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ABOUT THE COVER: Music Director Thomas Søndergård, whose first album with the Minnesota Orchestra, 
featuring works of Thomas Adès, is released in November. Photo: Darrell Owens.
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OBOES
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R. Douglas Wright
	 Principal
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	 Chair*
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PERCUSSION
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	 Friends of the Minnesota  
	 Orchestra Chair*
Jason Arkis
	 Associate Principal
	 Opus Chair*
Kevin Watkins
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Cheryl Losey Feder
	 Principal
	 Bertha Boynton  
	 Bean Chair*

PIANO, HARPSICHORD 
AND CELESTA
Open
	 Principal
	 Markell C. Brooks Chair*

LIBRARIANS
Maureen Conroy
	 Principal
Eric Sjostrom
	 Associate Principal
Valerie Little
	 Assistant Principal

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Joel Mooney

STAGE MANAGERS
Don Hughes
Matthew Winiecki

LIGHTING DIRECTOR
Michael Murnane

HEAD AUDIO ENGINEER
Jay Perlman 

+ On leave
^ Replacement
# Replacement, rotating 
    between First and Second 
	 Violins
* Chair endowed in perpetuity

Many string players participate 
in a voluntary system of 
revolving seating. Section string 
players are listed in alphabetical 
order.

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/
aroundtown for details on 
Minnesota Orchestra musician 
performances beyond Orchestra 
Hall.
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PRESIDENT’S OFFICE 
Isaac Thompson
Angela Skrowaczewski
Dawn Sorenson

ARTISTIC OPERATIONS 
Justin Brown
Kris Arkis 
Casey Collins
Ben Engelmann
Janelle Lanz
Mele Willis 

ARTISTIC PLANNING,  
DIGITAL, EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNITY 
Erik Finley
Mary Ellyn Johnson
Jessica Lowry
Kari Marshall
Grant Meachum
Michael B. Pelton
Ashleigh Rowe
Adam Romey

COMMUNICATIONS AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Gwen Pappas
Michael Divino
Alexandra Robinson
Carl Schroeder

DEVELOPMENT 
Rob Nygaard
David Afdahl
Megan Arlow
Emily Boigenzahn
Sheryl Hoye
Ashleigh Jakaj
Katherine Kupiecki
Bonnie Marshall 
Krysta Meisberger
Pam Nelson
Mallory Rabehl
Stephen Sporer
Jerome Tatum
Alicia Wiesneth

FINANCE AND 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
Ivan Winship 
Allissa Anderson
Thomas Cessna
Travis Erickson
Marissa Miller
Kevin Nguyen
Aimee Sandy
Marc Stockton
Beatrice Woolson

MARKETING, GUEST 
RELATIONS AND 
FACILITIES 
David D. Sailer-Haugland
Mikhaela Anderson
Christopher Caine
Marcine Crosby
Sarah Flake 
Greg Geiger 
Nels Gilbertson-Urtel
Jon Harris
Chris Johnson
Montana Kalina
Wanda Kanwischer
Jen Keavy
Cassie Kopietz
Zachary Kunzer
Ken Lorence
Frank Merchlewitz
Jeff Otterstetter
Nick Peter 
Adriana Pohl
Kristine Porwoll
Mary Rascop-Peterson
Hannah Sierostanova
Cassandra A. Swan
Michael Wells 
Jennifer Woyda
Charles Yarbrough
Ryan Zickermann

PEOPLE AND CULTURE 
Sheri Notaro
Gail Borstelmann
Leslie Schroeder

 

YPSCA – YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S SYMPHONY 
CONCERT ASSOCIATION

OFFICERS
Marcia L. Thoen 
Karen Lundmark Holmes 
Inez Bergquist
Holly Duevel
Kathleen Kay Simo

DIRECTORS
Pamela Arnstein
Emily Brenengen 
Rolf Erdahl 
Bonnie Gainsley 
Julie Haight-Curran
Bonnie McLellan

DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Judith Ranheim+

ADVISORS
Wanda Kanwischer 
Grant Meachum

^ Life Member

Leadership rosters for the volunteer 
groups YPSCA and FRIENDS of the 
Minnesota Orchestra are shared in 
alternating issues of Showcase.

ROSTER     STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
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Bach’s Christmas Oratorio 
Friday, December 12 - 7:30 PM
St Thomas More Catholic Church, St Paul

Saturday, December 13 - 4:00 PM
Westwood Lutheran Church, St Louis Park

 

BACH SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA
Tickets at bachsocietymn.org

Candlelight at the Cathedral 
Saturday, January 17 - 7:30 PM
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Minnetonka

Sunday, January 18 - 3:00 PM
Cathedral of St Paul
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  Danish conductor Thomas 
Søndergård, who this fall begins 
his third season as music director 
of the Minnesota Orchestra, is a 
highly regarded conductor in both 
the orchestral and opera spheres. 
He has earned a reputation for 
incisive interpretations of works by 
composers from his native Denmark, 
a great versatility in a broad range 
of repertoire, and a collaborative 
approach with the musicians he leads. 

Søndergård first conducted the 
Minnesota Orchestra in December 
2021, establishing an immediate 
rapport with musicians and 
audiences. Highlights of his 2025–26 
season in Minnesota include opera-
in-concert performances of Bartók’s 
Bluebeard’s Castle, a festival of 
music from Nordic countries and his 
first Listening Project concert. In 
November the Pentatone label will 
release the Orchestra’s first album 
under his direction, featuring works 
of Thomas Adès including the Violin 
Concerto with soloist Leila Josefowicz.

Since 2018 Søndergård has been 
music director of the Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra (RSNO). He 
previously served as principal 
conductor and musical advisor to 
the Norwegian Radio Orchestra and 
then as principal conductor of the 
BBC National Orchestra of Wales 
(BBC NOW). As a guest conductor he 
has led major European and North 
American orchestras including 
the Berlin Philharmonic, Chicago 
Symphony, Gewandhaus Orchestra, 

London Symphony and New York 
Philharmonic. This season, in addition 
to a full slate of RSNO concerts at 
home and on tour in both Europe and 
China, he appears as guest conductor 
with the Konzerthausorchester Berlin, 
Danish National Symphony, Finnish 
Radio Symphony, Oslo Philharmonic 
and Barcelona Symphony.

Søndergård began his music career as 
a timpanist, joining the Royal Danish 
Orchestra after graduating from the 
Royal Danish Academy of Music. He 
made his conducting debut in 2005, 
leading the Royal Danish Opera in 
the premiere of Poul Ruders’ Kafka’s 
Trial to wide acclaim; he has returned 
subsequently many times to the 
Royal Danish Opera. His discography 
includes Vilde Frang’s debut recording 
of violin concertos by Sibelius and 
Prokofiev with the WDR Symphony 
Orchestra Cologne; numerous works 
by Poul Ruders; the Lutosławski 
and Dutilleux concertos with cellist 
Johannes Moser and the Berlin 
Radio Symphony Orchestra; Sibelius 
works with BBC NOW; and works by 
Prokofiev and Strauss with the RSNO. 

For more information, visit 
minnesotaorchestra.org.
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NEWS     MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

  The Minnesota Orchestra 
is set to launch a new chapter 
in its long recording history 
with the November 14 release 
of its first album made under 
the direction of Music Director 
Thomas Søndergård—a CD 
featuring two works by Thomas 
Adès recorded live in concert 
in September 2024. Released on 
the PENTATONE label, the disc 
includes the premiere recording 
of Adès’ The Exterminating 
Angel Symphony and, with 
soloist Leila Josefowicz, 
his Violin Concerto. After 
the Orchestra’s concerts on 
November 14 and 22, Søndergård will 
sign copies of the CD in the Orchestra 
Hall lobby.

Adès is among the most successful 
composers of our time, having written 
three operas that have been staged 
across the globe. He won a Grammy 
for a recording of The Tempest and 

was the youngest recipient of the 
Grawemeyer Award. In 1997, the 
Minnesota Orchestra became the first 
professional American orchestra to 
perform his music. The new CD will 
be available starting November 14 
in the Orchestra Hall lobby and at 
pentatonemusic.com, and through 
online music streaming services.

NEW CD: SØNDERGÅRD CONDUCTS ADÈS

SAVE THE DATE: SYMPHONY BALL 2026

   Mark your calendars now 
for the Minnesota Orchestra’s jazz-
themed 2026 Symphony Ball—on 
Saturday, May 2, 2026. Chaired by 
Walter Tambor and Barry Berg, the 
Orchestra’s 70th annual gala is titled 
“And All That Jazz” and features 
dinner, auctions, live performances, 
dancing and more, all while raising 
funds to support the Orchestra’s 
artistic and education programs. 

Symphony Ball attendees will be 
inspired by the heartbeat of the Jazz 

Age and enjoy a night where music 
electrifies the soul. The evening will 
be a celebration of rhythm, resilience, 
raw emotion and beats that won’t let 
you sit still. 

Tickets go on sale in January for this 
can’t-miss event that will be more 
than a gala; it will be a tribute to the 
soul and spirit that stirs within us all. 
Watch future issues of Showcase for 
more on the upcoming Ball!
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  In early September the 
Minnesota Orchestra family 
mourned the passing of Life 
Director Kathy Cunningham—
who was connected to the 
Orchestra across five decades 
of extraordinary service—at 
the age of 96. Kathy first 
engaged with the Minnesota 
Orchestra as a member of 
WAMSO (now FRIENDS of 
the Minnesota Orchestra) 
and served a two-year term 
as its president. Elected to 
the Orchestra’s Board in 
1980, she was named a Life 
Director in 2003 for her 
outstanding commitment to 
the organization. 

Kathy and her late husband, 
Charlie, were the quiet force behind many signature Orchestra projects. 
Committed concertgoers, they generously supported the Orchestra in three 
international tours. They contributed to the 2014 Orchestra Hall renovation, 
and the Cunningham Green Room bears their name. They also funded the 
commissioning of new music and the launch of the TV/livestream series 
This Is Minnesota Orchestra, offering a valuable lifeline for the Orchestra in 
the pandemic. Due to the generosity and foresight of Kathy, the Orchestra’s 
historic materials are organized and preserved in the University of Minnesota’s 
Performing Arts Archive.

The Cunninghams’ philanthropy extended to many organizations across the 
Twin Cities. They provided scholarship support for students, musicians and 
athletes through the University of Minnesota, Gustavus Adolphus College 
and St. Olaf College and were committed members of Mount Olivet Lutheran 
Church for more than 60 years. Always a music lover, Kathy served on the 
boards of MacPhail Center for Music and the Greater Twin Cities Youth 
Symphonies, including a term as its president. 

Deeply respected and loved by colleagues, Kathy Cunningham modeled a life 
that was humble and service-oriented—and her impact on the Minnesota 
Orchestra was enormous, with her support helping to create the Orchestra we 
know today. The Orchestra family shares its deep condolences and appreciation 
for Kathy’s legacy with her children, Dawn and Greg, and their extended 
families.

IN REMEMBRANCE: KATHY CUNNINGHAM

Kathy Cunningham with Music Director Thomas 
Søndergård
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LA GRANDE BANDE presents its
 Fall 2025 & Spring 2026 Schedule

Beethoven & Mozart
“Joyous music on period instruments”

Nov 8 | Westminster Hall, Mpls

A French Baroque Christmas
“A Christmas tradition centuries in the making”

Dec 6 | Church of St Mark, St Paul

French Music for Mary
“Beautiful musical settings honoring the Virgin Mary”
Feb 27 | Church of St Mary–Lowertown, St Paul

More info and tickets at www.lagrandebande.org
Use discount MNOrch125 to save 10%

NUTCRACKER

BALLET MINNESOTA’S  37TH ANNUAL

THE CLASSIC

A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R
 A N D R E W  R I S T

D E C EM B E R
2 0 T H - 2 1 S T

T H E  O ' S H A U G H N E S S Y
A T  S T .  C A T H E R I N E

U N I V E R S I T Y
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“A marvel of balletic 
storytelling.”

                           – Star Tribune

Photo: Sarah Dovolos

December 13-21, 2025 
at the State Theatre

For tickets, visit
Ticketmaster.com 

61st ANNUAL

A DANCER’S PLACE PRODUCTIONS

with the Nutcracker Orchestra
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THE GOONIES IN CONCERT 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

Norman Huynh, conductor

FRI OCT 24  7PM   |   SAT OCT 25  7PM

THE GOONIES      OCT 24–25 

STEVEN SPIELBERG
Presents A RICHARD DONNER FILM

THE GOONIES 
STARRING

SEAN ASTIN as Mikey
JOSH BROLIN as Brand
JEFF COHEN as Chunk

COREY FELDMAN as Mouth
KERRI GREEN as Andy

MARTHA PLIMPTON as Stef
KE HUY QUAN as Data

JOHN MATUSZAK as Sloth
ROBERT DAVI as Jake

JOE PANTOLIANO as Francis
ANNE RAMSEY as Mama Fratelli

STEVE ANTIN as Troy

Directed by RICHARD DONNER
Produced by RICHARD DONNER and HARVEY BERNHARD

Screenplay by CHRIS COLUMBUS
Story by STEVEN SPIELBERG

Executive Producers: STEVEN SPIELBERG, FRANK MARSHALL, 
KATHLEEN KENNEDY

Musical Score by DAVE GRUSIN

© 1985 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved

THANK YOU

The Movies & Music series is presented by U.S. Bank.

Tonight’s concert lasts about 2 hours and 20 minutes, including a 20-minute 
intermission. Please remain seated until the end of the credits.

A profile of conductor Norman Huynh appears on page 51.
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YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD WINE BAR
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Lili Boulanger	 D’un soir triste (Of a Sad Evening)		  CA. 10’

Camille Saint-Saëns   	 Concerto No. 2 in G minor 			         CA. 23’
	    for Piano and Orchestra, Opus 22
		  Andante sostenuto
		  Allegro scherzando
		  Presto

			   Janice Carissa, piano

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Kurt Weill   	 Symphony No. 2	  			          CA. 28’
		  Sostenuto – Allegro molto
		  Largo
		  Allegro vivace – Alla marcia

Maurice Ravel 	 La Valse	 CA. 13’

THU OCT 30  11AM   |   FRI OCT 31  8PM

David Afkham, conductor
Janice Carissa, piano

DAVID AFKHAM RETURNS

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      OCT 30—31 

THANK YOU
The 2025-26 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

Conductor and soloist profiles appear on pages 47 and 48.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.
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  Marie Juliette “Lili” Boulanger was the youngest daughter in a 
musical family, and it was her sister Nadia who made the family name 
famous as one of the pre-eminent composition teachers of the 20th 
century—a pedagogue to Aaron Copland, Elliott Carter, Philip Glass and 
Adolphus Hailstork, among many others. While Nadia’s life spanned nearly 
a century, Lili’s extraordinary musical accomplishments—including being 
the first woman to win the top prize at the Prix de Rome competition—
were condensed into an unfortunately short timeline.

D’un soir triste (Of a Sad Evening) was the last work that Lili put on paper 
with her own hand before losing her battle at age 24 to what we now know 
was Crohn’s disease. The piece was kept in Nadia’s personal collection until 
soon before her own death six decades later. JoAnn Falletta, music director 
of the Buffalo Philharmonic, worked alongside the Women’s Philharmonic 
Orchestra to make D’un soir triste and other works by Lili Boulanger 
accessible, transcribing her nearly illegible handwriting into playable parts 
and advocating for this music to be performed by ensembles worldwide.  

MUSIC OF DEEP EMOTION
A quick glance through the score for D’un soir triste will tell you much 
about the deep emotions of this piece. Markings include words such as 
sorrowful, painful, intense and resigned, but also distant, sweet and 
elegiac. As a dark, melancholic song emerges from the clarinet section, the 
string section pulses beneath meandering woodwind chords, relentlessly 
building in intensity. In soft moments midway through the work, solos 
expressing deep reflection pass through the orchestra, trading between 
individual wind and string players. Both sorrow and hope sweep through 
Lili’s music, until her last penned notes gently lift upward into the clouds. 

Instrumentation: 2 flutes, 2 oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets, bass clarinet, 
2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, bass 
drum, suspended cymbal, tam-tam, harp, celesta and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY EMMA PLEHAL.

LILI BOULANGER
B:	 August 21, 1893
    	Paris, France
D:	 March 15, 1918
    	Mézy-sur-Seine, France

D’un soir triste 
(Of a Sad Evening)
COMPOSED: 1918
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PROGRAM NOTES      OCT 30—31 

  Camille Saint-Saëns wrote his second—and most popular—piano 
concerto in the span of just 17 days in the spring of 1868. The Russian 
composer-pianist Anton Rubinstein was visiting Paris and wanted to show 
off his abilities as a conductor. He and Saint-Saëns, then 32, struck a deal: 
Saint-Saëns would compose a piano concerto and be the soloist at the first 
performance, while Rubinstein would conduct. Saint-Saëns worked very 
quickly, not only composing but learning his own music in time for the 
premiere on May 13, 1868. 

THE MUSIC: BRILLIANT AND SURPRISING
ANDANTE SOSTENUTO. The concerto contains a number of surprises. The 
first comes at the very beginning: the opening movement begins with 
an extended cadenza for solo piano rather than the typical orchestral 
exposition of the classical concerto. This cadenza is not so much a bravura 
showcase as it is an act of homage to Bach, its neoclassical poise paying 
tribute to a composer Saint-Saëns admired very much. After the orchestra 
makes its own dramatic entrance, the movement develops in more normal 
form, with a graceful second subject that flows easily between unexpected 
keys. This is brilliant music—the concerto was a particular favorite of that 
other piano-playing Rubinstein, Arthur—and Saint-Saëns offers the soloist 
a further cadenza just before the close.

ALLEGRO SCHERZANDO. The second movement, a rondo, is not the expected 
slow movement, but is instead very fast. The piano’s dancing opening 
theme is repeated by the strings and develops through a series of repeated 
episodes. This might be mistaken for one of Felix Mendelssohn’s scherzos: 
it has all the grace of that earlier composer’s best fast movements.

PRESTO. The finale is a tarantella, a blazing dance in 6/8 meter that sweeps 
across the range of the keyboard. The music sparkles and bubbles along, 
leading one very witty pianist to remark that this concerto “begins with 
Bach and ends with Offenbach.”

CAMILLE SAINT-SAËNS
B:	 October 9, 1835
	 Paris, France 
D:	 December 16, 1921
	 Algiers, Algeria

Concerto No. 2 in 
G minor for Piano and 
Orchestra, Opus 22
PREMIERED: May 13, 1868
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Instrumentation: solo piano with orchestra comprising 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 
2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 2 horns, 2 trumpets, timpani, cymbals and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.

KURT WEILL
B:	 March 2, 1900
	 Dessau, Germany
D:	 April 3, 1950
	 New York City

Symphony No. 2
PREMIERED: October 11, 1934

  In the early 1930s Kurt Weill was the most frequently performed 
living composer in Germany, due to the success of The Threepenny Opera, 
which premiered in 1928. But fame would not protect Weill from the 
storm that would soon engulf the world. Early in 1933, when Hitler was 
named German Chancellor and soon given dictatorial powers, Weill—a Jew 
with left-leaning political sympathies—saw the writing on the wall. Nazi 
sympathizers had been disrupting performances of Weill’s works since 
1930, and by 1933 the government was banning performances of his music 
outright. In March of that year, Weill decided to leave Germany; he never 
returned.

THE FRENCH CONNECTION
Weill’s first destination was Paris. He had enjoyed success in the French 
capital the previous December, and hoped to launch collaborations with 
his new contacts there. He had with him the recently completed first 
movement of a symphony he was writing at the request of Winnaretta 
Singer—the Paris-based American daughter of the sewing machine 
magnate Isaac Singer—known as the Princess de Polignac from her second 
marriage to a French nobleman. 

Weill’s new symphony would be one of his few works for the concert 
hall. Since the mid-1920s he had concentrated instead on music for the 
theater. He eschewed the complex and dissonant musical language of 
composers whom he believed were ignoring the general public. Instead, he 
adopted a style he said was epitomized by “clarity of language, precision 
of expression, and simplicity of feeling.” The symphony was premiered in 
Amsterdam on October 11, 1934, by the Concertgebouw Orchestra.
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PROGRAM NOTES      OCT 30—31  

SERIOUS BUT ACCESSIBLE MUSIC
Weill’s Symphony No. 2 is a compact work scored for a modest-sized 
orchestra. At once serious and accessible, it applies Classical-era 
compositional techniques to rhythmic and melodic materials drawn from 
popular songs and dance styles of Weill’s own time.

SOSTENUTO–ALLEGRO MOLTO. The first movement begins with a hesitant 
introduction featuring a lone trumpet playing a mournful ballad. This 
somber music gives way to a brisk Allegro in which alternating rhythmic 
and lyrical passages push the music forward. Following a strong climax, a 
quiet interlude recalls the mood of the introduction. This calm is broken by 
the return of the vigorous music that will bring the movement to an end.

LARGO. The austere second movement gradually builds momentum 
over slow repeated rhythms reminiscent of a funeral cortège. Mournful 
melodies float above the insistent tread of the march only occasionally 
relieved by passages of wistful, nostalgic music.

ALLEGRO VIVACE–ALLA MARCIA. The finale is a lively rondo. Bits of scales and 
decorative figures are tossed around the orchestra until the winds and brass 
introduce a jaunty tune played over a simple accompaniment in the strings. 
The opening ideas return and are developed before a sardonic march 
featuring trumpets and piccolos interrupts. A final return of the opening 
music proceeds at increasingly quicker tempos to a rapid-fire finish.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes (both doubling piccolo), 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 
2 horns, 2 trumpets, 2 trombones, timpani, snare drum, tenor drum, bass drum, 
cymbals, gong, triangle and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY JEFFREY STIRLING.

  Maurice Ravel, like many French composers, was profoundly wary of 
German music. Yet there was one German form for which he felt undiluted 
affection: the waltz. As a young piano student in Paris, Ravel fell under 

MAURICE RAVEL
B:	 March 7, 1875
	 Ciboure, France
D:	 December 28, 1937
	 Paris, France

La Valse 
PREMIERED: 
December 12, 1920
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the spell of Schubert’s waltzes for piano, and in 1911 he composed his 
own Noble and Sentimental Waltzes, a set of charming waltzes modeled on 
the Schubert dances he loved so much. Earlier, in 1906, he had planned a 
great orchestral waltz with the working title Wien (Vienna), but the piece 
was delayed and Ravel did not return to it until the fall of 1919. This was 
the year after the conclusion of World War I, and the French vision of 
the Germanic world was now quite different than it had been when he 
originally conceived the piece.

Nevertheless, Ravel still felt the appeal of the project, and by December he 
was madly at work. The orchestration was completed the following March, 
and the first performance took place in Paris on December 12, 1920. By this 
time, perhaps wary of wartime associations, Ravel had renamed the piece 
La Valse.

AN OPULENT AND TROUBLING SCORE
Ravel described exactly his original conception for the work: “Whirling 
clouds give glimpses, through rifts, of couples waltzing. The clouds scatter 
little by little. One sees an immense hall peopled with a twirling crowd. 
The scene is gradually illuminated. The light of chandeliers bursts forth 
fortissimo. An Imperial Court, about 1855.”

The music also gives us this scene. Out of the murky, misty beginning 
come bits of waltz rhythms; gradually these join together and plunge into 
an animated dance. This is dazzling writing for orchestra, some of which 
results from the music’s rhythmic energy, some from Ravel’s keen ear for 
instrumental color. 

If La Valse concluded with all this elegant vitality, our sense of the music 
might be clear, but instead it drives to an ending full of frenzied violence. 
We come away not so much exhilarated as shaken. Ravel made a telling 
comment about this conclusion: “I had intended this work to be a kind 
of apotheosis of the Viennese waltz, with which was associated in my 
imagination an impression of a fantastic and fatal sort of dervish’s dance.”

Instrumentation: 3 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), 3 oboes (1 doubling English 
horn), 2 clarinets, bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 
3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare drum, bass drum, cymbals, antique cymbals, 
castanets, tambourine, tam-tam, triangle, bells, 2 harps and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.
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Brother Heinrich’s Christmas - Rutter
Nutcracker Suite - Tchaikovsky
Selections from Messiah - Handel
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Michael Barone (narrator), 
Cathedral Choir, Choral Society, 
and Orchestra 
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Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
519 Oak Grove Street 
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THE JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA   NOV 1

THE JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA 
WITH WYNTON MARSALIS

Wynton Marsalis, music director and trumpet
Ryan Kisor, trumpet   		
Kenny Rampton, trumpet 
Marcus Printup, trumpet   	
Vincent Gardner, trombone 
Chris Crenshaw, trombone
Elliot Mason, trombone 
Sherman Irby, alto and soprano saxophones, flute and clarinet 
Alexa Tarantino, alto and soprano saxophones, flute and clarinet
Chris Lewis, tenor and soprano saxophones, clarinet and bass clarinet
Abdias Armenteros, tenor and soprano saxophones and clarinet,  
   The Zou Family Chair in Saxophone
Paul Nedzela, baritone and soprano saxophones, clarinet and bass clarinet 
Dan Nimmer, piano, The Zou Family Chair in Piano
Carlos Henriquez, bass, The Mandel Family Chair in honor of  
   Kathleen B. Mandel
Obed Calvaire, drums

SAT NOV 1  7PM   

The program for tonight’s concert will be announced from the stage. 
There will be one 20-minute intermission.

Visit the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra at jazz.org. 
Become a fan on Facebook: facebook.com/jazzatlincolncenter.
Follow on Twitter/X: twitter.com/jazzdotorg.
Watch on Jazz Live: jazzlive.com.

Artists subject to change.

Profiles of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra and Wynton Marsalis appear on 
pages 53 and 54.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.
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MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA NOV 7—8 

DESSA RETURNS

Sarah Hicks, conductor
Dessa, singer, rapper and writer
Ian Allison, bass
Aviva Jaye, vocals
Cameron Kinghorn, vocals
Matthew Santos, vocals
Joey Van Phillips, percussion 
Joshua Williams, saxophone and vocals
Aby Wolf, vocals and vocal direction
Andy Thompson, arranger

FRI NOV 7  8PM   |   SAT NOV 8  8PM  

The program for tonight’s concert will be announced from the stage. 
There will be one 20-minute intermission.

Profiles of Sarah Hicks and Dessa appear on pages 50 and 51.
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SUN NOV 9  2PM

Nicholas Koo, conductor
Harold Fang, piano

Rebecca Corruccini, violin
Trinity Leiser, host	

Maria Dively, American Sign Language interpreter

MAGNIFICENT MUSICAL CREATURES

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      NOV 9 

FAMILY CONCERT

PRE- AND POST-CONCERT
Arrive early and stay after the concert to try instruments, make art, dance and 
meet Minnesota Orchestra musicians.

THANK YOU
The Relaxed Family Concert series is made possible by PNC.

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from 
the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the 
arts and cultural heritage fund.

Gioachino Rossini	   Finale from William Tell Overture	 CA. 4’

Antonio Vivaldi 	   Giunt’e la primavera: Allegro, from Spring	 CA. 4’
	       from The Four Seasons for Violin and Orchestra

			   Rebecca Corruccini, violin

Nikolai 	   Flight of the Bumblebee,       		  CA. 1’
   Rimsky-Korsakov	       from The Tale of Czar Saltan

Igor Stravinsky	   Finale from Firebird 	  CA. 4’

Edvard Grieg	   Allegro molto moderato,  	  CA. 13’
	      from Piano Concerto in A minor

			   Harold Fang, piano

Jimmy López	   AURYN, from Symphony No. 5, Fantastica  	 CA. 4’

Conductor, soloist and host profiles appear on page 49, 50, 52 and 53. 
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Cody Fry Christmas
with the Minnesota Orchestra
Wed Dec 10  7pm

An enchanting and family-friendly  
way to spend your holidays.

Merry & Bright
with Charles Lazarus
Sun Dec 14  2pm

A big, brassy holiday show for  
all ages!

Troupe Vertigo:  
Cirque Nutcracker
with the Minnesota Orchestra
Fri Dec 19  8pm 
Sat Dec 20  2pm

A dramatic (and acrobatic!) take  
on Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker!

A New Year’s Celebration
with the Minnesota Orchestra
Wed Dec 31  8:30pm 
Thu Jan 1  2pm

Teddy Abrams, conductor 
Aaron Diehl, piano
After the New Year’s Eve concert, 
dance to vintage jazz from Belle 
Amour and enjoy a Champagne 
toast at midnight, on us!

MINNESOTAORCHESTRA.ORG  |  612-371-5656
All artists, programs, dates and prices subject to change. Photo credits available online. 

Make your holiday plans now!
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Tōru Takemitsu	 Night Signal 	 CA. 4’

Karol Szymanowski	 Concerto No. 1 for Violin and Orchestra,  	 CA. 25’
	    Opus 35
		  [in one movement]

				    Benjamin Beilman, violin

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Hector Berlioz 	 Symphonie fantastique, Opus 14 	 CA. 49’
		  Reveries – Passions 
		  A Ball 
		  In the Country 
		  March to the Scaffold 
		  Dream of the Witches’ Sabbath 

THU NOV 13  11AM   |   FRI NOV 14  8PM 

Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Benjamin Beilman, violin
Ariana Kim, broadcast host

SØNDERGÅRD CONDUCTS 
SYMPHONIE FANTASTIQUE

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      NOV 13—14 

THANK YOU
The 2025-26 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 
The November 14 concert will also be broadcast live on Twin Cities PBS (TPT 2) 
and streaming live on the Orchestra’s YouTube channel and Facebook page.

Conductor, soloist and broadcast host profiles appear on pages 8, 47 and 52.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities. 
Join us in the lobby following the November 14 concert as Thomas Søndergård 
will sign the Orchestra’s new CD of works by Thomas Adès.
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TŌRU TAKEMITSU
B:	 October 8, 1930
	 Tokyo, Japan 
D:	 February 20, 1996
    	Tokyo, Japan
 

Night Signal
PREMIERED:  
September 14, 1987

  Contradictions and the push and pull of cultures were recurring 
themes in the singular musical life of Tōru Takemitsu, one of the most 
revered 20th-century Japanese composers of music for the concert hall 
and films. While living in American-occupied Japan after World War II, 
the young Takemitsu became acquainted with Western music through 
radio broadcasts on the Armed Forces network and began composing, 
primarily self-trained. He rooted his early works in the so-called “Western” 
idiom, rather than Japanese traditions, though his stance on incorporating 
influences from his home country evolved over time. Other sources of 
musical inspiration included the avant-garde American composer John 
Cage and Olivier Messiaen of France. 

Takemitsu and his compositions enjoyed great success around the world 
during his lifetime, and he remains so beloved in Japan that a major 
Tokyo concert hall and composition prize are named in his memory. It 
is emblematic of this cultural straddling that Takemitsu’s 1987 two-part 
brass ensemble work Signals from Heaven received its world premiere on 
not one but two continents. The first movement, Day Signal, was premiered 
in Tokyo by the Les Chevaliers Brass Ensemble on July 25, 1987, while the 
second, Night Signal, received its first performance by the brass musicians 
of the Scottish National Orchestra, conducted by Matthias Bamert, at a 
contemporary music festival concert in Glasgow on September 14, 1987.

“A SIGNAL SENT TO THE UNKNOWN”
The word “signal” was clearly a meaningful one for Takemitsu. In 1993, he 
commented of his works in general: “My music is something like a signal 
sent to the unknown. Moreover, I imagine and believe that my signal meets 
another’s signal, and the resulting physical change creates a new harmony 
different from the original two.” The brief Night Signal, dedicated to British 
composer-conductor Oliver Knussen, fits this image well, as it is composed 
in the antiphonal brass tradition popularized in Renaissance-era Italy—
in which two distinct ensembles play in alternation or combination. Set 
in slow, slightly shifting tempos, this peaceful music is characterized by 

MO_Concerts_Nov-2025.indd   32MO_Concerts_Nov-2025.indd   32 10/6/25   12:59 PM10/6/25   12:59 PM



33SHOWCASE NOVEMBER 2025     33

short, simple musical gestures and constant soft-loud-soft dynamic swells. 
In the middle section, rhythms grow in complexity and the separation 
between the two groups erodes. The conclusion brings one last dynamic 
swell from both groups, then a fade to nothing.

Instrumentation: 4 horns, 2 trumpets, cornet, 3 trombones and tuba 

PROGRAM NOTE BY CARL SCHROEDER.

PROGRAM NOTES      NOV 13—14 

KAROL SZYMANOWSKI
B:	 October 3, 1882
	 Tymoshivka, Ukraine
D:	 March 29, 1937
	 Lausanne, Switzerland

 

Concerto No. 1 for Violin 
and Orchestra, Opus 35
PREMIERED:  
November 1, 1922

  Karol Szymanowski was a member of an interestingly lively and 
talent-filled family. He studied first with his father, who played cello 
and piano, and with another musical relative, Gustav Neuhaus, but it 
was really in the course of travel, independent study and quite simply 
experience that his true education began. He had been brought up on the 
three B’s (Bach, Beethoven and Brahms) plus Chopin and, surprisingly for 
so conservative an environment, Scriabin. Now his horizons expanded to 
embrace Wagner, Strauss and Reger, then Debussy and Ravel, eventually 
and crucially Stravinsky, whose Firebird and Petrushka he saw in their 
original productions by Sergei Diaghilev. In sum, he drew on many sources, 
but fused them into a colorful, malleable language all his own.

The voice behind Szymanowski’s two Violin Concertos is that of Paweł 
Kochański, a fiery and sweet-toned virtuoso, and one of the most admired 
European violinists of his time. The plan was for Kochański, who wrote the 
cadenza for Szymanowski’s First Violin Concerto and to whom the work 
is dedicated, to give the first performance in St. Petersburg at the end of 
1917, but the Russian Revolution got in the way. The premiere finally took 
place in Warsaw on November 1, 1922, with Józef Ozimiński as soloist and 
Grzegorz Fitelberg conducting.

A POETIC CONCERTO
Szymanowski cast his First Violin Concerto as a single movement of 
about 23 minutes’ duration. The analytical ear and eye readily enough 
distinguish different sections and the recurrences of certain ideas, but 
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what the spontaneous listening ear responds to is the seamless, self-
generating flow. (Violinist and conductor must be fully aware of the former 
in order to create the impression of the latter.)

The dominant impression is that of an intensely lyric, enchantingly 
colorful music that is in constant flux. The work is as much a poem as it is 
a concerto, being in fact based on a rhapsody, Summer Night, by one of the 
composer’s literary contemporaries, Tadeusz Miciński. Summer Night is a 
feast of fantastical images—donkeys in crowns settled majestically on the 
grass, fireflies kissing the wild rose, and many birds.

The concerto is a work of white-hot passion, set in a magical landscape 
inhabited by, among others, the figure of Pan, part humorous, part 
threatening, whom Szymanowski invokes so wonderfully in the third of 
the Myths. Szymanowski said that the true national music of his country 
was not “the stiffened ghost of the polonaise or mazurka, nor a fugue on 
the Chmielu wedding song…but the solitary, joyful, carefree song of the 
nightingale in a fragrant night in Poland.” In this concerto, he set that 
ecstatic song down for us to share.

Instrumentation: solo violin with orchestra comprising 3 flutes (1 doubling 
piccolo), 3 oboes (1 doubling English horn), 3 clarinets (1 doubling E-flat clarinet), 
bass clarinet, 3 bassoons (1 doubling contrabassoon), 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 
3 trombones, tuba, timpani, triangle, tambourine, snare drum, cymbals, bass 
drum, glockenspiel, piano, celesta, 2 harps and strings

EXCERPTED FROM A PROGRAM NOTE BY THE LATE MICHAEL STEINBERG, USED WITH PERMISSION.

HECTOR BERLIOZ
B:	 December 11, 1803
	 La Côte-Saint-André,  
	 France 
D:	 March 8, 1869 
	 Paris, France

Symphonie fantastique, 
Opus 14
PREMIERED:   
December 5, 1830

  Hector Berlioz composed Symphonie fantastique in 1830, when 
much that was new and forward-looking was in the air. From today’s 
vantage point we can see fairly easily that the beginnings of a new kind of 
European classical music were to be found in the works of Beethoven. And 
the better we know Symphonie fantastique, the more clearly we can sense in 
it the presence of Beethoven. At the same time, however deeply he was in 
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debt to Beethoven, Berlioz strove to write “new music.” He succeeded. The 
fantastique sounds and behaves like nothing ever heard before. It takes off 
on paths Beethoven could never have imagined; that it was written just 
three years after the death of Beethoven staggers the imagination.

A COMPOSER’S OBSESSION
In 1827, at the Paris Odéon, Berlioz saw a staging of Hamlet by a company 
from London. Among the performers was Harriet Smithson, a 27-year-old 
actress with whom Berlioz fell instantly and wildly in love. He wrote to her 
repeatedly; he heard gossip about an affair between her and her manager. 
This hurt him, but it also provided enough distance to enable him to plan 
and to begin work on the symphony—whose subject was an artist “with a 
vivid imagination” who falls in love with his “ideal” woman, experiences 
hope and doubt, then an opium-induced dream in which he sees himself 
being executed for killing his beloved; after his death she appears to be 
taking part in an orgy at “a foul assembly of sorcerers and devils.”

The premiere took place on December 5, 1830. Two years later Berlioz 
presented a sharpened and improved version of his symphony, now with 
a sequel whose script was full of unmistakable allusions to his passion 
for Smithson. She was persuaded to attend Berlioz’s concert on December 
9, 1832. They finally met, and on October 3, 1833, they were married. 
The whole business was a disaster. By the time they separated in 1844, 
Smithson was no longer performing, as an accident had put an end to her 
career. She died in 1854, an alcoholic and paralyzed; though they were no 
longer together, Berlioz supported her financially until her death.

A FANTASTIC SYMPHONY
Berlioz wrote several programs for his autobiographical symphony. 
Excerpts from his 1845 note are indicated with quotation marks.

REVERIES–PASSIONS. A young musician, “the artist,” sees and falls hopelessly 
in love with a woman who embodies the charms of “the ideal being of 
whom he has dreamed.” In his mind she is linked to a musical motif, and 
both “the melodic image and its human model pursue him incessantly 
like a double idée fixe....The passage from this state of melancholic reverie, 
interrupted by a few fits of unmotivated joy, to one of delirious passion, 
with its movements of fury and jealousy, its return of tenderness, its tears, 
its religious consolation—all this is the subject of the first movement.” 
The subtly shaped idée fixe is the melody that violins and flute play to an 
accompaniment of nervous strings interjections when the Allegro begins.
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A BALL. Whether the artist is engaged in festivities or contemplating nature, 
the “beloved image appears before him and troubles his soul.” The first 
three dozen measures paint for us the ballroom with its glitter and flicker, 
its swirling couples, the yards and yards of whispering silk. This softly 
scintillating waltz is exquisitely scored.

IN THE COUNTRY. The artist is calmed by the sound of shepherds piping, 
by “the quiet rustling of the trees gently disturbed by the wind,” but 
wondering if his beloved might be deceiving him, he feels a “mixture of 
hope and fear...ideas of happiness disturbed by black presentiments.” There 
is nothing in music before this, or since, like the pathos of the recapitulated 
conversation with one voice missing. As a picture of despairing loneliness 
it is without equal.

MARCH TO THE SCAFFOLD. “Having become certain that his love goes 
unrecognized, the artist poisons himself with opium.” But rather than 
dying, he “dreams that he has killed the woman he loves, that he is 
condemned, led to the scaffold, and that he is witnessing his execution.” 

DREAM OF THE WITCHES’ SABBATH. The artist sees himself “in the midst of a 
frightful assembly of ghosts, sorcerers, monsters of every kind, all come 
together for his funeral.” The melody representing his beloved is now “no 
more than the tune of an ignoble dance, trivial and grotesque...she takes 
part in the devilish orgy...funeral knell, burlesque parody of the Dies irae...” 
As we enter the final scene, with its trim thematic transformations, its 
bizarre sonorities—deep bells, squawking E-flat clarinet, the beating of 
violin and viola strings with the wooden stick of the bow, glissandos for 
winds, violent alternations of ff with pp—its grotesque imagery, its wild 
and coruscating brilliance, we have left the Old World for good.

SOUND THE BELLS
This week’s performances of Symphonie fantastique feature a pair of 
large church bells, custom-cast for the Minnesota Orchestra by the 
Royal Eijsbouts foundry in the Netherlands and added to the Orchestra’s 
permanent instrument collection thanks to a donation by Orchestra patron 
Gary B. Cohen. 

Instrumentation: 2 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), 2 oboes (1 doubling English horn), 
2 clarinets (1 doubling E-flat clarinet), 4 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 2 cornets, 
3 trombones, 2 tubas, timpani, field drum, bass drum, cymbals, 2 large bells, 
2 harps and strings

PROGRAM NOTE EXCERPTED FROM THE LATE MICHAEL STEINBERG’S THE SYMPHONY: A 
LISTENER’S GUIDE (OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1995), USED WITH PERMISSION. 
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Join Sirius XM radio host and Broadway pianist/
conductor/author Seth Rudetsky (“Musical 
Theatre For Dummies”) on Seth Rudetsky’s 
Broadway Cruise to the Caribbean! Guests 
aboard the Celebrity Silhouette® will start their 
adventure embarking from Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida and experience the beauty and majesty of 
Key West, followed by port calls in George Town, 
Grand Cayman and Cozumel, Mexico before 
returning to Fort Lauderdale to disembark.
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Henry Dorn	 Transitions		 CA. 10’

Anna Clyne	 Within Her Arms		  CA. 14’

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Johannes Brahms 	 Ein deutsches Requiem  	 CA. 68’
	    (A German Requiem), Opus 45
		  Blessed are they that mourn
		  For all flesh is as grass
		  Lord, make me to know mine end 
		  How lovely are thy tabernacles 
 		  Ye now therefore have sorrow
		  For here have we no continuing city 
		  Blessed are the dead 

				    Siobhan Stagg, soprano
				    Blake Denson, baritone
				    Minnesota Chorale

FRI NOV 21  8PM   |   SAT NOV 22  7PM

Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Siobhan Stagg, soprano 
Blake Denson, baritone
Minnesota Chorale, Kathy Saltzman Romey, artistic director

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      NOV 21—22 

THANK YOU
The 2025-26 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

SØNDERGÅRD CONDUCTS 
BRAHMS REQUIEM

An English translation of the German text for Brahms’ A German Requiem will be 
projected as surtitles. Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/brahmstext to read the text 
and translation.
Conductor, soloist and choir profiles, as well as a choir roster, appear on pages 8, 
49, 54 and 55.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities. 
Join us in the lobby following the November 22 concert as Thomas Søndergård 
will sign the Orchestra’s new CD of works by Thomas Adès.
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HENRY DORN
B:	 1988
	 Little Rock, Arkansas

Transitions
PREMIERED:  
May 6, 2022

  The Minnesota Orchestra Composer Institute has shone a spotlight 
on 133 emerging composers since the acclaimed program’s founding in 
2001, but only a handful of them now make their home in our state. One 
of those few is Arkansas native Henry Dorn, who since 2023 has been an 
assistant professor of conducting and composition at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield. He is also conductor of the St. Olaf Band—just the third person 
to hold that title in the past 68 years. 

When Dorn participated in the Composer Institute in May 2022, his work 
Transitions received its world premiere; it has since been played by the 
Detroit and Atlanta symphony orchestras, among other ensembles. Dorn’s 
other recent major works include the orchestral composition …I Forgot to 
Say Good Morning and Transcendence for concert band, while as a guest 
conductor he has led the United States Army Band, “Pershing’s Own,” and 
the 2025 MMEA All-State Symphonic Band, to name a few engagements.

A MUSICAL MEMORIAL
The composer comments on Transitions: “My mother passed in July 2017 
from cancer. Her entire life could be summarized as endeavoring against 
opposition. This was true even right up to the end as she battled the 
suffocating effects of lung cancer. As I sat in wait with her in the hospital 
over her last month, I became an active participant in her transition from 
this life to whatever comes next. It was there that I started to write the 
notes and ideas I felt about the experience, her journey, her unspoken 
strength, and her quiet inner beauty. These sketches, which were too 
difficult to encompass at the time, were put to the side until I recently set 
to paper my thoughts about her final days. This work is for her.”

Instrumentation:  2 flutes, piccolo, 2 oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets, bass 
clarinet, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, 
timpani, snare drum, bass drum, 3 splash cymbals, suspended cymbal, crotales, 
gong, temple block, tom-toms, 3 triangles, xylophone, marimba, vibraphone, 
glockenspiel, piano and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY CARL SCHROEDER.
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  Anna Clyne—who in 2015 became the first Minnesota Orchestra 
Composer Institute alumnus to be nominated for a Grammy Award—is 
one of today’s most frequently performed and commissioned classical 
composers. In fact, her work heard on this week’s program, Within Her 
Arms, is the second piece by Clyne to be featured during the Minnesota 
Orchestra’s 2025-26 season. The first was played just over a month ago 
when Elisabeth Brauß was the soloist in ATLAS, Clyne’s new piano 
concerto. 

These two works were born out of very different inspirations. ATLAS is a 
musical response to the imagery in a compendium of sketches and other 
images by the German artist Gerhard Richter. Within Her Arms, however, 
came out of great personal tragedy: the death of Clyne’s mother, Colleen 
Clyne, in 2008. In this sense, it is perfectly paired with the music that 
precedes it on today’s program: Henry Dorn’s Transitions—a response to the 
passing of his own mother. The title of Clyne’s work comes from the poem 
Message by the Vietnamese writer and peace activist Thích Nhất Hạnh 
(1926-2022).

A POWERFUL ELEGY
Within Her Arms—which was commissioned by the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic and premiered by that ensemble in April 2009—is a moving 
and powerful elegy written for a small string orchestra of 15 players. 
Through her understanding of orchestral color, Clyne sonically paints 
listeners into a soul-searching meditation on the various stages of grief 
as it transforms within us: at first quiet with reflection in the beginning 
stages of the work; then heavy with dread in the middle, with clashing 
notes set against an ever-present drone in the low strings; then a cathartic 
release, with acceptance and love quieting the cries and offering a glimpse 
of hope as the piece gently fades into nothing. 

Instrumentation: string orchestra

PROGRAM NOTE BY MICHAEL DIVINO.

ANNA CLYNE
B:	 March 9, 1980
	 London, England

Within Her Arms
PREMIERED:  
April 7, 2009
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JOHANNES BRAHMS
B:	 May 7, 1833
	 Hamburg, Germany 
D:	 April 3, 1897
	 Vienna, Austria

Ein deutsches Requiem   
(A German Requiem), 
Opus 45
PREMIERED: April 10, 1868 
(initial version); February 
18, 1869 (final version)

  In 1896, a year before his death, Johannes Brahms spent an evening 
with Antonín Dvořák, and in the course of a long night of talk, the men 
discussed religion. As the devout Dvořák walked home, a friend reported 
that he was silent for a long time, then finally burst out: “Such a man, such 
a fine soul—and he believes in nothing! He believes in nothing!”

By all accounts, Dvořák was right. Brahms was an agnostic, yet he had a 
profound knowledge of the Bible: he owned five copies of the Lutherbibel, as 
Luther’s translation of the Bible into German was called, and he read from 
them daily. If Brahms did not accept Christian dogma, he had enormous 
respect for its teachings, and it was this man—an agnostic with an 
essentially religious temperament—who composed A German Requiem.

A DEEPLY PERSONAL SOURCE
This is very personal music, and it appears to have sprung from very 
personal sources, starting with the death of Robert Schumann in 1856. 
Schumann had been the first major figure to believe in Brahms and 
support his career, and in the aftermath of Schumann’s mental collapse 
and death in an asylum, Brahms had set out to write music that registered 
his grief. But Brahms was unsure what form that music should take. He 
began a symphony, sketching it as a sonata for two pianos, but abandoned 
that project. He did, however, save the music: part of it went into his First 
Piano Concerto, and the symphony’s slow scherzo eventually became the 
second movement of the German Requiem. Evidence suggests that Brahms 
sketched this movement and three others in the form of a cantata and then 
set the project aside.

It was the death of his mother in February 1865, when Brahms was 31, 
that brought him back to this music. Though his parents were divorced, 
Brahms remained extremely close to both of them throughout their lives. 
For his mother he felt a particular bond: she had been a source of love and 
support and had taken great pride in his accomplishments. At the news of 
her stroke, he had rushed back to Hamburg, but he arrived too late to see 
her. A friend in Vienna reported that he found Brahms sitting at the piano, 

MO_Concerts_Nov-2025.indd   42MO_Concerts_Nov-2025.indd   42 10/6/25   12:59 PM10/6/25   12:59 PM



43SHOWCASE NOVEMBER 2025     43

PROGRAM NOTES      NOV 21—22 

playing Bach and sobbing as he announced his mother’s death—and he 
would not stop playing. In the following months Brahms returned to his 
earlier sketches for a cantata and revised and expanded them.

The first three movements were performed in December 1867 in Vienna, 
and the occasion turned into a disaster. At the close of the third movement 
the timpanist either got lost or played much too loudly—accounts vary—
and the music was actually hissed. Brahms revised the score, and a six-
movement version for baritone, chorus and orchestra was successfully 
premiered on Good Friday 1868 in the Bremen Cathedral. At this point 
Brahms’ old piano teacher Eduard Marxsen advised him to add one more 
movement, one that spoke of a mother’s love. Brahms recognized that 
Marxsen was right, and he composed the additional movement, the fifth, 
in which a soprano sings a message of maternal consolation. This is the 
soprano’s only appearance in the Requiem, and her silvery sound cuts 
through the generally dark colors of the work with a message emotionally 
crucial to the grieving composer.

ACCEPTANCE AND CONSOLATION
This is one of the great Requiems, but it is not a setting of the Catholic 
Mass for the dead. Instead, Brahms chose his own texts from Luther’s 
Bible—16 separate passages from the Old and New Testaments and 
the Apocrypha—and set them in German. His choices of texts, and his 
exclusions, give the German Requiem a very particular character. There is 
no Dies Irae section of the Catholic Mass here, no day of judgment on which 
souls are separated into the saved and damned. In fact, there is not one 
mention of Christ in Brahms’ setting, and he fiercely resisted suggestions 
that he include such a reference. Instead, his emphasis is on the living as 
they face the fact of death and loss. The first words of A German Requiem 
are “Blessed are they who mourn,” and this message of consolation 
continues throughout: the closing text is “Blessed are the dead,” and the 
progress is toward an acceptance of life and death and consolation for both 
those who die and those who mourn.

Brahms chose the title A German Requiem to indicate that it was different—
that it was not a Catholic mass and was in German rather than Latin—
but he was uncomfortable with that title. He wanted to call it “Requiem 
for Humankind” but in the end settled for the title we know today. The 
premiere of the complete version on February 18, 1869, was a triumph, and 
performances quickly followed throughout Germany and abroad. More 
than any other work, it was A German Requiem that established Brahms’ 
reputation at this early stage of his career.
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THE MUSIC
The two opening movements, both somber in color, introduce central ideas, 
bringing consolation to the living and reminding them of the transitory 
nature of human existence. The opening movement is made even more 
somber by Brahms’ decision to do without violins, clarinets and trumpets. 
He mutes the strings in the second movement, a slow march (despite 
the 3/4 meter) that rises to a great climax on “But the word of the Lord 
endureth forever,” then falls away to the quiet close. The solo baritone 
enters in the third movement, troubled and searching for direction within 
the confusion of existence. The music grows to a climax that breaks into a 
double fugue in D major on the words “The souls of the righteous are in the 
hands of the Lord” and drives to a triumphant conclusion. (This is the part 
that was ruined by the timpanist in the December 1867 performance.)

After this thunder comes a peaceful interlude. “How lovely are thy dwelling 
places,” which celebrates the beauties of life on earth, is one of Brahms’ 
loveliest choral settings, so beautiful that it is often performed by itself. 
The soprano soloist sings a message of maternal love and eventual reunion 
in “And ye now therefore have sorrow”; her heartfelt line floats over some 
luminous string writing—clearly this movement was important to Brahms.

The mood changes sharply at the beginning of the sixth movement: 
“For here have we no continuing city” brings the dramatic climax of the 
Requiem. The dark opening repeats the message of the transitoriness of 
human life, but the motion of this movement is toward resurrection and 
triumph over the grave. Brahms builds this up to a magnificent climax 
and another double fugue, this time on a text from Revelation, “Thou art 
worthy, O Lord,” and the movement drives to a ringing close. 

Brahms concludes by returning to the message and manner of the opening 
movement—in fact, the Requiem ends with the same music that brought 
the first movement to its close. Humanity may eventually triumph over 
the grave, but now Brahms’ concern is with the living and the dead, and A 
German Requiem fades into silence with one final benediction of the dead 
and of those who mourn for them.

Instrumentation: solo soprano, solo baritone and mixed choir with orchestra 
comprising 2 flutes, piccolo, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 
4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, harp, timpani and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.
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THE PRINCESS BRIDE IN CONCERT 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

Nicholas Buc, conductor

FRI NOV 28  7PM   |   SAT NOV 29  7PM   |   SUN NOV 30  2PM

ACT III COMMUNICATIONS Presents
A REINER/SCHEINMAN Production

WILLIAM GOLDMAN’S

THE PRINCESS BRIDE
CARY ELWES

MANDY PATINKIN
CHRIS SARANDON

CHRISTOPHER GUEST
WALLACE SHAWN
ANDRE THE GIANT

Introducing ROBIN WRIGHT
Special Appearances by PETER FALK and BILLY CRYSTAL

Edited by ROBERT LEIGHTON
Production Designed by NORMAN GARWOOD

Director of Photography: ADRIAN BIDDLE
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THANK YOU

The Movies & Music series is presented by U.S. Bank.

Tonight’s concert lasts about 2 hours, including a 20-minute intermission. 
Please remain seated until the end of the credits.

A profile of conductor Nicholas Buc appears on page 48.

THE PRINCESS BRIDE      NOV 28–30 
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PRODUCTION CREDITS
The Princess Bride in Concert is produced by Film Concerts Live!, a joint 
venture of IMG Artists, LLC and The Gorfaine/Schwartz Agency, Inc.

Producers: Steven A. Linder and Jamie Richardson 
Director of Operations: Rob Stogsdill
Production Manager: Sophie Greaves
Production Assistant: Katherine Miron
Worldwide Representation: IMG Artists, LLC 
Technical Director: Mike Runice

Music composed by Mark Knopfler
“Storybook Love” written by Willy DeVille

Musical Score Adapted and Orchestrated for Live Performance by Mark 
Graham
Music Preparation: Jo Ann Kane Music Service 
Film Preparation for Concert Performance: Epilogue Media
Technical Consultant: Laura Gibson
Sound Remixing for Concert Performance: Chace Audio by Deluxe

The score for The Princess Bride has been specially adapted for live concert 
performance.

With special thanks to: Norman Lear, Mark Knopfler, Julie Dyer, David 
Nochimson, Paul Crockford, Sherry Elbe, James Harman, Peter Raleigh, Trevor 
Motycka, Bethany Brinton, Matt Voogt, Adam Michalak, Alex Levy, Adam Witt, 
and the musicians and staff of the Minnesota Orchestra.

A NOTE FROM THE COMPOSER
To have been a part of The Princess Bride gives me enormous pride and joy. To 
me, the picture has never lost an ounce of its freshness and charm. I couldn’t 
be more delighted to see it finding more devotees around the world with 
every passing year. Now, to hear the score in the hands of a brilliant orchestral 
arranger, conductor and players, is an added privilege. I hope you have a 
wonderful evening in their company along with the many memories the film 
has created.
	 					     — MARK KNOPFLER  

NOV 28–30      THE PRINCESS BRIDE
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BENJAMIN BEILMAN, 
VIOLIN

Benjamin Beilman, one of the leading 
violinists of his generation, has 
won international praise for his 
passionate performances and deep rich 
tone. His 2025-26 season highlights 
include concerts with the Rochester 
Philharmonic, Florida Orchestra, 
Nashville Symphony, Antwerp 
Symphony and more. Last season, he 
debuted with the Berlin Philharmonic, 
Belgian National Orchestra and 
Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony. In 
2022 he became one of the youngest 
artists to be appointed to the faculty 
of the Curtis Institute of Music. In 
recent seasons new works have been 
written for him by Frederic Rzewski 
and Gabriella Smith, the latter co-
commissioned by the Schubert Club. 
He has given multiple performances 
of Jennifer Higdon’s Violin Concerto 
and recorded Thomas Larcher’s 
concerto with the Tonkünstler 
Orchester; he also premiered 
Chris Rogerson’s Violin Concerto, 
The Little Prince, with the Kansas 
City Symphony. He also performs 
recitals and chamber music across 
the world. More: opus3artists.com, 
benjaminbeilman.com.

DAVID AFKHAM, 
CONDUCTOR

Known for his impeccable technique 
and compelling artistry, German-
born David Afkham has received 
worldwide acclaim as one of the 
most sought-after conductors of his 
generation. He is the chief conductor 
and artistic director of the Orquesta y 
Coro Nacionales de España, a position 
he has held since 2019 after five 
seasons as its principal conductor. 
Afkham has appeared with the Royal 
Concertgebouw Orchestra, London 
Symphony, NHK Symphony, Boston 
Symphony, Chicago Symphony, 
Cleveland Orchestra, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic and Philadelphia 
Orchestra, among many other 
orchestras. He debuted with the 
Minnesota Orchestra in October 
2021 in a program featuring pianist 
Emanuel Ax. His recent successes in 
opera include performances of Richard 
Strauss’ Arabella at the Semperoper 
Dresden and a new production of the 
work at the Teatro Real in Madrid. 
Highlights of his 2025-26 season 
include debuts with the San Francisco 
and Lucerne symphonies and a tour of 
Japan with the NHK Symphony. More: 
kdschmid.de, davidafkham.com. 
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JANICE CARISSA, 
PIANO

A Gilmore Young Artist and Salon 
de Virtuosi winner, Indonesian-
born pianist Janice Carissa has been 
hailed by critics for her vivid playing. 
Her artistry has been showcased at 
such renowned stages as the Sydney 
Opera House and Carnegie Hall. Since 
her Philadelphia Orchestra debut 
at age 16, she has performed with 
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra and the 
Pittsburgh, San Diego, Nashville and 
Jakarta symphonies, among others. 
Highlights of her 2025-26 season 
include her Minnesota Orchestra 
debut and appearances with Houston 
Symphony, Pro Musica Chamber 
Orchestra of Columbus and Florida 
Orchestra, as well as a solo recital 
at Pepperdine University and a duo 
with cellist Sterling Elliott for Capital 
Region Classical. A passionate chamber 
musician, Carissa has performed at 
Bravo! Vail, Brooklyn Chamber Music 
Society and Jupiter Chamber Concert 
Series. She studied at the Curtis 
Institute of Music with Gary Graffman 
and at the Juilliard School with Robert 
McDonald. More: opus3artists.com, 
janicecarissa.com. 

NICHOLAS BUC, 
CONDUCTOR

Nicholas Buc is a composer, conductor 
and arranger known for working with 
film, bands and pop artists alongside 
symphony orchestras. Renowned 
for his work in live film concerts, he 
conducted the world premieres of Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi, Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind, The Lion King (2019), 
Beauty and the Beast (2017), Shrek 2, 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 
Part 2 and Field of Dreams. Last 
season he appeared with the Chicago 
Symphony, Chicago Lyric Opera, 
San Francisco Symphony, Tokyo 
Philharmonic and all major Australian 
orchestras, among other ensembles. He 
makes his Royal Albert Hall debut this 
November. Buc has also written music 
for film, television and the concert 
hall. His original live animation 
concert, Daughter of the Inner Stars, 
premiered in North America with the 
Vancouver Symphony in 2025. He also 
scored The Apocalypse According to 
Mad Max, a documentary on director 
George Miller. More: nicholasbuc.com. 
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BLAKE DENSON, 
BARITONE

Acclaimed baritone Blake Denson is 
rapidly establishing himself on major 
international stages. In the 2025-26 
season he returns to Houston Grand 
Opera and the Opéra National de 
Paris and reprises the role of Ford in 
Falstaff with Pittsburgh Opera. In 
2024-25, he portrayed Monterone in 
Rigoletto with the Opéra National de 
Paris, Metropolitan Opera and Los 
Angeles Opera. He also performed in 
Weill’s The Seven Deadly Sins with 
the New World Symphony. Recent 
performances include Fire Shut Up in 
My Bones and Madama Butterfly at 
the Metropolitan Opera, Falstaff with 
Houston Grand Opera and Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 9 with the National 
Symphony Orchestra. He has also 
appeared with the Santa Fe Opera 
and New Orleans Opera. He has won 
the Richard Tucker Foundation’s 
Sarah Tucker Grant, George London 
Competition and Tenor Viñas 
Competition, and was a Grand Finalist 
in the 2020 Metropolitan Opera Laffont 
Competition. More: l2artists.com. 

REBECCA CORRUCCINI, 
VIOLIN

Rebecca Corruccini joined the 
Minnesota Orchestra’s first violin 
section in 2008. She served as acting 
assistant concertmaster from 2014-15, 
then acting associate principal second 
violin for 2015-16. Before arriving in 
Minnesota, she performed two seasons 
with the Houston Symphony. She has 
recorded Emmy-winning PBS All-
Star Orchestra episodes and has been 
featured in chamber and orchestral 
performances at festivals across 
the country, including as assistant 
concertmaster at the Colorado Music 
Festival. She has also performed with 
the Sun Valley Music Festival and 
Grand Teton Music Festival orchestras 
and at the Mainly Mozart Festival, 
and served on the Brevard Music 
Center faculty. A teacher since the age 
of 12, Corruccini particularly enjoys 
teaching adult amateurs as well as 
coaching individuals preparing for 
auditions. Her non-musical passions 
include the environment and animals. 
Corruccini and her husband live in a 
historic stretch of Uptown with their 
five children and two rescue dogs. 
More: minnesotaorchestra.org.
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HAROLD FANG, 
PIANO

Harold Fang is a 15-year-old 
sophomore at Wayzata High School 
in Plymouth, Minnesota. He began 
studying piano at age 6 and is 
currently under the tutelage of Dr. 
Denis Evstuhin. Fang has earned 
numerous prestigious awards, 
including the top prize in the 2025 
YPSCA Young People’s Concerto 
Competition, which brought an 
invitation to perform as a soloist with 
the Minnesota Orchestra at a series of 
Young People’s and Family Concerts. 
His recent success also includes the 
Grand Prize in the 2025 Mankato 
Symphony Orchestra Young Artist 
Concerto Competition and First Prize 
in the 2025 Wisconsin Richard Record 
Rising Stars Concerto Competition. 
He was a featured young artist at the 
2025 ProMusica Minnesota Festival. 
Additionally, he won first prizes in 
the 2024 Wisconsin Chippewa Valley 
Symphony Orchestra Young Artist 
Competition and 2024 Minnesota 
Golden Valley Orchestra Young Artist 
Competition. Beyond piano, he enjoys 
scouting, history, math, baseball, cello 
and cooking.

DESSA, 
SINGER, RAPPER AND WRITER

Spanning genres and disciplines, 
Dessa’s style is defined by wit, 
tenderness, rigor and candor. As a 
musician, she’s co-composed for 
large choirs; crowdsurfed at rock 
clubs; recorded a live album with 
the Grammy-winning Minnesota 
Orchestra; and contributed a track to 
the #1 album The Hamilton Mixtape. 
As a speaker, Dessa regularly presents 
on art, science and entrepreneurship 
at colleges and universities across the 
U.S. Her TED Talk, which recounts 
her science experiment on how to fall 
out of love, has notched more than 
five million views. As an author, she’s 
written for The New York Times and 
National Geographic Traveler; been 
broadcast by the BBC; and published 
several literary collections including 
the memoir-in-essays My Own Devices 
(Penguin Random House). She’s 
currently serving as artist in residence 
at Georgetown University’s Music 
Sustainability Initiative (well, currently 
she’s probably pacing out the nerves 
backstage). Tour dates and more: 
dessawander.com.  
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NORMAN HUYNH, 
CONDUCTOR

American conductor Norman Huynh is 
recognized for dynamic performances, 
inventive programming and a natural 
ability to connect with audiences. 
He is music director of the Bozeman 
Symphony and the Britt Music & Art 
Festival Orchestra, and has appeared 
with leading ensembles including 
the St. Louis Symphony, New York 
Philharmonic, San Diego Symphony, 
Oregon Symphony, Detroit Symphony 
and Spain’s Orchestra Sinfónica del 
Vallés. Huynh’s versatility spans 
classical masterworks, premieres 
of new works, and cross-genre 
collaborations with artists such as 
Itzhak Perlman, Augustin Hadelich, 
Philip Glass, Smokey Robinson, Nas, 
Wyclef Jean, Pink Martini and Boyz 
II Men. He is also in demand for 
conducting live film scores. A proud 
first-generation Asian American, 
Huynh co-founded Baltimore’s 
Occasional Symphony, known 
for imaginative concerts in non-
traditional spaces, and helped develop 
the Portland Symphony Orchestra’s 
PSO Explorers Program. More: 
monicafelkelcreativepartners.com, 
normanconductor.com.

SARAH HICKS, 
CONDUCTOR

Sarah Hicks, the Minnesota 
Orchestra’s principal conductor of 
Live at Orchestra Hall, has led a broad 
range of programs since joining the 
Orchestra as assistant conductor in 
2006, and has earned wide acclaim 
as a guest conductor in the U.S. and 
abroad. Her notable projects here 
have included co-creating the Inside 
the Classics series and Sam & Sarah 
series with former Orchestra violist 
Sam Bergman and leading original 
productions with collaborators such 
as PaviElle French, Kevin Kling, Peter 
Rothstein, Robert Elhai, The Moving 
Company, Nur-D, The New Standards, 
Cloud Cult and Dessa—with whom 
Hicks and the Orchestra made a live-
in-concert recording on Doomtree 
Records. Later this season she will lead 
film music concerts featuring Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, 
Disney in Concert – The Sound of Magic 
and Disney PRIDE in Concert, as well 
as a performance with singer Ben 
Rector, among other concerts. More: 
minnesotaorchestra.org. 
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ARIANA KIM, 
BROADCAST HOST

For the concert on November 14, 
Ariana Kim serves as host and writer 
of the Twin Cities PBS broadcast and 
online livestream This Is Minnesota 
Orchestra. A Grammy-nominated 
violinist, Kim made her New York 
recital debut at Carnegie’s Weill Hall 
during her doctoral studies at Juilliard 
and is now a tenured violin professor 
at Cornell University. At 16 she 
debuted with the Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra, and at 24 was appointed 
acting concertmaster of the Louisiana 
Philharmonic. Recent performance 
highlights include Bartók’s Concerto 
No. 1 at Jordan Hall in Boston, a six-
performance solo project exploring 
sound in darkness at the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art, and a recital at the 
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. 
During her recent sabbatical in 
Mysore, India, Kim dived deeply into 
the world of Carnatic music and its 
rich history of improvisation. Her 
upcoming solo album (Un)common 
Thread features works by Mozart and 
Beethoven alongside world folk music. 
More: arianakim.com.

NICHOLAS KOO, 
CONDUCTOR

Nicholas Koo is a Korean-American 
conductor who has appeared with 
the Chicago Symphony, Minnesota 
Orchestra, Colorado Symphony and 
Utah Symphony. He made his debut 
with the Chicago Symphony in its 
MusicNOW series in March 2025 and 
debuted with the Minnesota Orchestra 
the previous year. He has collaborated 
with renowned soloists including 
Emanuel Ax, Hélène Grimaud, Jörgen 
van Rijen and Hilary Hahn, with 
whom he led Mendelssohn’s Violin 
Concerto with the Civic Orchestra of 
Chicago. Koo has assisted conductors 
such as Donald Runnicles, Fabien 
Gabel and Marin Alsop, and was 
featured conducting the St. Louis 
Symphony during Leonard Slatkin’s 
80th birthday celebration. A 2023 Solti 
Foundation Career Assistance Award 
recipient, he was selected from over 
300 applicants to join Riccardo Muti’s 
Italian Opera Academy in Ravenna, 
working on Verdi’s Requiem and 
continuing his mentorship with Muti 
during the maestro’s final season 
as music director of the Chicago 
Symphony. More: nicholaskoo.com.
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TRINITY LEISER, 
HOST

With a lifelong passion for the arts 
and the natural world, Trinity Leiser 
brings a rich background in both 
music and wildlife education to the 
Minnesota Orchestra’s Magnificent 
Musical Creatures program—a 
unique collaboration between the 
Orchestra and the Minnesota Zoo. Her 
experiences have shaped her love of 
storytelling, performance and creative 
collaboration. For the past eight years, 
she has shared her enthusiasm for 
animals and conservation as part of 
the Minnesota Zoo team, connecting 
guests of all ages to the wonders of 
wildlife through engaging programs 
and experiences. In her free time, she 
enjoys singing in her local community 
choir and taking the stage in summer 
musical theatre performances.

WYNTON MARSALIS, 
TRUMPET

Wynton Marsalis is music director of 
the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, 
as well as managing and artistic 
director of Jazz at Lincoln Center 
(JALC). He has won nine Grammy 
Awards—and remains the only 
musician to win a Grammy in the jazz 
and classical categories in the same 
year—and his oratorio Blood on the 
Fields was the first jazz composition 
to win the Pulitzer Prize for Music. 
He is an internationally acclaimed 
musician, composer and bandleader, 
educator and advocate of American 
culture. Among his compositions are 
600 original songs, 11 dance scores, 
13 suites, four symphonies, a jazz 
oratorio, and concertos for violin, 
tuba, trumpet and orchestra. At JALC, 
he spearheads educational programs 
including the Essentially Ellington 
jazz band competition, which 
celebrated its 30th anniversary in 
2025. He is also the founding director 
of Jazz Studies at the Juilliard School 
and president of the Louis Armstrong 
Educational Foundation. More: 
wyntonmarsalis.org.
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THE JAZZ AT LINCOLN 
CENTER ORCHESTRA

The Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
(JLCO), comprising 15 of today’s finest 
jazz soloists and ensemble players, 
has been the Jazz at Lincoln Center 
(JALC) resident orchestra since 1988 
and spends over a third of each year on 
tour across the world. This remarkably 
versatile orchestra performs and 
leads educational events in New 
York, across the U.S. and around the 
globe in all type of venues and with 
symphony orchestras, ballet troupes, 
local students and guest artists. Under 
Music Director Wynton Marsalis, 
the JLCO performs a vast repertoire, 
from rare historic compositions to 
JALC-commissioned works. The JLCO 
has performed with many of the 
world’s leading symphony orchestras. 
Education is a major part of JALC’s 
mission; its educational activities are 
coordinated with concert and JLCO 
tour programming. These programs, 
many of which feature JLCO members, 
include the celebrated Jazz for Young 
People™ family concert series; the 
Essentially Ellington High School 
Jazz Band Competition & Festival; the 
Jazz for Young People™ Curriculum; 
Let Freedom Swing; educational 
residencies; workshops; and concerts 
for students and adults worldwide. 
In 2015, JALC launched Blue Engine 
Records; its recent albums include A 
Swingin’ Sesame Street Celebration and 
The Democracy Suite. More: jazz.org. 

SIOBHAN STAGG, 
SOPRANO

Soprano Siobhan Stagg is one of 
today’s leading lyric artists. As a 
former member of the Deutsche 
Oper Berlin ensemble, she has sung 
Pamina in The Magic Flute, Tytania 
in A Midsummer Night’s Dream and 
Micaëla in Carmen, and has since 
performed major roles at Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, the Royal Opera House at 
Covent Garden, Opernhaus Zürich, 
Staatsoper Berlin and Bayerische 
Staatsoper, among other companies. 
In 2025-26 she debuts as Juliette 
in Roméo et Juliette at State Opera 
South Australia, Adalgisa in Norma 
at Irish National Opera and Antonia/
Stella in Les Contes d’Hoffmann at 
Deutsche Oper Berlin, and appears in 
concert with Melbourne Symphony, 
Staatskapelle Dresden, Trondheim 
Symphony, Nord Deutscher Rundfunk, 
Orchestre National de Lyon and 
Orchestre National du Capitole 
de Toulouse. She also returns to 
London’s Wigmore Hall in recital with 
Jonathan Ware. She received the Key 
to the City of Mildura in 2023. More: 
lewishollandartistmanagement.com, 
siobhanstagg.com. 
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ENSEMBLE PROFILES      OCT-NOV

MINNESOTA CHORALE
KATHY SALTZMAN ROMEY, 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
BARBARA BROOKS, 

ACCOMPANIST AND  
ARTISTIC ADVISER

The Minnesota Chorale, principal 
chorus of the Minnesota Orchestra 
since 2004, in 2023 marked the 50th 
anniversary of its first appearance 
with the Orchestra. Its recent 
collaborations with the Orchestra 
include performances of Puccini’s 
Turandot, Mozart’s Requiem, Johannes 
Brahms’ Schicksalslied and the U.S. 
premiere of Eleanor Alberga’s Rise Up, 
O Sun!, as well as the world premiere 
of brea(d)th by Carlos Simon and 
Marc Bamuthi Joseph. In March 
2026, the Chorale will collaborate 
with the Orchestra in performances 
of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. 
Founded in 1972 and led since 1995 
by Artistic Director Kathy Saltzman 
Romey, the Chorale is Minnesota’s 
preeminent symphonic chorus 
and ranks among the foremost 
professional choruses in the U.S. 
More: mnchorale.org.
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Sara Payne*
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Pemberton*
Sara Ann Pogorely
Jennifer Sylvester*
Emily Thompson
Karen R. Wasiluk
ALTO
Jill H. Apple 
Kate Biederwolf
Lauren Bird*
Sara Boss
Liz Buckingham
Susan Druck*
Marcia K. Evans*
Debra Gilroy*
Lindsey Hartjes
Heather A. Hood*
Siri Jorstad
Leanne Kampfe
Beth Kellar-Long
Patricia Kent*
Jenny Kisner
Megan Kosse
Marcia 

Laningham*
Celia McCoy
Danica McDonald
Molly Palmer
Krista J. 

Palmquist*
Barbara S. Prince*
Sydney Rabata
Joy E. Roellinger*
Mary Schultz
Elizabeth 

Sullivan*
Marcia VanCamp
Suzanne Wiebusch
Courtney Wiley
TENOR
Sam Baker*
Don Barbee
Dylan Bindman
Daniel Borup*
Patrick L. Coleman
Benjamin Cooper
Chris  

Crosby-Schmidt
Thomas Jermann
Tom Knabel
Andrew Kreye*

Andy McCullough*
Scott D. McKenzie
David Mennicke*
Kevin Navis
Jeffrey Nielsen
Mark Pladson
Jeffrey J. Raehl*
Carlos  

Rodriguez-Russo
Patrick Romey*
Luke Slivinski*
Walter Tambor*
Mark Trease
John Wasiluk
Brian Winter
Ty Wottrich

BASS
Riley Ano*
Scott Chamberlain
Steve Cramer*
Steve Dahlberg*
Mark Garner*
Stefan Gingerich
David  

Goudzwaard-
Vaught*

John R. Henrich
Dustin Hertzog
Jim Hild
Steven Hodulik*
David Jorstad
Evan Kelly
Frankie McLeod
Thomas Mondry
Eric Carlisle 

Nelson
Robert Oganovic
Nathan Oppedahl
Bob Peskin*
Jason Qualls
Jerry Rubino*
Benjamin 

Shermock*
Joseph 

Tambornino*
Douglas Toavs
Michael R. 

Tomlinson*
Rick Wagner*

* section leader

SOPRANO
Beth Althof*
Ivy S. Bernhardson 
Penny Bonsell
Alyssa K. Breece*
Deborah 

Carbaugh*
Jane  

Crosby-Schmidt
Catherine  

Crosby-Schmidt*
Gina K. Cruciani 

Brunhuber
Laurel E. Drevlow*

Rachel Finnes
Cassie Gribbon
Michelle Hayes*
Susanne Hoy
Kitri Lingberg
Elizabeth 

Longhurst*
Pamela 

Marentette*
Meghan McCabe
MaryLynn 

Mennicke
Merilu Narum
Alyssa Northrop*
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!
We are grateful to the generous donors whose Guaranty Fund gifts  

help sustain the Minnesota Orchestra each year.

PRESENTER’S CIRCLE
$100,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Phillip Bohl,  

in memory of Janet Bartels 
C. Curtis Dunnavan* 
Martha Head 
Charlie Johnson 
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale 
Al and Kathy Lenzmeier 
Nancy and John Lindahl 
Marilyn Carlson Nelson 
Dr. Jennine and John* Speier
Margaret V.B. Wurtele

$50,000 – $99,999
Margee and Will Bracken 
Kathy and Charlie Cunningham* 
Dr. Stanley M. and  

Luella G. Goldberg 
Rosemary and David Good 
Kathy* and John Junek 
Lawrence Family Foundation/ 

Dr. Mary and Jim Lawrence 
Linda and Warren Mack 
Katie and Bill Miller 
David and Leni Moore  

Family Foundation 
Christina and Terry Schopfer 
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks

$25,000 – $49,999
Trudi Anderson and Joseph Green
Julie and Doug Baker, Jr. 

Foundation  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Evan Carruthers
Gary B. Cohen
John W. Dayton
Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Chip and Vicki Emery
Beverly and Richard* Fink
Lorraine R. Hart
Arthur Higinbotham
Karen* and Stanley Hubbard
Cynthia and Jay Ihlenfeld
Angela and Patrick Mahoney
McVay Foundation
Dr. Rick and Jean* Simmons
Jean and Robert* Spong
Dennis Stanton
Catherine R. and Steven Webster 
Laurel and Frank* Winsor

$15,000 – $24,999
Darren Acheson and  

Carol Peterson
Susan and Richard Anderson
Mary Arneson, in memory of  

Dale Hammerschmidt
Brent and Jan Assink
Martha and Bruce Atwater
Maria Bales
Rochelle and Jeff Blease
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Kathleen and Paul Campbell
Ellie Crosby –  

The Longview Foundation
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Joel and Mary Ann Elftmann
Kathleen and Gerald* Erickson
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Cynthia Goplen and  

Michael Roos
Margot and Paul Grangaard
The Gerald and Patrice Halbach 

Charitable Fund
David Hanson and  

William Biermaier 
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
Deborah Healey
Thomas Herr and  

Kathryn Newsome-Herr
Orville C. Hognander, Jr.*
Carmelle and Byron Jackson
John and Kris Kaplan
Karen and Lloyd Kepple
Margaret Kinney
Michael Klingensmith and  

Ruth Shields
Nivin and Duncan MacMillan 

Foundation
Michael Merrick
Sandy and Bob* Morris
Paradis Family Fund
Angela Pennington and  

W. Anders Folk
Karla Robertson
Charles Sorenson
Dee and Gordy Sprenger
Trudy and John Wilgers
Sri and Aks Zaheer

$10,000 – $14,999
Anonymous (1)
Judee Arnstein and  

Michael Lindsay
Mary Kay Arthur
Jerry L. Artz
Jim and Karen Ashe

Emily and Eric Backstrom
Lilia and Artur Bacu
Jeannine and Robert Befidi
Dr. and Mrs. Ford Watson Bell
Ruth and John Bergerson
Annie and Jeff Betts
Terry Boksberger
Sarah Brew and Family
Rodney and Barbara Burwell 

Family Foundation
E. Tim Carl
Richard and Mari Carlson
Karri and Mark Copman
Jeanne Corwin
David and Kitty* Crosby
Rosemary T. Dahl
Camie and Jack Eugster
Cathy and Jack* Farrell
Michelle Fitzgerald and  

Jonathan Guyton
Terrance Fox
FRIENDS of the Minnesota Orchestra
James M. and Elizabeth K. Fulford
Bill and Penny George
Bill and Paula Glade
MaryAnn Goldstein and  

David Benditt
Joan Gram
Karen and David Grandstrand
Jane and David Gregerson
Sieglinde and Edward Grivna
Crystal and Jerome Hamilton
The John and Cynthia Hart Fund
Heidi and Chris Hedberg
Karen and John Himle
Milla and Phil Isaacson
Melinda and Michael S. Jones
Nancy and William Jones
Barbara Jordan
Nancy and Bob* Kloehn
Eric D. Levinson
Helen E. and Daniel T. Lindsay 

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Martin Lueck and Mallory Mullins 
Mike and Mary Maeser
Kelly McQueen
Charles and Carolyn Meyer
Anne W. Miller
David Miller and  

Jennifer Melin Miller
Monica Murphy
Mike and Linda Murrell
Tom Newton
Cindy and Cully Olmanson
David and Karen Olson  

Family Foundation
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Mike and Eileen Ostrem
Ernest, Caryl and John Pierson
Heidi and Dick Poey
Lois and John Rogers
Abigail Rose and Michael J. Blum
Kathy Ross
Mark and Mary Sigmond
Jacqueline Smith
Thomas Søndergård and  

Andreas Landin
Miriam and James Stake
Julie Howe Stewart
Mary and Greg Sumners
Gregg Thomas and Carol Downie
Steven Thompson
John Thomson
Brian and Lisa Tilzer
Marcia K. Townley
Judy and Paul Trump
Roz Tsai and Chen Wong
Robert and Katherine Tunheim
Erik van Kuijk and  

Virginia van Kuijk Brooke
Osmo Vänskä and Erin Keefe
Trish and Ed Vaurio
Jim* and Linda Wallace
Laysha Ward and Bill Kiffmeyer
David Watkins
Liz and Tim Welsh
Carole and Rick* Wiederhorn
James Zeese and  

William Herrmann

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE
$7,500 – $9,999
Bruce T. Anderson
William and Kristin* Bahl
Barry Berg and Walter Tambor
George and Denise Bergquist
Terry Boksberger 
Shari and David* Boehnen
Michael and Carol Bromer
Gisela Corbett and Peter Hyman
Laurie and Ed Greeno
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung
Connie and Bruce Langager
Marlys and Robert Melius
Marilyn L. Nelson
Thomas Otto
Kit Reynolds and Mike Schwimmer
Thomas D. and Nancy J. Rohde
Lauren and Peter Routhier
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
Jody Strakosch and Bill Umscheid
James D. Torbert

$5,000 – $7,499
Anonymous (2)
Mark and Leslie Aksomitas
Ellen Archibald
Susan and Lloyd Armstrong
Karen Bachman
Allen and Andra Barnard
In memory of June and Sid Barrows

Christopher and Tiffany Brand
Carolyn* and Bob Brix
Sandra and David Brown
Jean and Bruce Carlson
Dr. Emmett F. Carpel and 

Katherine Meehan
Dorothy and Douglas* Chapman
James Chase
Anne Cheney and Stuart Mitchell
Julie and James Chosy
Paul and Edna Christopherson 

Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Jay and Page Cowles
Susan and Dick Crockett
Gary R. Cunningham
Wendy W. Dayton
Mary Delaney
Thomas* and Mary Lou Detwiler
Hyacinth Diehl
Mary Dolan –  

The Longview Foundation
The Family of Mary Louise Dresser*
Dave and Pat Drew
Jayne and Jim Early
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Stembler
James and Elizabeth Ericksen
Lee Ann and Jeff Ettinger
Cathie and Jerry* Fischer
Mina Fisher and Fritz Nelson
Eugene U. and Mary F. Frey  

Family Fund  
of The Saint Paul Foundation

Betsy Frost and Charlie Anderson
Martha Gabbert
Ellen Gallagher
James and Julie Gasper
Charles A. Geer Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Leland and Beverly Gehrke
Tim Geoffrion
Michael Gillis and  

Gretchen Schnell
Joline Gitis and Dr. Steven Miles
Lynn A. Glesne
John and Barbara Goergen
William Goetz
John and Joanne Gordon Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Grinnell Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Roger Gross and Mary Dunnavan
Joseph and Deirdre Haj
Drs. Greg and Angie Hatfield
Dori Helmer
Polly Henderson
David Hilden and Julie Railsback
Linda Hoeschler and  

Peter Blyberg
Nancy and Spencer Holmes
Jon and Beverly Holt
Dorothy J. Horns and  

James P. Richardson
Fran* and Arthur Horowitz

Dr. Charles Horwitz
Ruth and John Huss
Nancy Hylden and  

Peter McLaughlin
Cathryn and Dale Jacobson
Norman Jensen, in memory of 

Joyce Sheffer
Sally* and Chuck Jorgensen
Warren and Patty Kelly
Melissa and Peter Kim
Andrea and Robert Kircher
Tim and Karen Klevar
Lindsay J. Kruh
Anita Kunin
Diane and Daniel* Latham
Darlene and David Lee
Ilo and Margaret Leppik
Fern D. Letnes
Sheila and Stephen Lieberman
Marissa Lingen and Mark Gritter
John R. Litch
Dave and Peggy Lucas
Mike Luger and Nancy Heim
Holly MacDonald and  

John Orbison
Carol Ann and Harvey Mackay
Helmut and Mary Maier
Stephanie and Phillip Martineau
Mary and Brenda
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Noah and Beth Ann Monsen
Ann and Alfred Moore
Judith Moore
Katherine Murphy
NaLa Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Curt D. Nelson
Tamrah and Stephen O’Neil
Donald G. and Beverly J. Oren 

Charitable Gift Fund
Mary Ella Pratte and  

David Donahoo
William and Sue Roberts
Stephen and Tiffany Roemer
Kamas and Carlye Rooney
Meg and Clayton Rudolph
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Donald E. Ryks and  

Mary Anne Ryks
Linda and Steven Sandvig
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Carol and Rick Seaberg
Marlene and Thomas 

Shaughnessy
Rebecca and John Shockley
Douglas and Katherine Skor
William and Marcelyn Smale
Peter Spokes
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Barbara J. Telander
Anthony Thein
Mary Hershberger Thun and 

David Thun
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Dr. Jorge Velosa and  
Dr. Chris Sigurdson

Edward Wagner
Dee Weaver
Betty Ann and Cornie Wiens
Steven Williamson
Rear Admiral Ray C. and  

Jean K. Witter
Martha Wren
Sandra and Dale Wucher

$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous (7)
Ronald L. Abrams and  

Joanne B. Rogin-Abrams
Dennis P. Albrecht
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Sara Viker Althoff and  

Terry Althoff
Ross and Karen Alwin
JoAnn and Tom Ambrose
Suzanne Ammerman
Don and Rose Andersen
Nina Archabal
Eldon Arden
Martha Goldberg Aronson and 

Daniel Aronson
Annette Atkins
Josephine M. Bahl
Carole and Doug* Baker
Karen Baker
Janet and Mary Balej
Cecil Bassett and  

Russell Sherman, in memory of 
Opal Baltz Bassett

Muriel J. Bebeau
Sue Bennett
Russ and Becky Bierbaum
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Elizabeth and Joseph Brama
Fredric and Deborah Bremseth
Tyrone and Delia Bujold
Dr. Krzysztof Burhardt and 

 April L. Spas
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
Phillip M. and Cheryl A. Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Benton J. Case, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Collins Cavender
Arnold Chu and I-ming Shih
Drs. C. Scott and Nerissa Collins
Andrew Compton and  

Melissa Grette-Compton
Paula Cooney and Aldo Walker
Ted and Carol Cushmore  

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Ken and Linda Cutler
Michaelanne Degrood
Richard and Lucille DeRemee
Greg DeWitt
Megan and Dennis* Doyle
Joyce and Hugh Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Carolyn and Don Egeberg

Clare Eisenberg and  
Colin Carleton

John J. Erickson
Keith* and Leanna Erickson
Sally and Michael Feder
Jordan and Jenny Focht
Patricia R. Freeburg
Daniel and Carol Frenning
John and Karen Froelich
Jim and Bobbi Gahlon
Michael Gast and  

Joan Christenson,  
in memory of Gary C. Gast

Joyce and Charles Gauck
Lisa Gault
Claire Givens and  

Andrew Dipper
Jennifer Gross
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Guerino
Roger B. Hallgren, M.D.
Dr. James and Dorothy Halverson
Rieke and Craig Hankins
Burt Hara, in loving memory of 

Julie Hara
Bea and Ron Hasselmann
Linda and Jeffrey Hernes
Helen and Curt Hillstrom
Diane and Tony Hofstede
David and Marjorie* Hols
Sondra W. Howe, in memory of 

Robert B. Howe
Penny Hunt
Sally Hwang
Sally and David Hyslop
Garin Ipsen
Andrea and Gary* Iseminger
Frank and Roxy Janezich
Ann Jennen and Bruce Jacobs
Gail M. Jones
Kelly and Hans Kabat
Andrew and Virginia Kass
Chuck and Kathleen Kauffman
Janice and Robert Keefe
Rosemary M. Kessler
Nancy and Jared Kieling
Ann and Matthew Kinney,  

in memory of Carolyn Miller
Judith Ann Kinsey*
Karen and Stephan Kistler
David J. Klaiber
Brian Kleinke and  

Erin Winchell
Nita Krevans
Cleo Kriesel
Barbara and Robert Kueppers
Kristi LaLonde
Julie Lange
Nancy M. Lange
Barbara Larson
Kristin Lee
Sally and Ernest Lehmann  

Family Fund, in memory of 
Sally Lehmann

Andrew Luger and  
Ellen Goldberg Luger

Mary Ellen and John Lundsten
Mark and Becky* Lystig
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Lindsey Main and Peter Downie
Karen Margolis and  

Robert Simonds
James and Jane Matson
Mary and Ron Mattson
Barbara McBurney
Sam* and Patty McCullough
Anne McKinsey, in memory of 

Mary Earl McKinsey
Mr. and Mrs. Todd McVay
Mary and Bob Mersky
Lucy C. Mitchell –  

The Longview Foundation
Beverly Montgomery
Susan Moore and  

Douglas Winn
Tom and Conchy Morgan
Gillian and Roy Myers
Phyllis and Robert Narveson
Claire and Gary Nelson
Cory Nelson
David and Valerie Pace
Minsok Pak and  

Carrie Shuchart
Richard Palmer, in memory of 

Elizabeth Palmer Meisinger 
and Ruta Palmer

Ashley Perala
Susan J. Perkins
Gary N. and Barbara J. Petersen
David and Helen* Peterson
Dwight and Marjorie* Peterson
Joseph Petrick and Janet Boss
Brian Pietsch and  

Christopher Hermann
Anne and John Polta
Nancy and James Proman
Beth Rapier and Tony Ross
Kevin Rhodes and Melinda Lopes
Remele Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Mark and Beth Robbins
Sandra Bemis Roe
Rich Rolfs and  

Mary Zygmunt-Rolfs
Susan Roosenraad
Tamara and Michael Root
Burton G. Ross and  

Cynthia Rosenblatt Ross Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Lisa Rovick and Bruce Simpson
Peter J. Rue
R.T. Rybak and Megan O’Hara
John and Carolyn Sandgren
Shirley and Michael Santoro
Luke Schallinger
Jon Schasker* and  

Deborah Carlson
Buddy Scroggins and  

Kelly Schroeder
Craig and Mariana Shulstad
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Roger and Molly Sit
Richard and Mary Jo* Skaggs
Schele and Phil Smith
Eric and Mary Snustad
Steven and Gwen Starr
George and Betty Kay Stein
Robert and Sandra Stein
William and Mary Steinbicker
Chichi Steiner and Tom Rassieur
Dr. John and Jennifer Stoltenberg
Dr. Phillip and Jessica Stoltenberg
Mary J. Streitz
Donald M. Sullivan, in memory of 

R. Patricia Sullivan
John L. Sullivan Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Claudia* and Dick Swager
Marsha and Gary* Tankenoff
Mayer and Elizabeth Tapper
Judith Tarabek
Murray Thomas and  

Stephen Davis
Barbara N. Thorkelson
Timothy J. Thorson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
Ross Tolbert
Louise A. Town, M.D.
Jennifer Twaddle and  

Jeremy Warring
Tom and Bonnie Umhoefer
Stephanie C. Van D’Elden
Sharon Van Dyck and 

 Rick Kelber
John Velin and Jane Harper
Kate and Vince Walker
Kimberly and Peter Walsh
George E. Warner, Jr.
William and Barbara Welke
Rev. Don Allan Wells*
Pamela R. Weston
Lawrence and Sherri Wick
John* and Nedra Wicks
Marion and Dave* Williams
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
Eleanor and Fred Winston –  

The Longview Foundation
Rita Wolf
Glenn and Teri Woythaler
Deborah Wright,  

in memory of Katie
Douglas and  

Laurinda Sager Wright
Drs. G. Kevin Zhang and  

Anna Y. Hsu

CONCERTMASTER’S 
CIRCLE
$1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous (27)
Alden and  

Elizabeth (Bette) Abraham 
Charitable Gift Fund

John and Cheryl Adolphson
James and Anne Afdahl

Doug Affinito Charitable Gift Fund
Susan and Jim Ahrens
Janet Albers
Rebecca Albers
Erica and Thomas Allenburg
Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Jeff Anderson -  

House of Note
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Steven Anderson and  

Barbara Randolph-Anderson
John and Dr. Virginia Lupo Ankeny
Lauren and Greg Anthony,  

in memory of  
Elizabeth Borland Lintelman

Elaine Anton
Michael and Yoshie Babcock
Jon Bader
Jo and Gordon Bailey  

Family Fund of the Catholic 
Community Foundation

Jason and Allison Bakke
Thomas and Jill Barland
Shane Bartleson and  

Jan Nickolai
Charles Baxter
Nannette Beckley
Elisabeth Bennett
Mary Anne* and Donald Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Berg
Chip and LuAnn Berglund
Denise and Jon Beusen
Carolyn Bisson and Richard Miller
Susan J. Blumentals
Ellen Bogardus-Szymaniak
Janet Kelly Bohan
Mrs. John R. Borchert*
Dean Borghorst
Jeff Bowar
Shamayne and Charlie Braman
Andy Brehm
James Bremer
Ellen* and Jan Breyer
Tom Brix
Glen Brondyke
Ronnie and Roger Brooks
Nancy S. Brown
John and Nancy Bruggeman
Kristen Bruya and  

Andy Chappell
A.S. Buchanan
Vicki Bunker
Martha A. and Ronald F. Caldwell
Anne Wright Campbell
Joan and Gary Capen
Erin and Tim Carlson
Jon and Jean Carlson
Ruth and Alan* Carp
Mary Lou Judd Carpenter
Linda Caruthers
Alice Cederberg
Niels Chapman
Yvonne Cheek and  

Mike Kirkwood
Bill and Nancy Child

Ann and Bruce Christensen
Eugene and Kay* Christenson
Edmund and Harriett Chute
Dean* and Patricia Clarke
Susan Clift
Joan Cochran and  

Matthew Crellin
Doris Cogelow
Melissa Cohen Silberman and 

Sheldon Silberman
Charlie and Lisa Corcoran
Eva Cordes
Dr. James and Roberta Craig
Mary Croft
Bonnie Crum
John Cushing and Martha Joy
Jeffrey and Dawn Daehn
Mr. Peter Dahlberg
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Sharon M. Danes and  

Bob Milligan
Davidson Family Fund
Linda and Philip Dech
Susan H. DeNuccio
Nina and Anthony DiAngelis
Dennis J. Dietzler, Esq.
Daniel and Margaret Donoghue
David Doty
John and Maureen Drewitz
Marian Ducharme and  

David Lindblom
Ruth S. Duffy
Laura and Tim Edman
Suzanne Edwards
Brad and Cindy Eggen
The Ekdahl Hutchinson  

Family Fund
Tracy Elftmann
Evelyn Emerson
Jane Emison
Alexa and Stephen Fang
Michael and Diane Feldman
Rev. Ann Fenlason
Dennis and Joyce Findley
Wanda Fingalson
Margaret (Peg) Flanagan*
The Connie Foote  

Family Fund
Karen Ford
Silas and Vicki Ford
Salvatore Silvestri Franco
Kenneth* and Gwendolyn Freed
Frush Family Foundation,  

Jeffrey and Mary Frush
Kristin and Matthew Fulkerson
Mary and Jay Gallagher
Vicki and Peter Gallus
Nathan and Lori Gardner
Nancy Geiger
Steve Gentile and  

William Hendrickson
Steven Gibson
Ken and Lynn Gilmore
Dean and Susan Gisvold
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Dorothy Gjerdrum
Steve Gordon and  

Mary “Pat” Gavan-Gordon
Laura Gorman
Marsha and Richard Gould
Mary Graf
Dr. Todd Grant and  

Debra Nelson-Grant
Myra and Roger* Greenberg
Mary and Thomas Gross
Paula and Michael Gross
Jane L. Grunklee
Jean Christianson Grussing and 

Bruce D. Grussing  
Family Fund

Robert and Julie Guelich
Ellen Guerin
Terrie Gwen
Bruce and Judith Hadler
Mr. Jim Haglund
Donald and Marion Hall
Ken and Suanne Hallberg
Mark and Lana Halldorson
Patricia L. Hanauer
Charlene Hara
Thomas Hatch and  

Stacy Mattingly
Drs. Gordon Haugan and  

Mary Meyer
Dr. Elisabeth Heefner
Don Helgeson* and  

Sue Shepard
Jennifer Herman
William Hession
Carrie and Richard Higgins
Rich and Jodi Hill
Judith and Walter Hinck
Paul and Carol Hinderlie
Barbara Walters Hodges
Shirley Hogan
Karen Lundmark Holmes
Jean McGough Holten
Stanley and Jane Hooper
Andy Horstman and Mary Perry
Marylyn and Kent Howe
Dr. Tina Huang
Michael Huck
Carlton Hunke* and  

Kate Haugen
Steven and Barbara Isaacson
Brian Jacobs
Dr. Pamela Jaworski and  

Paul Maus
Warren and Barbara Jeffers
The Jeffs
Kathy and Roy Jenson
Susan Jerutis
Audrey Aronson Johnson
Bonnie M. Johnson
Guy and Jean Johnson
Mick and Susan Johnson
Paul R. Johnson and  

Jane L. Hogan
The Reverend Russell and  

Mrs. Susan Johnson

James W. and  
Connie L. Johnston

Tom Joyce
Jeanie and Paul Kaeding
Georgia and Joe Kandiko
Edward and Irene Kaplan
Dr. Martin and Carole Kaplan
Shirley and Arnie Kaplan
Kathryn E. Keefer
Kate Kelly and Todd Katopodis
Marilyn and John Kemme
Mary and Steven Kennedy
Mike Kesti
William Kindler
Monica King, PhD
Martin J. Kirsch*
Susan Kressin and  

James Radtke
Judith Krow and  

David MacMillan*
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and 

Michael Walsh*
James Kunz
Harold and Grace Kurtz Fund
Carol Lacey
Jose Lamela Jr.
Lynn Langit
Carol A. Larson
Kenyon S. Latham
Hilda Lauriello
Benjamin and Ruth Leadholm
Tom and Sue Leaf
Anne and Charles Leck
Darlene Lee
Dr. Ignatius Lee
Karen S. Lee
Gordon E. Legge and  

Wendy Willson Legge
Ruth and David Legvold
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Julie Lin, MD, MPH
Virginia Lindow
Winnie and Keith Lindstam
John Lindstrom
Jeffrey Locke
Shu Situ Loewenstein
George Logan and  

Susan Holman
Gloria Luger
Wendy Lukaszewski
Carl and Evangeline Lundstrom
Sarah Lutman
Barbara Lyall
Karen and Alex MacMurdo
John Madura
Stephen and Kathi Austin Mahle
Dorothy and Toby Markowitz
Lawrence and Paulette Massa
Phyllis Mattill
Randy and Kathy Mattson
Joseph Matula
Kay and Mike* McCarthy
Mary McCary
Candace McClenahan
Mark McDonald

Donn and Bonnie McLellan
Mary H. and J. Milo Meland 

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Tom Melchior
Harry and Marilyn Meline Trust
Stephen and Margaret Meyers
Susan and Geoff Michael
William C. Michaelis and  

Ellory Christianson
Dr. Tim Miley and Dr. Mary Miley
David Miller,  

in memory of Mary Dew
Joan Miller and  

Wayne Thomson
John W. Miller, Jr.
Linda J. Miller and Paul Bruer
Michael Miller
Jim Miner and John Easton*
Jannell Mohn
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Moller
Inar and Susan Morics
Joon and Jim Mornes
Chris and Jack Morrison
Ann Morrissey and  

Bruce Jacobson
Gordon and Nina Mosser
Carolyn Mueller
George E. Muellner
Jean and Don Mueting
Mary and Peter Mulier
Gwen and Mason Myers
Jeff N. and John F.
Sarah L. Nagle
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Neal, Jr.
Peter Nealy
Barbara and John Nellermoe
Marybeth Nelson
Sue and Doug Nelson
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
Win and Christie Neuger  

Family Foundation
Lucia Newell and Steven Wiese
Richard and Joan Newmark
Kurt and Sandra Niederluecke
Donald Nordstrom
Bud and Karen Nordstrom
Sheri and Paul Notaro
John and Patricia Nyman
Marjorie Nyquist, in memory of  

R. Stanford Nyquist
Amy Groszbach and  

Dr. John O’Brien
Cheryl O’Connell
Eugene and Julia Ollila
Neil and Gail Olszewski
Ruth and Ahmad Orandi
Susie Osaki Holm
Mary Claire Owen
Joan Palmquist
Derrill Pankow and Al Bradley
Sotirios Parashos and  

Christina Phill
Paul Park
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Robert and Julie Paschke
Dr. Donald Pastor
Marcia Peck and  

David Kamminga
Suzanne and Richard Pepin
Ann and Bob Perkins
Jim and Donna Peter*
Tom Peterson
Ben and Christine Phelps
Kay Phillips and  

Jill Mortensen Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Kay Pickett
Mark and Janet Pladson
Anita and James Platt
David and Susan Plimpton
Joe and Sara Pohlad
Marilyn Pyle
Gail Reich
Suzanne and Don Renwick
Therese Richard
Bonnie and Tim Rietz
Jane Riley-Koll
Karen E. Robinson
Sheldon* and Shawn Rockler
Peg Roessler and Loren Sinning
Paul F. and Eugenie Rolvaag
Kathy and Patrick Romey
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Barbara L. Rossow
David and Kathy Rothenberger
John and Susan Ryan
Julie Schlueter
E. Nick and Karen Schmit
Richard Schmitter
Kenneth Schram
Catherine Schubilske
Jodi and Lizzie Schwegman
Bonnie Scott
Dr. Judith Scoville
Kathryn Sedo and Scott Beers
Donald Selinger
John and Jana Severtson
Alan and Linda Shapiro
Emily and Dan Shapiro
Gale Sharpe
David Shea, in memory of  

Gerry H. Shea
Susan and Lawrence Sheets
Linda and Tom Sheran
Morris Sherman and  

Marilyn Marker
Carolyn Shrewsbury
Gordon and Marianne Shumaker
Jack and Brenda Sielaff
James Skakoon
Jacquelyn and Alex Slepak
Dr. David and Dr. Vivien Smith
Dr. James and Joanne Smith
Kevin and Lynn Smith
Linda and J. Patrick Smith
R. and H. Smith Kayakers Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Kim Snow
Beth Snyder-Jones

Linnea Sodergren
Ardath Solsrud
Marilyn Somdahl
Curtis and Louise Speller
Rachael Spiegel
Daleen Stamas
George and Janet Stevens
Marcia and John Stout
Charles and Paula Streiff
Sylvia Strobel and  

Walter Lehmann
Jami Stromberg
Frank Stubbs and Tom Lee
Jessica Stumphy
Shane Swanson
C.B. Sweatt Foundation
Kathleen Sweetman and  

Jim Waight
Jerry Swenson
Lester and Darlene Swenson
Kaimay and Joseph Terry
Dr. Andrew J. Thomas
Daniel C. and Trudy Thompson
Peter and Michele Timmons
John Toso and  

Janet Johnshoy
Gerri Toyama
Bennett Trochlil
Eric J. Trosdahl and  

Larry Loyer
Carol and Lynn Truesdell
Robert and Betty Van Tassel
Nick and Linda VanDuzee
Paula Vesely
Marybeth and David Vigeland
John Vilandre
Carl Voss
Linda Wadsworth and  

Bob Downs
Michael A. Wagner
Bernie* and Jan Wagnild
Karen and Richard Wald
Bob Waldron
Mary and James Walus
Dr. Patrick Warfield and  

Kirsten Lies-Warfield
Suzanne and Hugh Watson
Richard Weber
David Wedel
Paul Wehling
Stephen and Carey Weiler
Chris and Jill Westermeyer
Pam Weston
Barbara C. White
Tom and Nancy Willette
Barbara and James Willis
Lani Willis and Joel Spoonheim
Gary Wilson and Tara Sutton
Estelle Winiecki
Nancy and Greg Winter
Barbara Winthrop
Jim Wise and  

Linnea Stromberg-Wise
Peg and Dick Woellner
Donna and Mike Wolsted

Doris Wong
Nicole and Kirt Woodhouse
Denise Woods
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Frank Zabel
Terry Zickrick

*In Remembrance

These listings are current as of August 15, 
2025. If your name has been inadvertently 
omitted or incorrectly listed, please 
accept our apology and contact the 
Development department at 612-371-
5600 or at support@mnorch.org.

For information on giving at these or  
other levels, please call Bonnie Marshall 
at 612-371-7122 or visit our website at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/waystogive.
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Anonymous (44)
Mary Adams
Sally M. Ahlcrona* 
Dennis Albrecht
Meredith B. Alden*
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Mary Alverson
Donald Amundson
Frances V. Anderson*
Karen L. Anderson and  

Dr. Karol L. Jensen*
Kenneth Gene Anderson*
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Trudi Anderson and Joseph Green
Elizabeth S. Andrews*
Mrs. DeWalt Ankeny, Sr.*
John and Dr. Virginia Lupo Ankeny
Evelyn and Stuart Lane Arey*
Susan and Lloyd Armstrong
Jerry L. Artz
William G. Asp*
Howard B. Atkin, M.D.
Elisabeth M. Ayers-Diemke*
Carole and Doug* Baker, Sr.
Edward* and Karen Baker
Julie M. and Douglas M. Baker, Jr.
Rosalyn and Michael Baker*
Mrs. Edward L. Bakewell, Jr.*
Earl* and Doris Bakken
Maria G. Bales
Allen and Andra Barnard
Bernard D. Barton in honor of 

Doris Barton
Jill and Christine Bartyzal
Sandra and James Bates
Richard S. Bauder*
Paul and Ruth Bauhahn*
Charles Baxter
Atherton and Winifred Bean*
Elinor Watson Bell*
Thomas D. Bell*
Mr. and Mrs. Judson Bemis*
Catherine Joan Benson
Marilyn C. Benson*
Ruth M. and Howard H. Berg*
Paul R. Berndt
Scott Berry and Kate Johnson
Arlene M. Besemann* 
Annie and Jeff Betts
Bruce and Arline Beutel*
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bicknell*
Robert and Rebecca Binder
Janis* and Susan Blumentals
Phillip Bohl and Janet Bartels*
Emily and Charles Boigenzahn
Bob Boldt*
Karen Bolstad*
Joan Bond*

Penny Bond and Chuck Grimsrud
Edward H. Borkon*
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Margaret and William Bracken
Robert D. Brendsel*
Dianne Brennan
Larry and Ellen Marie Brentzel
Christopher and Nancy Brewster
Ralph and Mary Brindle
David R. Brink*
Bob and Gail Brinkworth
Cynthia Eddy Britt*
Bob and Carolyn* Brix
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Carol and Michael Bromer
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence K. Bros*
Susan J. Bruce*
Richard Brunning*
Tyrone* and Delia Bujold
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
James P. Callahan*
Janet Callahan
Joan and Gary Capen
Deborah Carlson
Joe* and Pat Carlson
June Carlson and  

Katherine Carlson*
Richard and Mari Carlson
Leonard G. and  

Geraldine K. Carpenter*
Tom and Nicky Carpenter*
Richard Casement
Keith and Dona Caswell*
Mark and Robin Caufman
William and Nancy Child
Judith A. Christensen*
Dr. Nadia Christensen*
Katherine Christoffel*
The Paul Christopherson Family
Richard M. Cisek*
Dave and Carolyn Cleveland
Dr. and Mrs. John I. Coe*
Barbara Cohen
Robert Collins
Dave Colwell*
Elizabeth Cook*
Diane and Stanley Coombes
James P. Corson*
Michael and Catherine Crane
Alyce Mae Cranston*
Tom* and Ellie Crosby, Jr.
Marion Cross*
Charles* and Kathy Cunningham
Steven J. Curnow
Andrew Czajkowski
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Ann M. David*

Tom E. Davis
Sharon Davison* 
Kenneth N. and Julia W. Dayton*
Cy and Paula DeCosse
John and Sanja DeGarmo
Vi Victoria Deiro*
Laura Delavie
Carol and Charles M. Denny, Jr.*
Merlin* and Barbara Dewing
William C. and  

Corinne J. Dietrich*
Arline B. Dimond*
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Dixon*
Keith M. and Linda M. Donaldson
Esther B. Donovan*
Ernest F. Dorn*
Edna C. Downing*
Carl B. Drake, Jr.*
The Family of  

Mary Louise Dresser*
Holly Beth Duevel
Mary Beth Eagan
Morris and Marcia Eaton
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Richard Stembler
Jean R. Eckerly* in honor of  

Osmo Vänskä
Sally Economon*
Dr. Hugh and Joyce Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Kent and Katherine Eklund
Dr. E. Duane and  

Marlene* Engstrom
James E. Ericksen*
John J. Erickson
Harry and Nancy Ervin* 
Dr. Dan and Marilyn Erwin*
Pamela Étienne-Planche*
William Etter
Emogene Becker Evans*
Tom* and Corrine Feinberg
Mary Ann Feldman*
George A. Ferguson III
Gertrude Hill Ffolliott
Catherine C. Finch*
Birdie and Bob Fischer*
Donna Fiterman*
Mary Goff Fiterman*
Mr.* and Mrs. Henry Flesh
Teena Fletcher*
Matthew* and Marcia Floding
Victoria Fodor
Clifford C. Fortin, Ph.D.*
Charles and Tanya Foster*
Terrance L. Fox 
Clarence G. Frame*
Salvatore S. Franco

THE LAUREATE SOCIETY
The Laureate Society recognizes those who have included the  

Minnesota Orchestra in their estate plans.
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Leland and Marles Frankman
Shirley M. Frederick*
Dr. Daniel H. and Carol S. Frenning
Adele A. and Donald E. Garretson*
Michael Gast and  

Joan Christenson
Charles and Joyce Gauck
Regis F. Gaudet*
Leland and Beverly Gehrke
Lois and Larry Gibson*
Emma Gilbert*
Marvin and Randy Gilman*
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Bill and Paula Glade
Barbara E. Glas
Dr. Marvin E. Goldberg*
Dr. Stanley M. and  

Luella G. Goldberg
John and Lynn Goodwyne 
Dr. Fred Gordon*
Polly B. Gordon
Stephen Gordon
Robert and Ellen Green*
Laurie and Ed Greeno
Jane and David Gregerson
Thomas Allen Gregory* and 

Françoise deRochefort 
Thompson

Myrtle C. Grette*
George Grim*
Marjorie* and Joseph Grinnell
N. Bud* and Beverly Grossman
Joel M. Grover
Jane L. Grunklee 
Marise Evadne Gustafson* 

Memorial
Michelle Hackett
Evelyn Sonnack Halverson*
William H. Halverson
Antonia Hamilton 
Dale Hammerschmidt* and  

Mary Arneson
Ruth Evarts Hanold*
Donald T. Hansen*
Deborah Hanson
Joan Hanson*
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung 
Stella J. Hawkinson*
Heidi and Chris Hedberg
John and Jean Hedberg*
Reid and Cheryl Hegland
Roy P. and Barbara L. Heinrich
Kris and David Henderson
John D. Herman
Paul* and Jeannette Hermans
Fredrick J. Hey* and  

Toney Frampton*
Arthur E. Higinbotham 
Karen and John Himle
Walt and Judy Hinck
Leonard and Mary Lou Hoeft*
Susan Jane Fey Hoffe*

Al Hoffman*
Diane and Tony Hofstede
Gertrude Hognander*
Orville C. Hognander, Jr.*
Nancy J. Holland*
Cara Gould Holmberg and  

David Holmberg
Karen Lundmark Holmes
Spencer and Nancy Holmes
Deborah L. Hopp
Norma L. Hovden*
Bradley A. Hoyt
Kenneth Huber and  

Stephen Jon Hamilton
Hella Mears Hueg*
David and Wonhi Hurd
David and Sally Hyslop
Elizabeth J. Indihar*
Andrea and Gary* Iseminger
Brian E. Jacobs
Dale and Cathryn Jacobson
Janice Jacobson*
Sherry H. James* and  

James B. Preus*
Truman* and Leila Jeffers
Mrs. Blair Jenness*
Charlie Johnson 
Dr. and Mrs. Einar O. Johnson*
Dr. and Mrs. Frank E. Johnson*
Gregory and Mary Johnson
Gustave F. Johnson*
Jerry Johnson and Larry Montan
Klara Johnson*
Lori Johnson and James MacKay
Margaret L. Johnson
Marshall and Barbara Johnson
Mary and Ray Johnson*
Paul C. Johnson, Jr.*
Suzanne M. Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Inky Johnstone*
Gail M. Jones*
Lorna Jones*
Barbara A. Jordan
Charles R. and Sally B.* Jorgensen
Kathy* and John Junek
Richard Y. Kain
Drs. Scott and Julie Kammer
Dr. Markle and Charlotte Karlen*
Jeannine and Bill Karnes*
Laurie E. Karnes
David and Barbara Kearn
Mary Keithahn
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Keller*
Kearnan Kelly
Warren and Patty Kelly
David Keyes
Robin Keyworth and Steven Haasl
Jon N. Kietzer
Pamela Kildahl
Jonathon E. and Linda V. Killmer
Margaret L. Kilroe*
Pam and Dan Kjellman
Bernice L. Klask*

Kathryn Klibanoff and  
Jeremy Edes Pierotti

Jannette C. Koenen*
Donald R. Koessel*
Michael and Harriette Krasnoff
George and Louise Krause
Irene D. Kreidberg*
Nita Krevans
Rachel Krevans*
Felice and Mervin Kronfeld*
Judith Krow and David MacMillan*
Lindsay J. Kruh
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and  

Mike Walsh*
Harold P. and Grace A. Kurtz
Claude and Lorraine Lammers*
Kirk and Jane Landman
Anne Walker Langaard
Connie and Bruce Langager
Stephen C. Larson*
Dianne Plunkett Latham and 

Daniel W. Latham* 
Rianne L. Leaf
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale
David R. and Darlene A. Lee
Charlotte Lehman*
Stefanie Ann Lenway and 

Thomas Murtha
Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Tom and Rhoda Lewin*
Dr. F. Bruce Lewis*
Jon and Lisa Merklin Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Ward B. Lewis*
John and Nancy Lindahl
Clarkson* and Nancy Lindley
Barbara S. Longfellow*
Dawn M. Loven
Weiming and Caroline Lu*
Dr. Charles H. Luedtke
Wendy Lukaszewski
Patricia Lund*
Dennis Lundgren and  

Dale Simpson
Linda and Warren Mack
Christopher S. MacLennan
Kimberley A. MacLennan
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Patrick and Angela Mahoney
Richard Maier
Anita Makar*
Fred* and Karen Malver
Mary and Brenda
Dr. Donald S. Masler* 
Jane Dickey Matson
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Mauszycki
Sue McAllister
Candace L. McClenahan
Katie McCurry*
Mildred E. McGonagle*
Dan* and Pam McGowan
Mary Ann McGuire
Ann Marie McIntire
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Anne McKinsey
Mary Earl McKinsey*
Harriet and Bill* Mears
Roberta Megard*
Betsy and Roger Mehl
Tom Melchior
Marlys and Robert Melius
Paul Mellblom and Peter Farstad
Margaret and Walter Meyers*
William C. Michaelis
Marlys Joan Michels*
Anne W. and Eldon C.* Miller
Evelyn Miller*
Rudolph W. and Gladys D. Miller*
Mike and Carol Milligan
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Beverly Montgomery
Carol C. Moore
Gerald F. and Joyce G. Moran
Kristina K. Morden
Judy Morgan
Margaret Morris*
Jean Morrison
Cathy and John Muggee 
Betty Myers*
Douglas Myhra and  

John Clingerman*
James Nastoff
Art and Jan Nelson
Dr. Glen D. Nelson* and  

Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Marybeth Nelson
Paul and Terry Nelson
Rodney L. Nelson
Frederic D. Nemer, M.D.
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
Mabeth Neslund*
Ann Newhall* and  

Richard Schleuss
Brian and Angela Newhouse
Richard and Joan Newmark
Lois Nickles*
Frances Norbeck*
Dr. Joseph Norquist*
Scott and Sandy Nygaard 
Margaret O’Connor*
Elinor K. Ogden*
Dale and Nancy Olseth*
Marc Ondrechen and  

Shelly Rae Linnell
Gregory W. Onstad
Marsha and Warren Oskey
Bea Ourada
Marjorie G. Owen
Ruth Palmer and  

Lorelee Wederstrom
Anita M. Pampusch, Ph.D., and 

Frank J. Indihar, M.D.*
Louise M. Pardee*
Gordon C. and Harriet D. Paske*
Terry and Mary Patton
Donna L. Pauley*
Robert and Ruth Paulson*

Ruby Pediangco and  
Matt Shumway

Cora E. Peffer*
George T. and Jevne H. Pennock*
Susan J. Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Peter*
Lois Petersen
Alice L. Peterson
Carol A. Peterson
Robert G. Peterson*
Kay Pickett
Corinne Griffith Pillsbury*
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Pillsbury, Jr.*
Bruce and Kathleen* Pohlig 
Ivan M. Policoff*
David and Gaylene Poretti
Phyllis and Bob Porter
Jonathan and Mary C. Preus
David Price
Brian G. Prokosch and  

Trish Huberty Prokosch
Nancy and James Proman
Rudolph A. Ptak*
Judith and David Ranheim
David J. Rasmussen*
William and Betty Reber*
Ruth W. Redhead*
Elizabeth Reese-Marton*
Gail Reich and David Holter
Judy and Mike Ricart
Patricia S. Ringer*
Mr.* and Mrs. Walter M. Ringer, Jr.
Alison E. Roberts
Zachariah Roberts and  

Maia Lapic 
Karen E. Robinson
Mrs. John S. Roller*
John and Dorothy Roos*
Bob and Becky Rorke
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Kathy Ross
Berneen Rose Rudolph
Dale M. Rundell*
John M. and T. Eileen Russell*
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Ronald K. and Carol B. Rydell
Marilyn McGandy Ryerse* and 

William Ryerse* 
Warren R. Sagstuen
W. B. Saunders*
Jo Ellen and H.L. Saylor
Trevor Schaeffer
L. Joseph Schermann
Frederick (Fritz) Constans 

Scheurer* Memorial,  
Associate Principal Bass

Karl Scheurer* Memorial, 
Concertmaster

Paul H. Schmitt*
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Bob and Shirley Schon*
Bob* and Linda Schreiner
Russell G. Schroedl*
Thomas James Schuster*

Mendon F. Schutt Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Margaret J. Schweizer*
Dale and Kay Schwie
Regis and Ruth Seidenstricker*
Miriam Seim*
Jules Selcer*
Michael and Julie Serber
Jeanne L. Shank*
Laura* and Mike Shannon
Gale Sharpe
David M. Shea
Ruth M. Shipley*
John and Rebecca Shockley
Mariana and Craig Shulstad
Dr. Richard and Jean* Simmons
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
David and Dana Siskind
James Skakoon
Maryellen Skan and Peter W. Thiel
Margaret H. Skoglund*
Nicholas and Angela 

Skrowaczewski
Lee and Mary Slater*
Nancy Slaughter*
Holly Slocum
Arthur J. Smith* and  

Marcia L. Thoen 
Clayton Smith 
Jacqueline Smith
Joan T. Smith*
Mary L. Smith
The Soeffker Trust
Frank J. Sorauf*
Larry and Glenora Souther
Dr. Jennine and Jack* Speier
William* and Renate Sperber
Jean and Robert* Spong
Dee and Gordon Sprenger
Richard and Carol Stahl
Dennis Stanton
Loring M. Staples*
Norm* and Norma Steck
Lois Steer and Larry Peterson
Betty Kay and George Stein
David and Gwen Steinmeyer
Dr. Norman and Betsy Sterrie*
Julie Stewart
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Holly Streekstra
Ruth Stryker-Gordon*
Betty J. Sullivan*
James L.* and June A. Swartz
Rebecca and Glenn Taibl
Robert S. Takaichi*
Bruce R. Taylor* and  

Dennis M. Carey*
John J. Taylor
Barbara J. Telander
Kaimay and Joseph Terry
E. Scott Thatcher*
Paul Rexford Thatcher, Sr.*
Anthony Thein

ESTATE GIFTS      2025–26
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Supporting the Minnesota Orchestra is a 
meaningful way to share the joy of music 
with our community and beyond. Every 
performance connects people, inspires and 
enriches lives, thanks to you. Now is the 
perfect time to give in honor of someone 
special. Whether for a birthday, anniversary, 
upcoming holiday or simply to say “I’m 
thinking of you,” a tribute gift is a heartfelt 
expression of affection. 

Your gift is more than a kind gesture—it’s 
a tax-deductible donation that fuels your 
Orchestra’s artistry, education programs and 
community outreach. A meaningful gesture 
for your loved one, a powerful impact for all. 
Give today and let your tribute resound for 
years to come. 

minnesotaorchestra.org/give

A Time for Giving Joe and Lisa Thiegs
Charles L. Thiesenhusen, M.D.
Gregory J. Thomas and  

Carol M. Downie
Daniel and Trudy Thompson
Jean Thomson
Barbara N. Thorkelson
Timothy J. Thorson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
George and Marian Toren*
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Trautman
Rachel Trockman, M.D. and 

Mitchell Trockman
John and Marcia Turcotte*
Janice* and David Tweet
Thyrza Tyrrell*
Joseph and Jean Urista*
June and Vern Vendel*
Paula Vesely
Linda Wadsworth and  

Bob Downs
Angeline L. Walker*
Arnold and Helen Rice Walker*
Kirke W. and Ann Walker*
Mary Frances Walker
Gregory Wallin
Maxine H. Wallin*
Jack and Connie Wallinga*
William K. Wangensteen
Marcia Wattson
Lowell and Carol Weber*
Catherine Roessler Webster and 

Steven Webster
Donald Weesner*
Harvey R. Weesner*
Peter B. Weidner
Dick* and Kathy Welander
Drs. George and Marion Welton*
Tom and Arlene Weyl
Richard* and Carole Wiederhorn
John and Trudy Wilgers
David B. Williamson
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
Douglas Winn and Susan Moore
John and Renata Winsor*
Laurel and Frank H.* Winsor
Elizabeth M. Winston*
Gerald D. (Jay) Woldt*
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Margie and Woody Woodhouse*
Dale and Sandra Wucher
Mark W. Ylvisaker
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Leah Yotter
Aks and Sri Zaheer
Mr. and Mrs. Louis N. Zelle*
Steven and Rita Zellmer*
Joseph A.* and Elizabeth F. Zetah

*In Remembrance

If you would like information about 
planned giving, please contact  
Emily Boigenzahn at 612-371-7138 or 
eboigenzahn@mnorch.org.

2025–26      ESTATE GIFTS AND TRIBUTE GIFTS

65SHOWCASE NOVEMBER 2025      

MO_Donors_Nov-2025.indd   65MO_Donors_Nov-2025.indd   65 10/3/25   1:39 PM10/3/25   1:39 PM



GUARANTY FUND      2025–26

      SHOWCASE NOVEMBER 2025   66

CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS  
AND PUBLIC SUPPORT

The Minnesota Orchestra is grateful to the forward-thinking businesses and 
foundations that value the role of the arts in making our community strong and 
vibrant. Their generous support fuels dazzling musical experiences that enrich, 
inspire and serve people throughout Minnesota, across the country and around 

the world. To find out more about how your organization can play a part, 
contact David Afdahl at 612-371-7126 or dafdahl@mnorch.org.

Media Partner

This activity is made 
possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through 
a Minnesota State Arts 
Board Operating Support 
grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation 
from the arts and cultural 
heritage fund.

$250,000 AND ABOVE

Classical Season Sponsor

$50,000–$99,999

$100,000–$249,999

MO_Donors_Nov-2025.indd   66MO_Donors_Nov-2025.indd   66 10/3/25   1:39 PM10/3/25   1:39 PM



2025–26      GUARANTY FUND

67SHOWCASE NOVEMBER 2025      67

Andrews-Hunt Fund  
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Carlson Family Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney and 

The Dorsey & Whitney 
Foundation

Ecolab

Faegre Drinker and Faegre 
Drinker Foundation

Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron
The Hubbard Broadcasting 

Foundation
League of American 

Orchestras

Marie H. Ankeny Legacy Fund  
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Northern Trust
The Pentair Foundation
PNC Bank
Robins Kaplan LLP

$20,000–$49,999

$1,000–$4,999
The Amphion Foundation
Dellwood Foundation
Federated Insurance
Felice E. Kronfeld Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

John W. and Marcia T. 
Turcotte Fund  
of the Saint Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation

Margaret H. & James E. 
Kelley Foundation, Inc.

Minnesota Vikings

Onan Family Foundation
RBC Foundation – USA
Rodgers Classic Organs – 

Peggy Dahl-Bartunek
The Sieff Family Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Anna M. Heilmaier 

 Charitable Foundation
Boss Foundation
CBIZ Employee Benefits
Charlson Foundation
Clinton Morrison Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Fox Rothschild LLP

Fredrikson & Byron 
Foundation

HGA 
Kowalski’s Markets
M.A. Mortenson Company
Margaret Rivers Fund
Maslon
Mayo Clinic

The Midwest Radiology 
Foundation

Mortenson Family Foundation
SandCastle Foundation
Sir Speedy
Tennant Foundation

$10,000–$19,999
3M
Ballard Spahr LLP
Beaverdale Foundation
Carlson Companies 
Elizabeth C. Quinlan 

Foundation
Engage Print

Eugene U. and Mary F. Frey 
Family Fund  
of The Saint Paul 
Foundation

EY
Faribault Mill
George Family Foundation
Hoeft Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Jones Day
KNOCK, inc.
KPMG
Okabena Investment 

Services
Stinson
Thrivent Financial
William H. Phipps Foundation
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Playbill Travel has fully chartered AmaWaterways’ 
luxurious AmaMagna for our return to the upper 
Danube River. Following in the footsteps of 
our sold-out journey in 2017, we travel to the 
gorgeous locations of Bratislava, Vienna, Spitz, 
Linz and Passau. We will begin our journey in 
historic Budapest, Hungary and end in Vilshofen, 
Germany.

A cruise on the Danube River is the perfect chance 
to soak up the awe-inspiring architecture and 
breathtaking landscapes, with a great balance 
of adventure and relaxation, especially for our 
culturally curious travelers.

As with each Playbill Travel cruise, you will be surrounded by fellow theatre-lovers as you enjoy 
nightly cabaret concerts from our dazzling roster of Broadway’s brightest stars.

Join us for what promises to be one of the most beautiful and memorable Playbill Travel 
adventures ever.  

For more information visit PLAYBILLTRAVEL.COM.

To Reserve Your Cabin call
PLAYBILL TRAVEL at 866.455.6789

May 2–9, 2027
onboard amawaterways’ amamagna

Great Broadway talent to be announced!
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A cherished holiday tradition
612.377.2224 / guthrietheater.org

by CHARLES DICKENS
adapted by LAVINA JADHWANI
directed by ADDIE GORLIN-HAN

based on the original direction by JOSEPH HAJ

November 8 – December 28

A Christmas Carol

Tickets range from $41 to $148 (handling fees included) with discounts 
available for seniors, students and groups of 15 or more.

Sponsored by
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