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KATHRYN NETTLEMAN, 
Associate Principal Bass
JOINED MINNORCH: 2009

OUR PICKS
Søndergård, Mozart and Prokofiev 
OCT 1–3
I’m excited to play Mozart’s Fifth Violin 
Concerto and Prokofiev’s Sixth Symphony in 
early October. Stefan Jackiw will shine as our 
soloist in this brilliant jewel of a concerto. 
And the Prokofiev is such a cool piece! Even if 
it’s new to you, it’s tuneful and imaginative 
such that you can “follow” and enjoy it at 
first listen. If you want to hear the Orchestra 
at full effect of color and character, don’t miss 
this satisfying program.
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INFORMATION      

TICKET SALES
minnesotaorchestra.org | 612-371-5656  
tickets@mnorch.org

GENERAL INFORMATION
1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55403 
612-371-5600 | info@mnorch.org

Late-comers will be seated at appropriate 
times by ushers.

Children ages 6 and over are welcome 
at all concerts when accompanied by 
an adult. Family events are open to all 
ages. Free tickets are available for young 
listeners to select concerts through 
Hall Pass; visit mnorch.org/hallpass.

Cough drops are available; ask an usher.

Restrooms are located on all levels. 
Family/gender neutral bathroom is 
on east side, Balcony B.

Coat storage is available in the free 
lockers just outside the rear doors of 
the Auditorium.

LOST AND FOUND
Ask an usher or call 612-371-5626.

CAMERAS AND RECORDINGS
Prohibited during the concert. Please 
silence all electronic devices.

ACCESSIBILITY AND HEARING 
ENHANCEMENT SYSTEM
Visit Audience Services near the 
Marquette Ave. entrance for hearing 
enhancement, noise-cancelling 
headphones, large print programs and 
accessible seating options, including 
a bariatric chair. Talk with us about 
special requests, and we’ll be happy 
to accommodate.

FIRST AID AND SECURITY
A safe and secure venue is our top priority 
at Orchestra Hall. Emergency medical 
technicians and security personnel are 
present at every Orchestra Hall event. 
Please ask any usher for assistance. Our 
trained staff  have procedures in place 
for emergency situations. 

MINNORCH APP AND SOCIAL MEDIA
Download our free app from 
the App Store or Google Play. 
Access your tickets, pre-order 
beverages upon arrival and 
receive special discounts. 

Follow the Orchestra on Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube and TikTok. 

®
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William P. Miller* 
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Barbara Gold, M.D.* 
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Jerome D. Hamilton, Jr.* 
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	 Vice Chair

Martin R. Lueck* 
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Patrick G. Mahoney* 
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Leni Moore* 
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Angela S. Pennington* 
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Luella G. Goldberg* 
	 Officer At-Large

Joseph T. Green* 
	 Officer At-Large

Marilyn Carlson Nelson* 
	 Officer At-Large

Mary G. Lawrence, M.D.* 
	 Secretary

Mark D. Copman* 
	 Treasurer

Isaac Thompson*+ 
	 President and CEO

OFFICERS

LIFE DIRECTORS

DIRECTORS EMERITI

DIRECTORS
Jeannine Befidi
Annie Betts
Theresa Bevilacqua
Amy J. Braford Whittey
Shamayne Braman
Barbara Burwell
Roma Calatayud-Stocks, 
   MSW*
Yvonne Cheek, Ph.D.
Stephanie Childs
John W. Dayton
Adam Duininck
Jonathan Eisenberg*
Michael Elliott
Betsy Frost
Karen Grandstrand
Laurie Hodder Greeno
Thomas Herr
Karen Himle
Diane Hofstede+
   President, FRIENDS of  
   the Minnesota Orchestra

Jay V. Ihlenfeld, Ph.D.*
Philip Isaacson
John Junek
Michael J. Klingensmith
Eric D. Levinson
Michael Maeser
Lindsey Main
Kelly McQueen
Kita McVay 
Linda D. Murrell
Thomas Newton
Cindy Olmanson
Lisa Paradis
Akshay R. Rao 
Karla Robertson
Kamas Rooney
Abigail Rose 
Lauren W. Routhier
Clay Rudolph
Breia Schleuss
Katie Simpson
Eric J. Snustad

Mimi Stake
Julie Howe Stewart
Walter Tambor
Marcia Thoen, Ph.D.+
   President, YPSCA
Benhong Rosaline Tsai, 
   Ph.D.*
Robert E. Tunheim
Patrick Warfield, Ph.D.*
James Watkins, Jr.
Catherine R. Webster
John Wilgers*
Aks Zaheer, Ph.D.

* Member of  
   Executive Committee
+ Ex-Officio

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Luella G. Goldberg*
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Joseph T. Green*
Nancy E. Lindahl*
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Anne W. Miller*
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10% OFF SALES
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TRUNK SHOW & 
RESTYLE EVENT

October 9-10

Bring the stones & gold 
from the jewelry you’re 
not wearing & let Sarah 
design something new 

that you will love!
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Osmo Vänskä
	 Conductor Laureate

Sarah Hicks
	 Principal Conductor,  
	 Live at Orchestra Hall

Molly Turner
	 Associate Conductor

Doc Severinsen
	 Pops Conductor Laureate

Minnesota Chorale
	 Principal Chorus 

Kathy Saltzman Romey
	 Choral Advisor

FIRST VIOLINS
Erin Keefe
	 Concertmaster
	 Elbert L. Carpenter Chair*
Susie Park
	 First Associate  
	 Concertmaster
	 Lillian Nippert and  
	 Edgar F. Zelle Chair*
Alan Snow
	 Associate Concertmaster
	 Frederick B. Wells Chair*
Rui Du
	 Assistant Concertmaster
	 Loring M. Staples, Sr.,  
	 Chair*
David Brubaker
Rebecca Corruccini
Sarah Grimes
Helen Chang Haertzen
Natsuki Kumagai
Ben Odhner
Joanne Opgenorth
Milana Elise Reiche
Angela Ryu
Yi Zhao

SECOND VIOLINS
Open
	 Principal
	 Sumner T. McKnight  
	 Chair*
Jonathan Magness
	 Acting Principal
	 Carole and  
	 Doug Baker, Sr. Chair
Cecilia Belcher
	 Acting Associate Principal

Sabrina Bradford
Hanna Cooper
Herdís M. Guðmundsdóttir 
Aaron Janse
Sophia Mockler
Michael Sutton
Emily Switzer

VIOLAS
Rebecca Albers
	 Principal
	 Reine H. Myers Chair*
Marlea Simpson
	 Associate Principal
	 Douglas and Louise 
	 Leatherdale Chair*
Sumin Kim
	 Assistant Principal
Sifei Cheng
Lydia Grimes
Joshua Kail
Jude Park
Sarah Switzer
Megan Tam

CELLOS
Anthony Ross
	 Principal
	 John and Elizabeth  
	 Bates Cowles Chair*
Silver Ainomäe
	 Associate Principal
	 John and Barbara  
	 Sibley Boatwright Chair*
Lukas Goodman
	 Assistant Principal
	 Marion E. Cross Chair
Abraham Feder

Sonia Mantell
Beth Rapier
Pitnarry Shin
Erik Wheeler 
	 Roger and  
	 Cynthia Britt Chair
Miles Goosby
	 Minnesota Orchestra Fellow

BASSES
Kristen Bruya
	 Principal 
	 Jay Phillips Chair*
Kathryn Nettleman
	 Associate Principal
	 Mr. and Mrs. Edward  
	 E. Stepanek Chair*
William Schrickel
	 Assistant Principal
Robert Anderson
Matthew Frischman
Kyle Sanborn
David Williamson

FLUTES
Adam Kuenzel
	 Principal
	 Eileen Bigelow Chair*
Greg Milliren
	 Associate Principal
	 Henrietta Rauenhorst  
	 Chair*
Patrick Tsuji
Roma Duncan

PICCOLO
Roma Duncan
	 Alene M. Grossman Chair*

Thomas Søndergård 
	 Music Director

09-10 Fall 2026 MO Artistic Roster.indd   409-10 Fall 2026 MO Artistic Roster.indd   4 9/1/26   1:53 PM9/1/26   1:53 PM



Anthony Ross, Beth Rapier
and Friends in Concert

RESERVE YOUR FREE TICKETS
WWW.STSTEPHENS.COM/CONCERTS

Thursday, October 15, 2026 - 7:00 PM
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Edina

PROGRAM INCLUDES:
Brahms Sextet #1 in B Flat Major Op. 18
Mozart Clarinet Quintet in A Major K. 581

ALSO PERFORMING:
Lydia Grimes, Sarah Grimes, Burt Hara, Susie Park,
and Sabina Thatcher



OBOES
Nathan Hughes
	 Principal
	 Grace B. Dayton Chair*
Kate Wegener
	 Associate Principal
Julie Gramolini Williams
Marni J. Hougham

ENGLISH HORN
Julie Gramolini Williams 
	 Acting
	 Gilman Ordway Chair*

CLARINETS
Gabriel Campos Zamora
	 Principal
	 I.A. O’Shaughnessy Chair*
Gregory T. Williams
	 Associate Principal
	 Ray and Doris Mithun  
	 Chair*
David Pharris 
Timothy Zavadil 

E-FLAT CLARINET
Gregory T. Williams

BASS CLARINET
Timothy Zavadil

BASSOONS
Fei Xie
	 Principal
	 Norman B. Mears Chair*
Julianne Mulvey
	 Associate Principal
	 Marjorie F. and  
	 George H. Dixon Chair*
J. Christopher Marshall 
William Ramos

CONTRABASSOON
William Ramos

HORNS
Open
	 Principal
	 John Sargent Pillsbury  
	 Chair*
Jaclyn Rainey
	 Acting Principal
	 Gordon C. and  
	 Harriet D. Paske Chair*

Brian Jensen
Mike Alexander
Bruce Hudson
Douglas Nunes
	 Minnesota Orchestra Fellow

TRUMPETS
James Vaughen+
	 Principal
	 Mr. and Mrs. Archibald  
	 G. Bush Chair*
Douglas C. Carlsen
	 Associate Principal
	 Rudolph W. and Gladys  
	 Davis Miller Chair*
Charles Lazarus

TROMBONES
R. Douglas Wright
	 Principal
	 Star Tribune Chair*
Kari Sundström
	 William C. and  
	 Corinne J. Dietrich Chair*

BASS TROMBONE
Andrew Chappell

TUBA
Steven Campbell
	 Principal
	 Robert Machray Ward  
	 Chair*

TIMPANI
Erich Rieppel
	 Principal
	 Dimitri Mitropoulos  
	 Chair*
Jason Arkis
	 Associate Principal

PERCUSSION
Brian Mount
	 Principal 
	 Friends of the Minnesota  
	 Orchestra Chair*
Jason Arkis
	 Associate Principal
	 Opus Chair*
Kevin Watkins

HARP
Cheryl Losey Feder
	 Principal
	 Bertha Boynton  
	 Bean Chair*

PIANO, HARPSICHORD 
AND CELESTA
Open
	 Principal
	 Markell C. Brooks Chair*

LIBRARIANS
Maureen Conroy
	 Principal
Eric Sjostrom
	 Associate Principal
Valerie Little
	 Assistant Principal

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Joel Mooney

STAGE MANAGERS
Don Hughes
Matthew Winiecki

LIGHTING DIRECTOR
Michael Murnane

HEAD AUDIO ENGINEER
Jay Perlman 

+ On leave
* Chair endowed in perpetuity

Many string players participate 
in a voluntary system of 
revolving seating. Section string 
players are listed in alphabetical 
order.

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/
aroundtown for details on 
Minnesota Orchestra musician 
performances beyond Orchestra 
Hall.
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Minneapolis Made Since 2001
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PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
Isaac Thompson 
	 President and CEO
Mallory Rabehl
	 Executive Assistant and 
	 Board Liaison

ARTISTIC PLANNING, 
EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNITY 
Kerry Smith 
	 Vice President of Artistic Planning
Mary Ellyn Johnson 
	 Manager of  
	 Community Engagement
Jessica Lowry 
	 Manager of Education Programs
Kari Marshall  
	 Director of Artistic Planning
Grant Meachum
	 Director of Productions  
	 and Engagement
Michael B. Pelton
	 Artistic Planning Manager  
	 and Executive Assistant  
	 to the Music Director

COMMUNICATIONS  
AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
Gwen Pappas
	 Vice President of  
	 Communications  
	 and Public Relations
Michael Divino
	 Communications and  
	 Development Writer
Alexandra Robinson
	 Social Media and  
	 Content Manager
Carl Schroeder
	 Publications Editor

DEVELOPMENT
Katie Nelsen
	 Vice President of Advancement
David Afdahl
	 Advancement Director
Megan Arlow
	 Community Giving Officer
Emily Boigenzahn
	 Director of Planned Giving
Jonah Herzog
	 Development Coordinator
Sheryl Hoye
	 Assistant to Development,  
	 Marketing and Communication
Ashleigh Jakaj
	 Development Operations Manager
Katherine Kupiecki
	 Major Gift Officer
Bonnie Marshall
	 Director of Individual Giving
Krysta Meisberger
	 Development Events Manager
Pam Nelson
	 Prospect Development Manager

Rob Nygaard
	 Senior Director of Advancement
Stephen Sporer
	 Major Gift Officer
Jerome Tatum
	 Major Gift Officer
Alicia Wiesneth
	 Symphony Ball Director

FINANCE AND 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY
Ivan Winship
	 Chief Financial Officer
Allissa Anderson
	 Associate Systems Admin
Thomas Cessna
	 IT Project Manager
Travis Erickson 
	 Director of  
	 Information Technology
Marissa Miller
	 Senior Staff Accountant
Kevin Nguyen
	 Systems Administrator
Sierra Scheet
	 Senior Director of Finance
Grace Shaffer
	 Staff Accountant
Marc Stockton
	 Administrative Assistant
Beatrice Woolson
	 Senior Staff Accountant

MARKETING, GUEST 
RELATIONS AND 
FACILITIES
David D. Sailer-Haugland 
	 Vice President of Marketing 
	 and Guest Relations
Christopher Caine
	 Facilities Manager
Megan Dawson
	 Bar Manager
Sarah Flake
	 Event and Facility  
	 Services Manager
Jonathon Freeman
	 House Manager
Greg Geiger
	 Manager of Concert  
	 Enhancements, Concessions  
	 and Special Events
Nels Gilbertson-Urtel
	 Digital Marketing Specialist
Jon Harris
	 Maintenance
Chris Johnson
	 Manager of Group Sales  
	 and VIP ServicesMontana Kalina
	 Front of House Manager
Wanda Kanwischer
	 Volunteer Services Manager
Jen Keavy
	 Director of Marketing

Cassie Kopietz
	 Senior Marketing Manager
Zachary Kunzer
	 Facility Engineer
Ken Lorence
	 Maintenance
Frank Merchlewitz
	 Senior Digital Producer
Jeff Otterstetter
	 Concert Porter/Cleaner
Nick Peter
	 Event and Facility Sales Manager
Adriana Pohl 
	 Ticketing Data Administrator
Kristine Porwoll
	 Graphic Designer
Mary Rascop-Peterson
	 Events and Personnel Manager
Hannah Sierostanova
	 Creative Director
Erica Skarohlid
	 Senior Marketing Manager
Cassandra A. Swan
	 Director of Ticket  
	 and House Services
Michael Wells
	 Senior Website Manager
Jennifer Woyda
	 Assistant Director  
	 of Ticket Services
Charles Yarbrough
	 Lead Concert Porter/Cleaner

ORCHESTRA OPERATIONS 
AND PRODUCTION
Justin Brown
	 Vice President of Orchestra  
	 and Production
Kris Arkis
	 Orchestra Personnel Manager
Casey Collins
	 Artistic Operations Manager
Ben Engelmann 
	 Artistic Operations Assistant
Janelle Lanz
	 Assistant Orchestra 
	 Personnel Manager
Adam Romey
	 Manager of Digital 
	 Concerts and Broadcasts
Ashleigh Rowe
	 Director of Broadcasts 
	 and Digital Initiatives 
Mele Willis
	 Director of Orchestra Operations 

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
Sheri Notaro
	 Vice President of  
	 People and Culture
Gail Borstelmann
	 Payroll Analyst
Leslie Schroeder
	 Benefits and Payroll Manager
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INDECENT
THE TRUE STORY OF A LITTLE JEWISH PLAY

LIZARD BOY
A NEW MUSICAL

THE MUSICALSPRING  AWAKENING

ALL IS CALM
THE CHRISTMAS TRUCE OF 1914

SHE'S COME UNDONEWORLD PREMIERE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
AND SAVE UP TO 23%

LatteDa.org 

TICKETS NOW ON SALE AND 
STARTING AT JUST $37

SEP 16 - OCT 18

A Tony Award   -nominated, 
fearlessly defi ant play with 
music from modern master 

Paula Vogel.

®
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  Danish conductor Thomas 
Søndergård, now in his fourth season 
as music director of the Minnesota 
Orchestra, is a highly regarded 
conductor in both the orchestral 
and opera spheres. He has earned a 
reputation for incisive interpretations 
of works by composers from his native 
Denmark, a great versatility in a broad 
range of repertoire, and a collaborative 
approach with the musicians he leads.

Søndergård first conducted the 
Minnesota Orchestra in December 
2021, establishing an immediate 
rapport with musicians and audiences. 
Highlights of his 2026–27 season 
here will include Sound Unbound 
performances of Puccini’s Tosca 
and a festival of music from Nordic 
countries. The Orchestra’s first album 
with him, released by Pentatone, 
features works of Adès including the 
Violin Concerto with Leila Josefowicz, 
while a forthcoming album will 
include two Prokofiev symphonies.

Søndergård is in his final season as 
music director of the Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra (RSNO), after 
which he will become music director 
emeritus. He previously served as 
principal conductor and musical 
advisor to the Norwegian Radio 
Orchestra and then as principal 
conductor of the BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales (BBC NOW). As 
a guest conductor he has led major 
European and North American 
orchestras including the Berlin 
Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony, 
Gewandhaus Orchestra, London 

Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic 
and New York Philharmonic. This 
season, in addition to a full slate of 
RSNO concerts at home and on a 
European tour, he appears as guest 
conductor with the Gürzenich-
Orchestra Cologne, Royal Danish Opera 
and City of Birmingham Symphony.

Søndergård began his music career 
as a timpanist, joining the Royal 
Danish Orchestra after graduating 
from the Royal Danish Academy of 
Music. He made his conducting debut 
in 2005, leading the Royal Danish 
Opera in the premiere of Ruders’ 
Kafka’s Trial to wide acclaim; he 
has returned subsequently many 
times to the Royal Danish Opera. His 
discography includes Vilde Frang’s 
debut recording of violin concertos 
by Sibelius and Prokofiev with the 
WDR Symphony Orchestra Cologne; 
numerous works by Poul Ruders; the 
Lutosławski and Dutilleux concertos 
with cellist Johannes Moser and the 
Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra; 
Sibelius works with BBC NOW; and 
Prokofiev and Strauss works with  
the RSNO.

For more information, visit 
minnesotaorchestra.org.
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2026-27 Concert Season

Uptown Brass  
Ellington Peer Gynt Suite
Sun., Oct. 25, 3:00 pm 
Mindekirken, Minneapolis 

Feb. 21 Feast of Finnish Songs 
Apr. 11 Isles Ensemble & Maria Jette 

Pay as you can – www.egsmn.org 
www.facebook.com/GriegSociety

December 12-20, 2026 
at the State Theatre

“The gold standard of 
‘Nutcrackers’ in Minnesota.”

                                        – Star Tribune

Photo: Sarah Dovolos

For tickets, visit
Ticketmaster.com 

December 12-20, 2026 
at the State Theatre

                                        – Star Tribune

For tickets, visit
Ticketmaster.com 

62nd ANNUAL

A DANCER’S PLACE PRODUCTIONS

with the Nutcracker Orchestra

1201 MARQUETTE AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 150      MINNEAPOLIS, MN  55403

800.279.4323      612.375.0708      
GIVENSVIOLINS.COM
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NEWS     MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

  This fall the Minnesota 
Orchestra officially welcomes five 
new full-time musicians to its 
onstage ranks: Sumin Kim takes 
up a position as assistant principal 
viola, while Nicholas Gallitano and 
Joshua Kail join as section violists. 
Abraham Feder is the Orchestra’s 
newest cellist, and Mike Alexander 
joins the horn section as third horn. 
Each player begins their new role in 
September except for Feder, who was 
appointed to his full-time position 
last May, and Gallitano, who will join 
in November. 

In addition, arriving this fall are 
the two newest Minnesota Orchestra 
Fellows: cellist Miles Goosby and 
trombonist Douglas Nunes. Launched 
in 2017, the two-year Fellowship 
is designed to create pathways for 
emerging orchestral musicians 
who have been underrepresented 
in the field, offering opportunities 
to perform with the Orchestra and 
represent it in education activities.

Originally from 
Duluth, Mike 
Alexander 
has served as 
third horn of 
the Baltimore 
Symphony 
and principal 
horn of the 

Minnesota Opera Orchestra. As a 
Twin Cities freelance musician, he 
performed for ballet, choral and 
operatic productions, as well as 
Broadway shows and a range of 
notable acts from The Who to  
Weird Al Yankovic. 

Abraham Feder 
previously 
served as 
assistant 
principal cello 
of the Detroit 
Symphony, 
a member 
of the Dallas 

Symphony and assistant principal 
cello of the Santa Fe Opera. Beginning 
his career as the Sarasota Orchestra’s 
principal cello, he has been a featured 
soloist with the Detroit Symphony, 
Sarasota Orchestra and Duluth 
Superior Symphony, among others. 

Miles Goosby 
enjoys a 
varied career 
as a soloist, 
orchestral 
and chamber 
musician, and 
teacher. While 
at the Juilliard 

School he was a founding member 
of the BECA Quartet. Recent concert 
highlights include performing as 
a semi-finalist in the 29th annual 
Sphinx Competition and at Carnegie 
Hall’s Opening Night with Yuja Wang 
and the NYO All-Star Orchestra.

Seoul native 
Sumin Kim’s 
background 
encompasses 
both violin and 
viola. She has 
performed with 
the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic 

as a substitute violist and with the 

WELCOMING OUR NEW MUSICIANS
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Continued on page 16
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952.934.1525
ChanhassenDT.com

OPENING 
OCTOBER 2!

One of the best 
musicals ever!

- Chicago Tribune

One of the best “
”
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Proud to provide a Rodgers Infinity
Organ to the Minnesota Orchestra

Minneapolis

La Grande Bande 
presents

Supper & Songs 2026
“A night full of laughs, good food, and great music”
Oct 16 & 17 | Black Forest Inn, Mpls

More info and tickets at www.lagrandebande.org
Use discount MNOrch2627 to save 10%

6:15pm | Doors Open
6:30pm | Pre-concert talk/Dinner begins

7:00pm | Concert Performance

Music from New France
“From Battlefields to Bourbon Street”

Nov 14 | Holy Cross Catholic Church, Mpls
6:45pm | Pre-concert talk 

7:30pm | Concert Performance
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Philadelphia Orchestra as a substitute 
in the viola and violin sections. She 
also served as principal viola of the 
Curtis Symphony and as section 
violinist, violist and acting principal 
viola with Symphony in C.

Nicholas 
Gallitano, who 
was raised in 
the Greater 
Boston area, joins 
the Minnesota 
Orchestra after 
two seasons as 
acting section 

viola in the Indianapolis Symphony. 
He has also performed extensively with 
the New York Philharmonic, including 
tours and residencies across the U.S. 
and Asia, and has performed as guest 
violist of the Juilliard String Quartet.

New York 
City native 
Joshua Kail 
has performed 
since 2023 as a 
member of the 
Finnish Radio 
Symphony

 Orchestra. He has also served as 
guest principal viola of the Tampere 
Philharmonic and the Turku 
Philharmonic and performed chamber 
music at festivals such as the Fjord 
Classics, Creative Dialogue France and 
Music Academy of the West.

Douglas Nunes 
previously 
served as 
third horn in 
the Illinois 
Symphony. Born 
in Guanhães, 
Minas Gerais, 
Brazil, he was a 

winner of the Jacobs School of Music 
Brass Concerto Competition in 2022 
and has performed as a member of 
The Orchestra Now and with the 
Syracuse Orchestra, Symphony New 
Hampshire, Fenimore Chamber 
Orchestra and Orchestra San Antonio.

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/
musicians to read full profiles of all 
our musicians, join us in welcoming 
our newest arrivals to the Orchestra 
Hall stage and watch future issues of 
Showcase for more!

WELCOMING OUR NEW MUSICIANS   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

CRITIC’S CORNER: RECENT CONCERT REVIEW

  “What a treat to experience a performance of Beethoven’s ‘Triple 
Concerto’…pianist Alessio Bax [was] joined by two musicians from the orchestra, 
violinist Sarah Grimes and cellist Silver Ainomäe, for a very enjoyable three-way 
instrumental confab. It proved a triumph of teamwork in its own individualistic 
way, fingers flying on the breakneck closing movement and inspiring a standing 
ovation that was rewarded with an encore from a Claude Debussy trio.”

—Rob Hubbard, The Minnesota Star Tribune,  
July 17, 2026
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NEWS     MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

KERRY SMITH ARRIVES AS VP OF ARTISTIC PLANNING

THIS IS MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA RETURNS

  Over the summer the Minnesota Orchestra 
announced that Kerry Smith has been named to the 
key administrative role of Leni and David Moore, Jr. 
vice president of artistic planning. In the role, she’ll 
collaborate with Music Director Thomas Søndergård to 
guide and bring to life the organization’s artistic vision. 
Originally from the Twin Cities, Smith previously 
served as vice president of artistic planning of the Utah 
Symphony | Utah Opera.

“I’m beyond thrilled to join the Orchestra as vice president of artistic planning,” 
says Smith. “It’s an honor to have the opportunity to work with a deeply profound 
musician such as Thomas Søndergård, and I’m already inspired by his creative 
vision for the institution. I can’t wait to work with the musicians of the Orchestra, 
as this ensemble has been my North Star for artistic excellence since childhood. I 
hope to be able to give as much back to this musical community as it gave to me.”

  TV and streaming audiences can look 
forward to four concerts in our Upper Midwest 
Emmy Award-winning This Is Minnesota Orchestra 
series, which shares live Minnesota Orchestra 
concerts on our YouTube channel and on Minnesota 
PBS, previously known as Twin Cities PBS. 

Each concert takes place on Friday nights at  
8 p.m. On November 6, Music Director Thomas 
Søndergård conducts Sibelius’ Second Symphony 
and Jon Kimura Parker in Anders Hillborg’s 
Second Piano Concerto, part of the Orchestra’s 
Nordic Soundscapes festival. On January 22, 2027, 
Hannu Lintu conducts music by Tchaikovsky and 
Corigliano, featuring Sergey Khachatryan in the Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto. 
April 9, 2027, brings conductor Anja Bihlmaier, violinist Veronika Eberle and 
Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony. The series concludes on May 14, 2027, with 
Søndergård leading works by Gershwin and Marsalis, including Isata Kanneh-
Mason in Gershwin’s Piano Concerto in F. 

Each broadcast from Orchestra Hall’s Lindahl Auditorium includes a high-quality 
audio mix from YourClassical MPR, as well as artist interviews and behind-the-
scenes segments. Broadcast hosts include Brian Newhouse, Sarah Hicks and Ariana 
Kim. In addition to the free live broadcasts, This Is Minnesota Orchestra broadcasts 
are later added to the Orchestra’s YouTube channel for on-demand access with no 
paywalls. Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/digital-concerts for more details.

Jon Kimura Parker

      SHOWCASE SEPTEMBER–OCTOBER 202618
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We’re
in tune
with your
business.
Cordia is proud to support the
Minnesota Orchestra and its
2026 – 2027 season.

We’ve been serving downtown
Minneapolis with heating and
cooling for decades, and we help
Orchestra Hall and 100 other
customers in downtown
Minneapolis focus time and effort
on what matters most.

Contact us to learn how we can
help you do the same.

Payton Johnson
Business Development Manager
payton.johnson@cordiaenergy.com Westminster 

Presbyterian Church
12th & Nicollet Mall

Free parking available in the ramp 
located off Alice Rainville Place, 
between Nicollet and Marquette.

Throughout the coming year, this 
series will explore the rich diversity 
of lived experiences across the 
Twin Cities, creating opportunities 
to deepen understanding, foster 
connection, and celebrate the cultures 
that shape our community.

Havana Quartet
Friday, October 9 | 7pm

The Havana Quartet is a string ensemble 
known for both classical and contempo-
rary music that proudly represents the 
richness and diversity of Cuban culture. 
In 2022, the quartet earned the highest 
award in the Cuban music industry. The 
quartet stands as a symbol of Cuban 
musical excellence and as a cultural 
bridge through the transformative power 
of music.
Learn more and get tickets:
westminstermpls.org/WPAS



To purchase tickets: 952-985-4640
LakevilleAreaArtsCenter.com

10% discount code: STAR

To purchase tickets: 952-985-4640
LakevilleAreaArtsCenter.com

10% discount code: STAR

NOVEMBER 13-29
An Expressions Community Theater Production
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John Stafford Smith/	 The Star-Spangled Banner 	 CA. 2’
arr. Stanislaw 
Skrowaczewski	

George Walker	 Icarus in Orbit 	 CA. 4’

Sergei Prokofiev   	 Concerto No. 2 in G minor	 CA. 31’
	    for Piano and Orchestra, Opus 16
		  Andantino
		  Scherzo: Vivace
		  Moderato	
		  Finale: Allegro tempestoso
			   Vadym Kholodenko, piano

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Igor Stravinsky	 The Firebird, complete ballet (original 1910 version)	
			   Tal Rosner, video designer and director

FRI SEP 25  8PM   |   SAT SEP 26  7PM

Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Vadym Kholodenko, piano 
Tal Rosner, video designer and director

SØNDERGÅRD CONDUCTS STRAVINSKY’S 
FIREBIRD

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      SEP 25–26 

THANK YOU
The 2026-27 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

Profiles of the conductor, soloist and video designer appear on pages 12, 58 
and 59.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.

We gratefully recognize Bill and Katie Miller as lead sponsors for this program.

CA. 44’
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  Ancient Greek mythology took over movie theaters this summer 
with the release of Christopher Nolan’s version of The Odyssey—while this 
Minnesota Orchestra season kicks off with a musical telling of a different 
Greek myth, that of Icarus, the boy who famously flew too close to the sun. 
Icarus in Orbit was composed in 2004 by George Walker, then 81 years old, for 
the New Jersey Youth Symphony, which premiered it on June 6 of that year.

A CAUTIONARY TALE
The legend of Icarus has served as a moral lesson for millennia. In the 
story, Icarus was the son of a talented craftsman named Daedalus. The 
pair found themselves trapped on the island of Crete as a punishment 
from King Minos. To escape, Daedalus crafted two sets of wings using bird 
feathers and beeswax. The father and son plotted to fly across the sea to 
safety together, but only by following Daedalus’ rules very carefully: fly 
too low and the moisture of the sea would weigh down the feathers; fly too 
high and the sun would heat the wax. Icarus’ hubris and defiance of his 
father’s commands led to his literal downfall—the melting of his wings 
and fatal plummet.

Walker’s Icarus in Orbit opens with a single accented fortissimo note in 
the brass, percussion and strings. Then, softly, woodwind chords build, 
depicting the beginning of Daedalus and Icarus’ journey as they first catch 
the wind and feel the sensations of flight. Rapid and agitated 16th notes 
signal an increase in speed and energy, traveling from the string section 
upward into the winds and back down again. Strings lead this forward 
motion, accompanied by scattered, edgy figures throughout the rest of 
the ensemble. Percussion also plays a key role in this short ride, with 
xylophone, glockenspiel, glass chimes, vibraphone, marimba and celesta 
all adding bright punctuations that seem to illustrate the swerves in 
direction or obstacles encountered as the pair navigates the open sky. It’s 
a treacherous adventure to maintain a steady position in the middle zone, 
not too close to the water or to the sun.

GEORGE WALKER
B:	 June 27, 1922
	 Washington, D.C.
D:	 August 23, 2018
	 Montclair, New Jersey

Icarus in Orbit  
PREMIERED: 
June 6, 2004
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  Sergei Prokofiev showed his talents early. He was composing before 
age 6, and at 13, for his application to the St. Petersburg Conservatory, he 
submitted four operas, two sonatas, a symphony and several piano works. 
When he was 21 he appeared as soloist in the premiere of his First Piano 
Concerto, and just 13 months later he introduced its sequel at a concert in 
Pavlovsk, a resort town near St. Petersburg.

SERGEI PROKOFIEV
B:	 April 23, 1891
	 Sontsivka, Ukraine
D:	 March 5, 1953
	 Moscow, Russia

Concerto No. 2 in G 
minor for Piano and 
Orchestra, Opus 16
PREMIERED: 
August 23, 1913

Walker’s music ascends to a sustained high note in the woodwinds just two 
minutes into the piece. This is the moment when Icarus soars too high, 
disregarding his father’s directions, empowered by the transcendence 
of flight. From here, things move quickly. The sun’s heat melts the wax 
that holds Icarus’ wings together and they begin to fall apart. A solo flute 
cadenza spirals downward note by note, depicting Icarus’ long descent, and 
the final aggressive notes from the orchestra mark his crash into the sea. A 
long, low, fortissimo chord concludes the tragic tale.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
George Theophilus Walker found his first success as a pianist, debuting 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra at age 21. In 1946, he composed a string 
quartet, the second movement of which became his most famous work for 
string orchestra, the Lyric for Strings. Forty-one years later, he received 
a Pulitzer Prize for his soprano-and-orchestra work Lilacs—becoming 
the first Black composer to earn this prestigious honor. He continued 
generating new works well into his 90s and died in 2018 at age 96 in 
Montclair, New Jersey. 

Instrumentation: 2 flutes, piccolo, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 3 horns, 
3 trumpets, 2 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare drum, bass drum, suspended 
cymbal, glass chimes, maracas, tambourine, tam-tam, temple block, timbales, 
triangle, vibraphone, wood block, xylophone, marimba, glockenspiel, chimes, 
harp, celesta and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY EMMA PLEHAL.
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Nearly all in the audience at the Second Piano Concerto’s premiere on 
September 5, 1913, were strongly affected by the bold, brash work, either 
favorably or unfavorably. Many were scandalized, there was much hissing, 
and the usual clichés about new music were trotted out. Today, it may be 
difficult to understand what the complaints were about—though we will 
also never be able to hear the concerto in its original form, as the music 
was lost during the 1917 Revolution. Prokofiev reconstructed the concerto 
from memory some ten years after it was first written. In the meantime, he 
had grown in artistic maturity and changed in compositional style, so the 
reconstructed version is probably a more tempered and cohesive work.

THE CONCERTO: UNEXPECTED DIRECTIONS, VIRTUOSO 
CADENZAS
ANDANTINO. After just a few pizzicato notes in the strings, the piano 
launches into a lyrically arching melody. The second theme is jauntier, 
more rhythmically articulated. Prokofiev replaces the traditional 
development section with a long and taxing cadenza that rises to an 
intense pitch of virtuosic complexity, and that becomes the centerpiece of 
the whole movement. The full orchestra returns with the opening pizzicato 
motif, now romantically dressed up in opulent sounds, and the movement 
dies away.

SCHERZO: VIVACE. A whirlwind of a Scherzo follows, with the soloist playing 
continuously throughout. The music is all trills and scales, flash and 
glitter, energy and motion. 

MODERATO. A heavy, lumbering motive then introduces the Moderato 
intermezzo, whose music of spiky dissonances, primal gestures and great 
heaving masses of sound surely belie its naïve title.

FINALE: ALLEGRO TEMPESTOSO. The opening of the finale is heavily invested 
with nervous energy and breathtaking power. A second, more relaxed 
folklike tune is introduced by violins and woodwinds, then developed 
by the piano—first alone, then in dialogue with other instruments. The 
concerto’s second cadenza, beginning with a pedal point on the piano’s 
lowest octave, interrupts the proceedings. The movement’s opening 
material returns one last time for an adrenaline rush to a virtuoso close. 

Instrumentation: solo piano with orchestra comprising 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 
2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare 
drum, bass drum, cymbals, tambourine and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY THE LATE MARY ANN FELDMAN.
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IGOR STRAVINSKY
B:	 June 17, 1882
	 St. Petersburg, Russia
D:	 April 6, 1971
	 New York City

The Firebird, complete 
ballet (original 1910 
version)  
PREMIERED: June 25, 1910

PROGRAM NOTES      SEP 25–26 

  In 1909, following a successful visit of the Ballets Russes to Paris, 
the Russian impresario Serge Diaghilev and choreographer Mikhail Fokine 
made plans for a new ballet to be presented in Paris the following season, 
based on the Russian legend of the Firebird. They at first asked Anatoly 
Lyadov to compose the music, but when it became clear that Lyadov would 
never get around to it, they decided to take a chance on a young composer 
who had orchestrated some pieces for the Ballets Russes the year before. 
His name was Igor Stravinsky, and he was virtually unknown. He set to 
work in November 1909 and finished the piano score in March, and the 
orchestration was complete a month later. The first performance took place 
in Paris on June 25, 1910, and it was a huge success. The music from The 
Firebird remains his most popular creation.

A MAGICAL TALE
The Firebird tells of young prince Ivan Tsarevich, who unknowingly 
pursues the magic Firebird—part woman, part bird—into the garden of 
the ogre Kastchei, who imprisons maidens within his castle and turns 
all knights who come to rescue them to stone. Ivan captures the Firebird, 
but she begs to be released, and when he agrees she gives him a magic 
feather and vanishes. Ivan sees a group of 13 princesses, and when dawn 
breaks and they have to return to Kastchei’s castle, he follows them. He 
is confronted by the hideous fiends who inhabit the castle and is about 
to be turned to stone when he remembers the feather. He waves it, and 
the Firebird returns, putting Kastchei and the other ogres to sleep, and 
showing him where a magic egg is hidden. When Ivan smashes the egg, 
Kastchei and his fiends disappear, the petrified knights return to life, the 
maidens are freed, the castle is transformed into a cathedral, and Ivan 
marries the most beautiful princess.

THE COMPLETE BALLET MUSIC
These concerts present the score of The Firebird as it was performed at the 
premiere of the ballet—about 45 minutes of music—rather than the more 
frequently performed 1919 suite in which the duration is more than halved. 
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The ominous Introduction hints at the music that will be associated with 
monsters; near the end of this section comes a series of rippling string 
glissandos played entirely in harmonics. The Enchanted Garden of Kastchei 
leads to music that Stravinsky omitted from the suites, the Appearance 
of the Firebird, Pursued by Prince Ivan, full of trills and tremolos from the 
strings. The music proceeds without pause into the shimmering, whirling 
Dance of the Firebird and The Firebird’s Variation. But between these comes 
the unfamiliar Capture of the Firebird by Prince Ivan, full of quick-paced 
staccato writing that concludes with ringing horn attacks.

Appearance of the Thirteen Enchanted Princesses is marked by shimmering 
string chords, followed by a series of woodwind and violin solos and 
culminating in a flute cadenza. Game with the Golden Apples bustles along 
energetically on its steady rhythmic pulse. The Sudden Appearance of Prince 
Ivan, with its striking horn solos, proceeds into the familiar Khorovod, or 
Round Dance. Announced by solo oboe, the melody is taken over by the 
violins and extended in the ballet’s most lyric section.

The Khorovod comes to a peaceful close, and it is here that listeners will 
find a long sequence of unfamiliar music. In the familiar suites, the 
Khorovod gives way to the Infernal Dance of All Kastchei’s Subjects, but in 
the complete ballet a number of scenes separate these two movements. 
Daybreak, with its fierce trumpet calls, leads to the Magic Carillon. Only 
now does the great Infernal Dance of All Kastchei’s Subjects explode to life in 
one of the most violent orchestral attacks ever written. This dance powers 
its way to a dazzling (and ear-splitting) close on a great rip of sound. In its 
aftermath, solo bassoon sings the gentle, almost lugubrious Berceuse.

In the familiar suites, the Berceuse leads without pause into the Finale. In 
the ballet, however, we hear the sound of contrabassoons, then bassoons, 
then the entire wind and brass sections. This leads through a magical 
passage for tremolo strings into the Finale. Here solo horn sings the main 
theme. Beginning quietly, this noble tune simply repeats, growing in 
strength as it recurs, and the ballet drives to its magnificent conclusion.

Instrumentation: 3 flutes, piccolo (1 flute also doubling piccolo), 3 oboes, 
English horn, 3 clarinets (1 doubling E-flat clarinet), bass clarinet, 3 bassoons, 
contrabassoon (1 bassoon also doubling contrabassoon), 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 
3 trombones, tuba, timpani, bass drum, cymbals, tambourine, tam-tam, triangle, 
glockenspiel, xylophone, 3 harps, piano, celesta and strings; offstage: 3 trumpets, 
2 tenor Wagner tuben, 2 bass Wagner tuben and bells

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.
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Tickets at bachsocietymn.org

Voices of Light
With the Voces8 Scholars
Monday, October 26 - 7:00 PM
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Minneapolis

Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
Friday, Dec 4 - 7:30 PM
St. Thomas More Catholic Church, St. Paul

Saturday, Dec 5 - 4:00 PM
Westwood Lutheran Church, St. Louis Park
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Christmas with Cantus
Lessons & Carols For Our Time
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Gabriella Smith		  Tumblebird Contrails 	 CA. 12’

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart	 Concerto No. 5 in A major for Violin  	 CA. 31’
		     and Orchestra, K. 219, Turkish
			   Allegro aperto
			   Adagio
			   Rondeau: Tempo di menuetto
			            Stefan Jackiw, violin

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Sergei Prokofiev		  Symphony No. 6 in E-flat minor, Opus 111  	  CA. 43’
			   Allegro moderato 
			   Largo
			   Vivace

THU OCT 1  11AM   |   FRI OCT 2  8PM   |   SAT OCT 3  7PM

Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Stefan Jackiw, violin

SØNDERGÅRD, MOZART AND PROKOFIEV

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      OCT 1–3   

THANK YOU
The 2026-27 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

Profiles of the conductor and soloist appear on pages 12 and 57.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.

With this concert, we honor the memory of John C. Pollak.
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  Contemporary American composer Gabriella Smith takes a hands-on 
approach to her orchestral writing, recording herself playing extended 
string techniques, singing wind and brass lines, banging on kitchen pots 
for percussion—and then layering and improvising with those recordings 
until the piece takes shape. When it comes time to rehearse her finished 
works, musicians often will study video examples, prepared by the 
composer herself, so they can learn directly from her as they engage with 
the piece.

Raised in Berkeley, California, Smith began studying violin and composing 
at age 8. As a teenager her music caught the attention of mentor John 
Adams through his Young Composers Program; he has championed her 
work ever since, alongside conductors like Marin Alsop, Gustavo Dudamel 
and Esa-Pekka Salonen. Her music is known for exploring the natural 
world, shaped by her deep engagement with ecology and climate activism.

FROM THE SEASIDE TO THE SYMPHONY
The composer explains her unique inspiration for Tumblebird Contrails, 
which was first performed in 2014 by the Cabrillo Festival Orchestra: 
“Tumblebird Contrails is inspired by a single moment I experienced while 
backpacking in Point Reyes, sitting in the sand at the edge of the ocean, 
listening to the hallucinatory sounds of the Pacific (the keening gulls, 
pounding surf, rush of approaching waves, sizzle of sand and sea foam 
in receding tides), the constant ebb and flow of pitch to pitchless, tune to 
texture, grooving to free-flowing, watching a pair of ravens playing in the 
wind, rolling, swooping, diving, soaring—imagining the ecstasy of wind 
in the wings—jet trails painting never-ending streaks across the sky. The 
title…is a Kerouac-inspired, nonsense phrase I invented to evoke the sound 
and feeling of the piece.”

Tumblebird Contrails opens with a cauldron of percussive sounds, free-
flowing and unpredictable, an experience similar to wind chimes rustling 
in a backyard. Strings, winds and brass enter in turn, creating a frenetic, 

GABRIELLA SMITH
B:	 December 26, 1991
	 Berkeley, California

Tumblebird Contrails 
PREMIERED: 
August 9, 2014
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PROGRAM NOTES      OCT 1–3   

restless energy, with long glissandi sweeping through the ensemble like 
whipping wind or distant sirens. Then, the noise dissolves into near-
silence, and a gentle scurrying in the strings turns the mood eerie and 
dark. Smith’s score calls for passages to sound “like distant aviaries” or 
“distant foghorns.” Throughout, she often directs performers to execute 
gestures independently rather than in time with other instruments, 
creating a stunning accumulation of entrances, overlaps and barely audible 
details that paint a single, unified soundscape.

Instrumentation: 3 flutes, 3 oboes, 3 clarinets (1 doubling bass clarinet), 
2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 3 trumpets (1 doubling piccolo trumpet), 
3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare drum, bass drum, suspended cymbal, drum 
set, assorted metal objects, tam-tam and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY EMMA PLEHAL.

WOLFGANG AMADEUS 
MOZART
B:	 January 27, 1756
	 Salzburg, Austria
D:	 December 5, 1791
	 Vienna, Austria

Concerto No. 5 in A  
major for Violin and  
Orchestra, K. 219, Turkish
PREMIERED: 
ca. December 1775

  Mozart spent most of his 19th year (1775) in the service of Count 
Hieronymus von Colloredo, Archbishop of Salzburg. Here, within the space 
of six months, he wrote four of his five authenticated violin concertos 
(the First dates probably from 1773, and two more spurious ones exist). We 
are not certain whether they were intended for Mozart’s own use or for 
Gaetano Brunetti, who shared Mozart’s duties at the court as concertmaster 
and leader of the orchestra.

Stylistically, these works grew out of the Italian violin tradition as 
exemplified by Tartini, Geminiani, Nardini and Boccherini. The music 
is steeped in the qualities of the style galant, which implies elegance, 
grace, charm and gentle sentiments. But in the Concerto No. 5, Mozart 
goes beyond the usual galanterie to produce a more spacious, varied and 
thematically developed work than is normally encountered in music of the 
late 18th century.
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THE CONCERTO IN BRIEF
ALLEGRO APERTO. The first movement is in sonata form, yet Mozart plays 
with our expectations and frustrates our preconceptions of form. For 
example, following the airy orchestral opening, the soloist enters with a 
surprising Adagio passage before launching into a brilliant new theme, 
accompanied by the orchestra playing material that we have, up until now, 
thought to be the principal theme.

ADAGIO. The second movement is one of Mozart’s loveliest, of a lyrical 
beauty he seldom equaled even in later, more mature music. Today we 
chuckle to learn that Brunetti asked for an alternate movement for this 
one, which he considered too artificial!

RONDEAU: TEMPO DI MENUETTO. The finale, a graceful rondo with lively 
episodes, contains an extended passage of exciting, swirling, “Turkish” 
music, derived from an earlier ballet piece called Harem Jealousies, which 
Mozart used in a 1773 production of his opera Lucio Silla.

Instrumentation: solo violin with orchestra comprising 2 oboes, 2 horns and 
strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ROBERT MARKOW.

SERGEI PROKOFIEV
B:	 April 23, 1891
	 Sontsivka, Ukraine
D:	 March 5, 1953
	 Moscow, Russia

Symphony No. 6 in E-flat 
minor, Opus 111  
PREMIERED: 
October 11, 1947

  Among the mightiest orchestral works created in the aftermath of 
World War II is Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 6—a monumental symphony, 
full of events and packed with emotion as it revels in the power of 
orchestral sound. It came from a time of relative optimism in 1947: the 
conflict was over and the Soviet Union was emerging as a new world power.

The Sixth Symphony was given a triumphant premiere at the opening of 
the Leningrad Philharmonic’s 1947–48 season. The press hailed the work 
as a purveyor of lofty ideas, and no one found fault with it—at first. But 
only weeks later this symphony put Prokofiev in the ideological doghouse. 
On February 10, 1948, the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
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denounced Prokofiev and a half-dozen other composers for failing to 
“permeate themselves with a consciousness of the high demands made of 
musical creation by the Soviet public.” The new symphony’s modernism—
dense with ideas, rambunctious in harmony—was castigated for having 
lost touch with the people. Prokofiev was penalized even though he 
conceded guilt and groveled to the Party, and the Sixth Symphony was 
stashed away and played no more during the painful last years of his life.

Regardless of the expressionist tinge that so troubled the Soviet 
propagandists, the Symphony No. 6 is packed with melody and full-
blooded feeling, accessible to all. Kindling memories of war, it conquers 
these specters with high-spirited optimism.

THE SYMPHONY IN BRIEF
ALLEGRO MODERATO. The force of war is embodied from the very start of the 
Allegro moderato, which then proceeds with a sonata-structured movement, 
faithful to tradition. Prokofiev always held firm to his conviction that 
melody is the most important element of music, and he worked hard at 
shaping the themes that provide the infrastructure of his designs. The 
tragic undercurrent that has prevailed throughout is at last dispersed by 
the calming end of the coda.

LARGO. That the Sixth Symphony was rejected by the bureaucratic 
watchdogs was no doubt due to the complexities and daring of the rich 
center movement, which reveals the composer’s soul as he contemplates 
the losses suffered by his people. Evoking memories of the war just past, 
the movement is crammed with ideas, some lavishly scored for the big 
brass section, which has as large a role here as you’ll find in any symphony.

VIVACE. After the tragic implications of the opening movement and the 
poignant expressionism of the second, the concluding Vivace comes as a 
surprise. The dark clouds have been dispatched, as Prokofiev unleashes 
a rollicking, witty scherzo whose playfulness has his name stamped all 
over it. Near the end, Prokofiev momentarily restores the sobriety of 
the opening, but the coda dispels those thoughts to conclude with high 
optimism and sonic splendor.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes, piccolo, 2 oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets, E-flat 
clarinet, bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 
3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare drum, bass drum, cymbals, tambourine, 
tam-tam, wood block, harp, piano, celesta and strings

EXCERPTED FROM A PROGRAM NOTE BY THE LATE MARY ANN FELDMAN.
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STAR WARS: RETURN OF THE JEDI 
FEATURE FILM WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

Sarah Hicks, conductor

THU OCT 8  7PM   |   FRI OCT 9  7PM   |   SAT OCT 10  7PM   |   SUN OCT 11  2PM

RETURN OF THE JEDI      OCT 8–11 

STAR WARS FILM CONCERT SERIES
JOHN WILLIAMS

STAR WARS: RETURN OF THE JEDI
Starring

Mark Hamill
Harrison Ford
Carrie Fisher

Billy Dee Williams
Anthony Daniels as C-3PO

Co-Starring
David Prowse
Kenny Baker

Peter Mayhew
Frank Oz

Directed by Richard Marquand
Produced by Howard Kazanjian

Screenplay by Lawrence Kasdan and George Lucas

Story by George Lucas
Executive Producer George Lucas

Music by John Williams

THANK YOU

The Movies & Music series is presented by U.S. Bank.

©  & TM LUCASFILM LTD.  Presentation licensed by Disney Concerts in 
association with Warner/Chappell Music.  © All rights reserved.
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OCT 8–11      RETURN OF THE JEDI

STAR WARS FILM CONCERT  
PRODUCTION CREDITS

President, Disney Music Group
Ken Blunt

SVP/GM, 
Disney Concerts 

Chip McLean

Supervising  
Technical Director 

Alex Levy –  
Epilogue Media

Film Preparation 
Ramiro Belgardt

Business Affairs, 
Lucasfilm 

Rhonda Hjort 
Chris Holm 

For Booking Inquires: 
Emily.Yoon@THE.TEAM

Music Preparation 
Mark Graham 

Matthew Voogt

JoAnn Kane  
Music Service

Disney Music Library

Operations,  
Disney Concerts 

Brannon Fells 
Royd Haston

Marketing & Publicity 
Lisa Linares 

Christy Swintek

VP, Disney Concerts 
Gina Lorscheider

Business Affairs,  
Disney Concerts 

Darryl Franklin 
Leigh Zeichick 

Narine Minasian 
Elena Contreras 
Addison Granillo 

Svetlana Tzaneva

Business Affairs, 
Warner-Chappell 

Scott McDowell 

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack composed by John Williams available at 
Disneymusicemporium.com.

Today’s concert lasts about 2 hours and 35 minutes, including a 20-minute 
intermission. Please remain seated until the end of the credits.

A profile of conductor Sarah Hicks appears on page 56.
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THE JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA   OCT 13 

THE JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA 
WITH WYNTON MARSALIS

Wynton Marsalis, music director and trumpet
Ryan Kisor, trumpet   
Kenny Rampton, trumpet 
Marcus Printup, trumpet   
Vincent Gardner, trombone 
Chris Crenshaw, trombone
Elliot Mason, trombone 
Sherman Irby, alto and soprano saxophones, flute and clarinet 
Alexa Tarantino, alto and soprano saxophones, flute and clarinet
Chris Lewis, tenor and soprano saxophones, clarinet and bass clarinet
Abdias Armenteros, tenor and soprano saxophones and clarinet 
Paul Nedzela, baritone and soprano saxophones, clarinet and bass clarinet 
Dan Nimmer, piano
Carlos Henriquez, bass
Obed Calvaire, drums

TUE OCT 13  7PM 

The program for tonight’s concert will be announced from the stage. 
There will be one 20-minute intermission.

Visit the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra at jazz.org
Become a fan on Facebook: facebook.com/jazzatlincolncenter
Follow on Twitter/X: twitter.com/jazzdotorg
Watch on Jazz Live: jazzlive.com

Artists subject to change.

Profiles of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra and Wynton Marsalis appear on 
pages 57 and 58.
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Akira Ifukube	 Dance of the Seven Veils, from Salome  	 CA. 11’

Alexander Glazunov	 Concerto in A minor for Violin  	 CA. 19’
	    and Orchestra, Opus 82
	    	 Moderato – Andante – Allegro 
		   	 Himari, violin

	  I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Modest Mussorgsky/	 Pictures at an Exhibition	  CA. 30’
orch. Maurice Ravel		  Introduction: Promenade
		  Gnomus
		  Il vecchio castello
		  Tuileries
		  Bydlo
		  Ballet of Chicks in their Shells
		  Samuel Goldenberg and Schmuyle
		  Limoges (The Marketplace)
		  Catacombae – Con mortuis in lingua mortua
		  Baba-Yaga – The Hut on Fowl’s Legs
		  The Great Gate of Kiev

FRI OCT 16  8PM   |   SAT OCT 17  7PM

Kahchun Wong, conductor
Himari, violin

PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      OCT 16–17

THANK YOU
The 2026-27 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

Profiles of the conductor and soloist appear on pages 56 and 60.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.

Himari’s appearance in these concerts is supported by Abigail Rose and  
Michael J. Blum.
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  Even if you’re unfamiliar with Japanese composer Akira Ifukube, 
you may recognize an extraordinary sound he invented: the city-leveling 
roar of Godzilla, one of the 20th century’s greatest sci-fi cinema monsters. 
Ifukube created the iconic sound effect in 1954 while composing the score 
for director Ishirō Honda’s first Godzilla film, using tar-covered gloves 
dragged across an unwound string of a double bass. He would go on to 
write music for several hundred more films, including multiple entries in 
the Godzilla series.

Largely self-taught, Ifukube was first exposed to Western classical music 
when he heard a radio broadcast of Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring at age 14, 
after which he vowed to dedicate his life to composition—though he 
completed his formal education in forestry and first worked as a lumber 
processor. He achieved early musical success in 1935 when his Japanese 
Rhapsody won first prize in a competition for Japanese composers. After 
being exposed to radiation during World War II service, Ifukube left 
forestry and turned his full attention to composing and teaching at the 
Tokyo University of the Arts. 

DANCING WITH DEATH
In 1947 Ifukube wrote a ballet based on the biblical princess Salome, 
hewing closely to the story as told in the French symbolist play by Oscar 
Wilde—as Richard Strauss did in his controversial 1905 opera Salome. The 
Dance of the Seven Veils from Ifukube’s ballet depicts Salome’s climactic 
dance at a celebration for her stepfather, Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee, 
who has imprisoned John the Baptist for disavowing Herod’s illegal 
marriage to Salome’s mother Herodias. Herod grants Salome anything 
she wishes in return for her performance, and swayed by Herodias, the 
princess demands the head of John the Baptist on a platter.  

Ifukube’s imaginative orchestration immediately draws listeners into 
this ominous tale. The first dance opens with a sensuous melody for alto 
flute and harp, later taken up by the violas and flute. A final harp flourish 
leads to the second dance, with the melody in the oboe turned sinister by 

AKIRA IFUKUBE 
B:	 May 31, 1914
	 Kushiro, Japan
D:	 February 8, 2006
	 Tokyo, Japan

Dance of the Seven 
Veils, from Salome
PREMIERED: May 28, 1948 
(complete ballet)

OCT 16–17      PROGRAM NOTES      
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PROGRAM NOTES      OCT 16–17

tremulous strings. A long clarinet tone leads directly to the third dance, 
which thrills in triple meter with strong crashes, leading directly into the 
mad swirling and stabbing of the fourth dance. The fifth dance offers some 
respite with a humid, waltz-like feel, before the sixth dance whirls madly 
into the clamoring, perverse ecstasy of the seventh and final dance. 

Instrumentation: 2 flutes, piccolo, alto flute, 2 oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets, 
bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, 
timpani, Cuban timbales, tenor conga, 3 tom-toms, harp and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY MICHAEL DIVINO.

ALEXANDER GLAZUNOV
B:	 August 10, 1865
	 St. Petersburg, Russia
D:	 March 21, 1936
    	Paris, France

Concerto in A minor for 
Violin and Orchestra, 
Opus 82   
PREMIERED:  
February 15, 1905

  Much was in flux, both politically and musically, when Alexander 
Glazunov composed his Violin Concerto in 1904-05, just as he became 
director of the St. Petersburg Conservatory and was approaching his 40th 
birthday. At that same moment, Debussy was composing La Mer, Mahler 
was writing his Sixth Symphony and Strauss was producing his opera 
Salome. Coming from this moment of musical transformation, Glazunov’s 
Violin Concerto is serenely conservative, looking back to the order of the 
19th century.

Glazunov wrote the concerto for Leopold Auer, who premiered it in St. 
Petersburg on February 15, 1905. It is a virtuoso concerto, full of attractive 
melodies and demanding some very accomplished playing from the soloist. 
Rather than being divided into separate movements, it is structured in 
four sections played without pause. Virtually the entire work grows out of 
themes announced in its opening section, which then reappear in varied 
forms in subsequent sections.

THE CONCERTO: CONSERVATIVE BUT VIRTUOSIC
Over murmuring woodwinds, the violin soloist enters immediately with 
the main idea, a long theme of dark and Slavic character. This is extended 
briefly before Glazunov presents the second subject, a falling lyric melody 
marked both dolce and tranquillo. Just as we expect the development to 
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begin, Glazunov moves on to the second section, marked Andante. This 
segment begins with a soaring violin melody that seems new, but is related 
to the opening theme. Gradually the music grows more complex and 
animated, then proceeds directly into the third section. 

Dark lower strings now begin what seems to be the “development”: 
themes from the opening return and are extended and combined, before 
we encounter a long cadenza full of some really wicked writing for the 
soloist. The orchestra returns, the tempo accelerates, and the concluding 
section, marked Allegro, bursts to life in a great blaze of trumpet fanfares. 
The writing for solo violin here, as throughout the concerto, is full of 
such technical hurdles as passages played in octaves, long runs, complex 
chording, artificial harmonics and left-handed pizzicatos. A quick-paced 
coda rushes the concerto to its exciting conclusion.

Instrumentation: solo violin with orchestra comprising 3 flutes (1 doubling 
piccolo), 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, 
timpani, cymbals, triangle, glockenspiel, harp and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.

MODEST MUSSORGSKY
B:	 March 21, 1839
	 Karevo, Russia
D:	 March 28, 1881
	 St. Petersburg, Russia

Pictures at an Exhibition, 
orchestrated by  
Maurice Ravel  
PREMIERED:  
May 3, 1923

  One of the most popular and frequently recorded pieces of Western 
classical music did not exist in its composer’s own lifetime—at least not 
in the form most audiences know it today. Modest Mussorgsky completed 
Pictures at an Exhibition in 1874 for solo piano and died seven years later, 
after which a veritable industry sprung up of arrangers reimagining the 
piece in larger instrumentations, ranging from full orchestra to chamber 
groups, a version for 44 pianos, a disco setting and much more. 

No public performance of the original score is known to have been given in 
the composer’s lifetime. Pictures began to acquire widespread popularity 
when Russian conductor Serge Koussevitzky commissioned Maurice Ravel 
to orchestrate the score and conducted the first performance in Paris on 
May 3, 1923.

OCT 16–17      PROGRAM NOTES      
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The circumstances of Pictures’ original creation are tragic and poignant. 
When Viktor Hartmann, an artist, designer and sculptor, died of a heart 
attack in 1873, his close friend Mussorgsky was devastated and slipped into 
depression. Some months later Vladimir Stassov, a music critic and friend 
of both Mussorgsky and Hartmann, arranged an exhibit of about 400 of 
the late artist’s works, hoping that this tribute might in some way relieve 
Mussorgsky’s condition. The exhibition opened in January 1874 at the St. 
Petersburg Society of Architects, and it inspired Mussorgsky to create a 
suite of musical portraits for piano.

THE MUSICAL GALLERY IN BRIEF
A “Promenade” theme opens an imaginary stroll through the picture 
gallery, a theme that returns several times throughout the work as the 
viewer moves on to another painting or group of paintings, of which ten 
are depicted. Gnomus: A wooden child’s toy styled after a small, grotesque 
gnome with gnarled legs and erratic hopping movements. Il vecchio 
castello: A watercolor of a troubadour singing in front of a medieval castle, 
his melancholic song carried by the alto saxophone. Tuileries: A lively 
picture of children scampering about, engaged in horseplay while their 
nannies chatter. Bydlo: An oxcart on giant, lumbering wheels, its driver 
singing a folk song in the Aeolian mode. Ballet of Chicks in their Shells: 
Cheeping baby canaries dancing about, still enclosed in their shells, 
with their wings and legs protruding. Samuel Goldenberg and Schmuyle: 
A pair of vividly drawn personalities: a rich man who is pompous, self-
important and arrogant; and a poor man, sniveling, beseeching, nervous, 
pitiable. Limoges (The Marketplace): Another lively, bustling French scene 
where we find the rapid chatter, babble and arguments of housewives. 
Catacombae – Con mortuis in lingua mortua: Hartmann himself, lantern 
in hand, exploring the subterranean catacombs of Paris, accompanied by 
eerie, ominous sounds. Baba-Yaga – The Hut on Fowl’s Legs: The Russian 
witch Baba Yaga, portrayed not as Hartmann did, as a fantastic bronze 
clock-face mounted on chicken legs—but in a dizzying ride through the air 
in her mortar, steering with a pestle. The Great Gate of Kiev: Hartmann’s 
architectural design for a gate (never built) to commemorate Alexander II’s 
narrow escape from an assassination attempt in Kiev.

Instrumentation: 3 flutes (2 doubling piccolo), 3 oboes (1 doubling English horn), 
2 clarinets, bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, alto saxophone, 4 horns, 
3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, tenor tuba, timpani, bass drum, chimes, cymbals, 
tam-tam, bells, ratchet, snare drum, slapstick, triangle, xylophone, 2 harps, 
celesta and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ROBERT MARKOW.

PROGRAM NOTES      OCT 16–17
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WORLD PREMIERE OCT 31–NOV 8

Music by Kamala Sankaram
Libretto by Minita Gandhi

mnopera.org
612-333-666

Reincarnated. Resolute. Revolutionary. When the 
goddess of Death is cast down to Earth to live as a 
mortal named Laila Starr, the boundaries between the 
divine and the human begin to blur in this vivid, 
transporting world premiere from Kamala Sankaram 

and Minita Gandhi.

TO LEARN MORE OR PURCHASE TICKETS,
VISIT MNOPERA.ORG OR CALL 612-333-6669

Based upon the BOOM! Studios 
graphic novel, The Many Deaths 
of Laila Starr by Ram V. and 
Filipe Andrade. Adapted through 
special arrangement with BOOM! 
Studios. The Many Deaths of 
Laila Starr is ™ & © 2022 Ram V.
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Joseph Haydn	 Symphony No. 6 in D major, Le Matin 	 CA. 23’
		  Adagio – Allegro
		  Adagio – Andante – Adagio
		  Menuet
		  Allegro

Franz Liszt   	 Concerto No. 2 in A major for Piano and Orchestra	 CA. 22’
		  [in one movement]
			   Simon Trpčeski, piano

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Felix Mendelssohn	 Symphony No. 5 in D major, Opus 107, Reformation  	 CA. 33’
		  Andante – Allegro con fuoco
		  Allegro vivace
		  Andante
		  Chorale: Andante con moto – 
		     Allegro vivace

THU OCT 22  11AM   |   FRI OCT 23  8PM

Jaime Martín, conductor
Simon Trpčeski, piano 

HAYDN AND LISZT

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      OCT 22–23 

THANK YOU
The 2026-27 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

This concert will be recorded by YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio for future 
broadcast. 

Profiles of the conductor and soloist appear on pages 59 and 60.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.
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OCT 22–23      PROGRAM NOTES      

  Prince Paul Anton Esterhazy hired Haydn as his Vice-Kapellmeister 
in May 1761, and the composer immediately took up his duties at the 
Esterhazy palace in the small town of Eisenstadt, about 30 miles south of 
Vienna. The 29-year-old Haydn was charged with revitalizing the court 
orchestra, and he assembled a small orchestra of about 17 members.

The story has it that Prince Paul Anton himself suggested that Haydn 
compose a trilogy of symphonies that would take as their subject morning, 
noon and night. Haydn was not attracted to the idea of writing descriptive 
music, but he was alert enough to take the prince’s suggestion. These 
symphonies, Nos. 6, 7 and 8, date from Haydn’s first months in his new 
position in 1761.

A MORNING SYMPHONY
ADAGIO–ALLEGRO. The Adagio that opens the first movement of the 
Symphony No. 6 is pretty clearly a depiction of the rising sun. The music 
begins with softly pulsing violins, climbs upward and gathers strength, 
and lands on a resplendent fortissimo chord. From out of this “sunrise,” 
the music leaps ahead smartly at the Allegro, which is in a tentative sonata 
form.

ADAGIO–ANDANTE–ADAGIO. Longest of the movements, the Adagio, scored 
only for strings, offers extended solos for violin, cello and bass.

MENUET. The wind band returns for the sturdy Menuet. Its trio section is 
largely a bassoon solo over bass-line accompaniment.

ALLEGRO. The finale showcases the orchestra and its various principal 
players: solo flute leads the way, and in the course of the movement comes 
an extended passage of concertante writing for solo violin.

Instrumentation: flute, 2 oboes, bassoon, 2 horns and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.

JOSEPH HAYDN
B:	 March 31, 1732
	 Rohrau, Austria
D:	 May 31, 1809
	 Vienna, Austria

Symphony No. 6 in 
D major, Le Matin  
COMPOSED: 1761
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PROGRAM NOTES      OCT 22–23 

  Franz Liszt first sketched the music that would become his Piano 
Concerto No. 2 in September 1839, just as he turned 28. But he shelved these 
sketches as he resumed the life of a traveling virtuoso and did not return 
to them until 1849. He continued to revise the concerto until 1861, by which 
time it had already been performed—on January 7, 1857, in a pension fund 
concert for the orchestra in Weimar, where he then was music director.

CONCERTO OR SYMPHONIC POEM?
The most striking feature of this concerto is that it is in only one 
movement. Gone completely is the three-movement, sonata-form structure 
of the concerto as it had been refined by Mozart and Beethoven. Instead 
Liszt evolved a new form—one with its roots in the music of Schubert—
in which one fundamental theme becomes the basis for an entire work. 
That theme is transformed across the span of the work, reappearing in 
completely different guises and for different expressive purposes.

Some have suggested that this music is not really a piano concerto at all 
but instead a symphonic poem in which the piano has a prominent part. 
Liszt himself referred to it as a Concerto symphonique at the 1857 premiere, 
only settling on the more traditional title when the music was published 
in 1863. One early critic, William Apthorp of the Boston Evening Transcript, 
was so struck by Liszt’s method and sense of form in this concerto that he 
described it as “The life and adventures of a melody.”

To serve as the basis for such an extended musical adventure, a melody 
must be remarkable, yet Liszt’s basic theme does not make that impression 
at the outset. This subdued little tune is sung by a handful of woodwinds, 
and Liszt specifies that it should be dolce, soave (sweet, gentle). The piano 
slips in almost unnoticed, touching on that melody only as part of a series 
of arpeggios. But from this unassuming opening, Liszt builds a remarkable 
and varied structure, and one of the pleasures of this music lies in following 
the ingenious ways this simple opening is transformed across the concerto’s 
22-minute span.

FRANZ LISZT
B:	 October 22, 1811
	 Raiding, Hungary
D:	 July 31, 1886
	 Bayreuth, Germany

Concerto No. 2 in 
A major for Piano and 
Orchestra
PREMIERED: 
January 7, 1857
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FELIX MENDELSSOHN
B:	 February 3, 1809
	 Hamburg, Germany
D:	 November 4, 1847
	 Leipzig, Germany

Symphony No. 5 in 
D major, Opus 107, 
Reformation
PREMIERED: 
November 15, 1832

  Mendelssohn composed his Reformation Symphony in late 1829 and 
early 1830, intending it for a celebration in honor of the 300th anniversary 
of the Augsburg Confession of 1530, a document outlining the tenets of 
the Protestant faith as professed by Martin Luther and serving as the 
foundation of the Reformation. But due to general political unrest, the 
symphony’s scheduled premiere in 1830 was cancelled. It was finally 
performed in Berlin late in 1832, with Mendelssohn conducting, but not 
published until 1868, 21 years after the composer’s death.

THE SYMPHONY: BUILT ON SPIRITUAL TRADITIONS
ANDANTE–ALLEGRO CON FUOCO. The symphony opens in a mood of quiet 
devotion with a four-note figure familiar to listeners who know the 
finale of Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony. But this figure was by no means the 
exclusive property of Mozart. It had been used by numerous composers 
before him, and in fact can be traced back to a Gregorian chant Magnificat 
motif, which means that its ultimate source lies in an ancient synagogal 
melody. The Andante introduction also includes another ecumenical 
reference, the so-called “Dresden Amen,” first heard quietly and devoutly 
in the strings. This particular harmonization of the cadence was made 
by Johann Gottlieb Naumann in Dresden in the late 18th century for 
the Catholic church, but it was later adopted by the Protestants as well. 
Its most famous use in classical music is in Wagner’s Parsifal, where in 
slightly different form it becomes the Grail motif.

The main section (Allegro con fuoco) of the first movement unfolds in 
standard sonata form, beginning with a severe and strongly rhythmic 

Instrumentation: solo piano with orchestra comprising 3 flutes (1 doubling 
piccolo), 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 2 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, 
timpani, bass drum, cymbals and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.
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theme in D minor derived from the trumpet fanfares in the slow 
introduction. The second theme is graceful and lyrical, though still 
imbued with the rhythmic urgency found in the first theme. Extensive 
contrapuntal interplay characterizes the development section, which 
works out the material in Mendelssohn’s typically well-crafted manner. 
The “Dresden Amen” makes another appearance as the bridge between 
development and recapitulation.

ALLEGRO VIVACE. The second movement is a scherzo in all but name, strongly 
reminiscent of the lighthearted fairy world of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream—all smiles and joy and laughter. The central Trio section features 
some particularly felicitous woodwind writing.

ANDANTE. The slow movement, in G minor, is often referred to as a “song 
without words,” and indeed, it bears resemblance to an operatic aria, with 
the sweetly eloquent violin in the solo role most of the time. After an 
impassioned climax, the music comes to rest on a sustained G in the low 
strings.

CHORALE: ANDANTE CON MOTO–ALLEGRO VIVACE. A ray of light beams through 
the somber mood as a flute (an instrument Luther himself played), 
unaccompanied and unharmonized, announces the theme of Luther’s 
famous hymn Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott (A Mighty Fortress Is Our God), 
which serves as the transition to the final movement. This hymn holds 
special meaning for Lutherans, and it is hardly surprising to find it turn up 
as the basis of one of Bach’s best-known cantatas (No. 80).

Additional wind instruments and strings gradually join the flute to 
create a richly harmonized chorale from the hymn tune. For this passage 
Mendelssohn included a serpent, a low-pitched wind instrument whose 
name derives from its shape, but which has long since fallen into disuse. 
Its part is usually taken today by a contrabassoon or tuba. The main portion 
of the movement commences with a sturdy, rising arpeggiated theme in 
the violins, which is followed in turn by several others, all of which are 
worked into a masterful contrapuntal display interwoven with statements 
of Luther’s hymn. The movement’s festive splendor is capped by a final 
broad proclamation of the chorale decked out in all its glory by the full 
orchestra.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 
2 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ROBERT MARKOW.
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MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      OCT 24

BEN FOLDS

SAT OCT 24  7PM

The program for today’s concert will be announced from the stage. 
There will be one 20-minute intermission.

BEN FOLDS, VOCALS AND PIANO

Ben Folds is an Emmy-nominated singer-
songwriter who has created an enormous body of 
genre-bending music that includes pop albums 
with Ben Folds Five, multiple solo albums, a 
holiday album and numerous collaborative 
records. He currently tours as a pop artist, while 
also performing with some of the world’s greatest 

symphony orchestras. A New York Times bestselling author, he also creates 
new music for film, TV and theater, including original songs for an ongoing 
series of animated Peanuts specials on Apple TV. In 2022, he launched a 
music education charitable initiative in his native state of North Carolina 
which provides funds and keyboards to existing nonprofits that offer 
free or affordable piano lessons to school-age children from economically 
disadvantaged households. For the past 15 years he has also been an 
outspoken advocate for arts funding, music education and music therapy in 
the U.S. as a member of Americans for the Arts and the Arts Action Fund. 
More: benfolds.com.

A profile of conductor Sarah Hicks appears on page 56.

Sarah Hicks, conductor 
Ben Folds, vocals and piano 
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MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS OCT 25

Grażyna Bacewicz	 Suite for Two Violins	 CA. 12’
		  Allegro | Andante | Vivo
		  Tempo di menuetto | Allegro
		  Andante (Fughetta) | Allegro
			   Sophia Mockler, violin
			   Sarah Grimes, violin

Sergei Prokofiev 	 Quintet in G minor for Oboe, Clarinet, Violin	 CA. 22’ 
	    Viola and Bass
		  Theme and Variations
		  Andante energico
		  Allegro sostenuto, ma con brio
		  Adagio pesante
		  Allegro precipitato, ma non troppo presto
		  Andantino
			   Ben Odhner, violin | Lydia Grimes, viola 
			   Kyle Sanborn, bass | Kate Wegener, oboe
			   Gabriel Campos Zamora, clarinet

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Dobrinka Tabakova    	Insight	 CA. 10’
			   Hanna Cooper, violin | Megan Tam, viola
			   Sonia Mantell, cello 

Johannes Brahms    	 Quartet No. 3 in C minor for Piano and Strings, 	 CA. 34’
	    Opus 60 
		  Allegro non troppo
		  Scherzo: Allegro
		  Andante
		  Finale: Allegro comodo
			   Alan Snow, violin | Sarah Switzer, viola 
			   Pitnarry Shin, cello | Simon Trpčeski, piano

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/chambernotes to read program notes.
Simon Trpčeski‘s profile appears on page 60. Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/
musicians for profiles of Orchestra musicians.

SUN OCT 25  2PM

The Minnesota Orchestra’s Chamber Music series is generously sponsored by 
Dr. Jennine Speier and her late husband John.

CHAMBER MUSIC IN THE HALL  
BRAHMS, PROKOFIEV AND TABAKOVA
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SARAH HICKS, 
CONDUCTOR

Sarah Hicks, the Minnesota 
Orchestra’s principal conductor of 
Live at Orchestra Hall, has led a broad 
range of programs since joining the 
Orchestra as assistant conductor in 
2006, and has earned wide acclaim 
as a guest conductor in the U.S. and 
abroad. At the 2026 BBC Proms she led 
the BBC Philharmonic in a tribute to 
the film music of Alan Menken. Her 
notable projects here have included 
co-creating the Inside the Classics 
series and Sam & Sarah series with 
former Orchestra violist Sam Bergman 
and leading original productions with 
collaborators such as PaviElle French, 
Kevin Kling, Peter Rothstein, Robert 
Elhai, The Moving Company, Nur-
D, The New Standards, Cloud Cult 
and Dessa—with whom Hicks and 
the Orchestra made a live-in-concert 
recording on Doomtree Records. 
During the Orchestra’s 2026–27 season 
she leads film music concerts of Star 
Wars: Return of the Jedi, Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban and 
Amadeus as well as performances with 
Ben Folds, Guster and Leslie Odom, Jr. 
More: minnesotaorchestra.org. 

SEP-OCT      ARTIST PROFILES

HIMARI, 
VIOLIN

Since her debut with the Berlin 
Philharmonic in 2025, Japanese 
violinist Himari has performed 
with the London Philharmonic and 
Philadelphia Orchestra, among other 
ensembles, and at the Ravinia Festival. 
She has worked with all the major 
orchestras in Japan, including the 
NHK Symphony and Tokyo Symphony. 
Her engagements in the 2026–27 
season include concerts with the 
London Symphony, her Carnegie Hall 
debut with the Boston Symphony and 
her Minnesota Orchestra debut. She 
will make her solo recital debut at 
Suntory Hall in Tokyo in December 
2026 and will embark on her first 
North American tour next spring. 
Her debut album was released in 
September 2026. Born in 2011, Himari 
began violin lessons at age 3 and 
currently studies with Ida Kavafian 
at the Curtis Institute. She was a 
first prize-winner at the Lipinski-
Wieniawski International Competition. 
She plays the 1732 Guarneri del Gesù 
“Ferni” on loan from Hikaru Shimura. 
More: kdschmid.de, himari-info.com.
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JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER 
ORCHESTRA 

The Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
(JLCO), comprising 15 of today’s finest 
jazz soloists and ensemble players, 
has been the Jazz at Lincoln Center 
resident orchestra since 1988 and 
spends over a third of the year on 
tour across the world, performing 
and leading educational events. 
Under Wynton Marsalis, now in his 
final season as the JLCO’s music 
director, the ensemble performs a 
vast repertoire, from rare historic 
compositions to commissioned works. 
Throughout the last decade, the JLCO 
has performed with many of the 
world’s leading symphony orchestras, 
often performing Marsalis’ three major 
works for full symphony orchestra 
and jazz orchestra. Education is a 
major part of Jazz at Lincoln Center’s 
mission; its educational activities 
include the celebrated Jazz for Young 
People™ family concert series, among 
other programs. In 2015, Jazz at 
Lincoln Center launched Blue Engine 
Records, most recently releasing 
2021’s The Democracy Suite featuring 
the JLCO Septet with Marsalis. More: 
jazz.org.

ARTIST AND ENSEMBLE PROFILES      SEP–OCTSEP-OCT      ARTIST PROFILES

STEFAN JACKIW, 
VIOLIN

Stefan Jackiw is one of America’s 
foremost violinists, combining poetry 
and purity with impeccable technique. 
He has appeared as a soloist with 
the Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, New 
York, Philadelphia and San Francisco 
orchestras, Taiwan Philharmonic and 
China National Symphony, among 
numerous other ensembles. In the 
2026–27 season, he performs with the 
Houston Symphony and as artist in 
residence for the Residentie Orkest 
Den Haag; he will also be soloist and 
director with the Tapiola Sinfonietta 
in a program including Mendelssohn’s 
Violin Concerto. He continues to tour 
with pianist Conrad Tao and cellist 
Jay Campbell as the Junction Trio and 
also collaborates with pianist Jeremy 
Denk, among other artists. He has 
recorded Beethoven’s Triple Concerto 
with the Academy of St. Martin in 
the Fields. His Minnesota Orchestra 
debut came at age 12 at a New Year’s 
concert in 1997. He plays a violin 
made by Domenico Montagnana “ex. 
Rossi,” ca. 1730. More: artsmg.com, 
stefanjackiw.com.
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WYNTON MARSALIS, 
MUSIC DIRECTOR AND TRUMPET  

Wynton Marsalis is music director of 
the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
(JLCO) and managing and artistic 
director of Jazz at Lincoln Center 
(JALC). Born in New Orleans, he is 
the son of renowned jazz pianist and 
music educator Ellis Marsalis, Jr. He 
hit the road with his own band at 
age 19 and has since performed 5,328 
concerts in 856 cities throughout 66 
countries. His discography includes 
over 115 jazz, classical and alternative 
albums, and he has won nine Grammy 
Awards. His jazz oratorio Blood on the 
Fields was the first jazz composition to 
win the Pulitzer Prize for Music. As a 
composer, his work includes over 600 
original songs, four symphonies, and 
concertos for violin, tuba, trumpet 
and orchestra, among numerous 
other compositions, many written 
for the JLCO. He is also a globally 
respected teacher, spokesperson 
for music education, and Founding 
Director of Jazz Studies at the Juilliard 
School. In 2001 he was appointed 
Messenger of Peace by United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan. More: 
wyntonmarsalis.org.

VADYM KHOLODENKO, 
PIANO

Ukrainian-born pianist Vadym 
Kholodenko combines fierce pianism, 
an unrivalled breadth of repertoire 
and interpretative refinement that 
ascends to the realms of poetry. 
Gold Medalist of the Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition, he 
has received invitations from many 
of the world’s finest orchestras and 
concert halls. Recent and forthcoming 
concerto highlights include those 
with leading orchestras of North 
America, Europe, Asia and the Far 
East, and in recent seasons he has 
been artist in residence with the Fort 
Worth Symphony Orchestra and SWR 
Symphonieorchester. In 2025 made 
his debut at London’s BBC Proms. In 
recital, he has appeared on the world’s 
leading stages—from London, Paris, 
and Vienna to Boston, Chicago, and 
New York. He is also a thoughtful and 
committed chamber musician and 
has made numerous recordings with 
violinist Alena Baeva. His latest release 
is a pairing of Beethoven’s Diabelli 
Variations and Rzewski’s The People 
United Will Never Be Defeated! More: 
artsmg.com, vadymkholodenko.com.

SEP-OCT      ARTIST PROFILES
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JAIME MARTÍN, 
CONDUCTOR 

Music director of the Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra since 2019, and 
chief conductor of the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra since 2022, 
Spanish conductor Jaime Martín 
has previously held positions with 
the National Symphony Orchestra of 
Ireland, Spanish National Orchestra 
and Gävle Symphony Orchestra. 
In 2024 he became principal guest 
conductor of the BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales. Having spent many 
years as a highly regarded flutist, 
Martín turned to conducting full-time 
in 2013 and quickly became sought 
after at the highest level. Highlights 
of his 2025–26 season included leading 
the Melbourne Symphony on a U.K. 
and European tour with stops at the 
Edinburgh International Festival 
and BBC Proms. He also led major 
orchestras across Europe, the U.S. 
and Australasia. Martín’s extensive 
discography includes recordings 
with Gävle Symphony, Orquestra 
de Cadaqués, Barcelona Symphony 
and London Philharmonic, and 
recent releases on the Melbourne 
Symphony label. More: imgartists.com, 
jaimemartinconductor.com.

TAL ROSNER, 
VIDEO DESIGNER AND DIRECTOR

Tal Rosner is a BAFTA-winning video 
designer and director whose work 
brings together moving image, music 
and live performance, spanning 
orchestral concerts, opera, theater 
and large-scale events. Recent projects 
include before and after nature with 
composer David Lang and Bang on 
a Can All-Stars; Mahler’s Eighth 
Symphony with director Tom Morris 
at the Southbank Centre; and San 
Francisco Opera’s inaugural Pride 
Concert. At Staatsoper Hannover, he 
conceived and directed MYTHOS, a 
staged visual interpretation of Sibelius’ 
tone poems. He has created work 
for the New York Philharmonic, Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, San Francisco 
Symphony and BBC Symphony. His 
theater and opera credits include 
Ainadamar at the Metropolitan Opera, 
Next to Normal in the West End and 
The Hunger Games on Stage. Other 
major projects include the Opening 
and Closing Ceremonies of the 
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth 
Games and the V&A exhibition 
DIVA. He won the 2008 BAFTA for 
Best Title Sequence for Skins. More: 
talrosner.com.

SEP-OCT      ARTIST PROFILES
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SIMON TRPČESKI, 
PIANO  

Praised for his powerful virtuosity 
and charismatic stage presence, 
Macedonian pianist Simon Trpčeski 
has captivated audiences worldwide 
for over two decades. He has 
collaborated with more than 100 
orchestras across four continents, 
including the London Symphony, 
New York Philharmonic, Seoul 
Philharmonic and Sydney Symphony. 
Highlights of this season include 
a tour of Spain with the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra; concerts 
with the National Symphony, San 
Francisco Symphony, Tonhalle 
Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic and 
Hong Kong Philharmonic; recitals at 
Wigmore Hall, the Concertgebouw 
and Oviedo; and the Hong Kong 
premiere of his world music project 
MAKEDONISSIMO. His discography 
includes recordings with Vasily 
Petrenko and the Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic, and his newest release 
features two Saint-Saëns Piano 
Concertos with the Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra. In 2011 he became 
Macedonia’s first-ever National Artist. 
More: keynoteartistmanagement.com, 
trpceski.com.

KAHCHUN WONG, 
CONDUCTOR 

Singaporean conductor Kahchun 
Wong is principal conductor and 
artistic advisor of the Hallé and chief 
conductor of the Japan Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Since winning the Mahler 
Competition in 2016, he has conducted 
the New York Philharmonic, Cleveland 
Orchestra, BBC Symphony, London 
Philharmonic, Czech Philharmonic 
and Hong Kong Philharmonic. 
With the Hallé, Wong made his BBC 
Proms debut with Mahler’s Second 
Symphony, subsequently recording 
it alongside Bruckner’s Ninth and 
Britten’s The Prince of the Pagodas, 
winning the 2025 Limelight Recording 
of the Year, and led tours to China 
and Spain. This Hallé season includes 
appearances at the Aldeburgh Festival 
and Manchester International Festival, 
the premiere of James MacMillan’s 
Sixth Symphony and a season-
closing Belshazzar’s Feast. He also  
returns to the Bergen Philharmonic 
and London Philharmonic, and 
debuts with the Pittsburgh and 
Gothenburg symphonies. He 
received Germany’s Order of Merit 
in 2019. More: harrisonparrott.com, 
kahchunwong.com.

SEP-OCT      ARTIST PROFILES
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GET YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR THE ULTIMATE NORDIC FESTIVAL! 
TICKETS FOR YOUNG LISTENERS ARE FREE THROUGH THE HALL PASS PROGRAM.

NOV 5–14

Søndergård, 
Parker and 

Sibelius
THU NOV 5  11AM 
FRI NOV 6  8PM 
SAT NOV 7  7PM
Audience favorite  

Jon Kimura Parker returns 
to Orchestra Hall to play 
Hillborg’s seamless MAX 

Concerto, written for pianist 
Emanuel (Manny) AX.  

Then, hear Sibelius’ lush 
Second Symphony.

FAMILY CONCERT 

The Musical Tales 
of Hans Christian 

Andersen
SUN NOV 8  2PM

Enter a world where music 
and storytelling intertwine, 
turning timeless fairy tales 

into vivid soundscapes.  
Join Thomas Søndergård 

and the Minnesota Orchestra 
for a musical adventure 

through classic stories of 
Hans Christian Andersen 

with playful and  
story-driven melodies. 

Vänskä, Chen  
and Nielsen
FRI NOV 13  8PM  
SAT NOV 14  7PM

The flags of Finland and 
Denmark fly high with the 
Violin Concerto by Osmo 

Vänskä’s beloved late  
friend Jaakko Kuusisto, 
played by soloist Stella 

Chen, and the last  
symphony by Carl Nielsen.

NORDIC  
SOUNDSCAPES FESTIVAL

The 2026–27 Classical Season is presented by The Family Concert series is sponsored by PNC.
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Explore, reflect and be inspired by Classical 
favorites. Immerse yourself with movies as they 
come alive when the film is projected on the big 
screen with the Orchestra performing the score. 
Make Orchestra Hall your home for the holidays 
with programs that warm your heart.

You can’t be part of the live music experience 
without reserving your seat—it’s time to explore 
the season and find music that moves you. 
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A space for sound, a season for you!

The Movies & Music series is presented by2026–27 Classical Season Sponsor
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Buy three or more 
and save 15%!
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!
We are grateful to the generous donors whose Guaranty Fund gifts   

help sustain the Minnesota Orchestra each year.

PRESENTER’S CIRCLE
$100,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous 
Phillip Bohl  

in memory of Janet Bartels
C. Curtis Dunnavan*
Martha and Doug* Head
Charlie Johnson
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale
Al and Kathy Lenzmeier
Nancy and John Lindahl
Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Dr. Jennine and John* Speier
Margaret V.B. Wurtele

$50,000 – $99,999
Evan Carruthers
John W. Dayton
Dr. Stanley M. and  

Luella G. Goldberg
Rosemary and David* Good
Kathy* and John Junek
Lawrence Family Foundation / 

Dr. Mary and Jim Lawrence 
Linda and Warren Mack
Katie and Bill Miller
David and Leni Moore  

Family Foundation
Christina and Terry Schopfer
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks

$25,000 – $49,999
Darren Acheson and 

Carol Peterson
Trudi Anderson and Joseph Green
Julie and Doug Baker, Jr. 

Foundation  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Ruth and John Bergerson
Margee and Will Bracken
Gary B. Cohen
Ellie Crosby –  

The Longview Foundation
Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Michelle Fitzgerald and  

Jonathan Guyton
Sieglinde and Edward Grivna
Lorraine R. Hart
Thomas Herr and  

Kathryn Newsome-Herr
Arthur Higinbotham
Diane and Tony Hofstede

Cynthia and Jay Ihlenfeld
Angela and Patrick Mahoney
McVay Foundation
Cathy and John Muggee
Bob and Carolyn Nelson
Angela Pennington and  

W. Anders Folk
Jean and Robert* Spong
Miriam and James Stake
Dennis Stanton 
Charles L. Thiesenhusen, M.D.
Catherine R. and Steven Webster
Laurel and Frank* Winsor

$15,000 – $24,999
Susan and Richard Anderson
Mary Arneson, in memory of  

Dale Hammerschmidt 
Judee Arnstein and  

Michael Lindsay
Martha and Bruce Atwater
Lilia and Artur Bacu
Maria Bales
Annie and Jeff Betts
Rochelle and Jeff Blease
Brandl Family Giving Fund
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Kathleen and Paul Campbell
Joel and Mary Ann Elftmann
Kathleen O. Erickson
Camie and Jack Eugster
Terrance Fox
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Bill and Paula Glade
Cynthia Goplen and  

Michael Roos
Margot and Paul Grangaard
Laurie and Ed Greeno
The Gerald and Patrice Halbach 

Charitable Fund
David Hanson and  

William Biermaier
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
Karen and John Himle
Ruth and John Huss
Carmelle and Byron Jackson
Richard V. Johnson and  

Bonnie M. Johnson
Kemen Randall Charitable Fund
Karen and Lloyd Kepple
Margaret Kinney
Michael Klingensmith and  

Ruth Shields
Nivin and Duncan MacMillan 

Foundation

Mike and Mary Maeser
Michael Merrick
Sandy and Bob* Morris
Wendy Nelson
Paradis Family Fund
Ernest, Caryl and John Pierson
Clay and Meg Rudolph 
Karla Robertson
Mark and Mary Sigmond
Dr. Rick and Jean* Simmons
Charles Sorenson
Dee and Gordy Sprenger
Julie Howe Stewart
David Tweet
Linda Wallace
Carole and Rick* Wiederhorn
Trudy and John Wilgers
Martha Wren
Sri and Aks Zaheer

$10,000 – $14,999
Anonymous (4)
Jerry L. Artz
Jim and Karen Ashe 
William and Kristin* Bahl
Jeannine and Robert Befidi
Dr. and Mrs. Ford Watson Bell
Barry Berg and Walter Tambor
Amy Braford Whittey
Michael and Carol Bromer
Rodney and Barbara Burwell 

Family Foundation
Richard and Mari Carlson
Karri and Mark Copman
Rosemary T. Dahl
Richard and Lucille DeRemee
John Dunbar and Maggie Helms
Cathy and Jack* Farrell
FRIENDS of the Minnesota 

Orchestra
Martha Gabbert
George Family Foundation
Penny and Bill George
MaryAnn Goldstein and  

David Benditt
Joan Gram
Karen and David Grandstrand
Jane and David Gregerson
Roger Gross and Mary Dunnavan
Crystal and Jerome Hamilton
The John and Cynthia Hart Fund
Milla and Phil Isaacson
Nancy and William Jones
Barbara Jordan
John and Kris Kaplan
Nancy and Bob* Kloehn

We are grateful to the generous donors whose Guaranty Fund gifts  
help sustain the Minnesota Orchestra each year.
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Eric D. Levinson
Holly MacDonald and  

John Orbison
Kelly McQueen
Charles and Carolyn Meyer
Anne W. Miller
Jennifer Melin Miller and  

David Miller
Martin Lueck and Mallory Mullins
Monica Murphy
Mike and Linda Murrell
Marilyn L. Nelson
Tom Newton
Cindy and Cully Olmanson
David and Karen Olson  

Family Foundation
Tamrah and Stephen O’Neil
Marri M. Oskam
Mike and Eileen Ostrem
Heidi and Dick Poey
Mary Pohlad
Remele Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Lois and John Rogers
Abigail Rose and Michael J. Blum
Kathy Ross
Breia and Ben Schleuss
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
Katie Simpson and Ken Brooks
Jacqueline Smith
Mary and Greg Sumners
Thomas Tape
Gregg Thomas and Carol Downie
Judy and Paul Trump
Roz Tsai and Chen Wong
Robert and Katherine Tunheim
Osmo Vänskä and Erin Keefe
Trish and Ed Vaurio
David Watkins
James Zeese and  

William Herrmann

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE
$7,500 – $9,999
Anonymous (1)
Hue and Tim Alexander 
Bruce T. Anderson
Mary Kay Arthur
George and Denise Bergquist
Shari and David* Boehnen
Jonathan and Terry Boksberger
Dr. Krzysztof Burhardt and  

April L. Spas
Gisela Corbett and Peter Hyman
Charles A. Geer Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
William H. Halverson
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung
Tim and Karen Klevar
Lindsay J. Kruh
Marlys and Robert Melius
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Noah and Beth Ann Monsen

Drs. Gordon Haugan and  
Mary Meyer

Deborah Healey
Polly Henderson
David Hilden and Julie Railsback
Linda Hoeschler and  

Peter Blyberg
Jon and Beverly Holt
Dorothy J. Horns and  

James P. Richardson
Fran* and Arthur Horowitz
Dr. Charles Horwitz
Sondra W. Howe,  

in memory of Robert B. Howe
Sally Hwang
Neil and Anne Jeddeloh
Chuck and Kathleen Kauffman
Warren and Patty Kelly
Melissa and Peter Kim
Andrea and Robert Kircher
Kopp Family Foundation
Cleo Kriesel
Dianne and Daniel* Latham
Darlene and David Lee
Gordon E. Legge and  

Wendy Willson Legge
Ilo and Margaret Leppik
Fern D. Letnes
Sheila and Stephen Lieberman
Helen E. and Daniel T. Lindsay 

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

John R. Litch
Charles Loban
Dave and Peggy Lucas
Carol Ann and Harvey Mackay
Helmut and Mary Maier
Mary and Brenda
William and Carolynne Mathis
James and Jane Matson
Mary and Ron Mattson
Lucy C. Mitchell –  

The Longview Foundation
Ann and Alfred Moore
Judith Moore
Thomas and Conchy Morgan
Kate and David Mortenson
Katherine Murphy
NaLa Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Curt D. Nelson
Chris and Priscilla Nielson
Donald G. and Beverly J. Oren 

Charitable Gift Fund
Dawn and Tim Ostrem in memory 

of Kathryn Cunningham
Anne and John Polta
Mary Ella Pratte and  

David Donahoo
Segwald and Martha Reckdahl
Beth and Mark Robbins
William and Sue Roberts
Rich Rolfs and  

Mary Zygmunt-Rolfs
Kamas and Carlye Rooney

Thomas Otto
Patricia Ploetz
Thomas D. and Nancy J. Rohde
Lauren and Peter Routhier
Jody Strakosch and Bill Umscheid
James D. Torbert
Dr. Jorge Velosa and  

Dr. Chris Sigurdson

$5,000 – $7,499
Anonymous (2)
JoAnn and Tom Ambrose
Mark and Leslie Aksomitas
Dennis P. Albrecht
Karen Bachman 
Allen and Andra Barnard
In memory of June and  

Sid Barrows
Ivy and Mark Bernhardson
Elizabeth and Joseph Brama
Christopher and Tiffany Brand
Jan Breyer
Carolyn* and Bob Brix
Tyrone* and Delia Bujold
Jean and Bruce Carlson
Phillip M. and Cheryl A. Carlson
Dr. Emmett F. Carpel and 

Katherine Meehan
Collins and Barbara Cavender
James Chase
Chosy Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Susan Crockett
David and Kitty* Crosby
Gary R. Cunningham
Greg and Kim Cunningham, 

in memory of Kathryn 
Cunningham

Thomas* and Mary Lou Detwiler
Hyacinth Diehl
The Family of Mary Louise Dresser*
Jayne and Jim Early
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Stembler
Chip and Vicki Emery
James and Elizabeth Ericksen
Lee Ann and Jeff Ettinger
Sally and Michael Feder
Mina Fisher and Fritz Nelson
Eugene U. and Mary F. Frey  

Family Fund  
of The Saint Paul Foundation

James and Julie Gasper
Leland and Beverly Gehrke
Steve Gentile, in memory of 

William C. Hendrickson
Michael and Gretchen Gillis
Joline Gitis and Dr. Steven Miles
Lynn A. Glesne
John and Barbara Goergen
William Goetz
Joseph and Deirdre Haj
Burt Hara,  

in loving memory of Julie Hara
Drs. Greg and Angie Hatfield
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Lisa Rovick and Bruce Simpson
Peter J. Rue
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Miriam Rykken Schulz and  

John Schulz
Donald E. Ryks and  

Mary Anne Ryks
Linda and Steven Sandvig
Shirley* and Michael Santoro
Richard Schmitter
Bonnie Scott
Carol and Rick Seaberg
Gale Sharpe
Marlene and Thomas 

Shaughnessy
Dr. Phyllis Sher
Rebecca and John Shockley
William and Marcelyn Smale
Hillary and Jeffrey Smedsrud
Peter Spokes
Chichi Steiner and Tom Rassieur
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Dr. Phillip and Jessica 

Stoltenberg
Barbara J. Telander
Anthony Thein
Timothy J. Thorson
Mary Hershberger Thun and 

David Thun
Tom and Bonnie Umhoefer
Stephanie C. Van D’Elden
Ellen and Jim van Iwaarden
Leslie and Robert Wander
Dee Weaver
Barbara C. White
Betty Ann and Cornie Wiens
Marion and Dave* Williams
Eleanor and Fred Winston –  

The Longview Foundation
Rear Admiral Ray C.* and  

Jean K. Witter
Sandra and Dale Wucher

PRINCIPALS’ CIRCLE 
$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous (8)
Peggy Abram
Ronald L. Abrams and  

Joanne B. Rogin-Abrams
Frank and Barb Abramson
Sara Viker Althoff and Terry Althoff
Suzanne Ammerman
Don and Rose Andersen
Elaine Anton
Nina Archabal,  

in memory of Ken Freed
Eldon & Catherine* Arden
Martha Goldberg Aronson and 

Daniel Aronson
Annette Atkins
Josephine (Jodi) M. Bahl
Karen Baker
Janet and Mary Balej
Muriel J. Bebeau

Elisabeth Bennett
Sue Bennett
Russ and Becky Bierbaum
Jane R. Blanch
Ellen Bogardus-Szymaniak
David and Patricia Borchert
Jeff Bowar
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Fredric and Deborah Bremseth
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
Yvonne Cheek and Mike Kirkwood
Paul and Edna Christopherson 

Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Arnold Chu and I-ming Shih
Andrew Compton and  

Melissa Grette-Compton
Paula Cooney and Aldo Walker
Derek Cunz
Ted and Carol Cushmore  

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Ken and Linda Cutler
The Kelm Foundation
Mary Delaney
Steve and Janet Dietrich
Mary Dolan –  

The Longview Foundation
Joyce and Hugh Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Clare Eisenberg and  

Colin Carleton
John J. Erickson
Alexa and Stephen Fang
Cathie and Jerry* Fischer
Jordan and Jenny Focht
Patricia R. Freeburg
Daniel and Carol Frenning
John and Karen Froelich
Linda M. Funk
Ellen Gallagher
Joyce and Charles Gauck
Lisa Gault
Ken and Lynn Gilmore
Claire Givens and  

Andrew Dipper
Jennifer Gross
Mary and Thomas Gross
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Guerino
Dr. James and Dorothy Halverson
Rieke and Craig Hankins
Bea and Ron Hasselmann
Dr. Elisabeth Heefner
Linda and Jeffrey Hernes
Judith and Walter Hinck
Paul and Carol Hinderlie
Barbara Holmes
Penny Hunt
Sally and David Hyslop
Garin Ipsen
Cathryn and Dale Jacobson
Frank and Roxy Janezich
Ann Jennen and Bruce Jacobs
Lori Johnson and James MacKay
Mary Jordan

Kelly and Hans Kabat
Jeanie and Paul Kaeding
Edward and Irene Kaplan
Janice and Robert Keefe
Kate Kelly and Todd Katopodis
Rosemary M. Kessler
Nancy and Jared Kieling
Karen and Stephan Kistler
David J. Klaiber
Brian Kleinke and Erin Winchell
Nita Krevans
Barbara and Robert Kueppers
Kristi LaLonde
Connie and Bruce Langager
Julie Lange
Benjamin and Ruth Leadholm
Anne and Charles Leck
Dr. Ignatius Lee
Sally and Ernest Lehmann  

Family Fund, in memory of 
Sally Lehmann

Helen and Ralph Levitt
Winnie and Keith Lindstam
John Lindstrom
Mark and Becky* Lystig
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Karen Margolis and  

Robert Simonds
John and Mary Anne Mauriel
Barbara McBurney
Sam* and Patty McCullough
Martha L. McCusker and  

Stephen K. Shuman
Douglas and Karen McElrath
Anne McKinsey, in memory of 

Mary Earl McKinsey
Mary and Bob Mersky
Stephen and Margaret Meyers
Mike and Carol Milligan
Beverly Montgomery
Sheila Morgan
Joon and Jim Mornes
Jean and Don Mueting
Shelly and Brian Murray
Gillian and Roy Myers
Claire and Gary Nelson
Cory Nelson
Paul and Terry Nelson
Newell Wiese Family Fund
Richard and Joan Newmark
David and Valerie Pace
Richard Palmer, in memory of 

Elizabeth Palmer Meisinger 
and Ruta Palmer

Susan J. Perkins
Ellen Perl* and Franklin Noel 
Gary N. and Barbara J. Petersen
David and Helen* Peterson
Joseph Petrick and Janet Boss
Nancy and James Proman
Beth Rapier and Tony Ross
Shawn Rockler, in memory of 

Sheldon Rockler 
Sandra Bemis Roe
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Barbara and David Roen
Tamara and Michael Root
Burton G. Ross and  

Cynthia Rosenblatt Ross Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Luke Schallinger
Jon Schasker* and  

Deborah Carlson
Liesl Schindler
Buddy Scroggins and  

Kelly Schroeder
Emily and Dan Shapiro
Susan and Lawrence Sheets
Carolyn Shrewsbury
Craig and Mariana Shulstad
Grant Silewski
Richard and Mary Jo* Skaggs
Jacquelyn and Alex Slepak
Schele and Phil Smith
Eric and Mary Snustad
Daniel Spiller
Steven and Gwen Starr
George* and Betty Kay Stein
Robert and Sandra Stein
William and Mary Steinbicker
Dr. John and Jennifer 

Stoltenberg
Marcia and John Stout
Mary J. Streitz
Irene Suddard
John L. Sullivan Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Shane Swanson
Marsha and Gary* Tankenoff
Mayer and Elizabeth Tapper
Murray Thomas and  

Stephen Davis
Thomas Allen Gregory* and 

Françoise deRochefort 
Thompson

Barbara N. Thorkelson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
Ross Tolbert
Louise A. Town, M.D.
Dawn Uribe
Sharon Van Dyck and Rick Kelber
Patricia and Douglas Vayda
John Velin and Jane Harper
Paula Vesely
Carl Voss
Kate and Vince Walker
Kimberly and Peter Walsh
Dr. Patrick Warfield and  

Kirsten Lies-Warfield
William and Barbara Welke
Rev. Don Allan Wells*
Pamela R. Weston
Lawrence and Sherri Wick
John* and Nedra Wicks
John Willoughby and  

Kelly Morrison
John Windhorst
Barbara Winthrop
Donna and Mike Wolsted

Deborah Wright,  
in memory of Katie

Douglas and  
Laurinda Sager Wright

Drs. G. Kevin Zhang and  
Anna Y. Hsu

CONCERTMASTER’S 
CIRCLE
$1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous (30)
Kathryn and Roger Aagard
Alden and Elizabeth (Bette) 

Abraham Charitable Gift Fund
John and Cheryl Adolphson
James and Anne Afdahl
Doug Affinito Charitable Gift Fund
Susan and Jim Ahrens
Janet Albers
Rebecca Albers
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Jeff Anderson - House of Note
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Steven Anderson and  

Barbara Randolph-Anderson
Linda Andrews
Brett and Kristen Angel
Augustine Family Charitable Fund
Michael and Yoshie Babcock
Jennifer and Paul Bagdade
Carole and Doug* Baker
Kendall Baker
Jason and Allison Bakke
Charlie and Allison Ballentine
Barker Knuth Foundation
Thomas and Jill Barland
J. Michael Barone
Jim and Allison Barosko
Shane Bartleson and Jan Nickolay
Linda and Peter Bartling 
Nannette Beckley
Frank Bennett
Mary Anne* and Donald Bennett
Thomas and Margit Berg
Chip and LuAnn Berglund
Nancy Bergman
Scott Berney
Randy and Marcy Betcher
Denise and Jon Beusen
Carolyn Bisson and Richard Miller
Bengtson-Bjork Charitable Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Clara Bleak
Barbara McLane and  

Thomas Blegstad
Susan J. Blumentals
Janet Kelly Bohan
Steve King and Susan Boren
Dean Borghorst
Andy Brehm
Tom Brix
Ronnie and Roger Brooks
Nancy S. Brown

John and Nancy Bruggeman
Kristen Bruya and Andy Chappell
A.S. Buchanan
Vicki Bunker
Mary Lou Burdick
Dr. Andrew and Sherilyn Burgdorf
Christine Buss
Sean Cain
Martha A. and Ronald F. Caldwell
Anne Wright Campbell
Sandra and Gary Campbell
Joan and Gary Capen
Erin and Tim Carlson
Rob Carlson and Gregg Larson
Ruth and Alan* Carp
Mary Lou Judd Carpenter
Linda Caruthers
Alice Cederberg
Niels Chapman
Anne Cheney and Stuart Mitchell
Ann and Bruce Christensen
Eugene and Kay* Christenson
Dean* and Patricia Clarke
Susan Clift
Joan Cochran and  

Matthew Crellin
Doris Cogelow
James A. and  

Elizabeth A. Cogswell
Melissa Cohen Silberman and 

Sheldon Silberman
Mr. Ogden Confer
Dr. James and Roberta Craig
Mary Croft
John Cushing and Martha Joy
Jeffrey and Dawn Daehn
Mr. Peter Dahlberg
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Sharon M. Danes and  

Bob Milligan
Linda and Philip Dech
Susan H. DeNuccio
Nina and Anthony DiAngelis
Dennis J. Dietzler, Esq.
Daniel and Margaret Donoghue
Larry and Janet Douglas
John and Maureen Drewitz
Ruth S. Duffy
Abby and Adam Duininck
Joel Dunning
Ryan Dwyer
Brian and Dana Easley
Laura and Tim Edman
Catherine Egenberger
Brad and Cindy Eggen
Greg Eiss
The Ekdahl Hutchinson  

Family Fund
Tracy Elftmann
Elizabeth and Herodotos Ellinas
Evelyn Emerson
Jane Emison
Tom Emmert and Tom Rosen
Jim and Joy Erickson
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Michael and Diane Feldman
Rev. Ann Fenlason
Nicole Fetter
Renae Fiecas
Dennis and Joyce Findley
Wanda Fingalson
The Connie Foote Family Fund
Karen Ford
Silas and Vicki Ford
David Foster and Karen Grewe
Salvatore Silvestri Franco
Frush Family Foundation,  

Jeffrey and Mary Frush
Jim and Bobbi Gahlon
Mary and Jay Gallagher
Nancy Geiger
Douglas Geston
Steven Gibson
Peter and Mary Gilbertson
Dorothy Gjerdrum and  

Bernie Burnham
Robert and Carolyn Goedken
Lynn E. Goodwyne
Steve Gordon and  

Mary “Pat” Gavan-Gordon
Mary Graf
Dr. Todd Grant and  

Debra Nelson-Grant
Myra Greenberg  

Family Foundation
Diana Griffiths
Stephanie and Christian Grimm
Elizabeth and James Grimmer
Jaime Pedraza and  

Stephen Gronewold
Paula and Michael Gross
Jane L. Grunklee
Jean Christianson Grussing and 

Bruce D. Grussing Family Fund
Robert and Julie Guelich
Ellen Guerin
Bruce and Judith Hadler
James and Kathleen Haglund
Heather and Nils Halker
Donald and Marion Hall
Ken and Suanne Hallberg
Mark and Lana Halldorson
Patricia L. Hanauer
Gail and Stuart Hanson
Liesl Hargens and Scott Wilson
Granville Harlow
Todd Hartman
Thomas Hatch and  

Stacy Mattingly
Don Helgeson* and Sue Shepard
Diane and John Herman
The Spiller L’Chaim Fund
William Hession
Carrie and Richard Higgins
Rich and Jodi Hill
Lynn and Steven Hodulik
Shirley Hogan
Jake Holdreith and  

Laurie Hartman
Susie Osaki Holm and  

Mark Dale Holm, MD

Karen Lundmark Holmes
Marsha Holmes and  

Matthew Switzer 
Jean McGough Holten
Stanley and Jane Hooper
Andy Horstman and Mary Perry
Marylyn and Kent Howe
Michael Huck
Joseph and Katharine Huebsch
Carlton Hunke* and Kate Haugen
Nancy Hylden and  

Peter McLaughlin
Steven and Barbara Isaacson
Andrea and Gary* Iseminger
Brian Jacobs
Dr. Pamela Jaworski and  

Paul Maus
The Jeffs
Kathy and Roy Jenson
Sue Jerutis
Audrey Aronson Johnson
Guy and Jean Johnson
Mick and Susan Johnson
Paul R. Johnson and  

Jane L. Hogan
Russell and Susan Johnson
Sharon and Fredrik Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Richard Kain and  

Katherine Simon Frank
Georgia and Joe Kandiko
Dr. Martin and Carole Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Paul P. Karos
Marilyn and John Kemme
Mary and Steven Kennedy
Charlyn Kerr
William Kindler
Monica King, PhD
Kathryn Klibanoff and  

Jeremy Edes Pierotti
Susan Kressin and James Radtke
Judith Krow and David MacMillan*
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and 

Michael Walsh*
Kumagai Family Fund  

of the Minneapolis Foundation
James Kunz
Harold and Grace Kurtz Fund
Carol Lacey
James and Lorraine LaRoy
Carol A. Larson
Kenyon S. Latham
John Lawyer
Tom and Sue Leaf
Darlene Lee
Karen S. Lee
Ruth and David Legvold
Ruth Lemire
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Daniel R. Leslie and  

Bonnie S. Leslie
Jon and Lisa Merklin Lewis
Patricia Libbey
Jeffrey Locke
George Logan
Carl and Evangeline Lundstrom

Sarah Lutman
Brian Maass
Karen and Alex MacMurdo
John Madura
R. Hugh and Nancy Magill
Stephen and Kathi Austin Mahle
Franck and Amy Marret
Stephanie and Phillip Martineau
Susan and Gary Martland
Lawrence and Paulette Massa
Phyllis Mattill
Joseph Matula
Kay and Mike* McCarthy
Mary McCary
Candace McClenahan
Meredith and Colin McCowan
Stephanie McDonald
Susan and Tom McGuire
Donn and Bonnie McLellan
Mary H. and J. Milo Meland 

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Tom Melchior
Lysle E. Meyer
William C. Michaelis and  

Ellory Christianson
Dr. Tim Miley and Dr. Mary Miley
David Miller,  

in memory of Mary Dew
James Miller
Joan Miller and Wayne Thomson
John W. Miller, Jr.
Linda Miller and Paul Bruer
Jim Miner and John Easton*
Jannell Mohn
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Moller
Susan Moore and Douglas Winn
Inar and Susan Morics
Chris and Jack Morrison
Carolyn Mueller
George E. Muellner
Paul Muldoon
Mary and Peter Mulier
David Munn and Linda Luksan
Patty and David Murphy  

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Gwen and Mason Myers
Jeff N. and John F.
Sarah L. Nagle
James Nastoff
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Neal, Jr.
Marybeth Nelson
Sue and Doug Nelson 
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
Win and Christie Neuger  

Family Foundation
Kurt and Sandra Niederluecke
Bruce and Judy Norback
Donald Nordstrom
Bud and Karen Nordstrom
John and Patricia Nyman
Marjorie Nyquist, in memory of  

R. Stanford Nyquist
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Amy Groszbach and  
Dr. John O’Brien

Eugene and Julia Ollila
Curt Olsen and  

Jayne Haugen Olsen
Geoffrey Olson
Neil and Gail Olszewski
Helen Onufrak 
Iven Ose
Mary Claire Owen
Derrill Pankow and Al Bradley
Sotirios Parashos and  

Christina Phill
Paul Park
Mary and David Parker  

Family Trust
Robert and Julie Paschke
Mary and Terry Patton
Marcia Peck and  

David Kamminga
Suzanne and Richard Pepin
Silvia and Marcelo Perez
Ann and Bob Perkins
Jane Persoon
Neal Peterson and  

Deanna Thompson
Thomas Peterson
Ben and Christine Phelps
Kay Phillips and  

Jill Mortensen Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Anne D. Pick
Pieh Family Fund of Willmar Area 

Community Foundation
Mark and Janet Pladson
Anita and James Platt
David and Susan Plimpton
Marilyn Pyle
Akshay Rao
Dr. Laura Rathe
Martha Reed
Gail Reich
Barbara Reid
Bonnie Reiland
Lori Ricke and Eric Dunn
Bonnie and Tim Rietz
Jane Riley-Koll
Martha Roberts
Bonnie Roed
Peg Roessler and Loren Sinning
Kathy and Patrick Romey
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Barbara L. Rossow
David and Kathy Rothenberger
Jay and Barbara Rothmeier
John and Susan Ryan
Carol and Ron Rydell
Jan and Richard Sandberg
Arne and Dyanne Sather
Julie Schlueter
E. Nick and Karen Schmit
Bernie Schmitt*
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Kenneth Schram
Carl Schroeder
Jodi and Lizzie Schwegman

Dr. Judith Scoville
Kathryn Sedo and Scott Beers
Althea M. Sell, in memory of 

William Dean Sell
John and Jana Severtson
Sarah Shapiro
David Shea, in memory of  

Gerry H. Shea
Linda and Tom Sheran
Morris Sherman and  

Marilyn Marker
Jack and Brenda Sielaff
Judy Simmons
James Skakoon
Dr. David and Dr. Vivien Smith
Diana Smith
Dr. James and Joanne Smith
Linda and J. Patrick Smith
James and Melissa Snelson
Beth Snyder-Jones
Ardath Solsrud
Marilyn Dahlen Somdahl
Curtis and Louise Speller
Daleen Stamas
Jon and Roxanne Stender
George and Janet Stevens
Scott and Debbie Stevens
Charles and Paula Streiff
Suzanne Swanson
Kathleen Sweetman and  

Jim Waight
Dr. Gregory T. and  

Jeanette Swenson
Jerry Swenson
Lester and Darlene Swenson
Judith Tarabek
Jean Taylor
Patricia Taylor
Kaimay and Joseph Terry
Dr. Marcia Thoen
Dr. Andrew J. Thomas
Jennifer and David Thomas
Kay A. Thomas and  

James W. Rustad
Jean Thomson
John Toso and Janet Johnshoy
Gerri Toyama
Bennett Trochlil
Eric J. Trosdahl and Larry Loyer
Carol and Lynn Truesdell
Bette Vandersteen
Nick and Linda VanDuzee
Tom Veitch
Marybeth and David Vigeland
John Vilandre
Linda Wadsworth and Bob Downs
Karla K. Wagner
Michael A. Wagner
Bernie* and Jan Wagnild 
John Wald and  

Marianne T. Remedios
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle G. Ward
Keith and Barbara Watschke
Suzanne and Hugh Watson
Richard Weber
Paul Wehling

Stephen and Carey Weiler
Chris and Jill Westermeyer
Tom and Nancy Willette
Lani Willis and Joel Spoonheim
Estelle Winiecki
Ivan and Michelle Winship
Nancy and Greg Winter
Jim Wise and  

Linnea Stromberg-Wise
Peg and Dick* Woellner
Rita Wolf
Nicole and Kirt Woodhouse
Winifred Wu and Robert Lund
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Judy Zaunbrecher
Terry Zickrick
Jeanne and Ron Zirbel

*In Remembrance

These listings are current as of August 14, 
2026. If your name has been inadvertently 
omitted or incorrectly listed, please 
accept our apology and contact the 
Development department at 612-371-
5600 or at support@mnorch.org.

For information on giving at these or  
other levels, please call Bonnie Marshall 
at 612-371-7122 or visit our website at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/waystogive.
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Accelerator Funds

  

The funds below support 
the research, development 
and implementation of new 
projects and initiatives at 
the Minnesota Orchestra 
and allow the Orchestra to 
seize on opportunities that 
will greatly benefit our 
audiences and community.

Artistic Excellence 
Accelerator Fund
Bob and Carolyn Nelson

Digital Enhancement Fund
Catherine R. and  

Steven Webster

Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion Accelerator Fund
Laurie and Ed Greeno, 
Laysha Ward and  

Bill Kiffmeyer, 
Yvonne Cheek and  

Mike Kirkwood,
Denise and Maurice 

Holloman

Major Restricted Funds

  
The major restricted 
funds below are dedicated 
to supporting an array 
of initiatives, artistic 
collaborations, education 
and outreach programs, 
Orchestra musicians, 
and guest artists and 
conductors.

The Bellwether Fund
for Musician Designated 
Initiatives

Nicky Carpenter Fund
for Artistic Collaborations

Charles and Kathy 
Cunningham Fund
for Education and Outreach

Kenneth and  
Betty Jayne Dahlberg Fund
for Minnesota Orchestra 
Musicians

Roberta Mann Foundation 
Fund
for Guest Artists and 
Conductors

Sit Investment Associates
Chair for Education

The Fine Instrument 
Collection of the 
Minnesota Orchestra 

 
Steinway & Sons is the 
official piano of the 
Minnesota Orchestra. 

Andreas Guarnerius  
bass violin 
donated by 
Edward J. Davenport

The Michael Leiter  
Bass Violin Collection 
donated by  
Kenneth N. and  
   Judy Dayton and 
Douglas W. and  
   Louise Leatherdale

Carcassi violin  
donated by Kirke Walker

Lyon & Healy harp 
donated by 
Georgia and Jim Thompson 

Steinway grand piano 
donated by 
Dr. F. Bruce Lewis

Royal Eijsbouts church bells
and orchestral microphones 
and audio processing 
equipment
donated by Gary B. Cohen

SPECIAL FUNDS

2026–27      SPECIAL FUNDS
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Anonymous (44)
Mary Adams
Sally M. Ahlcrona*
Dennis Albrecht
Meredith B. Alden*
Colleen and Dennis Alme*
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Mary Alverson
Donald Amundson
Karen L. Anderson and  

Dr. Karol L. Jensen*
Frances V. Anderson*
Kenneth Gene Anderson*
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Trudi Anderson and  

Joseph Green
Elizabeth S. Andrews*
Mrs. DeWalt Ankeny, Sr.*
John and Dr. Virginia Lupo Ankeny
John and Constance Anthony
Evelyn and Stuart Lane Arey*
Susan and Lloyd Armstrong
Jerry L. Artz
William G. Asp*
Howard B. Atkin, M.D.
Elisabeth M. Ayers-Diemke*
Karen Bachman
Carole and Doug* Baker, Sr.
Edward* and Karen Baker
Julie M. and Douglas M. Baker, Jr.
Rosalyn and Michael Baker*
Mrs. Edward L. Bakewell, Jr.*
Janet Elizabeth Balej
Maria G. Bales
Allen and Andra Barnard
Bernard D. Barton*  

in honor of Doris Barton
Jill and Christine Bartyzal
Sandra and James Bates
Richard S. Bauder*
Paul and Ruth Bauhahn*
Charles Baxter
Atherton and Winifred Bean*
Elinor Watson Bell*
Thomas D. Bell*
Mr. and Mrs. Judson Bemis*
Catherine Joan Benson
Marilyn C. Benson*
Ruth M. and Howard H. Berg*
Paul R. Berndt*
Scott Berry and Kate Johnson
Arlene M. Besemann*
Annie and Jeff Betts
Bruce and Arline Beutel*
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bicknell*
Robert and Rebecca Binder
Janis* and Susan Blumentals
Phillip Bohl and Janet Bartels*

Emily and Charles Boigenzahn
Bob Boldt* 
Karen Bolstad*
Joan Bond*
Penny Bond and Chuck Grimsrud*
Edward H. Borkon*
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Margaret and William Bracken
Robert D. Brendsel*
Dianne Brennan
Larry and Ellen Marie Brentzel
Christopher and Nancy Brewster
Ralph and Mary Brindle
David R. Brink*
Bob and Gail Brinkworth
Cynthia Eddy Britt*
Bob and Carolyn* Brix
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Carol and Michael Bromer
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence K. Bros*
Aaron Brown
Susan J. Bruce*
Dr. Richard Brunning*
Tyrone* and Delia Bujold
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
Katherine* and Michael Busch
James P. Callahan*
Janet Callahan
Bruce and Marsha Campbell
Joan and Gary Capen
Deborah Carlson
June Carlson and  

Katherine Carlson*
Richard and Mari Carlson
Leonard G. and  

Geraldine K. Carpenter*
Tom and Nicky Carpenter*
Richard Casement
Keith and Dona Caswell*
Mark and Robin Caufman
William and Nancy* Child
Judith A. Christensen*
Dr. Nadia Christensen*
Katherine Christoffel*
The Paul Christopherson Family*
Richard M. Cisek*
Dave and Carolyn Cleveland
Dr. and Mrs. John I. Coe*
Barbara Cohen
Robert Collins
Dave Colwell*
Elizabeth Cook*
Diane and Stanley Coombes
James P. Corson*
Michael and Catherine Crane
Alyce Mae Cranston*
Tom* and Ellie Crosby, Jr.
Marion Cross*

Charles and Kathy Cunningham*
Steven J. Curnow
Andrew Czajkowski 
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Ann M. David*
Tom E. Davis
Sharon Davison*
Kenneth N. and Julia W. Dayton*
Cy and Paula DeCosse
John and Sanja DeGarmo
Vi Victoria Deiro*
Laura Delavie
Carol and Charles M. Denny, Jr.*
Merlin* and Barbara Dewing
William C. and Corinne J. Dietrich*
Arline B. Dimond*
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Dixon*
Keith M. and Linda M. Donaldson
Esther B. Donovan*
Ernest F. Dorn*
Edna C. Downing*
Carl B. Drake, Jr.*
Family of Mary Louise Dresser*
Holly Beth Duevel
Mary Beth Eagan
Morris and Marcia Eaton
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Richard Stembler
Jean R. Eckerly*  

in honor of Osmo Vänskä
Sally Economon*
Dr. Hugh and Joyce Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Kent and Katherine Eklund
Dr. E. Duane and  

Marlene* Engstrom
James E. Ericksen*
John J. Erickson
Harry and Nancy Ervin*
Dr. Dan and Marilyn Erwin*
Pamela Étienne-Planche*
William Etter
Emogene Becker Evans*
Tom* and Corrine Feinberg
George A. Ferguson III
Mary Ann Feldman*
Gertrude Hill Ffolliott
Catherine C. Finch*
Birdie and Bob Fischer*
Donna Fiterman*
Mary Goff Fiterman*
Mr.* and Mrs. Henry Flesh
Teena Fletcher*
Matthew* and Marcia Floding
Victoria Fodor
Clifford C. Fortin, Ph.D.*

THE LAUREATE SOCIETY
The Laureate Society recognizes those who have included the  

Minnesota Orchestra in their estate plans.
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Charles and Tanya Foster*
Terrance L. Fox
Clarence G. Frame*
Salvatore S. Franco
Leland and Marles Frankman
Shirley M. Frederick*
Dr. Daniel H. and Carol S. Frenning
Adele A. and Donald E. Garretson*
Michael Gast and  

Joan Christenson
Charles and Joyce Gauck
Regis F. Gaudet*
Leland and Beverly Gehrke
Lois and Larry Gibson*
Emma Gilbert*
Marvin and Randy Gilman*
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Bill and Paula Glade
Barbara E. Glas
Dr. Marvin E. Goldberg*
Dr. Stanley M. and  

Luella G. Goldberg
John and Lynn Goodwyne
Dr. Fred Gordon*
Polly B. Gordon
Steve Gordon and  

Mary “Pat” Gavan-Gordon
Robert and Ellen Green*
Laurie and Ed Greeno
Jane and David Gregerson
Thomas Allen Gregory* and 

Françoise deRochefort 
Thompson

Myrtle C. Grette*
George Grim*
Marjorie* and Joseph Grinnell
N. Bud and Beverly Grossman*
Joel M. Grover
Jane L. Grunklee
Ellen Guerin
Marise Evadne Gustafson*
Michelle Hackett
Evelyn Sonnack Halverson*
William H. Halverson
Antonia Hamilton
Dale Hammerschmidt* and  

Mary Arneson
Ruth Evarts Hanold*
Donald T. Hansen*
Deborah Hanson
Joan Hanson*
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung
Stella J. Hawkinson*
Heidi and Chris Hedberg
John and Jean Hedberg*
Reid and Cheryl Hegland
Roy P. and Barbara L. Heinrich
Kris and David Henderson
John D. Herman
Fredrick J. Hey* and  

Toney Frampton*
Arthur E. Higinbotham
Shelly Hilgers
Karen and John Himle

Walt and Judy Hinck
Leonard and Mary Lou Hoeft*
Susan Jane Fey Hoffe*
Al Hoffman*
Diane and Tony Hofstede
Gertrude Hognander*
Orville C. Hognander, Jr.*
Nancy J. Holland*
Cara Gould Holmberg and  

David Holmberg
Karen Lundmark Holmes
Spencer and Nancy* Holmes
Deborah L. Hopp
Norma L. Hovden*
Bradley A. Hoyt
Kenneth Huber and  

Stephen Jon Hamilton
Bill Huebsch and Mark Hakomaki
Hella Mears Hueg*
David and Wonhi Hurd
David and Sally Hyslop
Elizabeth J. Indihar*
Andrea and Gary* Iseminger
Brian E. Jacobs
Dale and Cathryn Jacobson
Janice Jacobson*
Sherry H. James* and  

James B. Preus*
Truman* and Leila Jeffers
Mrs. Blair Jenness*
Charlie Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Einar O. Johnson*
Dr. and Mrs. Frank E. Johnson*
Gregory and Mary Johnson
Gustave F. Johnson*
Jerry Johnson and Larry Montan
Klara Johnson*
Lori Johnson and James MacKay
Margaret L. Johnson
Marshall and Barbara Johnson
Mary and Ray Johnson*
Paul C. Johnson, Jr.*
Suzanne M. Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Inky Johnstone*
Charmaine H. Jones
Gail M. Jones*
Lorna Jones*
Barbara A. Jordan
Charles R. and Sally B. Jorgensen*
Kathy* and John Junek
Richard Y. Kain
Drs. Scott and Julie Kammer
Dr. Markle and Charlotte Karlen*
Jeannine and Bill Karnes*
Laurie E. Karnes
David and Barbara Kearn
Mary Keithahn*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Keller*
Kearnan Kelly
Warren and Patty Kelly
David Keyes
Robin Keyworth and Steven Haasl
Jon N. Kietzer
Pamela Kildahl
Jonathon E. and Linda V. Killmer

Margaret L. Kilroe*
Pam and Dan Kjellman
Bernice L. Klask*
Kathryn Klibanoff and  

Jeremy Edes Pierotti
Jannette C. Koenen*
Michael and Harriette Krasnoff
George and Louise Krause
Nita Krevans
Rachel Krevans*
Felice and Mervin Kronfeld*
Judith Krow and  

David MacMillan*
Lindsay J. Kruh
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and  

Mike Walsh
Harold P. and Grace A. Kurtz
Claude and Lorraine Lammers*
Kirk and Jane Landman
Anne Walker Langaard
Connie and Bruce Langager
Carol A. Larson
Dianne Plunkett Latham and 

Daniel W. Latham*
Rianne L. Leaf
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale
David R. and Darlene A. Lee
Charlotte Lehman*
Stefanie Ann Lenway and  

Thomas Murtha
Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Tom and Rhoda Lewin*
Dr. F. Bruce Lewis*
Jon and Lisa Merklin Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Ward B. Lewis*
John and Nancy Lindahl
Clarkson* and Nancy Lindley
Barbara S. Longfellow*
Dawn M. Loven
Weiming and Caroline Lu*
Dr. Charles H. Luedtke
Wendy Lukaszewski
Patricia Lund*
Dennis Lundgren and  

Dale Simpson
Roger and Marcy Lundquist
Linda and Warren Mack
Christopher S. MacLennan
Kimberley A. MacLennan
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Patrick and Angela Mahoney
Richard Maier
Anita Makar*
Fred and Karen Malver*
Mary and Brenda
Dr. Donald S. Masler*
Jane Dickey Matson
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Mauszycki
Sue McAllister
Candace L. McClenahan
Katie McCurry*
Martha L. McCusker and  

Stephen K. Shuman
Mildred E. McGonagle*
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Dan* and Pam McGowan
Mary Ann McGuire
Ann Marie McIntire
Anne McKinsey
Mary Earl McKinsey*
Harriet and Bill* Mears
Roberta Megard*
Betsy and Roger Mehl
Tom Melchior
Marlys and Robert Melius
Paul Mellblom and Peter Farstad
Margaret and Walter Meyers*
William C. Michaelis
Marlys Joan Michels*
Anne W. and Eldon C.* Miller
Evelyn Miller*
Rudolph W. and Gladys D. Miller*
Mike and Carol Milligan
Charles L. Mitchell*
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Beverly Montgomery
Carol C. Moore
Gerald F.* and Joyce G. Moran
Kristina K. Morden
Judy Morgan
Margaret Morris*
Jean Morrison
Cathy and John Muggee
Betty Myers*
James Nastoff
Art and Jan Nelson
Dr. Glen D. Nelson* and  

Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Marybeth Nelson
Paul and Terry Nelson
Rodney L. Nelson
Frederic D. Nemer, M.D.
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
Mabeth Neslund*
Ann Newhall* and  

Richard Schleuss
Brian and Angela Newhouse
Richard and Joan Newmark
Lois Nickles*
Frances Norbeck*
Scott and Sandy Nygaard
Margaret O’Connor*
Elinor K. Ogden*
Kathleen and Michael O’Keefe
Dale and Nancy Olseth*
Marc Ondrechen and  

Shelly Rae Linnell
Gregory W. Onstad
Marsha and Warren Oskey
Bea Ourada
Marjorie G. Owen
Ruth Palmer and Lorelee 

Wederstrom
Anita M. Pampusch, Ph.D., and 

Frank J. Indihar, M.D.*
Louise M. Pardee*
Gordon C. and Harriet D. Paske*
Terry and Mary Patton
Donna L. Pauley*

Robert and Ruth Paulson*
Ruby Pediangco and  

Matt Shumway
Cora E. Peffer*
George T. and Jevne H. Pennock*
Susan J. Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Peter*
Lois Petersen
Alice L. Peterson
Carol A. Peterson
Robert G. Peterson*
Doug Petty
Kay Pickett
Corinne Griffith Pillsbury*
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Pillsbury, Jr.*
Bruce and Kathleen* Pohlig
Ivan M. Policoff*
John C. Pollak*
David and Gaylene Poretti
Phyllis and Bob Porter
Jonathan and Mary C. Preus
David Price
Brian G. Prokosch and  

Trish Huberty Prokosch
Nancy and James Proman
Rudolph A. Ptak*
Marilyn Pyle
Mike and Courtney Ramirez
Judith and David Ranheim
William and Betty Reber*
Ruth W. Redhead*
Elizabeth Reese-Marton*
Gail Reich and David Holter
Judy and Mike Ricart
Patricia S. Ringer*
Mr.* and Mrs. Walter M. Ringer, Jr.
Alison E. Roberts
Zachariah Roberts and  

Maia Lapic
Karen E. Robinson
Mrs. John S. Roller*
Kathy and Patrick Romey
Peter Romig
John and Dorothy Roos*
Bob and Becky Rorke
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Kathy Ross
Berneen Rose Rudolph
Dale M. Rundell*
John M. and T. Eileen Russell*
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Ronald K. and Carol B. Rydell
Marilyn McGandy Ryerse and 

William Ryerse*
Warren R. Sagstuen
W. B. Saunders*
Jo Ellen and H.L. Saylor
Trevor Schaeffer
L. Joseph Schermann
Frederick (Fritz) Constans 

Scheurer* Memorial,  
Associate Principal Bass

Karl Scheurer* Memorial, 
Concertmaster

Paul H. Schmitt*
Deborah and Allan Schneider

Bob and Shirley Schon*
Bob* and Linda Schreiner
Russell G. Schroedl*
Thomas James Schuster*
Mendon F. Schutt Family*
Kay Schwebke and  

Marcia Meredith
Margaret J. Schweizer*
Dale and Kay Schwie
Regis and Ruth Seidenstricker*
Miriam Seim*
Jules Selcer*
Michael and Julie Serber
Jeanne L. Shank*
Laura* and Mike Shannon
Gale Sharpe
David M. Shea
Ruth M. Shipley*
John and Rebecca Shockley
Mariana and Craig Shulstad
Dr. Richard and Jean* Simmons
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
David and Dana Siskind
James Skakoon
Maryellen Skan and Peter W. Thiel
Margaret H. Skoglund*
Nicholas and  

Angela Skrowaczewski
Lee and Mary Slater*
Nancy Slaughter*
Holly Slocum
Arthur J. Smith* and  

Marcia L. Thoen
Clayton Smith
Jacqueline Smith
Joan T. Smith*
Mary L. Smith
The Soeffker Trust
Frank J. Sorauf*
Larry and Glenora Souther
Dr. Jennine and Jack* Speier
William and Renate Sperber
Jean and Robert* Spong
Dee and Gordon Sprenger
Richard and Carol Stahl
Dennis Stanton
Loring M. Staples*
Norm* and Norma Steck
Lois Steer and Larry Peterson
Betty Kay and George* Stein
David and Gwen Steinmeyer
Dr. Norman and Betsy Sterrie*
Julie Stewart
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Holly Streekstra
Ruth Stryker-Gordon*
Betty J. Sullivan*
James L.* and June A. Swartz
Rebecca and Glenn Taibl
Robert S. Takaichi*
Bruce R. Taylor* and  

Dennis M. Carey*
John J. Taylor
Barbara J. Telander

ESTATE GIFTS      2026–27

MO_Donors_Sept-2026.indd   72MO_Donors_Sept-2026.indd   72 9/2/26   11:24 AM9/2/26   11:24 AM



73

When you include the Minnesota Orchestra 
in your estate plan, you become a member 
of the Laureate Society—and our Laureate 
family. Regular benefits include:

  Invitation to the Ken and Judy 
Dayton Annual Laureate Society Luncheon 
with Minnesota Orchestra musicians

  Backstage tour of Orchestra Hall

  Complimentary refreshments at 
intermission during classical subscription 
season concerts

  Recognition as Laureate Society 
members in publications such as Showcase

  Communications about Minnesota 
Orchestra news and special updates

 VIP ticket services for Laureate 
members who also donate to the Guaranty 
Fund at the Maestro’s Circle level

If you have included the Minnesota 
Orchestra in your estate plan, please let us 
know so we can thank you and recognize 
you personally for your generosity. We will 
respect your wishes to remain anonymous 
if you so choose.

If you would like more information 
about planned giving, please contact 
Emily Boigenzahn at 612-371-7138 or 
eboigenzahn@mnorch.org.

Plan for the future,
Enjoy the benefits today

THE LAUREATE SOCIETY

Kaimay and Joseph Terry
E. Scott Thatcher*
Paul Rexford Thatcher, Sr.*
Anthony Thein
Joe and Lisa Thiegs
Charles L. Thiesenhusen, M.D.
Gregory J. Thomas and  

Carol M. Downie
Daniel and Trudy Thompson
Jean Thomson
Barbara N. Thorkelson
Timothy J. Thorson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
George and Marian Toren*
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Trautman
Rachel Trockman, M.D. and 

Mitchell Trockman
John and Marcia Turcotte*
Janice* and David Tweet
Thyrza Tyrrell*
June and Vern Vendel*
Paula Vesely
Linda Wadsworth and  

Bob Downs
Angeline L. Walker*
Arnold and Helen Rice Walker*
Kirke W. and Ann Walker*
Mary Frances Walker
Gregory Wallin
Maxine H. Wallin*
Jack and Connie Wallinga*
William K. Wangensteen
Marcia Wattson
Lowell and Carol Weber*
Catherine Roessler Webster and 

Steven Webster
Donald Weesner*
Harvey R. Weesner*
Peter B. Weidner
Dick* and Kathy Welander
Drs. George and Marion Welton*
Richard* and Carole Wiederhorn
John and Trudy Wilgers
David B. Williamson
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
Douglas Winn and Susan Moore
John and Renata Winsor*
Laurel and Frank H.* Winsor
Elizabeth M. Winston*
Gerald D. (Jay) Woldt*
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Margie and Woody Woodhouse*
Dale and Sandra Wucher
Mark W. Ylvisaker
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Leah Yotter
Aks and Sri Zaheer
Mr. and Mrs. Louis N. Zelle*
Steven and Rita Zellmer*
Joseph A.* and Elizabeth F. Zetah

*In Remembrance

If you would like information about 
planned giving, please contact  
Emily Boigenzahn at 612-371-7138 or 
eboigenzahn@mnorch.org.
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CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS  
AND PUBLIC SUPPORT

The Minnesota Orchestra is grateful to the forward-thinking businesses and 
foundations that value the role of the arts in making our community strong and 
vibrant. Their generous support fuels dazzling musical experiences that enrich, 
inspire and serve people throughout Minnesota, across the country and around 

the world. To find out more about how your organization can play a part, 
contact David Afdahl at 612-371-7126 or dafdahl@mnorch.org.

This activity is made 
possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through 
a Minnesota State Arts 
Board Operating Support 
grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation 
from the arts and cultural 
heritage fund.

$250,000 AND ABOVE

Classical Season Sponsor

$100,000–$249,999

$50,000–$99,999
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Andrews-Hunt Fund  
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Barbro Osher Pro Suecia 
Foundation

Carlson Family Foundation
Ecolab 
Faegre Drinker and  

Faegre Drinker Foundation

Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron
Fredrikson & Byron 

Foundation
George Family Foundation
The Hubbard Broadcasting 

Foundation
Marie H. Ankeny Legacy Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

National Endowment  
for the Arts

Northern Trust
The Pentair Foundation
PNC Bank
Robins Kaplan LLP
U.S. Bank
U.S. Bank Foundation

$20,000–$49,999

$1,000–$4,999
Cookie Cart
Dellwood Foundation
Felice E. Kronfeld Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

George Family Foundation
Minnesota Vikings
Onan Family Foundation

Rodgers Classic Organs – 
Peggy Dahl-Bartunek

$5,000–$9,999
Boss Foundation
CBIZ Employee Benefits
Charlson Foundation
Clinton Morrison Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Elizabeth C. Quinlan 
Foundation

Legacy Printing & Signs

Margaret H. & James E. 
Kelley Foundation, Inc.

Margaret Rivers Fund
Mayo Clinic
The Midwest Radiology 

Foundation
Mortenson Family 

Foundation
SandCastle Foundation

Tennant Foundation
TeraOpenScience
John W. and Marcia T. 

Turcotte Fund of the 
Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

$10,000–$19,999
3M
Anna M. Heilmaier  

Charitable Foundation
Ballard Spahr LLP
Beaverdale Foundation
Carlson Companies
Charlson Foundation
Cozen O’Connor
The Dorsey & Whitney 

Foundation

Engage Print
EY
Faribault Mill
Hoeft Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Jones Day
KNOCK, inc.
Kowalski’s Markets
KPMG

M.A. Mortenson Company
Minneapolis Foundation
Okabena Investment 

Services
Stinson
Watermark Title
William H. Phipps Foundation
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May 2–9, 2027
onboard
amawaterways’
amamagna

STARRING

PAULO
SZOT

Tony Award® Winner

CHRISTINE
EBERSOLE

Tony Award® Winner

JOHN 
ELLISON CONLEE
Tony Award® Nominee

CELIA
KEENAN-BOLGER
Tony Award® Winner

STEVEN
PASQUALE

Drama Desk Nominee

PHILLIPA
SOO

Tony Award® Nominee
Talent subject to change.

PB.DANUBE.2.Digest.Spread.HR.CMYK.08.03.26.indd   All Pages 8/3/26   10:34 AM



Playbill Travel has fully chartered AmaWaterways’ 
luxurious AmaMagna for our return to the upper 
Danube River. Following in the footsteps of 
our sold-out journey in 2017, we travel to the 
gorgeous locations of Bratislava, Vienna, Spitz, 
Linz and Passau. We will begin our journey in 
historic Budapest, Hungary and end in Vilshofen, 
Germany.

A cruise on the Danube River is the perfect chance 
to soak up the awe-inspiring architecture and 
breathtaking landscapes, with a great balance 
of adventure and relaxation, especially for our 
culturally curious travelers.

As with each Playbill Travel cruise, you will be surrounded by fellow theatre-lovers as you enjoy 
nightly cabaret concerts from our dazzling roster of Broadway’s brightest stars.

Join us for what promises to be one of the most beautiful and memorable Playbill Travel 
adventures ever.  

For more information visit PLAYBILLTRAVEL.COM.

To Reserve Your Cabin call
PLAYBILL TRAVEL at 866.455.6789
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612.377.2224 / guthrietheater.org

See a show this fall!

by JOHN KANI  
directed by 
RUBEN SANTIAGO-HUDSON

Oct 10 – Nov 8

A powerful story 
of connection

by SAMUEL BECKETT
directed by JOSEPH HAJ

Sept 12 – Oct 11

A profound exploration of humanity

The Guthrie Theater presents 
the Octopus Theatricals production of

Jimmy
Kieffer

ESTRAGON

David 
Strathairn 
VLADIMIR

William 
Sturdivant 

POZZO

Jim 
Lichtscheidl 

LUCKY

J. Antonio 
Teodoro 

A BOY 
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