren Mack
Christopher S. MacLennan
Kimberley A. MacLennan
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Patrick and Angela Mahoney
Richard Maier
Anita Makar*
Fred* and Karen Malver
Mary and Brenda
Dr. Donald S. Masler* 
Jane Dickey Matson
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Mauszycki
Sue McAllister
Candace L. McClenahan
Katie McCurry
Mildred E. McGonagle*
Dan* and Pam McGowan
Mary Ann McGuire
Ann Marie McIntire
Anne McKinsey
Mary Earl McKinsey*
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Harriet and Bill* Mears
Roberta Megard*
Betsy and Roger Mehl
Tom Melchior
Marlys and Robert Melius
Paul Mellblom and Peter Farstad
Margaret and Walter Meyers*
William C. Michaelis
Marlys Joan Michels*
Anne W. and Eldon C.* Miller
Evelyn Miller*
Rudolph W. and Gladys D. Miller*
Mike and Carol Milligan
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Beverly Montgomery
Carol C. Moore
Gerald F. and Joyce G. Moran
Kristina K. Morden
Judy Morgan
Margaret Morris*
Jean Morrison
Cathy and John Muggee 
Betty Myers*
Douglas Myhra and  

John Clingerman*
James Nastoff
Art and Jan Nelson
Dr. Glen D. Nelson* and  

Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Marybeth Nelson
Paul and Terry Nelson
Rodney L. Nelson
Frederic D. Nemer, M.D.
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
Mabeth Neslund*
Ann Newhall* and  

Richard Schleuss
Brian and Angela Newhouse
Richard and Joan Newmark
Lois Nickles*
Frances Norbeck*
Dr. Joseph Norquist*
Scott and Sandy Nygaard 
Margaret O’Connor*
Elinor K. Ogden*
Dale and Nancy Olseth*
Marc Ondrechen and  

Shelly Rae Linnell
Gregory W. Onstad
Marsha and Warren Oskey
Bea Ourada
Marjorie G. Owen
Ruth Palmer and  

Lorelee Wederstrom
Anita M. Pampusch, Ph.D., and 

Frank J. Indihar, M.D.*
Louise M. Pardee*
Gordon C. and Harriet D. Paske*
Terry and Mary Patton
Donna L. Pauley*
Robert and Ruth Paulson*

Ruby Pediangco and  
Matt Shumway

Cora E. Peffer*
George T. and Jevne H. Pennock*
Susan J. Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Peter*
Lois Petersen
Alice L. Peterson
Carol A. Peterson
Robert G. Peterson*
Kay Pickett
Corinne Griffith Pillsbury*
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Pillsbury, Jr.*
Bruce and Kathleen* Pohlig 
Ivan M. Policoff*
David and Gaylene Poretti
Phyllis and Bob Porter
Jonathan and Mary C. Preus
David Price
Brian G. Prokosch and  

Trish Huberty Prokosch
Nancy and James Proman
Rudolph A. Ptak*
Judith and David Ranheim
David J. Rasmussen*
William and Betty Reber*
Ruth W. Redhead*
Elizabeth Reese-Marton*
Gail Reich and David Holter
Patricia S. Ringer*
Mr.* and Mrs. Walter M. Ringer, Jr.
Alison E. Roberts
Karen E. Robinson
Mrs. John S. Roller*
John and Dorothy Roos*
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Kathy Ross
James and Aileen Rowe
Berneen Rose Rudolph
Dale M. Rundell*
John M. and T. Eileen Russell*
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Ronald K. and Carol B. Rydell
Marilyn McGandy Ryerse* and 

William Ryerse* 
Warren R. Sagstuen
W. B. Saunders*
Jo Ellen and H.L. Saylor
Trevor Schaeffer
L. Joseph Schermann
Frederick (Fritz) Constans 

Scheurer* Memorial,  
Associate Principal Bass

Karl Scheurer* Memorial, 
Concertmaster

Paul H. Schmitt*
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Bob and Shirley Schon*
Bob* and Linda Schreiner
Russell G. Schroedl*
Thomas James Schuster*
Mendon F. Schutt Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Margaret J. Schweizer*

Dale and Kay Schwie
Regis and Ruth Seidenstricker*
Miriam Seim*
Jules Selcer*
Michael and Julie Serber
Jeanne L. Shank*
Laura* and Mike Shannon
Gale Sharpe
David M. Shea
Ruth M. Shipley*
John and Rebecca Shockley
Mariana and Craig Shulstad
Dr. Richard and Jean* Simmons
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
David and Dana Siskind
James Skakoon
Margaret H. Skoglund*
Nicholas and Angela 

Skrowaczewski
Lee and Mary Slater*
Nancy Slaughter*
Holly Slocum
Arthur J. Smith and  

Marcia L. Thoen 
Clayton Smith 
Jacqueline Smith
Joan T. Smith*
Mary L. Smith
The Soeffker Trust
Frank J. Sorauf*
Larry and Glenora Souther
Dr. Jennine and Jack* Speier
William* and Renate Sperber
Jean and Robert* Spong
Dee and Gordon Sprenger
Richard and Carol Stahl
Dennis Stanton
Loring M. Staples*
Norm* and Norma Steck
Lois Steer and Larry Peterson
Betty Kay and George Stein
David and Gwen Steinmeyer
Dr. Norman and Betsy Sterrie*
Julie Stewart
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Holly Streekstra
Ruth Stryker-Gordon*
Betty J. Sullivan*
James L.* and June A. Swartz
Rebecca and Glenn Taibl
Robert S. Takaichi*
Bruce R. Taylor* and  

Dennis M. Carey*
John J. Taylor
Barbara J. Telander
Kaimay and Joseph Terry
E. Scott Thatcher*
Paul Rexford Thatcher, Sr.*
Anthony Thein
Joe and Lisa Thiegs
Charles L. Thiesenhusen, M.D.
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Gregory J. Thomas and  
Carol M. Downie

Daniel and Trudy Thompson
Jean Thomson
Barbara N. Thorkelson
Timothy J. Thorson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
George and Marian Toren*
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Trautman
Rachel Trockman, M.D. and 

Mitchell Trockman
John and Marcia Turcotte*
Janice* and David Tweet
Thyrza Tyrrell*
Joseph and Jean Urista*
June and Vern Vendel*
Paula Vesely
Linda Wadsworth and  

Bob Downs
Angeline L. Walker*
Arnold and Helen Rice Walker*
Kirke W. and Ann Walker*
Mary Frances Walker
Gregory Wallin
Maxine H. Wallin*
Jack and Connie Wallinga*
William K. Wangensteen
Marcia Wattson
Lowell and Carol Weber*
Catherine Roessler Webster and 

Steven Webster
Donald Weesner*
Harvey R. Weesner*
Peter B. Weidner
Dick* and Kathy Welander
Drs. George and Marion Welton*
Tom and Arlene Weyl
Richard* and Carole Wiederhorn
John and Trudy Wilgers
David B. Williamson
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
Douglas Winn and Susan Moore
John and Renata Winsor*
Laurel and Frank H.* Winsor
Elizabeth M. Winston*
Gerald D. (Jay) Woldt*
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Margie and Woody Woodhouse*
Dale and Sandra Wucher
Mark W. Ylvisaker
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Leah Yotter
Aks and Sri Zaheer
Mr. and Mrs. Louis N. Zelle*
Steven and Rita Zellmer*
Joseph A.* and Elizabeth F. Zetah

*In Remembrance

If you would like information about 
planned giving, please contact  
Emily Boigenzahn at 612-371-7138 or 
eboigenzahn@mnorch.org.

Accelerator Funds    
The funds below support the research, development 
and implementation of new projects and initiatives 
at the Minnesota Orchestra and allow the Orchestra 
to seize on opportunities that will greatly benefit our 
audiences and community.

Artistic Excellence Accelerator Fund
	 Bob and Carolyn Nelson

Digital Enhancement Fund
	 Catherine R. and Steven Webster

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Accelerator Fund
	 Laurie and Ed Greeno, Laysha Ward and Bill 		
	 Kiffmeyer, Yvonne Cheek and Mike Kirkwood, 
	 Denise and Maurice Holloman

Major Restricted Funds   
The major restricted funds below are dedicated 
to supporting an array of initiatives, artistic 
collaborations, education and outreach programs, 
Orchestra musicians, and guest artists and conductors.

The Bellwether Fund
	 for Musician Designated Initiatives

Nicky Carpenter Fund
	 for Artistic Collaborations

Charles and Kathy Cunningham Fund
	 for Education and Outreach

Kenneth and Betty Jayne Dahlberg Fund
	 for Minnesota Orchestra Musicians

Roberta Mann Foundation Fund
	 for Guest Artists and Conductors

Sit Investment Associates
	 Chair for Education

The Fine Instrument Collection of the 
Minnesota Orchestra    

Steinway & Sons is the official piano  
	 of the Minnesota Orchestra. 
Andreas Guarnerius bass violin donated by 
	 Edward J. Davenport
The Michael Leiter Bass Violin Collection donated by 
	 Kenneth N. and Judy Dayton and  
	 Douglas W. and Louise Leatherdale
Carcassi violin donated by Kirke Walker
Lyon & Healy harp donated by 
	 Georgia and Jim Thompson 
Steinway grand piano donated by Dr. F. Bruce Lewis
Royal Eijsbouts church bells donated by Gary B. Cohen

SPECIAL FUNDS

2024–25      SPECIAL FUNDS AND ESTATE GIFTS
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GUARANTY FUND      2024–25

CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS  
AND PUBLIC SUPPORT

The Minnesota Orchestra is grateful to the forward-thinking businesses and 
foundations that value the role of the arts in making our community strong and 
vibrant. Their generous support fuels dazzling musical experiences that enrich, 
inspire and serve people throughout Minnesota, across the country and around 

the world. To find out more about how your organization can play a part, 
contact John Dunkel at 612-371-5659 or jdunkel@mnorch.org.

Media Partner

This activity is made 
possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through 
a Minnesota State Arts 
Board Operating Support 
grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation 
from the arts and cultural 
heritage fund.

$250,000 AND ABOVE

Classical Season Sponsor

$50,000–$99,999

$100,000–$249,999
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Andrews-Hunt Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Carlson Family Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney and 

The Dorsey & Whitney 
Foundation

Ecolab
Faegre Drinker and Faegre 

Drinker Foundation

Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron
The Hubbard Broadcasting 

Foundation
League of American 

Orchestras
Marie H. Ankeny Legacy Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

National Endowment for 
the Arts

Northern Trust
PNC Bank
Robins Kaplan LLP
Wuollet Bakery

$20,000–$49,999

$1,000–$4,999
The Amphion Foundation
Archie D. and Bertha H. 

Walker Foundation
Bailey Nurseries, Inc.
Bremer Bank
Dellwood Foundation
Federated Insurance
Felice E. Kronfeld Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

John W. and Marcia T. 
Turcotte Fund  
of the Saint Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation

Margaret H. & James E. 
Kelley Foundation, Inc.

Onan Family Foundation
The Pentair Foundation
RBC Foundation – USA

Rodgers Classic Organs – 
Peggy Dahl-Bartunek

The Sieff Family Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Anna M. Heilmaier 

 Charitable Foundation
Art and Martha Kaemmer 

Fund of HRK Foundation
Boss Foundation
Charlson Foundation
Clinton Morrison Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Fox Rothschild LLP
Fredrikson & Byron 

Foundation
Harry L. and Janet M. 

Kitselman Foundation
Kowalski’s Markets
Mall of America
M.A. Mortenson Company
Margaret Rivers Fund

Mayo Clinic
The Midwest Radiology 

Foundation
Minnesota Vikings Football
Mortenson Family Foundation
SandCastle Foundation
Sir Speedy
Tennant Foundation

$10,000–$19,999
Anderson Wealth 

Management at RBC
Ballard Spahr LLP
Beaverdale Foundation
Breakthrough Growth
Carlson Companies 
The Dayton’s Project
Elizabeth C. Quinlan 

Foundation
Engage Printing

Eugene U. and Mary F. Frey 
Family Fund  
of The Saint Paul 
Foundation

EY
George Family Foundation
Hoeft Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Jones Day
KNOCK, inc.

KPMG
Okabena Investment 

Services
Pluto Pillow
Stinson
Thrivent Financial
William H. Phipps Foundation
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612.377.2224 / guthrietheater.org

Onstage this spring

March 15 – May 18

by AGATHA CHRISTIE
directed by TRACY BRIGDEN

An iconic murder mystery

April 19 – May 25

A clever Southern comedy

by PEARL CLEAGE
directed by VALERIE CURTIS-NEWTON
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