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ABOUT THE COVER: Music Director Thomas Søndergård and the Minnesota Orchestra. Four Orchestra 
musicians solo in early December concerts, while Principal Horn Michael Gast retires mid-month.  
Photo: Travis Anderson Photo.
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Continued on page 10

NEWS     MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

  In December the Minnesota 
Orchestra is celebrating the many 
achievements of Principal Horn 
Michael Gast as he retires after 35 
years in the ensemble—including 21 
at the head of the horn section.

While growing up in Tallahassee, 
Florida, Gast started on cornet before 
switching to horn in 10th grade—
“because I liked the challenge and 
sound of the instrument,” he recalls—
but a career in music wasn’t a given 
outcome. “My father was a true rocket 
scientist who worked on the Saturn V 
moon shots, and I developed a solid 
science education,” he says. “I won a 
scholarship to the National Science 
Foundation Oceanography camp and 
considered a career in oceanography, 
but then I attended a music camp 
at FSU and thought I should 
pursue a career in music because it 

would be easier and more fun than 
oceanography; wrong!”

After committing to music, Gast 
studied with Dr. William Capps at 
Florida State University, then moved 
on to the Curtis Institute of Music. He 
began his professional career heading 
the horn section of the Jacksonville 
Symphony, where he met his 
violinist wife Joan, and then became 
assistant principal horn of the San 
Antonio Symphony before landing a 
position in the Minnesota Orchestra 
in 1990 under Music Director Edo 
de Waart. Gast eventually served 
several seasons as acting principal 
horn, and in 2004 Music Director 
Osmo Vänskä appointed him to the 
principal position. “I owe Osmo 
endless gratitude for such an amazing 
opportunity for the last 21 years,” 
Gast reflects.

CELEBRATING RETIRING PRINCIPAL HORN MICHAEL GAST
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Principal Horn Michael Gast accepting applause amid his colleagues at a Season 
Opening concert in September 2025.
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Looking back on a career in 
Minnesota he calls “a dream come 
true,” Gast names numerous 
highlights. “Some of my favorite 
concerts include all the international 
touring we did in the great halls of 
the world, in particular Bruckner’s 
Fourth and Mahler’s Fifth at the 
Royal Albert Hall with the BBC 
3 telecasts at the Proms. Playing 
Schumann’s Konzertstück for four 
horns was a real rush—I prepared for 
two years for that week. Another very 
special week was playing the Britten 
Serenade for Tenor, Horn and Strings 
with Jeffrey Tate; the tenor cancelled 
two weeks out and we brought in 
an up-and-coming understudy from 
the Met Opera, Matthew Polenzani, 
before he went onto a stellar career! 
Standing in front of this Orchestra 
to solo with Strauss and Mozart 
concertos are special memories, as 
well as the years being recognized 
with solo bows with an incredible 
horn section.”

Among the many things Gast will miss 
is the camaraderie with the Orchestra’s 
musicians—and he offers his gratitude 
to some “unsung heroes” of the horn 
section. “For decades freelancers did 
heavy lifting so I could have a nice 
sound for solos and concentrate on 
musical matters. Thanks to all of you 
who sat next to me!”

Gast also reflects often on the 
under-the-surface aspects that go 
into a performance, as well as the 
methods that have enhanced his 
musicianship. “There is quite a bit of 
mental gymnastics that go on during 
our rehearsals, concerts and home 
preparation,” he says. “It starts with 
how do you want to sound, and what 
is your message? What’s the timbre, 

articulation, demeanor—and how do 
you take it to an even higher level 
in your preparation and execution? 
Years ago I got into sports psychology 
to learn techniques to increase my 
performance success, and here are a 
few. No brain chatter, only the sound 
in your head, embracing the ‘Lizard 
Brain’ that is devoid of all except 
what you’re trying to play. Stay out 
of the way of yourself and stay ‘in the 
now.’ Play with intent and desire, and 
play with risk to attain your greatest 
and most convincing music.”

In closing, Gast comments: “I’m lucky 
I have had such a memorable career 
and look forward to supporting the 
Orchestra during my retirement. And 
many thanks to our audiences and 
staff. The teamwork evident in this 
organization is the envy of many 
cities.” Read an extended version 
of his retirement reflections at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/stories.

Gast at age 14 with his original musical 
instrument, cornet.
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REACHING HIGH: THE LINDAHL LEGACY

  In an interview about 
philanthropy, Nancy Lindahl—a 
Minnesota Orchestra Life Director and 
former Board chair—recounted advice 
that she and her husband, John, once 
received: “Stand on your tiptoes and 
reach higher than you ever thought 
you could.” 

It was counsel that these heavyweight 
philanthropists took to heart, and 
the list of nonprofits served and 
supported by the Lindahls is lengthy, 
ranging from Children’s Cancer 
Research to the Junior League, the 
Greater Twin Cities United Way and 
the University of Minnesota.

Their extraordinary, typically quiet, 
support of the Minnesota Orchestra is 
recognized this month with a concert 
dedication—timed with one of Nancy 
Lindahl’s favorite works, Dvořák’s 
Symphony No. 9—and the installation 
of signage designating the “Lindahl 
Auditorium” within Orchestra Hall. 
It all honors the substantial role the 
pair have played in the life of the 
Orchestra for decades. 

Nancy Lindahl’s connection to 
the organization extends to her 
childhood, when she attended 
concerts with her parents. She went 
on to chair the 1994 Symphony Ball, 
joining the Board in 1998 and being 
named a Life Director in 2016. During 
her 2023–25 tenure as Board chair, she 
led the organization through major 
artistic and administrative transitions 
and ignited the fundraising effort 
for the Upper Harbor Terminal 
Amphitheater. 

From the musicians’ perspective, 
her greatest legacy may well be 
her personal touch. Said Principal 
Bass Kristen Bruya: “Nancy really 
cares about us as people, and she 
has worked so hard to protect this 
institution and bring new supporters 
into the circle. It’s hard to overstate 
her impact. We are deeply grateful 
for the importance she and John 
place on art and music to make our 
community better.”
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Nancy Lindahl at the Minnesota 
Orchestra’s 2023 Symphony Ball.
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HOLIDAY GIFTS, RECORDINGS AND MORE!

  Good news for Minnesota 
Orchestra fans and holiday 
gift-givers: Orchestra Hall’s 
merchandise cart is open at all 
Orchestra concerts until the end 
of January’s Nordic Soundscapes 
festival! Located through New 
Year’s Day in the lobby near the 
Peavey Plaza entrance—then 
moving to the Target Atrium 
during the Nordic festival—the 
cart features an array of Orchestra 
apparel, recordings and more, plus 
a selection of items from FRIENDS 
of the Minnesota Orchestra in 
connection with the recent Kinder 
Konzerts premiere of Caps for Sale, 
Minnesota composer Abbie Betinis’ 
setting of the classic children’s book 
by Esphyr Slobodkina. 

“During the holiday season, we’ll 
be featuring our ‘Holiday Fave 5,’ 
with five vendors collaborating on 
curating one top item to be available 
as a wonderful gift to give—or to keep 
yourself!” says Greg Geiger, manager 
of concert enhancements, concessions 
and special events. “The Nordic 
festival will have a special setup 
of its own featuring several special 
partners, including Ingebretsen’s 
Scandinavian Gifts and the American 
Swedish Institute.”

Another must-have item is the 
Orchestra’s new album of music 
by British composer Thomas Adès, 
conducted by Music Director Thomas 
Søndergård and including the Violin 
Concerto starring soloist Leila 
Josefowicz. Released in November 

2025, the CD has already been praised 
by Opus Klassiek for the Orchestra’s 
“certainly impressive [contribution]…
Søndergård possesses a keen ear for 
balance and detail. The interplay 
with Josefowicz is exemplary: clear, 
dynamic, and well-balanced.”

Items available from FRIENDS of 
the Minnesota Orchestra include the 
book Caps for Sale along with related 
caps, plush monkeys, t-shirts and 
fabric marker sets to color scenes 
from the book, as well as musical 
instrument ornaments. FRIENDS’ 
mission is to inspire young audiences 
to discover the joy and wonder of 
orchestral music. As a community 
partner and nonprofit organization, 
FRIENDS creates hands-on, 
imaginative learning experiences 
that help children see themselves in 
the music—as listeners, learners and 
future musicians. We’ll see you at the 
merch cart!

The Orchestra’s new Thomas Adès CD.
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Caroline Shaw	 Entr’acte		  CA. 11’

Joseph Haydn 	 Sinfonia concertante in B-flat major, H. I: 105	 CA. 22’ 
		  Allegro
		  Andante
		  Allegro con spirito
			   Yi Zhao, violin
			   Erik Wheeler, cello
			   Kate Wegener, oboe
			   J. Christopher Marshall, bassoon

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Antonín Dvořák  	 Symphony No. 9 in E minor, Opus 95, 	 CA. 43’
	    From the New World
		  Adagio – Allegro molto
		  Largo
		  Scherzo: Molto vivace
		  Finale: Allegro con fuoco

THU DEC 4  11AM   |   FRI DEC 5  8PM

Delyana Lazarova, conductor
Yi Zhao, violin	 Kate Wegener, oboe
Erik Wheeler, cello	 J. Christopher Marshall, bassoon

DVOŘÁK NEW WORLD SYMPHONY

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      DEC 4—5 

THANK YOU
The 2025-26 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

The Minnesota Orchestra dedicates these performances of Dvořák’s New World 
Symphony to Life Director and former Board Chair Nancy Lindahl for her 
outstanding leadership and for the extraordinary care and support she and John 
Lindahl demonstrate toward the organization.

Delyana Lazarova’s appearance in these concerts is supported by Dr. Jennine Speier 
and her late husband John, dedicated advocates for advancing the work of women 
conductors.

Profiles of the conductor and soloists appear on pages 50 through 53.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.
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CAROLINE SHAW
B:	 August 1, 1982
	 Greenville, 
	 North Carolina	

Entr’acte   
PREMIERED:  
April 2011 (string quartet 
version); July 25, 2014 
(string orchestra version)

  Caroline Shaw was just 30 years old in 2013 when she was awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for Music for her innovative a cappella work Partita for 8 
Voices—making her the youngest person ever to receive the honor. In the 
dozen years since, the North Carolina native has become one of the most 
accomplished living composers of vocal, orchestral and chamber music, 
while adding five Grammy Awards to her list of accolades. In addition to 
her compositional achievements, she is a member of the award-winning 
contemporary vocal ensemble Roomful of Teeth, which premiered Partita 
for 8 Voices in 2013.

SPARKS FROM HAYDN AND THE THEATER
Shaw’s program note for her work Entr’acte—originally a string quartet 
composed in 2011, then adapted for string orchestra in 2014—give brief 
insight into her inspiration for the piece. It was sparked while listening to 
the Brentano String Quartet’s performance of a Joseph Haydn quartet: the 
Opus 77, No. 2. A singular moment in Haydn’s Minuet movement expressed 
a disorienting shift of mood and character. It spoke profoundly to Shaw’s 
sense of creativity, as she states: “I love the way some music (like the 
minuets of Opus 77) suddenly takes you to the other side of Alice’s looking 
glass, in a kind of absurd, subtle, technicolor transition.”

The word “Entr’acte” is derived from the theater and is used to describe 
a musical interlude between acts. Often, it serves as a link or transitional 
bridge connecting two important parts of a story. Shaw took these concepts 
of disorientation and transition and created an entirely new soundscape. 
The string orchestra version was premiered by the Boston-based orchestra 
A Far Cry, which commissioned the arrangement, at Ottawa Chamberfest 
on July 25, 2014.

THE MUSIC: A DRAMATIC JOURNEY
Over the course of 11 minutes, Entr’acte takes us on a journey through 
dramatic dynamic shifts, from single strings softly plucked to full-bodied 
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chords shared across the ensemble. In the score, she first asks the strings 
to play with “sweeping” character, but then completely juxtaposes that 
set of directions with another suggesting the players sound “like granite.” 
In the final few minutes, all of the instruments begin expressing what 
sounds like a series of mournful or exhausted sighs. As the whispers of the 
violins and violas disappear into the ether, a solo cello continues on, telling 
a contemplative tale through a long series of pizzicato chords. Shaw notes 
in the score that the cellist has freedom to luxuriate here, encouraging the 
soloist to play as though “recalling fragments of an old tune or story.”

Instrumentation: string orchestra

PROGRAM NOTE BY EMMA PLEHAL.

PROGRAM NOTES      DEC 4—5 

  Joseph Haydn spent much of his professional life in the service of 
the Esterházy family, working primarily at their estates on the Hungarian 
plains east of Vienna, where he composed extensively for the court’s 
musicians. While approaching age 60, he was persuaded to accept an 
invitation from the violinist and concert promoter Johann Peter Salomon 
to come to London for part of the 1791-92 season. There he found himself a 
celebrity beyond his wildest dreams. His music was popular because he was 
a forward-looking composer who spoke the consummate language of his 
own day. After his death in the early Romantic age, his reputation swiftly 
declined, only to be mightily restored in the 20th century.

NEW LIFE TO AN OLD FORM
As one of his London projects, Haydn composed his single known Sinfonia 
concertante—a genre he was apt to regard as old-fashioned. As its 
designation suggests, the Sinfonia concertante is a hybrid of 18th-century 
symphony and a concerto, except that the soloists are always multiple 
in number; instead of being competitors, the highlighted instruments 
proceed “together in arms,” which, after all, is the essence of the word 

JOSEPH HAYDN
B:	 March 31, 1732
	 Rohrau, Austria
D:	 May 31, 1809
	 Vienna, Austria

Sinfonia concertante  
in B-flat major, H. I: 105
PREMIERED: March 9, 1792
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concerto, stemming from the Latin concertare, “to fight side by side.” Here 
the four solo instruments serve in a double capacity, as soloists as well 
as integrated into the full-orchestra tutti—a practice familiar from the 
Baroque concerto grosso. 

That Haydn, like Mozart, could be attracted to the old Sinfonia concertante 
when the genre was declining may have been because the medium offers 
the opportunity for striking instrumental combinations and effects. The 
premiere on March 9, 1792—with the impresario Salomon on solo violin—
earned high accolades, and a repeat performance was scheduled for the 
following week. For Haydn it was a triumph, with one reviewer noting 
that the composer “shone with more than his usual luster.” The report 
continued: “A new Concertante...was performed for the first time with 
admirable effect. The solo parts were finely contrasted with the ‘full tide of 
harmony’ of the other instruments, and they were very ably sustained by 
the respective performers.”

THE CONCERTO: A GRACEFUL TONE
ALLEGRO. The graceful theme of the opening Allegro sets the tone for the 
entire work. Without waiting for a full orchestral exposition, the soloists 
promptly come to the fore, initiating an instrumental dialogue that never 
flags, and all four parts share the cadenza provided by Haydn. 

ANDANTE. The core of the work is a glowing Andante, its flowing lyricism 
pastoral in mood. By its very nature, the theme lends itself to the silken 
embroidery of 32nd notes, these in the province of the soloists, while the 
orchestra is confined to the background, like retainers waiting to serve. 

ALLEGRO CON SPIRITO. Announced by a unison-octave statement of the 
sturdy main theme, the finale uncorks numerous surprises. For instance, 
straightaway the violin interjects a parody of operatic recitative—serious 
at first, only to offer a sly new twist on the main theme, getting the 
movement in gear once and for all. There is no stopping Haydn’s wit: 
toward the end, just when we are led to expect another cadenza, he revives 
the recitative from the introduction—a bit of good-natured mockery that 
delighted the British. Such strokes as these—the sudden pause, the teasing 
gesture—Beethoven took to heart as he carried on in the symphony and 
chamber music precisely where his mentor Haydn left off.

Instrumentation: solo violin, cello, oboe and bassoon with orchestra comprising 
flute, 2 oboes, 2 bassoons, 2 horns, 2 trumpets, timpani and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY MARY ANN FELDMAN.
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  Antonín Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9, the New World Symphony, was 
one of many works this composer wrote during his sojourn in America 
from 1892 to 1895. Although the New World Symphony was written in 
the New World, it is not specifically about the New World. True, there are 
themes that were inspired by music of Indigenous Americans and African 
Americans, but he did not quote directly from folksongs—though special 
attention should be paid to the multi-layered story behind the famous 
melody the Largo movement.

Some 30 years before Dvořák composed the New World Symphony, he read 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s epic poem The Song of Hiawatha, in a Czech 
translation. Dvořák re-read the poem in America and claimed that the 
scene of Minnehaha’s funeral in the forest inspired the Largo movement of 
his symphony. Although the Largo’s main theme, introduced by English 
horn, is Dvořák’s own, it is inspired by the tradition of African American 
spirituals taught to Dvořák by Harry Burleigh, a student at Dvořák’s 
conservatory in New York City with whom education went both ways. 
Dvořák spent a summer reflecting on this music, as well as elements of 
Indigenous American music, while in the process of composing the New 
World Symphony.

A SYMPHONY OF MAGICAL MELODIES
ADAGIO—ALLEGRO MOLTO. This alone of Dvořák’s nine symphonies opens with 
a slow introduction. Within the space of just 23 measures, the composer 
incorporates moods of melancholic dreaming and tense foreboding, 
startling eruptions and a surging melodic line. The main Allegro section 
is launched by horns in an arpeggiated fanfare motif in E minor, a motif 
that will reappear in all remaining movements as well. Several additional 
themes follow.

LARGO. The second movement contains one of the most famous melodies in 
all of Western classical music, known to many as the song “Goin’ home.” 
That title arose when another of Dvořák’s students, William Arms Fisher, 
superimposed lyrics after Dvořák had completed the symphony. This 

ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK 
B:	 September 8, 1841
	 Nelahozeves, Bohemia
	 (now Czech Republic)
D:	 May 1, 1904
	 Prague, Bohemia
	 (now Czech Republic)

Symphony No. 9 in  
E minor, Opus 95,  
From the New World
PREMIERED:  
December 16, 1893 
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theme, first presented by the English horn, is in the key of D-flat major, 
which is harmonically very distant from the key of the first movement, 
E minor. Dvořák arrives at the new key through a sequence of just seven 
somber chords played by low woodwinds and brass, beginning in E minor 
and ending in D-flat major. The effect is effortless, even magical, “like the 
drawing back of a curtain revealing the scene to the spectators’ gaze,” to 
quote Dvořák’s biographer Otakar Šourek.

SCHERZO: MOLTO VIVACE. The Scherzo is one of the most energetic and 
exhilarating movements Dvořák ever wrote, and it borders on the virtuosic 
as well for the dazzling orchestral display it entails. Contributing to the 
bright colors and brilliant effects is the triangle, which is employed in this 
movement alone. The contrasting Trio section is a charming rustic dance 
introduced by the woodwind choir and set to a lilting long-short-long 
rhythm. 

FINALE: ALLEGRO CON FUOCO. The finale, too, contains its share of melodic 
fecundity and inventiveness. The development section treats not only 
material from this movement but from the three previous ones as well, 
especially the main theme of the Largo, which is fragmented and tossed 
about with almost reckless abandon. The grand climax of the long coda 
(which begins after the horn solo that amazingly covers three full octaves) 
brings back the chordal sequence that opened the Largo, but now painted 
in broad, majestic strokes in the full brass and woodwind sections. 

The fury subsides, the orchestra dies away to a whisper, and horns softly 
intone the finale’s main theme like an echo from a far-away world. Violins 
proudly proclaim the theme one last time, and the symphony seems 
destined to end in E minor, the key in which it began. But with a sudden 
shift of the harmonic gears, Dvořák brings the symphony to a close in 
joyous E major. The final chord, too, is a surprise—not a predictably 
stentorian chord played fortissimo by the full orchestra, but a lovely, warm 
sonority of winds alone.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), 2 oboes (1 doubling English horn), 
2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, cymbals, 
triangle and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ROBERT MARKOW.
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MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA DEC 10 

CODY FRY CHRISTMAS

Enrico Lopez-Yañez, conductor
Cody Fry, piano, guitar and vocals

WED DEC 10  7PM

The program for tonight’s concert will be announced from the stage. 
There will be one 20-minute intermission.

A profile of conductor Enrico Lopez-Yañez appears on page 50.

CODY FRY,  
PIANO, GUITAR AND VOCALS

Cody Fry’s music sounds like the moment in your 
favorite old flick when the film changes from black-
and-white to technicolor in a rush of emotion. As his 
orchestration booms, you practically expect a Golden 
Age romance to unfold to the narration of his vocals. 

It’s warm enough to make you nostalgic, but Fry always looks forward as a 
singer, songwriter, composer, producer, arranger and multi-instrumentalist. 
It’s why he’s quietly emerged as a phenomenon with hundreds of millions of 
streams, hundreds of thousands of TikTok creations and widespread acclaim. 
Along the way he’s picked up two Grammy Award nominations and an RIAA 
Certified Platinum record, and sold out shows at some of the world’s most 
prestigious concert halls. You can keep up with Fry’s musical journey at 
codyfry.com or on social media.
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DISNEY’S THE MUPPET CHRISTMAS CAROL 
IN CONCERT 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

Jason Seber, conductor

FRI DEC 12  7PM   |   SAT DEC 13  2PM

DISNEY’S THE MUPPET CHRISTMAS CAROL      DEC 12–13  

THANK YOU

The Movies & Music series is presented by U.S. Bank.

Today’s concert lasts about 1 hour and 50 minutes, including a 20-minute 
intermission. Please remain seated until the end of the credits.

A profile of conductor Jason Seber appears on page 51.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.

Directed by BRIAN HENSON
Produced by BRIAN HENSON and MARTIN G. BAKER

Co-Producer JERRY JUHL  
Executive Producer FRANK OZ

Screenplay by JERRY JUHL
From the novel by CHARLES DICKENS 
Original Score by MILES GOODMAN

Songs by PAUL WILLIAMS

Starring
MICHAEL CAINE as Scrooge

STEVEN MACKINTOSH as Fred
MEREDITH BRAUN as Belle
ROBIN WEAVER as Clara

Featured Muppet Performers
DAVE GOELZ   STEVE WHITMIRE   JERRY NELSON   FRANK OZ

DAVID RUDMAN   LOUISE GOLD   MIKE QUINN   KAREN PRELL   ROB TYGNER

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack available on 
at Disneymusicemporium.com
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CHARLES LAZARUS, TRUMPET

Charles Lazarus, a Minnesota Orchestra musician 
since 2000, is a multi-faceted performer, composer, 
producer and bandleader whose career has 
included tenures in Dallas Brass, Meridian Arts 
Ensemble and Canadian Brass. He has created 
several crossover orchestral shows featuring his 
various ensembles, with which he has released five 

recordings. His live recording of Steve Heitzeg’s American Nomad concerto 
and a children’s animated short film collaboration with author Michael 
Hall are available online. His most recent recording with Tommy Barbarella, 
The Modern Hymn Project, is a collection of modern jazz takes on traditional 
hymns and spiritual music. He has appeared as a soloist with orchestras 
around the U.S. and Canada, and has performed and taught master classes 
in every U.S. state, Canada, and throughout Asia and Europe. More: 
charleslazarus.com.

MERRY & BRIGHT      DEC 14

MERRY & BRIGHT WITH CHARLES LAZARUS
Charles Lazarus, trumpet | Jennifer Grimm, vocals  
Bruce A. Henry, vocals | Tonia Hughes Kendrick, vocals
Tommy Barbarella, piano and keyboards | Jeff Bailey, bass
David Schmalenberger, drums | Daryl Boudreaux, percussion
The Lazarus Brass | Angelica Cantanti Youth Choirs

SUN DEC 14  2PM

The program for today’s concert will be announced from the stage. 
There will be one 20-minute intermission.

View a profile and roster of Angelica Cantanti Youth Choirs and a roster of the 
Lazarus Brass on page 54. Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/merry for more profiles.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.
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Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky    
The Nutcracker, Opus 71, Complete Ballet in Two Acts
	 Overture
	 Scena - The Decoration of the Christmas Tree
	 March
	 Children’s Galop
	 Scena - Arrival of Drosselmeyer
	 Scena - Grossvater Dance 
	 Scena - The Magic Spell Begins
	 Scena – The Battle
	 Scena - Pine Forest Journey Through the Snow
	 Waltz of the Snowflakes

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

	 Variation 1 - Tarantella
	 Final Waltz 
	 Scena – Arrival of Clara and Nutcracker
	 Divertissement (Character Dances)
		  Chocolate (Spanish Dance)
		  Coffee (Arab Dance)
		  Trepak (Russian Dance)
		  Mother Gigogne
		  Dance of the Reed-Flutes (Mirlitons) 
		  Tea (Chinese Dance)
	 Pas de deux - Variation
	 Variation 2 - Sugar Plum Fairy 
	 Waltz of the Flowers 
	 Coda

TROUPE VERTIGO: CIRQUE NUTCRACKER      DEC 19—20 

TROUPE VERTIGO: CIRQUE NUTCRACKER 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

Molly Turner, conductor

FRI DEC 19  8PM   |   SAT DEC 20  2PM  

Today’s concert lasts about 2 hours, including a 20-minute intermission.

Profiles of conductor Molly Turner and Troupe Vertigo appear on pages 52 and 55.
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Does the idea of remodeling a home 
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     The difference lies almost entirely in who you choose to work with. At TEA2 
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renovations imaginable. While designing from the ground up is never simple, 
creating additions that seamlessly fi t with the original or planning whole-house 
transformations requires more inventiveness, creativity, and problem solving.  
     Our clients choose us because they share our philosophy and appreciate our 
attention to detail. But they return to us, sometimes over and over, because 
we also minimize surprises. We understand well the level of thoroughness, 
exactitude and professionalism required to keep budgets from 
exploding and ensure schedules stay on track, despite the 
hiccups that will occur.
      If you’d like to transform your “aesthetically challenged” 
house, and enjoy the process, visit us at TEA2architects.com

The homeowners envisioned a unique, Shingle style 
home—to be completed in increments over 5 years.
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2 page BLEED Spread for MN Orchestra Playbill 
10.75” x 8.5” trim
11” x 8.75” bleed
Agency: Jumpercable

General contractor: John Kraemer & Sons

TEA2-MN Orch 12-24.indd   2TEA2-MN Orch 12-24.indd   2 11/12/24   3:53 PM11/12/24   3:53 PM



Does the idea of remodeling a home 
fi ll you with doubt and worry?
Ahh, so you’ve done it before.

Watching your home become a better version of itself can be one of the most 
rewarding experiences of your life. Or one of the most stressful.  
     The difference lies almost entirely in who you choose to work with. At TEA2 
Architects, we’ve helped clients navigate some of the most complex, multi-phase 
renovations imaginable. While designing from the ground up is never simple, 
creating additions that seamlessly fi t with the original or planning whole-house 
transformations requires more inventiveness, creativity, and problem solving.  
     Our clients choose us because they share our philosophy and appreciate our 
attention to detail. But they return to us, sometimes over and over, because 
we also minimize surprises. We understand well the level of thoroughness, 
exactitude and professionalism required to keep budgets from 
exploding and ensure schedules stay on track, despite the 
hiccups that will occur.
      If you’d like to transform your “aesthetically challenged” 
house, and enjoy the process, visit us at TEA2architects.com

The homeowners envisioned a unique, Shingle style 
home—to be completed in increments over 5 years.

TEA2 is a service mark of TEA2 Architects, Inc.

2 page BLEED Spread for MN Orchestra Playbill 
10.75” x 8.5” trim
11” x 8.75” bleed
Agency: Jumpercable

General contractor: John Kraemer & Sons
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Michael Tilson Thomas	 Agnegram		  CA. 8’

Timo Andres 		  Made of Tunes	 CA. 28’ 
			   Come, Labor On
			   American Nocturnal
				    Aaron Diehl, piano

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Leonard Bernstein 		  Three Dance Episodes from On the Town	 CA. 11’ 
			   The Great Lover
			   Lonely Town (Pas de deux)
			   Times Square: 1944
 

Aaron Copland  		  Suite from Billy the Kid 	 CA. 20’
			   Introduction: The Open Prairie
			   Street in a Frontier Town
			   Mexican Dance and Finale
			   Prairie Night (Card Game at Night)
			   Gun Battle
			   Celebration (After Billy’s Capture)
			   Billy’s Death
			   The Open Prairie Again

WED DEC 31  8PM   |   THU JAN 1  2PM

Teddy Abrams, conductor
Aaron Diehl, piano

A NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      DEC 31—JAN 1 

THANK YOU
The 2025-26 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

The New Year’s Day concert airs live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

Profiles of the conductor and soloist appear on pages 47 and 49.
After the New Year’s Eve concert, join us in the Roberta Mann Grand Foyer for 
a countdown to midnight, vintage jazz from Belle Amour and a complimentary 
Champagne toast.
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MICHAEL TILSON 
THOMAS
B:	 December 21, 1944
	 Los Angeles, California

Agnegram 
PREMIERED:  
May 14, 1998

  To fully understand American composer-conductor Michael Tilson 
Thomas’ Agnegram, it is imperative to know a bit about an extraordinary 
woman named Agnes Albert. Born in 1908, Albert was, for much of the 20th 
century, a powerful advocate for music in the San Francisco Bay area. Not 
only was she one of the San Francisco Symphony’s biggest supporters, but 
as a skilled pianist she earned the honor of performing with that orchestra 
as soloist in 1932 and 1952. She ultimately found her philanthropic passion 
in arts education, giving well over $1 million to support San Francisco’s 
school music programs and to help create the San Francisco Symphony 
Youth Orchestra. She also served on the symphony’s board for a remarkable 
50 years. 

A WITTY MUSICAL TRIBUTE
As the time came to celebrate Agnes Albert’s 90th birthday, Michael Tilson 
Thomas was serving as music director of the San Francisco Symphony. He 
composed Agnegram as a musical birthday tribute to this longtime friend 
of the organization, and led its premiere with the symphony on May 14, 
1998. “I wanted a piece that would represent her the way she was,” he noted, 
“witty, charming, vivacious and full of humor.”

Using a technique that many composers have experimented with, Tilson 
Thomas derived all of the themes in Agnegram from musical notes that 
corresponded to the letters in Albert’s full name. For letters not already 
in the musical alphabet of A through G, solfège syllables (do, re, mi, etc.) 
served as replacement; for example, la, or the sixth degree of the scale, 
could represent the letter L. 

The work lasts only eight minutes, but it packs a punch of musical 
material, including references to many of Albert’s favorite composers such 
as Bernstein, Stravinsky, Verdi, Tchaikovsky and Robert Schumann. No 
instrument is left out in this mini-concerto for orchestra, layered with the 
energy of a Sousa march, the cool groove of a late-night jazz band, powered 
by a full contingent of orchestral winds and strings. A series of musical 
jokes that Tilson Thomas himself describes as a “jungle-like cacophony” 
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with “alternately elegant and goofball percussion entrances” add dashes of 
wit and humor. 

In a 2002 article in SFGate announcing Albert’s death at age 94, Tilson 
Thomas remembered that she “always started from the principle of ‘I love 
music, I love the Symphony, I love this city, and I want them all to work 
together and be the best they can possibly be.’” The predominant quality of 
Agnegram is exuberance, a fitting tribute to Albert’s incomparable dynamic 
spirit.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes (both doubling piccolo), piccolo, 2 oboes, English horn, 
2 clarinets, E-flat clarinet, bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 
3 trumpets (1 doubling piccolo trumpet), 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare 
drum, bass drum, cymbals, suspended cymbal, alto lion’s roar, anvil, low brake 
drum, 2 cencerros, 2 cowbells, crotales, flexatone, hi-hat, ratchet, side drum, 
tambourine, triangle, 2 wood blocks, whip, xylophone, glockenspiel, vibraphone, 
chimes, harp, piano and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY EMMA PLEHAL.

PROGRAM NOTES      DEC 31—JAN 1 

TIMO ANDRES
B:	 1985
	 Palo Alto, California

Made of Tunes  
PREMIERED:  
March 22, 2024

  Our all-American New Year’s program is rooted mainly on the 
country’s far coasts—featuring composers who were either born in 
California, worked primarily in New York, or both—and the man who 
crosses categories is composer-pianist Timo Andres, whose recent piano 
concerto Made of Tunes concludes the concert’s first half.

Born in Palo Alto, raised in rural Connecticut and now based in Brooklyn, 
Andres has earned high accolades for his work as both a composer and 
pianist. His album The Blind Banister received a 2025 Grammy nomination 
for Best Engineered Classical Album, and he earned a 2021 Grammy 
nomination for his performance as a pianist on the album The Arching 
Path. He received a Tony nomination for his work on the 2024 Broadway 
production of Illinoise, and in 2016 he was a Pulitzer Prize finalist for his 
piano concerto The Blind Banister.
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STARTING WITH TUNES
Andres’ resume of composition teachers and mentors encompasses 
an array of styles and techniques. It was after studying John Adams’ 
groundbreaking work in minimalism, though, that Andres recalls his 
creative world being blown open. He often strives to use some of Adams’ 
approach as inspiration for his own compositions, but in his newest piano 
concerto, Made of Tunes, the starting point was different. Instead, as 
Andres explained in an interview before the work’s premiere: “I challenged 
myself to start this piece with melodic material—with tunes. Usually when 
I’m composing, the grit in the oyster is something much smaller and more 
basic, like a little harmony or figuration or a structural idea. Something 
more abstract and flexible. For me, melody is usually something that 
comes out of [that] material.…In this case, all of the material in the piece is 
derived from preexisting melodies.”

The first movement, Come, Labor On, features music from two religious 
hymns with significant meaning to Andres. The second movement, 
American Nocturnal, repurposes fragments of the well-known melody 
America the Beautiful. The other melodies he selected are not necessarily 
earworms from recognizable, beloved tunes of the past—a trick in many a 
composer’s playbook. Instead, Andres folds in bits of music taken from his 
own successful works, such as The Blind Banister, his cello concerto Upstate 
Obscura and his solo piano pieces. 

Additionally, Andres designed this music intentionally to emphasize the 
expertise of pianist Aaron Diehl, the work’s premiering soloist and the 
one who joins the Minnesota Orchestra for these concerts. Diehl himself 
is a multi-dimensional artist, equally skilled in jazz, improvisation and 
classical performance, with a focus on the wide-ranging traditions of 
American music. Knowing this about Diehl, Andres explored ways of 
swirling together melodies found in American church music, folk songs 
and jazz clubs. He also flips a few traditional Western classical concerto 
concepts upside down, calling for the pianist to improvise sections within 
the main structure of the piece in response to the orchestra’s gestures, but 
then fully notating a solo cadenza, leaving little room for improvisation 
there. 

The work’s title is pulled directly from a line in The Things Our Fathers 
Loved, a song by American composer Charles Ives: “I think there must be 
a place in the soul / all made of tunes, of tunes of long ago.” Composer-
conductor John Adams, Andres’ mentor, led the premiere of the work with 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic on March 22, 2024, featuring Diehl as soloist. 
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Instrumentation: solo piano with orchestra comprising flute, piccolo, 2 oboes, 
2 clarinets (1 doubling bass clarinet), alto saxophone, 2 bassoons (1 doubling 
contrabassoon), 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 2 trombones, tuba, timpani, bass drum, 
suspended cymbal, bongos, crotales, tam-tam, Thai gongs, tom-toms, triangle, 
xylophone, glockenspiel, vibraphone, chimes, organ (doubling celesta) and 
strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY EMMA PLEHAL.

  Leonard Bernstein was just 25 years of age—and fresh from the 
triumph of his debut conducting the New York Philharmonic—when his 
ballet music for Fancy Free, paired with Jerome Robbins’ choreography, 
launched his second career as a successful composer. Then, joined by Betty 
Comden and Adolph Green—who wrote the script and lyrics and played 
two of the leading roles—Bernstein, Robbins and director George Abbott 
created the 1944 Broadway musical On the Town, which was also about three 
sailors, but had completely different music and choreography. 

Riding on the heels of multiple successes, Bernstein then distilled the score 
into a short three-movement orchestral suite. Following the adventures of 
three wartime sailors on 24 hours’ shore leave in New York City, the Three 
Dance Episodes from On the Town depict the soldiers’ dreams of finding 
romance, the bluesy feelings of loneliness on a cold evening, and the 
marvels and excitement of a first visit to the big city.

Instrumentation: flute (doubling piccolo), oboe (doubling English horn), 
3 clarinets (1 each doubling E-flat clarinet, alto saxophone and bass clarinet), 
2 horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare drum, bass drum, 
cymbals, suspended cymbal, drum set, triangle, wood block, xylophone, piano 
and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY CARL SCHROEDER.

LEONARD BERNSTEIN  
B:	 August 25, 1918
	 Lawrence, Massachusetts
D:	 October 14, 1990
	 New York City

Three Dance Episodes 
from On the Town    
PREMIERED:  
December 28, 1944 (original 
musical); February 3, 1946 
(concert suite)
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  Early in 1938 Aaron Copland was approached by Lincoln Kirstein, 
director of the Ballet Caravan, who wished to commission a ballet based 
on the life of Billy the Kid. But Copland was not drawn to this subject, 
and he felt a particular aversion to cowboy music: “‘I have never been 
particularly impressed with the musical beauties of the cowboy song as 
such. The words are usually delightful and the manner of singing needs 
no praise from me. But neither the words nor the delivery are of much use 
in a purely orchestral ballet score, so I was left with the tunes themselves, 
which, I repeat, are often less than exciting. As far as I was concerned, this 
ballet could be written without benefit of the poverty-stricken tunes Billy 
himself must have known.”

Kirstein assured Copland that he need not use actual cowboy tunes in 
the ballet, but as the composer left to spend the summer of 1938 in Paris, 
Kirstein gave him several collections of cowboy songs to look over. And 
then a strange thing happened, softening Copland: “Perhaps there is 
something different about a cowboy song in Paris. But whatever the reason 
may have been, it wasn’t very long before I found myself hopelessly 
involved in expanding, contracting, rearranging and superimposing 
cowboy tunes on the rue de Rennes in Paris.” Copland uses theme-shapes, 
intervals and bits of rhythm from these tunes—we sense their origins and 
distinctive flavor without ever hearing the tunes in their original form.

ADVENTURES IN THE FRONTIER
The premiere of Billy the Kid was a success, and Copland arranged an 
orchestral suite from its music, preserving about two-thirds of the original 
score. The suite begins with The Open Prairie, which creates a sense of great 
space, and the steady tread of two French horns marks the appearance 
of humans within this vastness. Suddenly we are on a Street in a Frontier 
Town, full of dizzy human energy. Here Copland quotes “Old Grandad,” 
“Whoopee-Ti-Yi-Yo” and “The Old Chisholm Trail,” and a solo trumpet 
performs a Mexican Dance—specifically, a jarabe. A reprise of the opening 
prairie music leads to the Prairie Night (Card Game at Night)—a nocturne 

AARON COPLAND
B:	 November 14, 1900
	 Brooklyn, New York
D:	 December 2, 1990
	 North Tarrytown, 
	 New York

Suite from Billy the Kid
PREMIERED:  
October 16, 1938
(original ballet)
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for woodwinds, trumpet and strings—and this proceeds into the Gun Battle, 
with its booming drums and spatters of gunfire. 

Celebration depicts the town’s relief at Billy’s capture. Eugene Loring, 
who danced the part of Billy at the premiere, had encouraged Copland to 
include a “macabre polka” as part of the ballet, and this was Copland’s 
response. This Celebration is built on dotted rhythms and the sound of a 
honky-tonk piano, but what gives this music its “macabre” dimension is its 
bitonality: Copland sets the dance-tune in C major and its accompaniment 
in C-sharp. The suite now jumps to Billy’s Death—his final breaths are 
heard in the quasi tremolando solo violin. In the suite, Copland moves 
directly from Billy’s death to a reprise of the music for The Open Prairie, 
and Billy the Kid concludes out under the open sky of the vast prairies.

Copland’s score for Billy the Kid set the gold standard for music about the 
West. Its epic sense of space, use of cowboy tunes, and concise evocation 
of a raw frontier town—replete with honky-tonk revelry, gunfights and 
the lonely hero—have become part of the imagination of every subsequent 
composer who writes music about the American West.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), piccolo, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 
2 bassoons, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare drum, bass 
drum, cymbals, suspended cymbal, guiro, slapstick, sleigh bells, tin whistle, 
triangle, wood blocks, xylophone, glockenspiel, harp, piano and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.

PROGRAM NOTES      DEC 31—JAN 1 
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Bartók X Björk is an exploration of the avant-garde and adventurous, 
synthesizing the music of two of the 20th century’s most ingenious 
musicians—Béla Bartók and Björk. Bartók’s Concerto for Orchestra is fused 
with the music of Björk, selected from her first three albums: Debut, Post 
and Homogenic. 

Arvo Pärt	 Summa for String Orchestra		  CA. 6’

Steve Hackman 	 Above Him Wide Keeled the   		  CA.7’
	    Copula of the Heavens

Steve Hackman 	 House on Fire 		  CA. 4’

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Béla Bartók/Björk	 Bartók X Björk		  CA. 60’

Bartók: Concerto for Orchestra	 Björk: From first three albums

Introduzione. Andante non troppo – 	 Army of Me
   Allegro vivace	 Hunter
Presentando le coppie. 	 Bachelorette
   Allegro scherzando	 Human Behavior
Elegia. Andante non troppo	 Unravel
Intermezzo interrotto. Allegretto	 All is Full of Love
Finale. Presto	 Hyperballad
	 Isobel
	 Venus as a Boy
	 Jóga
	 Play Dead

SAT JAN 3  7PM

Steve Hackman, conductor and creator
Erin Bentlage, India Carney and Malia Civetz, vocalists

STEVE HACKMAN’S 

BARTÓK X BJÖRK

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      JAN 3

Profiles of the conductor and soloists appear on pages 47 through 49.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.
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TEDDY ABRAMS, 
CONDUCTOR

A Grammy Award-winning composer 
and Musical America’s 2022 Conductor 
of the Year, Teddy Abrams has 
been the galvanizing force behind 
the Louisville Orchestra’s artistic 
renewal and social impact since his 
appointment as music director in 2014. 
He has conducted many orchestras in 
North America and Europe, including 
those of Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Helsinki and Luxembourg. This 
season he debuts with the Atlanta 
Symphony, Nashville Symphony and 
BBC Symphony; in September 2026 
he starts a new role as artistic and 
executive director of the Ojai Music 
Festival. He is an award-winning 
composer whose recent works include 
the rap opera The Greatest: Muhammad 
Ali, a piano concerto for Yuja Wang, 
and Mammoth, premiered with Yo-Yo 
Ma and Davóne Tines. He is now at 
work on a Broadway musical, ALI, and 
an orchestral history of Kentucky. 
His solo piano recording Preludes was 
released this year on New Amsterdam 
Records. More: opus3artists.com, 
teddyabrams.com. 

ERIN BENTLAGE, 
VOCALS

Hailing from Vermont, Erin Bentlage 
is a two-time Grammy-winning 
vocalist, composer and multi-
instrumentalist whose music blurs the 
lines between song, improvisation and 
soundscape. She first found expression 
through ballet and classical piano 
before discovering her voice in jazz 
and improvisation. She is featured 
on projects by Jacob Collier, Kiefer, 
Kate McGarry, Steve Hackman and 
Amber Navran, and on an upcoming 
Moonchild record. As a writer and 
arranger, she creates for voice in 
forms from cinematic choral textures 
and major motion picture scores to 
intimate, layered vocals. A recipient 
of the Los Angeles Jazz Society’s 
New Note Award, she has written 
for ensembles such as Tonality, 
Kings Return and The Apartment 
Sessions. In 2019, she co-founded the 
Grammy-winning vocal collective 
säje, alongside Sara Gazarek, Amanda 
Taylor and Johnaye Kendrick. Their 
debut record features collaborations 
with Jacob Collier, Terri Lyne 
Carrington and Ambrose Akinmusire. 
More: Instagram @erinbentlage.
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INDIA CARNEY, 
VOCALS

India Carney is a multi-talented 
solo artist with a wide range of 
dynamic performing experience. 
Her original music features a mix of 
classical, pop, R&B, a cappella and 
theatrical influences. Her versatility 
shines through her work as a singer, 
songwriter, arranger, actress and 
vocal coach. She competed as a Top 5 
Artist on season 8 of NBC’s The Voice. 
She has toured and performed with 
artists such as Olivia Rodrigo, Katy 
Perry, Kali Uchis, Lady Gaga, Mariah 
Carey and Christina Aguilera, and has 
performed on TV broadcasts of the 
Grammy Awards, the B.E.T. Awards, 
Late Night with Jimmy Fallon and The 
Ellen DeGeneres Show. As a vocal coach 
and mentor she has developed the next 
generation of singers on shows like 
The Voice and American Idol, and with 
arts foundations. Her debut single 
Human was released in 2021, while 
her single Recovery came out in 2024. 
More: Instagram @india-carney.

MALIA CIVETZ, 
VOCALS

Malia Civetz has performed across the 
U.S. and Europe in Steve Hackman’s 
symphonic mashups for the past 10 
years. A Los Angeles-based recording 
artist and Warner Chappell published 
songwriter, she graduated from the 
USC’s Thornton School of Music’s 
popular music program, then linked 
up with powerhouse songwriters 
Ross Golan and JKash. She initially 
made waves with the independent 
single Champagne Clouds, then signed 
a record deal with Warner Records 
and made her major label debut 
with her first EP, The Flip, featuring 
her hit single Broke Boy, followed 
by her EP Heels in Hand. She has 
surpassed 200 million total streams 
as a songwriter and artist. Her early 
career accomplishments include 
performing as a Star of Tomorrow at 
New York’s Apollo Theater at age 13, 
singing for President Obama at age 16 
and performing in Barry Manilow’s 
show at the Paris Las Vegas at 17. More: 
Instagram @maliafromvegas.
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AARON DIEHL, 
PIANO

Pianist Aaron Diehl has redefined the 
lines between jazz and classical with 
his nuanced, understated approach. He 
has performed with Wynton Marsalis, 
Cécile McLorin Salvant, Tyshawn 
Sorey and Philip Glass and has 
appeared as soloist with the New York 
and Los Angeles philharmonics, San 
Francisco Symphony and Cleveland 
Orchestra under conductors including 
Alan Gilbert, Yannick Nézet-Séguin 
and Marin Alsop. In 2023 he was 
named artistic director of 92NY’s 
Jazz in July Festival, succeeding Bill 
Charlap. Highlights of his 2025-26 
season include performing a new 
piano concerto by Tyshawn Sorey 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra; 
performances of Timo Andres’ 
Made of Tunes with the Minnesota 
and Cleveland orchestras; trio 
appearances at the Gstaad New Year 
Music Festival, The Forum in Saint 
Thomas and SFJAZZ; a solo program 
at Lincoln Center’s Legacies of San 
Juan Hill Festival; and collaborative 
performances of The Complete 
Philip Glass Piano Etudes. More: 
opus3artists.com, aarondiehl.com.

STEVE HACKMAN, 
CONDUCTOR AND CREATOR

Composer, arranger, producer, 
songwriter, conductor and pianist 
Steve Hackman is the musical 
polymath at the center of the most 
exciting productions in the orchestral 
space, whether writing for the concert 
stage or screen, collaborating with 
today’s most compelling artists—
including Ariana Grande and Cynthia 
Erivo on the recent Wicked TV special 
for NBC—or contributing to the 
Oscars and Emmys. His 16 barrier-
shattering orchestral fusions, which 
synthesize great works of classical 
music with towering figures from 
contemporary popular music, have 
led to performances around the world 
of titles such as Brahms X Radiohead, 
Beethoven X Beyoncé and Tchaikovsky 
X Drake. In 2026 his release schedule 
spans from electronic-orchestral 
ballet scores to his concept art-piece 
THE BRINK, solo piano pieces and 
reimaginings of music by Frank 
Ocean, Jacob Collier and Kendrick 
Lamar. His first movie soundtrack 
came out in November, for Netflix’s 
holiday caper Jingle Bell Heist. More: 
Instagram: @stevehackmanmusic.
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DELYANA LAZAROVA, 
CONDUCTOR

As a conductor, Delyana Lazarova 
thinks of herself as a musician among 
musicians. Collaboration, openness 
and sensitivity to the specific sound 
and character of every orchestra are 
the foundation of her work. During the 
2025-26 season she begins positions 
as principal guest conductor of both 
the Utah Symphony and BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra; with the latter 
she made her BBC Proms debut in 
September. She also debuts with the 
Yomiuri Nippon Symphony, Colorado 
Symphony and Hungarian Radio 
Symphony, among other ensembles, 
and embarks on a European tour 
with Kammerorchester Basel. Last 
season she became artistic partner 
of the chamber orchestra ROCO in 
Houston. Her first CD, featuring 
works by Dobrinka Tabakova recorded 
with the Hallé Orchestra, was 
released in 2023. Her honors include 
winning the inaugural Siemens Hallé 
International Conductors Competition 
and the James Conlon Conducting 
Prize at the Aspen Music Festival in 
2020. More: delyanalazarova.com, 
harrisonparrott.com.

ENRICO LOPEZ-YAÑEZ, 
CONDUCTOR

Enrico Lopez-Yañez is one of the 
most innovative and in-demand 
conductors in North America. He 
currently serves as principal pops 
conductor of the Detroit and Pacific 
symphonies, principal conductor 
of Dallas Symphony Presents and 
principal guest conductor of pops at 
the Indianapolis Symphony. He was 
previously principal pops conductor of 
the Nashville Symphony. Highlights 
of his 2025-26 season include concerts 
with Ben Rector, Cody Fry, Common, 
Trisha Yearwood and Los Aguilar 
(Angela, Leonardo and Pepe Aguilar). 
Podium highlights include the 
Cleveland Orchestra, Hollywood Bowl 
and Philadelphia Orchestra, among 
other ensembles. As a composer and 
arranger, he has written for artists 
such as Big Sean and Mariachi Los 
Camperos, and has been commissioned 
by the Baltimore Symphony, 
Detroit Symphony and Indianapolis 
Symphony, among other ensembles. 
He is artistic director and co-founder 
of Symphonica Productions, LLC, 
which develops innovative pops, 
family and educational concerts. More: 
enricolopezyanez.com.

MO_Concerts_Dec-2025.indd   50MO_Concerts_Dec-2025.indd   50 11/18/25   2:57 PM11/18/25   2:57 PM



DEC–JAN      ARTIST PROFILES

51SHOWCASE DECEMBER 2025      51

ARTIST PROFILES      DEC–JAN

J. CHRISTOPHER MARSHALL, 
BASSOON

Texas native J. Christopher Marshall, 
a member of the Minnesota Orchestra 
since 1999, has appeared as a soloist 
with the ensemble in multiple 
performances of Dietter’s Concerto 
for Two Bassoons, and appears 
regularly on the Orchestra’s chamber 
music series. He has also performed 
as a soloist with the Bloomington 
and Mankato symphonies, and has 
appeared with the Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra, the Boston Symphony and 
Pops, the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
and the National Symphony. He has 
participated in numerous music 
festivals and has led master classes 
and sectionals for many universities 
as well as community and youth 
orchestras. Since 2022 he has served 
on the faculty of the University of 
Minnesota’s School of Music. He 
earned his master’s degree in bassoon 
performance at the New England 
Conservatory of Music. He holds 
two undergraduate degrees from 
Northwestern University: one in 
bassoon performance and the other 
in mechanical engineering. More: 
minnesotaorchestra.org.

JASON SEBER, 
CONDUCTOR

Jason Seber is a strong believer in the 
eclectic experiences which today’s 
symphony orchestras offer their 
communities. He strives to make 
music of many genres and styles 
accessible, relevant and meaningful to 
diverse audiences across the country. 
He has conducted many leading U.S. 
orchestras, including the symphonies 
of Baltimore, Colorado, Dallas, Detroit, 
Houston, Indianapolis, Kansas City, 
Milwaukee, Nashville, National, 
North Carolina, Oregon, Phoenix, San 
Diego and St. Louis; the Louisville 
and Minnesota orchestras; the Buffalo 
Philharmonic; and the Cincinnati 
Pops. He has conducted over 25 feature 
films and performed with Patti Austin, 
Mason Bates, Andrew Bird, Boyz 
II Men, Ashley Brown, DeVotchKa, 
Melissa Etheridge, Ben Folds, Cody Fry, 
Renée Elise Goldsberry, Indigo Girls, 
Wynonna Judd, Lyle Lovett, Katharine 
McPhee, Natalie Merchant, Brian 
Stokes Mitchell, My Morning Jacket, 
Leslie Odom Jr., Aoife O’Donovan, 
Pink Martini, Ben Rector, Stephen 
Schwartz, Doc Severinsen, Lindsey 
Stirling and the Violent Femmes. More: 
jasonseber.com.   
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MOLLY TURNER, 
CONDUCTOR

American conductor Molly Turner 
is an exceptional young talent who 
directs with fervor and imagination. 
During the 2024-25 season she 
was the New World Symphony’s 
conducting fellow, a role in which she 
led subscription, family, education 
and holiday concerts. She was also 
a Dudamel Fellow with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, leading a 
performance with the LA Phil New 
Music Group and conducting the 
Philharmonic in a Symphonies for 
Schools concert. This season she 
returns to lead a performance with 
the LA Phil New Music Group and 
conducts the Orchestre de Paris, 
Kristiansand Symphony, Opera 
Grand Rapids and Musiqa, along 
with numerous cover conducting 
and preparatory engagements. In 
2019 she was the youngest conductor 
invited for a residency at the Dallas 
Opera’s Hart Institute for Women 
Conductors. Also active as a composer, 
she has premiered her own works, 
most recently Open Doors for 
orchestra. More: harrisonparrott.com, 
mollyxiuturner.com.

KATE WEGENER, 
OBOE

Kate Wegener joined the Minnesota 
Orchestra in 2023 as associate 
principal oboe, and makes her debut 
as soloist with the ensemble in 
December’s performances of Haydn’s 
Sinfonia concertante. A native of 
Connecticut, she has been featured 
at the Marlboro Music Festival, the 
Spoleto Festival and the Lakes Area 
Music Festival, as well as with the 
Philadelphia Chamber Music Society. 
She has also appeared as a substitute 
musician with the Metropolitan Opera 
Orchestra, the Florida Orchestra and 
other ensembles. Wegener received her 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees at the 
Juilliard School, where she studied 
primarily with Nathan Hughes—the 
Minnesota Orchestra’s principal oboe—
with additional studies with Elaine 
Douvas, Linda Strommen and Scott 
Hostetler. Passionate about passing 
on her expertise in the oboe and reed-
making, she currently cultivates a 
private studio in Minneapolis. More: 
minnesotaorchestra.org.
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ERIK WHEELER, 
CELLO

Houston-born cellist Erik Wheeler 
joined the Minnesota Orchestra in 
2019 and served as acting co-associate 
principal cello for the 2024-25 season. 
He has performed chamber music 
alongside renowned artists including 
Jon Kimura Parker, Philip Setzer, 
Lawrence Dutton, Timothy Eddy, 
Kim Kashkashian, Susan Starr and 
Charles Wetherbee, and has appeared 
as a soloist with numerous orchestras 
including the Houston Symphony. He 
began his musical studies with Diane 
Bonds and subsequently studied with 
Steve Laven, Lynn Harrell and Brinton 
Smith. He earned his undergraduate 
degree from Rice University, 
where his principal teacher was 
Desmond Hoebig, then spent a year 
at the Juilliard School with Richard 
Aaron. While at Rice, he performed 
Tchaikovsky’s Rococo Variations 
with the Shepherd School Chamber 
Orchestra and served as the Shepherd 
School Symphony Orchestra’s 
principal cello. His parents are both 
musicians, and his father Lawrence 
was the Minnesota Orchestra’s co-
principal viola in the 1970s. More: 
minnesotaorchestra.org. 
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YI ZHAO, 
VIOLIN

Born in Henan, China, Yi Zhao joined 
the Minnesota Orchestra’s first 
violin section in 2023 and served as 
principal second violin last season. 
While previously serving as assistant 
concertmaster of the Colorado 
Symphony for nine seasons, she 
appeared frequently as soloist with 
that symphony and local community 
orchestras and at chamber music 
series statewide. She performs 
regularly at the Grand Teton Music 
Festival, taking on various leadership 
roles and chamber concerts. She 
has also been concertmaster of 
Oregon’s Sunriver Music Festival 
since 2023, and has performed at the 
Salzburg Festival with the Pittsburgh 
Symphony and at the La Jolla 
SummerFest as part of the Pegasus 
Trio, among other engagements. 
Zhao received her bachelor’s degree 
studying under Qian Zhou at the 
National University of Singapore’s 
Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of 
Music and earned her master’s with 
Cho-Liang Lin at Rice University’s 
Shepherd School of Music. More: 
minnesotaorchestra.org. 
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ANGELICA CANTANTI
YOUTH CHOIRS

MICHELLE GEHRZ AND
EMILY BIRD, 

DIRECTORS
AUDREY RIDDLE, 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ANDREA DITTMER, 

CHOIR MANAGER

The Angelica Cantanti Youth Choirs 
(ACYC), founded in 1980, is an award-
winning children’s community choral 
program and among the oldest in the 
Twin Cities. ACYC offers ten ensembles 
serving youth from grades K-12, plus 
an adaptive class for singers with 
special needs and an alumni adult 
chorus. ACYC singers performed at 
the 2018 Super Bowl and were named 
“Best Community Choir in MN” by 
WCCO-TV. More: angelicacantanti.org.

Evelyn Blessing 
Julia Blessing 
Emma Carpenter 
Julia Farah 
Chloe Fider 
Tilda French 
Franki Gile 
Elliott Hazzard 
Charlotte Hersey 
Elizabeth Hersey 
Kainalu Lazarus 
Kendall McGuire 

Liam McNally 
Avery Patterson 
Olivia Rocha 
Preston Rose 
Finley Schmidt 
Madeleine 
Schroeder 

Berit Schulz 
Naia Spoonheim 
Cullen Van Ranst 
Kayla Vogland 
Ryan Warmka

LAZARUS BRASS 

The Lazarus Brass, which appears with  
trumpet player Charles Lazarus at the  
annual Merry & Bright holiday 
performances at Orchestra Hall, 
is composed of several Minnesota 
Orchestra musicians and other 
prominent Minnesota brass 
performers.

TRUMPET
Douglas C. Carlsen
Martin Hodel
Brad Shermock

HORN
Michael Gast
Brian Jensen

TROMBONE
Dean Sorenson
R. Douglas Wright

BASS 
TROMBONE
Andrew Chappell

TUBA
Steven Campbell
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TROUPE VERTIGO
Fusing elements of cirque acrobatics, 
classical dance and contemporary 
theater, Troupe Vertigo consists 
of world-class aerial artists, 
contortionists and ballet dancers, 
and was founded in 2009 by Artistic 
Director Aloysia Gavre and Technical 
Director Rex Camphuis. The ensemble 
has performed with major orchestras 
across North America, this season 
including the Dallas, Detroit and 
National symphonies and Canada’s 
National Arts Centre Orchestra, among 
other ensembles. Troupe Vertigo is 
known for its collaborative thematic 
programs including Cirque España, 
Cirque Noir, Cirque Goes to Broadway, 
Cirque Goes to Hollywood, Cirque 
Dances featuring The Firebird, and 
complete ballet presentations of The 
Nutcracker, Swan Lake and Cinderella. 
The company’s unique perspective 
on the circus arts has led to a variety 
of speaking engagements including 
a TEDx Talk. Troupe Vertigo’s 
facility is also home to Cirque School 
Los Angeles, which uses training, 
performance and community outreach 
to foster passion for the circus arts. 
More: troupevertigo.com.
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The 2025–26 Classical Season is presented by

Steve Hackman’s Bartók X Björk
with the Minnesota Orchestra

SAT JAN 3  7PM
Steve Hackman, conductor and creator

Søndergård and Ehnes
THU JAN 8  11AM  &  FRI JAN 9  8PM

Thomas Søndergård, conductor  |  James Ehnes, violin

Chamber Music in the Hall  
with James Ehnes

SAT JAN 10  7PM

Søndergård Conducts Sibelius
FRI JAN 16  8PM  &  SAT JAN 17  7PM

Thomas Søndergård, conductor  |  Lauren Snouffer, soprano

NORDIC  
SOUNDSCAPES 

FESTIVAL

Arrive early!  
Cozy up by the fire. Enjoy baked goods,  

sip a cocktail, sit back for pre-concert music  
and crafts provided by Nordic partners.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!
We are grateful to the generous donors whose Guaranty Fund gifts   

help sustain the Minnesota Orchestra each year.

PRESENTER’S CIRCLE
$100,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Phillip Bohl  

in memory of Janet Bartels
C. Curtis Dunnavan*
Martha Head
Charlie Johnson
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale
Al and Kathy Lenzmeier
Nancy and John Lindahl
Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Dr. Jennine and John* Speier
Margaret V.B. Wurtele

$50,000 – $99,999
Margee and Will Bracken
Kathy and Charlie* Cunningham
Dr. Stanley M. and  

Luella G. Goldberg
Rosemary and David Good
Kathy* and John Junek
Lawrence Family Foundation/ 

Dr. Mary and Jim Lawrence
Linda and Warren Mack
Katie and Bill Miller
David and Leni Moore  

Family Foundation
Christina and Terry Schopfer
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks

$25,000 – $49,999
Trudi Anderson and Joseph Green
Julie and Doug Baker, Jr. 

Foundation  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Evan Carruthers
Gary B. Cohen
John W. Dayton
Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Beverly and Richard* Fink
Lorraine R. Hart
Arthur Higinbotham
Karen* and Stanley Hubbard
Cynthia and Jay Ihlenfeld
Angela and Patrick Mahoney
McVay Foundation
Cathy and John Muggee
Angela Pennington and  

W. Anders Folk 
Dr. Rick and Jean* Simmons
Jean and Robert* Spong
Dennis Stanton

Catherine R. and Steven Webster
Laurel and Frank* Winsor

$15,000 – $24,999
Darren Acheson and  

Carol Peterson
Susan and Richard Anderson
Mary Arneson, in memory of  

Dale Hammerschmidt
Brent and Jan Assink
Martha and Bruce Atwater
Maria Bales
Rochelle and Jeff Blease
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Kathleen and Paul Campbell
Ellie Crosby –  

The Longview Foundation
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Joel and Mary Ann Elftmann
Kathleen and Gerald* Erickson
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Cynthia Goplen and Michael Roos
Margot and Paul Grangaard
The Gerald and Patrice Halbach 

Charitable Fund
David Hanson and  

William Biermaier 
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
Deborah Healey
Thomas Herr and  

Kathryn Newsome-Herr
Orville C. Hognander, Jr.*
Diane and Tony Hofstede
Carmelle and Byron Jackson
Richard V. Johnson and  

Bonnie M. Johnson
John and Kris Kaplan
Karen and Lloyd Kepple
Margaret Kinney
Michael Klingensmith and  

Ruth Shields
Nivin and Duncan MacMillan 

Foundation
Michael Merrick
Sandy and Bob* Morris
Paradis Family Fund
Karla Robertson
Charles Sorenson
Dee and Gordy Sprenger
David Tweet
Trudy and John Wilgers
Sri and Aks Zaheer

$10,000 – $14,999
Anonymous 
Judee Arnstein and  

Michael Lindsay
Jerry L. Artz
Jim and Karen Ashe
Lilia and Artur Bacu
Jeannine and Robert Befidi
Dr. and Mrs. Ford Watson Bell
Ruth and John Bergerson
Annie and Jeff Betts
Sarah Brew and Family
Rodney and Barbara Burwell 

Family Foundation
Richard and Mari Carlson
Karri and Mark Copman
Jeanne Corwin
David and Kitty* Crosby
Rosemary T. Dahl
Camie and Jack Eugster
Cathy and Jack* Farrell
Michelle Fitzgerald and  

Jonathan Guyton
FRIENDS of the  

Minnesota Orchestra
James M. and Elizabeth K. Fulford
Penny and Bill George
Bill and Paula Glade
MaryAnn Goldstein and  

David Benditt
Joan Gram
Karen and David Grandstrand
Jane and David Gregerson
Sieglinde and Edward Grivna
Crystal and Jerome Hamilton
The John and Cynthia Hart Fund
Karen and John Himle
Milla and Phil Isaacson
Melinda and Michael S. Jones
Nancy and William Jones
Nancy and Bob* Kloehn 
Eric D. Levinson
Martin Lueck and Mallory Mullins
Mike and Mary Maeser
Charles and Carolyn Meyer
Anne W. Miller
Jennifer Melin Miller and  

David Miller
Monica Murphy
Mike and Linda Murrell 
Tom Newton
Cindy and Cully Olmanson
David and Karen Olson  

Family Foundation
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Marri M. Oskam
Mike and Eileen Ostrem
Ernest, Caryl and John Pierson
Heidi and Dick Poey
Lois and John Rogers
Abigail Rose and Michael J. Blum
Kathy Ross
Mark and Mary Sigmond
Jacqueline Smith
Thomas Søndergård and  

Andreas Landin
Miriam and James Stake
Julie Stewart
Mary and Greg Sumners
Gregg Thomas and Carol Downie
Ron Frey and Steven Thompson
John Thomson
Brian and Lisa Tilzer
Marcia K. Townley
Judy and Paul Trump
Roz Tsai and Chen Wong
Robert and Katherine Tunheim
Erik van Kuijk and  

Virginia van Kuijk Brooke
Osmo Vänskä and Erin Keefe
Trish and Ed Vaurio
Jim* and Linda Wallace
Laysha Ward and Bill Kiffmeyer
David Watkins
Carole and Rick* Wiederhorn
James Zeese and  

William Herrmann

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE
$7,500 – $9,999
Anonymous (1)
William and Kristin* Bahl
Barry L. Berg
George and Denise Bergquist
Shari and David* Boehnen
Terry Boksberger
Michael and Carol Bromer
Gisela Corbett and Peter Hyman
Charles A. Geer Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Laurie and Ed Greeno
William H. Halverson
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung
Connie and Bruce Langager
Marlys and Robert Melius
Marilyn L. Nelson
Thomas Otto
Thomas D. and Nancy J. Rohde
Lauren and Peter Routhier
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
Jody Strakosch and Bill Umscheid
James D. Torbert

$5,000 – $7,499
Anonymous (1)
Mark and Leslie Aksomitas
Dennis P. Albrecht
Bruce T. Anderson 
Karen Bachman

Allen and Andra Barnard
In memory of June and Sid Barrows
Ivy and Mark Bernhardson
Christopher and Tiffany Brand
Carolyn* and Bob Brix
Jean and Bruce Carlson
Dr. Emmett F. Carpel and 

Katherine Meehan
James Chase
Anne Cheney and Stuart Mitchell
Julie and James Chosy
Page and Jay Cowles
Susan and Dick Crockett
Gary R. Cunningham
Wendy W. Dayton
Mary Delaney
Thomas* and Mary Lou Detwiler
Hyacinth Diehl
Mary Dolan – 

 The Longview Foundation
The Family of Mary Louise Dresser*
Dave and Pat Drew
Jayne and Jim Early
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Stembler
Chip and Vicki Emery
Lee Ann and Jeff Ettinger
Mina Fisher and Fritz Nelson
Eugene U. and Mary F. Frey  

Family Fund  
of The Saint Paul Foundation

Betsy Frost and Charlie Anderson
Martha Gabbert
James and Julie Gasper
Leland and Beverly Gehrke
Michael Gillis and  

Gretchen Schnell
Joline Gitis and Dr. Steven Miles
Lynn A. Glesne
John and Barbara Goergen
William Goetz
John and Joanne Gordon Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Grinnell Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Roger Gross and Mary Dunnavan
Drs. Greg and Angie Hatfield
Dori Helmer
Polly Henderson
David Hilden and Julie Railsback
Linda Hoeschler and Peter Blyberg
Jon and Beverly Holt
Dorothy J. Horns and  

James P. Richardson
Fran* and Arthur Horowitz
Dr. Charles Horwitz
Ruth and John Huss
Sally Hwang
Nancy Hylden and  

Peter McLaughlin
Sally* and Chuck Jorgensen
Warren and Patty Kelly
Melissa and Peter Kim
Andrea and Robert Kircher
Tim and Karen Klevar

Lindsay J. Kruh
Anita Kunin
Dianne and Daniel* Latham
Darlene and David Lee
Ilo and Margaret Leppik
Fern D. Letnes
Sheila and Stephen Lieberman
Marissa Lingen and Mark Gritter
John R. Litch
Dave and Peggy Lucas
Mike Luger and Nancy Heim
Holly MacDonald and  

John Orbison
Carol Ann and Harvey Mackay
Helmut and Mary Maier
Stephanie and Phillip Martineau
Mary and Brenda
Lucy C. Mitchell –  

The Longview Foundation
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Noah and Beth Ann Monsen
Ann and Alfred Moore
Judith Moore
Katherine Murphy
NaLa Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Curt D. Nelson
Tamrah and Stephen O’Neil
Donald G. and Beverly J. Oren 

Charitable Gift Fund
Mary Ella Pratte and  

David Donahoo
William and Sue Roberts
Kamas and Carlye Rooney
Meg and Clayton Rudolph
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Donald E. Ryks and  

Mary Anne Ryks
John and Carolyn Sandgren
Linda and Steven Sandvig
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Carol and Rick Seaberg
Marlene and Thomas Shaughnessy
Rebecca and John Shockley
Douglas and Katherine Skor
William and Marcelyn Smale
Peter Spokes
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Barbara J. Telander
Anthony Thein
Mary Hershberger Thun and 

David Thun
Tom and Bonnie Umhoefer
Dee Weaver
Betty Ann and Cornie Wiens
Marion and Dave* Williams
Eleanor and Fred Winston –  

The Longview Foundation
Rear Admiral Ray C. and  

Jean K. Witter
Martha Wren
Sandra and Dale Wucher
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$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous (7)
Ronald L. Abrams and  

Joanne B. Rogin-Abrams
Frank and Barb Abramson
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Sara Viker Althoff and Terry Althoff
Ross and Karen Alwin
JoAnn and Tom Ambrose
Suzanne Ammerman
Don and Rose Andersen
Nina Archabal
Eldon Arden
Martha Goldberg Aronson and 

Daniel Aronson
Mary Kay Arthur 
Annette Atkins
Josephine M. Bahl
Karen Baker
Janet and Mary Balej
Muriel J. Bebeau
Sue Bennett
Russ and Becky Bierbaum
Ellen Bogardus-Szymaniak
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Elizabeth and Joseph Brama
Fredric and Deborah Bremseth
Tyrone* and Delia Bujold
Dr. Krzysztof Burhardt and  

April L. Spas
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
Phillip M. and Cheryl A. Carlson
Collins and Barbara Cavender
Dr. and Mrs. Collins Cavender
Paul and Edna Christopherson 

Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Arnold Chu and I-ming Shih
Andrew Compton and  

Melissa Grette-Compton
Paula Cooney and Aldo Walker
Ted and Carol Cushmore  

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Ken and Linda Cutler
Michaelanne Degrood
Steve and Janet Dietrich
Megan and Dennis Doyle
Joyce and Hugh Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Carolyn and Don Egeberg
Clare Eisenberg and  

Colin Carleton
James and Elizabeth Ericksen
Sally and Michael Feder
Jordan and Jenny Focht
Terrance Fox 
Patricia R. Freeburg
Daniel and Carol Frenning
John and Karen Froelich
Ellen Gallagher
Michael Gast and  

Joan Christenson, 
in memory of Gary C. Gast

Joyce and Charles Gauck

Lisa Gault
Tim Geoffrion
Claire Givens and Andrew Dipper
Jennifer Gross
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Guerino
Joseph and Deirdre Haj
Roger B. Hallgren, M.D.
Dr. James and Dorothy Halverson
Rieke and Craig Hankins
Burt Hara,  

in loving memory of Julie Hara
Bea and Ron Hasselmann
Linda and Jeffrey Hernes
David and Marjorie* Hols
Sondra W. Howe,  

in memory of Robert B. Howe
Sally and David Hyslop
Garin Ipsen
Andrea and Gary* Iseminger
Ann Jennen and Bruce Jacobs
Cathryn and Dale Jacobson
Gail M. Jones
Kelly and Hans Kabat
Chuck and Kathleen Kauffman
Janice and Robert Keefe
Rosemary M. Kessler
Nancy and Jared Kieling
Ann and Matthew Kinney,  

in memory of Carolyn Miller
Karen and Stephan Kistler
David J. Klaiber
Brian Kleinke and Erin Winchell
Nita Krevans
Cleo Kriesel
Barbara and Robert Kueppers
Kristi LaLonde
Julie Lange
Kristin Lee
Sally and Ernest Lehmann  

Family Fund, in memory of 
Sally Lehmann

Kevin Rhodes and Melinda Lopes
Andrew Luger and  

Ellen Goldberg Luger
Mary Ellen and John Lundsten
Mark and Becky* Lystig
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Lindsey Main and Peter Downie
Karen Margolis and  

Robert Simonds
James and Jane Matson
Mary and Ron Mattson
Sam* and Patty McCullough
Anne McKinsey, in memory of 

Mary Earl McKinsey
Todd and Christine McVay
Mary and Bob Mersky
Mike and Carol Milligan
Beverly Montgomery
Tom and Conchy Morgan
Gillian and Roy Myers
Claire and Gary Nelson
Cory Nelson
David and Valerie Pace

Minsok Pak and Carrie Shuchart
Richard Palmer, in memory of 

Elizabeth Palmer Meisinger 
and Ruta Palmer

Ashley Perala
Susan J. Perkins
Gary N. and Barbara J. Petersen
David and Helen* Peterson
Dwight and Marjorie* Peterson
Brian Pietsch and  

Christopher Hermann
Patricia Ploetz
Anne and John Polta
Nancy and James Proman
Beth Rapier and Tony Ross
Remele Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Mark and Beth Robbins
Sandra Bemis Roe
Barbara and David Roen
Rich Rolfs and  

Mary Zygmunt-Rolfs
Susan Roosenraad
Burton G. Ross and 

 Cynthia Rosenblatt Ross Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Lisa Rovick and Bruce Simpson
Peter J. Rue
R.T. Rybak and Megan O’Hara
Shirley and Michael Santoro
Luke Schallinger
Jon Schasker* and  

Deborah Carlson
Richard Schmitter
Buddy Scroggins and  

Kelly Schroeder
Craig and Mariana Shulstad
Roger and Molly Sit
Richard and Mary Jo* Skaggs
Schele and Phil Smith
Eric and Mary Snustad
Patricia and Arne Sorenson 
George* and Betty Kay Stein
Robert and Sandra Stein
William and Mary Steinbicker
Chichi Steiner and Tom Rassieur
Dr. John and Jennifer Stoltenberg
Dr. Phillip and Jessica Stoltenberg
Mary J. Streitz
John L. Sullivan Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Claudia* and Dick Swager
Marsha and Gary* Tankenoff
Mayer and Elizabeth Tapper
Murray Thomas and  

Stephen Davis
Barbara N. Thorkelson
Timothy J. Thorson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
Ross Tolbert
Louise A. Town, M.D.
Jennifer Twaddle and  

Jeremy Warring
Stephanie C. Van D’Elden
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Sharon Van Dyck and 
 Rick Kelber

John Velin and Jane Harper
Dr. Jorge Velosa and 

 Dr. Chris Sigurdson 
Carl Voss
Kate and Vince Walker
Kimberly and Peter Walsh
William and Barbara Welke
Rev. Don Allan Wells*
Pamela R. Weston
Lawrence and Sherri Wick
John* and Nedra Wicks
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
John Windhorst
Rita Wolf
Denise Woods
Glenn and Teri Woythaler
Deborah Wright,  

in memory of Katie
Douglas and  

Laurinda Sager Wright
Drs. G. Kevin Zhang and  

Anna Y. Hsu

CONCERTMASTER’S 
CIRCLE
$1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous (24)
Alden and Elizabeth (Bette) 

Abraham Charitable Gift Fund
John and Cheryl Adolphson
James and Anne Afdahl
Doug Affinito Charitable Gift Fund
Susan and Jim Ahrens
Janet Albers
Rebecca Albers
Erica and Thomas Allenburg
Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Jeff Anderson - House of Note
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Steven Anderson and  

Barbara Randolph-Anderson
John and  

Dr. Virginia Lupo Ankeny
Elaine Anton
Augustine Family Charitable Fund
Dan Avchen and David Johnson
Michael and Yoshie Babcock
Carole and Doug* Baker
Kendall Baker
Jason and Allison Bakke
Thomas and Jill Barland
Jim and Allison Barosko
Shane Bartleson and  

Jan Nickolay
Charles Baxter
Nannette Beckley
Elisabeth Bennett
Mary Anne* and Donald Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Berg
Chip and LuAnn Berglund
Denise and Jon Beusen
Carolyn Bisson and Richard Miller

Susan J. Blumentals
Janet Kelly Bohan
Mrs. John R. Borchert*
Dean Borghorst
Jeff Bowar
Shamayne and Charlie Braman
Andy Brehm
James Bremer
Jan Breyer
Tom Brix
Ronnie and Roger Brooks
Nancy S. Brown
John and Nancy Bruggeman
Kristen Bruya and  

Andy Chappell
A.S. Buchanan
Vicki Bunker
Dr. Andrew and Sherilyn Burgdorf
Martha A. and Ronald F. Caldwell
Anne Wright Campbell
Joan and Gary Capen
Erin and Tim Carlson
Ruth and Alan* Carp
Mary Lou Judd Carpenter
Linda Caruthers
Alice Cederberg
Niels Chapman
Yvonne Cheek and  

Mike Kirkwood
Bill and Nancy Child
Ann and Bruce Christensen
Eugene and Kay* Christenson
Edmund and Harriett Chute
Dean* and Patricia Clarke
Susan Clift
Joan Cochran and  

Matthew Crellin
Doris Cogelow
Melissa Cohen Silberman and 

Sheldon Silberman
Dr. James and Roberta Craig
Mary Croft
Bonnie Crum
John Cushing and Martha Joy
Jeffrey and Dawn Daehn
Mr. Peter Dahlberg
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Sharon M. Danes and  

Bob Milligan
Linda and Philip Dech
Joan Delich
Susan H. DeNuccio
Nina and Anthony DiAngelis
Dennis J. Dietzler, Esq.
Daniel and Margaret Donoghue
David Doty
John and Maureen Drewitz
Marian Ducharme and  

David Lindblom
Ruth S. Duffy
Laura and Tim Edman
Brad and Cindy Eggen
Greg Eiss

The Ekdahl Hutchinson  
Family Fund

Tracy Elftmann
Evelyn Emerson
Jane Emison
John J. Erickson
Alexa and Stephen Fang
Michael and Diane Feldman
Rev. Ann Fenlason
Dennis and Joyce Findley
Wanda Fingalson
Margaret (Peg) Flanagan*
The Connie Foote Family Fund
Karen Ford
Silas and Vicki Ford
Salvatore Silvestri Franco
Frush Family Foundation,  

Jeffrey and Mary Frush
Mary and Jay Gallagher
Nancy Geiger
Steve Gentile and  

William Hendrickson
Steven Gibson
Ken and Lynn Gilmore
Dorothy Gjerdrum
Steve Gordon and  

Mary “Pat” Gavan-Gordon
Laura Gorman
Mary Graf
Dr. Todd Grant and  

Debra Nelson-Grant
Myra and Roger* Greenberg
Elizabeth and James Grimmer
Mary and Thomas Gross
Paula and Michael Gross
Amy Groszbach and  

Dr. John O’Brien
Jane L. Grunklee
Jean Christianson Grussing and 

Bruce D. Grussing Family Fund
Robert and Julie Guelich
Ellen Guerin
Terrie Gwen
Bruce and Judith Hadler
James and Kathleen Haglund
Heather and Nils Halker
Donald and Marion Hall
Ken and Suanne Hallberg
Mark and Lana Halldorson
Patricia L. Hanauer
Charlene Hara
Granville Harlow
Thomas Hatch and  

Stacy Mattingly
Drs. Gordon Haugan and  

Mary Meyer
Dr. Elisabeth Heefner
Don Helgeson* and 

 Sue Shepard
Jennifer Herman
Carrie and Richard Higgins
Rich and Jodi Hill
Helen and Curt Hillstrom
Judith and Walter Hinck
Paul and Carol Hinderlie
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Barbara Walters Hodges
Shirley Hogan
Barbara Holmes
Karen Lundmark Holmes
Marsha Holmes and  

Matthew Switzer 
Jean McGough Holten
Stanley and Jane Hooper
Andy Horstman and Mary Perry
Therese Hovard
Marylyn and Kent Howe
Dr. Tina Huang
Michael Huck
Carlton Hunke* and Kate Haugen
Steven and Barbara Isaacson
Brian Jacobs
Finn Jacobsen
Dr. Pamela Jaworski and  

Paul Maus
The Jeffs
Kathy and Roy Jenson
Susan Jerutis
Audrey Aronson Johnson
Guy and Jean Johnson
Mick and Susan Johnson
Paul R. Johnson and  

Jane L. Hogan
The Reverend Russell and  

Mrs. Susan Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Jeanie and Paul Kaeding
Richard Kain and  

Katherine Simon Frank
Georgia and Joe Kandiko
Edward and Irene Kaplan
Dr. Martin and Carole Kaplan
Kathryn E. Keefer
Kate Kelly and Todd Katopodis
Marilyn and John Kemme
Mike Kesti
William Kindler
Monica King, PhD
Susan Kressin and James Radtke
Judith Krow and  

David MacMillan*
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and 

Michael Walsh*
James Kunz
Harold and Grace Kurtz Fund
Carol Lacey
Jose Lamela Jr.
Carol A. Larson
Kenyon S. Latham
Hilda Lauriello
Benjamin and Ruth Leadholm
Tom and Sue Leaf
Darlene Lee
Dr. Ignatius Lee
Karen S. Lee
Gordon E. Legge and  

Wendy Willson Legge
Ruth and David Legvold
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Virginia Lindow
Winnie and Keith Lindstam

John Lindstrom
Jeffrey Locke
Shu Situ Loewenstein
George Logan and  

Susan Holman
Wendy Lukaszewski
Sarah Lutman
Karen and Alex MacMurdo
John Madura
Stephen and Kathi Austin Mahle
Dorothy and Toby Markowitz
Lawrence and Paulette Massa
Phyllis Mattill
Randy and Kathy Mattson
Kay and Mike* McCarthy
Mary McCary
Candace McClenahan
Mark McDonald
Donn and Bonnie McLellan
Mary H. and J. Milo Meland 

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Tom Melchior
Harry and Marilyn Meline Trust
Ann and Mark Merchlewitz
Stephen and Margaret Meyers
William C. Michaelis and  

Ellory Christianson
Dr. Tim Miley and Dr. Mary Miley
David Miller,  

in memory of Mary Dew
Joan Miller and Wayne Thomson
John W. Miller, Jr.
Linda J. Miller and Paul Bruer
Michael Miller
Jim Miner and John Easton*
Jannell Mohn
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Moller
Susan Moore and Douglas Winn
Inar and Susan Morics
Joon and Jim Mornes
Chris and Jack Morrison
Gordon and Nina Mosser
Carolyn Mueller
George E. Muellner
Jean and Don Mueting
Mary and Peter Mulier
Gwen and Mason Myers
Jeff N. and John F.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Neal, Jr.
Peter Nealy
Barbara and John Nellermoe
Marybeth Nelson
Sue and Doug Nelson
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
Win and Christie Neuger  

Family Foundation
Richard and Joan Newmark
Kurt and Sandra Niederluecke
Donald Nordstrom
John and Patricia Nyman
Marjorie Nyquist, in memory of  

R. Stanford Nyquist
Cheryl O’Connell

Eugene and Julia Ollila
Neil and Gail Olszewski
Ruth and Ahmad Orandi
Susie Osaki Holm
Mary Claire Owen
Joan Palmquist
Derrill Pankow and Al Bradley
Sotirios Parashos and  

Christina Phill
Paul Park
Robert and Julie Paschke
Dr. Donald Pastor
Marcia Peck and  

David Kamminga
Ann and Bob Perkins
Ben and Christine Phelps
Kay Phillips and  

Jill Mortensen Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Anne D. Pick
Mark and Janet Pladson
Anita and James Platt
David and Susan Plimpton
Joe and Sara Pohlad
Marilyn Pyle
Dr. Laura Rathe
Gail Reich
Suzanne and Don Renwick
Bonnie and Tim Rietz
Jane Riley-Koll
Karen E. Robinson
Sheldon* and Shawn Rockler
Peg Roessler and Loren Sinning
Paul F. and Eugenie Rolvaag
Kathy and Patrick Romey
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Barbara L. Rossow
David and Kathy Rothenberger
John and Susan Ryan
Arne and Dyanne Sather
Julie Schlueter
E. Nick and Karen Schmit
Bernie Schmitt*
Kenneth Schram
Carl Schroeder
Jodi and Lizzie Schwegman
Dr. Judith Scoville
Kathryn Sedo and Scott Beers
Donald Selinger
Althea M. Sell, in memory of 

William Dean Sell
John and Jana Severtson
Alan and Linda Shapiro
Emily and Dan Shapiro
Gale Sharpe
David Shea, in memory of  

Gerry H. Shea
Susan and Lawrence Sheets
Linda and Tom Sheran
Morris Sherman and  

Marilyn Marker
Carolyn Shrewsbury
Gordon and Marianne Shumaker
Jack and Brenda Sielaff
James Skakoon
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Jacquelyn and Alex Slepak
Dr. David and Dr. Vivien Smith
Dr. James and Joanne Smith
Kevin and Lynn Smith
Linda and J. Patrick Smith
Kim Snow
Beth Snyder-Jones
Linnea Sodergren
Ardath Solsrud
Marilyn Somdahl
Curtis and Louise Speller
Rachael Spiegel
Daleen Stamas
George and Janet Stevens
Marcia and John Stout
Sylvia Strobel and  

Walter Lehmann
Charles and Paula Streiff
Jami Stromberg
Frank Stubbs and Tom Lee
Jessica Stumphy
Shane Swanson
Suzanne Swanson
C.B. Sweatt Foundation
Kathleen Sweetman and  

Jim Waight
Jerry Swenson
Lester and Darlene Swenson
Thomas Tape
Judith Tarabek
Dr. Andrew J. Thomas
Kay A. Thomas and  

James W. Rustad
Daniel C. and Trudy Thompson
Jean Thomson
Peter and Michele Timmons
John Toso and Janet Johnshoy
Gerri Toyama
Bennett Trochlil
Eric J. Trosdahl and Larry Loyer
Carol and Lynn Truesdell
Robert and Betty Van Tassel
Nick and Linda VanDuzee
Paula Vesely
Marybeth and David Vigeland
John Vilandre
Linda Wadsworth and  

Bob Downs
Michael A. Wagner
Bernie* and Jan Wagnild
Karen and Richard Wald
Bob Waldron
Mary and James Walus
Dr. Patrick Warfield and  

Kirsten Lies-Warfield
Suzanne and Hugh Watson
Richard Weber
David Wedel
Paul Wehling
Stephen and Carey Weiler
Chris and Jill Westermeyer
Pam Weston
Barbara C. White
Tom and Nancy Willette
Lani Willis and Joel Spoonheim

Gary Wilson and Tara Sutton
Estelle Winiecki
Nancy and Greg Winter
Barbara Winthrop
Jim Wise and  

Linnea Stromberg-Wise
Peg and Dick Woellner
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Nicole and Kirt Woodhouse
Winifred Wu and Robert Lund
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Terry Zickrick

*In Remembrance

These listings are current as of October 
24, 2025. If your name has been 
inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed, 
please accept our apology and contact 
the Development department at 612-371-
5600 or at support@mnorch.org.

For information on giving at these or  
other levels, please call Bonnie Marshall 
at 612-371-7122 or visit our website at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/waystogive.
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Accelerator Funds

  

The funds below support 
the research, development 
and implementation of new 
projects and initiatives at 
the Minnesota Orchestra 
and allow the Orchestra to 
seize on opportunities that 
will greatly benefit our 
audiences and community.

Artistic Excellence 
Accelerator Fund
Bob and Carolyn Nelson

Digital Enhancement Fund
Catherine R. and  

Steven Webster

Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion Accelerator Fund
Laurie and Ed Greeno, 
Laysha Ward and  

Bill Kiffmeyer, 
Yvonne Cheek and  

Mike Kirkwood,
Denise and Maurice 

Holloman

Major Restricted Funds

  
The major restricted 
funds below are dedicated 
to supporting an array 
of initiatives, artistic 
collaborations, education 
and outreach programs, 
Orchestra musicians, 
and guest artists and 
conductors.

The Bellwether Fund
for Musician Designated 
Initiatives

Nicky Carpenter Fund
for Artistic Collaborations

Charles and Kathy 
Cunningham Fund
for Education and Outreach

Kenneth and  
Betty Jayne Dahlberg Fund
for Minnesota Orchestra 
Musicians

Roberta Mann Foundation 
Fund
for Guest Artists and 
Conductors

Sit Investment Associates
Chair for Education

The Fine Instrument 
Collection of the 
Minnesota Orchestra 

 
Steinway & Sons is the 
official piano of the 
Minnesota Orchestra. 

Andreas Guarnerius  
bass violin 
donated by 
Edward J. Davenport

The Michael Leiter  
Bass Violin Collection 
donated by  
Kenneth N. and  
   Judy Dayton and 
Douglas W. and  
   Louise Leatherdale

Carcassi violin  
donated by Kirke Walker

Lyon & Healy harp 
donated by 
Georgia and Jim Thompson 

Steinway grand piano 
donated by 
Dr. F. Bruce Lewis

Royal Eijsbouts church bells
and orchestral microphones 
and audio processing 
equipment
donated by Gary B. Cohen

SPECIAL FUNDS
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ESTATE GIFTS      2025–26

Anonymous (44)
Mary Adams
Sally M. Ahlcrona*
Dennis Albrecht
Meredith B. Alden*
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Mary Alverson
Donald Amundson
Frances V. Anderson*
Karen L. Anderson and  

Dr. Karol L. Jensen*
Kenneth Gene Anderson*
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Trudi Anderson and  

Joseph Green
Elizabeth S. Andrews*
Mrs. DeWalt Ankeny, Sr.*
John and Dr. Virginia Lupo 

Ankeny
Evelyn and Stuart Lane Arey*
Susan and Lloyd Armstrong
Jerry L. Artz
William G. Asp*
Howard B. Atkin, M.D.
Elisabeth M. Ayers-Diemke*
Carole and Doug* Baker, Sr.
Edward* and Karen Baker
Julie M. and Douglas M. Baker, Jr.
Rosalyn and Michael Baker*
Mrs. Edward L. Bakewell, Jr.*
Maria G. Bales
Allen and Andra Barnard
Bernard D. Barton*  

in honor of Doris Barton
Jill and Christine Bartyzal
Sandra and James Bates
Richard S. Bauder*
Paul and Ruth Bauhahn*
Charles Baxter
Atherton and Winifred Bean*
Elinor Watson Bell*
Thomas D. Bell*
Mr. and Mrs. Judson Bemis*
Catherine Joan Benson
Marilyn C. Benson*
Ruth M. and Howard H. Berg*
Paul R. Berndt*
Scott Berry and Kate Johnson
Arlene M. Besemann*
Annie and Jeff Betts
Bruce and Arline Beutel*
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bicknell*
Robert and Rebecca Binder
Janis* and Susan Blumentals
Phillip Bohl and Janet Bartels
Emily and Charles Boigenzahn
Bob Boldt*
Karen Bolstad*

Joan Bond*
Penny Bond and Chuck Grimsrud
Edward H. Borkon*
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Margaret and William Bracken
Robert D. Brendsel*
Dianne Brennan
Larry and Ellen Marie Brentzel
Christopher and Nancy Brewster
Ralph and Mary Brindle
David R. Brink*
Bob and Gail Brinkworth
Cynthia Eddy Britt*
Bob and Carolyn* Brix
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Carol and Michael Bromer
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence K. Bros*
Susan J. Bruce*
Dr. Richard Brunning*
Tyrone and Delia Bujold
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
James P. Callahan*
Janet Callahan
Joan and Gary Capen
Deborah Carlson
Joe* and Pat Carlson
June Carlson and 

 Katherine Carlson*
Richard and Mari Carlson
Leonard G. and  

Geraldine K. Carpenter*
Tom and Nicky Carpenter*
Richard Casement
Keith and Dona Caswell*
Mark and Robin Caufman
William and Nancy Child
Judith A. Christensen*
Dr. Nadia Christensen*
Katherine Christoffel*
The Paul Christopherson Family
Richard M. Cisek*
Dave and Carolyn Cleveland
Dr. and Mrs. John I. Coe*
Barbara Cohen
Robert Collins
Dave Colwell*
Elizabeth Cook*
Diane and Stanley Coombes
James P. Corson*
Michael and Catherine Crane
Alyce Mae Cranston*
Tom* and Ellie Crosby, Jr.
Marion Cross*
Charles and Kathy Cunningham*
Steven J. Curnow
Andrew Czajkowski
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes

Ann M. David*
Tom E. Davis
Sharon Davison* 
Kenneth N. and Julia W. Dayton*
Cy and Paula DeCosse
John and Sanja DeGarmo
Vi Victoria Deiro*
Laura Delavie
Carol and Charles M. Denny, Jr.*
Merlin* and Barbara Dewing
William C. and Corinne J. Dietrich*
Arline B. Dimond*
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Dixon*
Keith M. and Linda M. Donaldson
Esther B. Donovan*
Ernest F. Dorn*
Edna C. Downing*
Carl B. Drake, Jr.*
Holly Beth Duevel
Mary Beth Eagan
Morris and Marcia Eaton
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Richard Stembler
Jean R. Eckerly*  

in honor of Osmo Vänskä
Sally Economon*
Dr. Hugh and Joyce Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Kent and Katherine Eklund
Dr. E. Duane and  

Marlene* Engstrom
James E. Ericksen*
John J. Erickson
Harry and Nancy Ervin* 
Dr. Dan and Marilyn Erwin*
Pamela Étienne-Planche*
William Etter
Emogene Becker Evans*
Tom* and Corrine Feinberg
Mary Ann Feldman*
Gertrude Hill Ffolliott
Catherine C. Finch*
Birdie and Bob Fischer*
Donna Fiterman*
Mary Goff Fiterman*
Mr.* and Mrs. Henry Flesh
Teena Fletcher*
Matthew and Marcia Floding
Victoria Fodor
Clifford C. Fortin, Ph.D.*
Charles and Tanya Foster*
Terrance L. Fox 
Clarence G. Frame*
Salvatore S. Franco
Leland and Marles Frankman
Shirley M. Frederick*
Dr. Daniel H. and Carol S. Frenning

THE LAUREATE SOCIETY
The Laureate Society recognizes those who have included the  

Minnesota Orchestra in their estate plans.

MO_Donors_Dec-2025.indd   64MO_Donors_Dec-2025.indd   64 11/18/25   2:18 PM11/18/25   2:18 PM



65SHOWCASE DECEMBER 2025      65

2025–26      ESTATE GIFTS

Adele A. and Donald E. Garretson*
Michael Gast and  

Joan Christenson
Charles and Joyce Gauck
Regis F. Gaudet*
Lois and Larry Gibson*
Emma Gilbert*
Marvin and Randy Gilman*
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Bill and Paula Glade
Barbara E. Glas
Dr. Marvin E. Goldberg*
Dr. Stanley M. and  

Luella G. Goldberg
John and Lynn Goodwyne 
Dr. Fred Gordon*
Polly B. Gordon
Stephen Gordon
Robert and Ellen Green*
Laurie and Ed Greeno
Jane and David Gregerson
Thomas Allen Gregory* and 

Françoise deRochefort 
Thompson

Myrtle C. Grette*
George Grim*
Marjorie* and Joseph Grinnell
N. Bud* and Beverly Grossman
Joel M. Grover
Marise Evadne Gustafson* 
Michelle Hackett
Evelyn Sonnack Halverson*
William H. Halverson
Antonia Hamilton 
Dale Hammerschmidt* and  

Mary Arneson
Ruth Evarts Hanold*
Donald T. Hansen*
Deborah Hanson
Joan Hanson*
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung 
Stella J. Hawkinson*
Heidi and Chris Hedberg
John and Jean Hedberg*
Reid and Cheryl Hegland
Roy P. and Barbara L. Heinrich
Kris and David Henderson
Paul* and Jeannette Hermans
Fredrick J. Hey* and  

Toney Frampton*
Arthur E. Higinbotham 
Karen and John Himle
Walt and Judy Hinck
Leonard and Mary Lou Hoeft*
Susan Jane Fey Hoffe*
Al Hoffman*
Diane and Tony Hofstede
Gertrude Hognander*
Orville C. Hognander, Jr.*
Nancy J. Holland*
Cara Gould Holmberg and  

David Holmberg

Karen Lundmark Holmes
Spencer and Nancy Holmes
Deborah L. Hopp
Norma L. Hovden*
Bradley A. Hoyt
Kenneth Huber and  

Stephen Jon Hamilton
Hella Mears Hueg*
David and Wonhi Hurd
David and Sally Hyslop
Elizabeth J. Indihar*
Andrea and Gary Iseminger
Brian E. Jacobs
Dale and Cathryn Jacobson
Janice Jacobson*
Sherry H. James* and  

James B. Preus*
Truman* and Leila Jeffers
Mrs. Blair Jenness*
Charlie Johnson 
Dr. and Mrs. Einar O. Johnson*
Dr. and Mrs. Frank E. Johnson*
Gregory and Mary Johnson
Gustave F. Johnson*
Jerry Johnson and Larry Montan
Klara Johnson*
Lori Johnson and James MacKay
Margaret L. Johnson
Marshall and Barbara Johnson
Mary and Ray Johnson*
Paul C. Johnson, Jr.*
Suzanne M. Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Inky Johnstone*
Charmaine H. Jones
Gail M. Jones*
Lorna Jones*
Barbara A. Jordan
Charles R. and Sally B. Jorgensen
Kathy* and John Junek
Richard Y. Kain
Drs. Scott and Julie Kammer
Dr. Markle and Charlotte Karlen*
Jeannine and Bill Karnes*
Laurie E. Karnes
David and Barbara Kearn
Mary Keithahn
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Keller*
Kearnan Kelly
Warren and Patty Kelly
David Keyes
Robin Keyworth and Steven Haasl
Jon N. Kietzer
Pamela Kildahl
Jonathon E. and Linda V. Killmer
Margaret L. Kilroe*
Pam and Dan Kjellman
Bernice L. Klask*
Kathryn Klibanoff and  

Jeremy Edes Pierotti
Jannette C. Koenen*
Donald R. Koessel*
Michael and Harriette Krasnoff
George and Louise Krause

Nita Krevans
Rachel Krevans*
Felice and Mervin Kronfeld*
Judith Krow and David MacMillan
Lindsay J. Kruh
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and  

Mike Walsh
Harold P. and Grace A. Kurtz
Claude and Lorraine Lammers*
Kirk and Jane Landman
Anne Walker Langaard
Connie and Bruce Langager
Carol A. Larson
Dianne Plunkett Latham and 

Daniel W. Latham*
Rianne L. Leaf
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale
David R. and Darlene A. Lee
Charlotte Lehman*
Stefanie Ann Lenway and 

Thomas Murtha
Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Tom and Rhoda Lewin*
Dr. F. Bruce Lewis*
Mr. and Mrs. Ward B. Lewis*
John and Nancy Lindahl
Clarkson* and Nancy Lindley
Barbara S. Longfellow*
Dawn M. Loven
Dr. Charles H. Luedtke
Wendy Lukaszewski
Patricia Lund*
Dennis Lundgren and  

Dale Simpson
Roger and Marcy Lundquist
Linda and Warren Mack
Christopher S. MacLennan
Kimberley A. MacLennan
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Patrick and Angela Mahoney
Richard Maier
Anita Makar*
Fred* and Karen Malver
Mary and Brenda
Dr. Donald S. Masler* 
Jane Dickey Matson
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Mauszycki
Sue McAllister
Candace L. McClenahan
Katie McCurry*
Martha L. McCusker and  

Stephen K. Shuman
Mildred E. McGonagle*
Dan* and Pam McGowan
Mary Ann McGuire
Ann Marie McIntire
Anne McKinsey
Mary Earl McKinsey*
Harriet and Bill* Mears
Roberta Megard*
Tom Melchior
Marlys and Robert Melius
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Paul Mellblom and  
Peter Farstad

Margaret and Walter Meyers*
William C. Michaelis
Marlys Joan Michels*
Anne W. and Eldon C.* Miller
Evelyn Miller
Rudolph W. and Gladys D. Miller*
Mike and Carol Milligan
Charles L. Mitchell*
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Beverly Montgomery
Carol C. Moore
Gerald F. and Joyce G. Moran
Kristina K. Morden
Judy Morgan
Margaret Morris*
Jean Morrison
Cathy and John Muggee 
Betty Myers*
Douglas Myhra and  

John Clingerman*
James Nastoff
Art and Jan Nelson
Dr. Glen D. Nelson* and  

Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Marybeth Nelson
Paul and Terry Nelson
Rodney L. Nelson
Frederic D. Nemer, M.D.
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
Mabeth Neslund*
Ann Newhall* and  

Richard Schleuss
Brian and Angela Newhouse
Richard and Joan Newmark
Lois Nickles*
Frances Norbeck*
Dr. Joseph Norquist*
Scott and Sandy Nygaard 
Margaret O’Connor*
Elinor K. Ogden*
Dale and Nancy Olseth*
Marc Ondrechen and  

Shelly Rae Linnell
Gregory W. Onstad
Marsha and Warren Oskey
Bea Ourada
Marjorie G. Owen
Ruth Palmer and  

Lorelee Wederstrom
Anita M. Pampusch, Ph.D., and 

Frank J. Indihar, M.D.*
Louise M. Pardee*
Gordon C. and Harriet D. Paske*
Terry and Mary Patton
Donna L. Pauley*
Robert and Ruth Paulson*
Ruby Pediangco and  

Matt Shumway
Cora E. Peffer*
George T. and Jevne H. Pennock*
Susan J. Perkins

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Peter*
Lois Petersen
Alice L. Peterson
Carol A. Peterson
Robert G. Peterson*
Kay Pickett
Corinne Griffith Pillsbury*
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Pillsbury, Jr.*
Bruce and Kathleen* Pohlig 
Ivan M. Policoff*
David and Gaylene Poretti
Phyllis and Bob Porter
Jonathan and Mary C. Preus
David Price
Brian G. Prokosch and  

Trish Huberty Prokosch
Nancy and James Proman
Rudolph A. Ptak*
Judith and David Ranheim
William and Betty Reber*
Ruth W. Redhead*
Elizabeth Reese-Marton*
Gail Reich and David Holter
Judy and Mike Ricart
Patricia S. Ringer*
Mr.* and Mrs. Walter M. Ringer, Jr.
Alison E. Roberts
Karen E. Robinson
Mrs. John S. Roller*
John and Dorothy Roos*
Bob and Becky Rorke
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Kathy Ross
James and Aileen Rowe
Berneen Rose Rudolph
Dale M. Rundell*
John M. and T. Eileen Russell*
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Ronald K. and Carol B. Rydell
Marilyn McGandy Ryerse* and 

William Ryerse* 
Warren R. Sagstuen
W. B. Saunders*
Jo Ellen and H.L. Saylor
Trevor Schaeffer
L. Joseph Schermann
Frederick (Fritz) Constans 

Scheurer* Memorial,  
Associate Principal Bass

Karl Scheurer* Memorial, 
Concertmaster

Paul H. Schmitt*
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Bob and Shirley Schon*
Bob* and Linda Schreiner
Russell G. Schroedl*
Mendon F. Schutt Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Margaret J. Schweizer*
Dale and Kay Schwie
Regis and Ruth Seidenstricker*
Miriam Seim*
Jules Selcer*
Michael and Julie Serber
Jeanne L. Shank*

Laura* and Mike Shannon
Gale Sharpe
David M. Shea
Ruth M. Shipley*
John and Rebecca Shockley
Mariana and Craig Shulstad
Dr. Richard and Jean* Simmons
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
David and Dana Siskind
James Skakoon
Margaret H. Skoglund*
Nicholas and  

Angela Skrowaczewski
Lee and Mary Slater*
Nancy Slaughter*
Holly Slocum
Arthur J. Smith and  

Marcia L. Thoen 
Clayton Smith 
Jacqueline Smith
Joan T. Smith*
Mary L. Smith
The Soeffker Trust
Frank J. Sorauf*
Larry and Glenora Souther
Dr. Jennine and Jack* Speier
William and Renate Sperber
Jean and Robert* Spong
Dee and Gordon Sprenger
Richard and Carol Stahl
Dennis Stanton
Loring M. Staples*
Norm* and Norma Steck
Lois Steer and Larry Peterson
Betty Kay and George Stein
David and Gwen Steinmeyer
Dr. Norman and Betsy Sterrie*
Julie Stewart
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Holly Streekstra
Ruth Stryker-Gordon*
Betty J. Sullivan*
James L.* and June A. Swartz
Rebecca and Glenn Taibl
Robert S. Takaichi*
Bruce R. Taylor and  

Dennis M. Carey*
John J. Taylor
Barbara J. Telander
Kaimay and Joseph Terry
E. Scott Thatcher*
Paul Rexford Thatcher, Sr.*
Anthony Thein
Joe and Lisa Thiegs
Charles L. Thiesenhusen, M.D.
Gregory J. Thomas and  

Carol M. Downie
Daniel and Trudy Thompson
Jean Thomson
Barbara N. Thorkelson
Timothy J. Thorson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
George and Marian Toren*
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When you include the Minnesota Orchestra 
in your estate plans, you become a member 
of the Laureate Society—and our Laureate 
family. Regular benefits include:

  Invitation to the Ken and Judy 
Dayton Annual Laureate Society Luncheon 
with Minnesota Orchestra musicians

  Backstage tour of Orchestra Hall

  Complimentary refreshments at 
intermission during classical subscription 
season concerts

  Recognition as Laureate Society 
members in publications such as Showcase

  Communications about Minnesota 
Orchestra news and special updates

 VIP ticket services for Laureate 
members who also donate to the Guaranty 
Fund at the Maestro’s Circle level

If you have included the Minnesota 
Orchestra in your estate plans, please let us 
know so we can thank you and recognize 
you personally for your generosity. We will 
respect your wishes to remain anonymous 
if you so choose.

If you would like more information 
about planned giving, please contact 
Emily Boigenzahn at 612-371-7138 or 
eboigenzahn@mnorch.org.

Plan for the future,
Enjoy the benefits today

THE LAUREATE SOCIETY

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Trautman
Rachel Trockman, M.D. and 

Mitchell Trockman
John and Marcia Turcotte*
Janice* and David Tweet
Thyrza Tyrrell*
Joseph and Jean Urista*
June and Vern Vendel*
Paula Vesely
Linda Wadsworth and  

Bob Downs
Angeline L. Walker*
Arnold and Helen Rice Walker*
Kirke W. and Ann Walker*
Mary Frances Walker
Gregory Wallin
Maxine H. Wallin*
Jack and Connie Wallinga*
William K. Wangensteen
Marcia Wattson
Lowell and Carol Weber*
Catherine Roessler Webster and 

Steven Webster
Donald Weesner*
Harvey R. Weesner*
Peter B. Weidner
Dick* and Kathy Welander
Drs. George and Marion Welton*
Tom and Arlene Weyl
Richard* and Carole Wiederhorn
John and Trudy Wilgers
David B. Williamson
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
Douglas Winn and Susan Moore
John and Renata Winsor*
Laurel and Frank H.* Winsor
Elizabeth M. Winston*
Gerald D. (Jay) Woldt*
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Margie and Woody Woodhouse*
Dale and Sandra Wucher
Mark W. Ylvisaker
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Leah Yotter
Aks and Sri Zaheer
Mr. and Mrs. Louis N. Zelle*
Steven and Rita Zellmer*
Joseph A.* and Elizabeth F. Zetah

*In Remembrance

If you would like information about 
planned giving, please contact  
Emily Boigenzahn at 612-371-7138 or 
eboigenzahn@mnorch.org.
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CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS  
AND PUBLIC SUPPORT

The Minnesota Orchestra is grateful to the forward-thinking businesses and 
foundations that value the role of the arts in making our community strong and 
vibrant. Their generous support fuels dazzling musical experiences that enrich, 
inspire and serve people throughout Minnesota, across the country and around 

the world. To find out more about how your organization can play a part, 
contact David Afdahl at 612-371-7126 or dafdahl@mnorch.org.

Media Partner

This activity is made 
possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through 
a Minnesota State Arts 
Board Operating Support 
grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation 
from the arts and cultural 
heritage fund.

$250,000 AND ABOVE

Classical Season Sponsor

$50,000–$99,999

$100,000–$249,999
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Andrews-Hunt Fund  
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Carlson Family Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney and 

The Dorsey & Whitney 
Foundation

Ecolab

Faegre Drinker and Faegre 
Drinker Foundation

Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron
The Hubbard Broadcasting 

Foundation

Marie H. Ankeny Legacy Fund  
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Northern Trust
PNC Bank
Robins Kaplan LLP

$20,000–$49,999

$1,000–$4,999
Dellwood Foundation
Felice E. Kronfeld Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

John W. and Marcia T. 
Turcotte Fund  
of the Saint Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation

Margaret H. & James E. 
Kelley Foundation, Inc.

Minnesota Vikings
Onan Family Foundation
RBC Foundation – USA
Rodgers Classic Organs – 

Peggy Dahl-Bartunek
The Sieff Family Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Boss Foundation
CBIZ Employee Benefits
Charlson Foundation 
Clinton Morrison Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron 
Foundation

HGA 
Kowalski’s Markets
Legacy Printing & Signs
Margaret Rivers Fund
Maslon
Mayo Clinic

The Midwest Radiology 
Foundation

Mortenson Family 
Foundation 

SandCastle Foundation
Tennant Foundation

$10,000–$19,999
3M
Anna M. Heilmaier  

Charitable Foundation 
Ballard Spahr LLP
Beaverdale Foundation
Carlson Companies 
Elizabeth C. Quinlan 

Foundation
Engage Print

Eugene U. and Mary F. Frey 
Family Fund  
of The Saint Paul 
Foundation

EY
Faribault Mill
George Family Foundation
Hoeft Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Jones Day

KNOCK, inc.
KPMG
M.A. Mortenson Company 
Okabena Investment 

Services
The Pentair Foundation 
Stinson
Thrivent Financial
William H. Phipps Foundation
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612.377.2224 / guthrietheater.org

Onstage this winter

by CHARLES DICKENS
adapted by LAVINA JADHWANI
directed by ADDIE GORLIN-HAN
based on the original direction 
by JOSEPH HAJ

Now – Dec 28

Somewhere
by MATTHEW LÓPEZ
directed by JOSEPH HAJ

Dec 13 – Feb 1

A dance-filled 
family portrait 

A 
Christmas 
Carol

Sponsored by

Sponsored by
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