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A MASTERPIECE, MOVE-IN READY
UNIT #302

2,950 SQ FT — $2,500,000
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BUILD TO SUIT

6th FLOOR — 3 OPTIONS:
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ABOUT THE COVER: Audience members enjoying the ambiance outside Orchestra Hall during the January 
2026 Nordic Soundscapes Festival. Photo: Darrell Owens.
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GRANT MEACHUM 
Director of Productions and 
Engagement
JOINED STAFF: 2015

OUR PICKS
How to Train Your Dragon 
NOV 28–29
Cressida Cowell’s How to Train Your Dragon book 
series is a wonderful, giggly read for elementary-
schoolers. Although the animated movie departs 
a bit from the plot of the books, it maintains 
every ounce of heart and humor. John Powell’s 
delightful Celtic-tinged score drops you into the 
middle of a thrilling dragon attack and doesn’t 
let up from there. I hope you’ll get to hear our 
amazing Minnesota Orchestra take you along on 
this ride over Thanksgiving weekend!
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INFORMATION      

TICKET SALES
minnesotaorchestra.org | 612-371-5656  
tickets@mnorch.org

GENERAL INFORMATION
1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55403 
612-371-5600 | info@mnorch.org

Late-comers will be seated at appropriate 
times by ushers.

Children ages 6 and over are welcome 
at all concerts when accompanied by 
an adult. Family events are open to all 
ages. Free tickets are available for young 
listeners to select concerts through 
Hall Pass; visit mnorch.org/hallpass.

Cough drops are available; ask an usher.

Restrooms are located on all levels. 
Family/gender neutral bathroom is 
on east side, Balcony B.

Coat storage is available in the free 
lockers just outside the rear doors of 
the Auditorium.

LOST AND FOUND
Ask an usher or call 612-371-5626.

CAMERAS AND RECORDINGS
Prohibited during the concert. Please 
silence all electronic devices.

ACCESSIBILITY AND HEARING 
ENHANCEMENT SYSTEM
Visit Audience Services near the 
Marquette Ave. entrance for hearing 
enhancement, noise-cancelling 
headphones, large print programs and 
accessible seating options, including 
a bariatric chair. Talk with us about 
special requests, and we’ll help.

FIRST AID AND SECURITY
Emergency medical technicians and 
security personnel are present at every 
Orchestra Hall event. Please ask any 
usher for assistance. Our trained staff  
have procedures in place for emergency 
situations. 

MINNORCH APP AND SOCIAL MEDIA
Download our free app from 
the App Store or Google Play. 
Access your tickets, pre-order 
beverages upon arrival and 
receive special discounts. 

Follow the Orchestra on Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube and TikTok. 

ADVERTISE IN SHOWCASE
Contact Marilyn A. Miller at 952-942-7355 
or mnplaybill@aol.com. 

®

 PLAYBILL® is published by PLAYBILL Incorporated, 729 Seventh Avenue, 4th Floor, New York, NY 10019 Copyright 2026 by PLAYBILL Incorporated. 
All Rights Reserved. PLAYBILL® is a Registered Trademark of PLAYBILL Incorporated.

President & CEO: Philip S. Birsh
Chief Financial Offi cer: Shamindra Jagnanan

 Chief Operating Offi cer & SVP: Alex Birsh
 Director of Manufacturing: Robert Cusanelli
 Executive Assistant to CEO and COO: Dalconerys Reyes

Managing Editor, Classic Arts: Stephen Vrattos
Art Director: Kesler Thibert

Production Manager: Jenna Perrino
Prepress Manager: Sean Kenny
Prepress Specialist: Benjamin Hyacinthe

 Creative Services Manager: Dean Greer
Managing Program Editor: Matt Bonanno

Program Editors:  Amy Asch
  Silvia Figueroa
  Scott Hale
  Dave Porello
  Khadijah Rentas

  

 Publisher: Jolie Scha� zin
Vice President of Sales: Joshua Stone
Senior Revenue Offi cer: Glenn Shaevitz

 Head of Sales for Theatrical: Nicholas Foster
National Sales Director, Restaurant Advertising: Clara Barragán

 Advertising Sales Associate: Katie Clooney-Gainey
  Franchesca Reese
 Sales and Marketing Specialist: Chris Kate� 

Advertising Sales
 729 Seventh Avenue, 4th Floor 
 New York, NY 10019  212-557-5757

 Chairman: Philip S. Birsh
 Editor in Chief Emeritus: Joan Alleman
 Secretary/Treasurer: Shamindra Jagnanan

2 - Info_Masthead.indd   42 - Info_Masthead.indd   4 10/7/26   4:44 PM10/7/26   4:44 PM



RENTAL • SALES • ACCESSORIES

WWW.ALLSTRINGSATTACHED.COM

GOLDEN VALLEY & STILLWATER

10% OFF SALES
CASES & BOWS

  

        

Trunk Show
November 20-21



ROSTER      MINNESOTA ORCHESTRAL ASSOCIATION

      SHOWCASE NOVEMBER 20264

William P. Miller* 
	 Chair

Nancy E. Lindahl* 
	 Immediate Past Chair

Barbara Gold, M.D.* 
	 Vice Chair

Jerome D. Hamilton, Jr.* 
	 Vice Chair

Lloyd Kepple* 
	 Vice Chair

Allen Lenzmeier* 
	 Vice Chair

Martin R. Lueck* 
	 Vice Chair

Patrick G. Mahoney* 
	 Vice Chair

Leni Moore* 
	 Vice Chair

Angela S. Pennington* 
	 Vice Chair

Luella G. Goldberg* 
	 Officer At-Large

Joseph T. Green* 
	 Officer At-Large

Marilyn Carlson Nelson* 
	 Officer At-Large

Mary G. Lawrence, M.D.* 
	 Secretary

Mark D. Copman* 
	 Treasurer

Isaac Thompson*+ 
	 President and CEO

OFFICERS

LIFE DIRECTORS

DIRECTORS EMERITI

DIRECTORS
Jeannine Befidi
Annie Betts
Theresa Bevilacqua
Amy J. Braford Whittey
Shamayne Braman
Barbara Burwell
Roma Calatayud-Stocks, 
   MSW*
Yvonne Cheek, Ph.D.
Stephanie Childs
John W. Dayton
Adam Duininck
Jonathan Eisenberg*
Michael Elliott
Betsy Frost
Karen Grandstrand
Laurie Hodder Greeno
Thomas Herr
Karen Himle
Diane Hofstede+
   President, FRIENDS of  
   the Minnesota Orchestra

Jay V. Ihlenfeld, Ph.D.*
Philip Isaacson
John Junek
Michael J. Klingensmith
Eric D. Levinson
Michael Maeser
Lindsey Main
Kelly McQueen
Kita McVay 
Linda D. Murrell
Thomas Newton
Cindy Olmanson
Lisa Paradis
Akshay R. Rao 
Karla Robertson
Kamas Rooney
Abigail Rose 
Lauren W. Routhier
Clay Rudolph
Breia Schleuss
Katie Simpson
Eric J. Snustad

Mimi Stake
Julie Howe Stewart
Walter Tambor
Marcia Thoen, Ph.D.+
   President, YPSCA
Benhong Rosaline Tsai, 
   Ph.D.*
Robert E. Tunheim
Patrick Warfield, Ph.D.*
James Watkins, Jr.
Catherine R. Webster
John Wilgers*
Aks Zaheer, Ph.D.

* Member of  
   Executive Committee
+ Ex-Officio

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Margaret A. Bracken 
Luella G. Goldberg*
Paul D. Grangaard

Joseph T. Green*
Nancy E. Lindahl*
Warren E. Mack

Anne W. Miller*
Marilyn Carlson Nelson*
Gordon M. Sprenger

Karen Baker
Mari Carlson

Andrew Czajkowski
Jack W. Eugster

Jane P. Gregerson
Harvey B. Mackay

11-November 2026 MO Roster.indd   211-November 2026 MO Roster.indd   2 10/7/26   3:09 PM10/7/26   3:09 PM



December 12-20, 2026 
at the State Theatre

“The gold standard of 
‘Nutcrackers’ in Minnesota.”

                                        – Star Tribune

Photo: Sarah Dovolos

For tickets, visit
Ticketmaster.com 

December 12-20, 2026 
at the State Theatre

                                        – Star Tribune

For tickets, visit
Ticketmaster.com 

62nd ANNUAL

A DANCER’S PLACE PRODUCTIONS

with the Nutcracker Orchestra
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952.934.1525
ChanhassenDT.comChanhassenDT.comChanhassenDT.com

ASK ABOUT MATINEES!ASK ABOUT MATINEES!

THE HOLIDAYS ATTHE HOLIDAYS AT
CHANHASSEN!

KAT PERKINS’ 
NORTH COUNTRY CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMASING WITH YOU - 

GINGER COMMODORE & FRIENDS 
BLACK “CO-MINGL” NATIVITY

CELTIC HOLIDAY HOOLEY
AND MORE!
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Leaping lizards, Annie is spectacular!
– New York Times

HOLIDAY CONCERT SERIES

ON THE MAIN STAGE

GIVE THE GIFT OF ENTERTAINMENTGIVE THE GIFT OF ENTERTAINMENT

Available in any amount and good forever!

“DASHING THROUGH THE SNOWPLOWS”
COMEDY IMPROV WITH A HOLIDAY TWIST!

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
MATINEES & EVENINGS

ADDED SPECIAL SHOWS!
Check website for full lineup!

Minneapolis

King of Kings Lutheran Church, Woodbury 
Rodgers Infinity 489 four-manual organ 

with six ranks of Fratelli Ruffatti pipes 

Proud to provide a Rodgers Infinity 
Organ to the Minnesota Orchestra  

Peggy Dahl-Bartunek 
www.rodgersclassicorgans.com 

La Grande Bande 
presents

More info and tickets at www.lagrandebande.org
Use discount MNOrch2627 to save 10%

A French Baroque Christmas
with The Norseland  Youth Choir

“A Christmas tradition centuries in the making”
Dec 12 | Transfiguration Catholic Church, Oakdale

7:10pm | Organ Prelude 
7:30pm | Concert Performance

Music from New France
“From Battlefields to Bourbon Street”

Nov 14 | Holy Cross Catholic Church, Mpls
6:45pm | Pre-concert talk 

7:30pm | Concert Performance
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	 Grace B. Dayton Chair*
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BASS CLARINET
Timothy Zavadil
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Associate Principal
Marjorie F. and  
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	 Principal
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Jaclyn Rainey
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Charles Lazarus
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Andrew Chappell
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Robert Machray Ward 

	 Chair*
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Erich Rieppel
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Dimitri Mitropoulos  
	 Chair*
Jason Arkis
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Markell C. Brooks Chair*

LIBRARIANS
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	 Principal
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	 Associate Principal
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TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Joel Mooney

STAGE MANAGERS
Don Hughes
Matthew Winiecki

LIGHTING DIRECTOR
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HEAD AUDIO ENGINEER
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+ On leave
* Chair endowed in perpetuity

Many string players participate 
in a voluntary system of 
revolving seating. Section string 
players are listed in alphabetical 
order.

Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/
aroundtown for details on 
Minnesota Orchestra musician 
performances beyond Orchestra 
Hall.
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presents a brilliant  
new collection of 300 

reviews, articles, and more 
by Michael Steinberg, 

noted musicologist, 
as well as program 

annotator and lecturer for 
the Minnesota Orchestra 

during his wife 
Jorja Fleezanis’ tenure as concertmaster.

The Michael Steinberg & 
Jorja Fleezanis Fund 

in collaboration with Oxford University Press  

This is, quite simply, 
some of the best writing 

on music in the English language.
Jan Swafford, prizewinning biographer  

of Beethoven, Brahms, and Mozart

Available at the Minnesota Orchestra Lobby Store 
or SteinbergFleezanisFund.org

Jorja Fleezanis’ tenure as concertmaster.

 with Oxford University Press  
A first-ever compilation of more than 
300 concert reviews, feature articles, 
and more by Michael Steinberg from 
his dozen years as classical music 
critic of the Boston Globe.

AVAILABLE AT THE SYMPHONY SHOP.

This is, quite simply, some of the best writing on 
music in the English language. — Jan Swafford, 
prizewinning biographer of Beethoven, Brahms, 
and Mozart

Steinberg’s prose endures as a bracing reminder 
of the critic’s highest calling: defending the 
music, advocating for artistic integrity, and 
making palpable the beauty and bounty of the 
art form itself. A timely and essential collection. 
— Jeremy Eichler, former chief classical music 
critic of the Boston Globe

New this month from Oxford University Press!

New from Oxford University Press —
A first-ever compilation of over  
300 concert reviews, feature articles, 
interviews, and more.

AVAILABLE AT THE SYMPHONY SHOP

Steinberg’s prose endures as a bracing reminder 
of the critic’s highest calling: defending the music, 
advocating for artistic integrity, and making 
palpable the beauty and bounty of the art form 
itself. — Jeremy Eichler, former chief classical music 
critic of the Boston Globe

Michael Steinberg at the Boston Globe 1964 -1976

Quite simply, some of the best writing on  
music in the English language. — Jan Swafford, 
prizewinning biographer of Beethoven, Brahms,  
and Mozart

And join us for the Steinberg Fleezanis Fund premiere, June 6, 2027!

Jorja Fleezanis’ tenure as concertmaster.

This is, quite simply, 
some of the best writing 

on music in the English language.

A perfect 

holiday gift 

for the music 

affi  cianado in 

your life!

1201 MARQUETTE AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 150      MINNEAPOLIS, MN  55403

800.279.4323      612.375.0708      
GIVENSVIOLINS.COM
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Sheri Notaro
	 Vice President of  
	 People and Culture
Leslie Schroeder
	 Benefits and Payroll Manager
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1129 S Washington Ave, Mpls
(612) 223-8934  |  millysmpls.com
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YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD WINE BAR

GINGERBREAD 
WONDERLAND 2026 IS 

JUST A PAGE-TURN AWAY, 
GET YOUR APRONS AND 
ROLLING PINS READY! 

TRUNK TALES, 
FAMILY HISTORY, 

EXPLORE NORWAY, 
CONNECT TO NORWAY, 

TROLL TUNNEL, AND SO 
MUCH MORE TO EXPLORE!

www.norwayhouse.org/ 
gingerbread-wonderland 

www.norwayhouse.org/ 
saga-center 

NOV 21 - JAN 7

SAGA CENTER
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913 E FRANKLIN, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55404

www.norwayhouse.org/ www.norwayhouse.org/ 

December 12 at 7:30pm
Featuring Gloria by John Rutter and other
festive gems
Audience participation is required!

Cathedral Choir, Choral Society, and Orchestra
directed by Raymond Johnston

Tickets available online or at the door
$25 (13 and older)

Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
519 Oak Grove Street
Minneapolis, MN 55403
ourcathedral.org

A Great British
Christmas

Saint Mark’s Cathedral Music Series
Presents

B
Presents

BA Great British
Christmas
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  Danish conductor Thomas 
Søndergård, now in his fourth season 
as music director of the Minnesota 
Orchestra, is a highly regarded 
conductor in both the orchestral 
and opera spheres. He has earned a 
reputation for incisive interpretations 
of works by composers from his native 
Denmark, a great versatility in a broad 
range of repertoire, and a collaborative 
approach with the musicians he leads.

Søndergård first conducted the 
Minnesota Orchestra in December 
2021, establishing an immediate 
rapport with musicians and audiences. 
Highlights of his 2026–27 season 
here will include Sound Unbound 
performances of Puccini’s Tosca 
and a festival of music from Nordic 
countries. The Orchestra’s first album 
with him, released by Pentatone, 
features works of Adès including the 
Violin Concerto with Leila Josefowicz, 
while a forthcoming album will 
include two Prokofiev symphonies.

Søndergård is in his final season as 
music director of the Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra (RSNO), after 
which he will become music director 
emeritus. He previously served as 
principal conductor and musical 
advisor to the Norwegian Radio 
Orchestra and then as principal 
conductor of the BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales (BBC NOW). As 
a guest conductor he has led major 
European and North American 
orchestras including the Berlin 
Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony, 
Gewandhaus Orchestra, London 

Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic 
and New York Philharmonic. This 
season, in addition to a full slate of 
RSNO concerts at home and on a 
European tour, he appears as guest 
conductor with the Gürzenich-
Orchestra Cologne, Royal Danish Opera 
and City of Birmingham Symphony.

Søndergård began his music career 
as a timpanist, joining the Royal 
Danish Orchestra after graduating 
from the Royal Danish Academy of 
Music. He made his conducting debut 
in 2005, leading the Royal Danish 
Opera in the premiere of Ruders’ 
Kafka’s Trial to wide acclaim; he 
has returned subsequently many 
times to the Royal Danish Opera. His 
discography includes Vilde Frang’s 
debut recording of violin concertos 
by Sibelius and Prokofiev with the 
WDR Symphony Orchestra Cologne; 
numerous works by Poul Ruders; the 
Lutosławski and Dutilleux concertos 
with cellist Johannes Moser and the 
Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra; 
Sibelius works with BBC NOW; and 
Prokofiev and Strauss works with  
the RSNO.

For more information, visit 
minnesotaorchestra.org.
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Westminster 
Presbyterian Church
12th & Nicollet Mall

Free parking available in the ramp 
located off Alice Rainville Place, 
between Nicollet and Marquette

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church is proud to be part of 
the vibrant community of music, 
arts, learning, and service in 
downtown Minneapolis. Just a 
block away, Westminster offers 
concerts and arts programming, 
opportunities for learning and 
connection for all ages, and 
a deep commitment to social 
justice and the common good.
Join us for worship on Sundays 
at 8:30 or 10:30 a.m. or for one of 
our many other events.
Learn more: westminstermpls.org

Photo by Tom Northenscold
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Minnesota Orchestra musicians, 
staff and Board members spent a day 
away from Orchestra Hall during 
the 2026–27 Season Opening week in 
September, participating in a volunteer 
Day of Service with the Minneapolis 
Downtown Improvement District (DID). 
DID Ambassadors, who patrol 120 
blocks of downtown year-round, are 
charged with keeping the city’s core 
clean, green and safe—and now 60 
participants from the Orchestra have a 
better sense of what that work entails. 

Some volunteers from the Orchestra 
worked at the DID Operations Center on 
Third Avenue, creating snack packets for 
DID outreach teams to use in their work 
with people experiencing homelessness. 

Other volunteers fanned out to beautify downtown Minneapolis by picking 
up litter and removing graffiti alongside DID Ambassadors. 

“It was amazing to 
learn more about the 
professionalism and 
compassion of Minneapolis’ 
DID Ambassadors by 
working next to them for 
a day,” says Minnesota 
Orchestra President and 
CEO Isaac Thompson. “I 
think we came away with 
tremendous respect for the 
important work that they 
do, and even more pride to 
be part of the downtown 
community.”

For more information on 
volunteering with DID,  
visit mplsdid.com.

A DOWNTOWN DAY OF SERVICE
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A group of volunteers from the Orchestra posing 
in front of the Prince mural near First Avenue and 
Target Center.

Music Director Thomas Søndergård 
making snack packets for distribution 
to people experiencing homelessness.
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BACH SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA
Tickets at bachsocietymn.org

Candlelight Concerts
With countertenor Jay Carter
Saturday, Jan 30 - 5:00 PM
Bethlehem Lutheran, Minneapolis

Sunday, Jan 31 - 5:00 PM
Bethlehem Lutheran, Minnetonka

Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
Friday, Dec 4 - 7:30 PM
St. Thomas More Catholic Church, St. Paul

Saturday, Dec 5 - 4:00 PM
Westwood Lutheran Church, St. Louis Park
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SAVE THE DATE: SYMPHONY BALL 2027

  “Igor Stravinsky’s complete, 
original 1910 music for the ballet, 
‘The Firebird,’ was well played, full 
of finely sculpted ensemble work. 
And the video design of England’s 
Tal Rosner proved a fine complement 
to the music, subtly touching upon 
elements of the ballet but never 
making you feel as if you needed 
to know the story to appreciate the 
performance....Captivating solos burst 
forth throughout the work, principal 
French horn Jaclyn Rainey repeatedly 
hypnotizing with her beautiful tone 
while each section leader in the 
woodwinds brought brilliant colors to 
their slice of the story.”

—Rob Hubbard,  
The Minnesota Star Tribune,  

September 26, 2026

“Violinist Stefan Jackiw makes for 
a dazzling guest with the Minnesota 
Orchestra this weekend, playing 
a Mozart concerto with loving 
dexterity and spirited vigor....Led 
by Thomas Søndergård, the concert 
showcases the ensemble’s range 
of subtle and grandiose stylings....
[T]he orchestra concluded with a 
snappy rendition of Nikolai Rimsky-
Korsakov’s ‘Flight of the Bumblebee,’ 
in honor of the new mural that artist 
Rock ‘CYFI’ Martinez is painting 
outside Orchestra Hall.”

—Sheila Regan,  
Pioneer Press,  

October 1, 2026

CRITICS’ CORNER: RECENT CONCERT REVIEWS

  In recent years, the 
Minnesota Orchestra’s annual 
Symphony Ball gala fundraiser 
has taken attendees on musical 
journeys down the Mississippi 
River and into the worlds of jazz, 
magic and the circus. The 2027 
Symphony Ball is aiming even 
higher—much higher, in fact, as 
the space-themed “Out of this World” Ball is scheduled for Saturday, April 24, 
2027. The Ball, which supports the Orchestra’s artistic and education programs, 
will be held at Orchestra Hall and the Minneapolis Hilton, and is chaired by 
Linda D. and Mike Murrell.

Music Director Thomas Søndergård and the Orchestra will perform a program 
of celestial selections, while the evening’s activities will also include food, 
drinks, auctions, more music and dancing, as Ballgoers will leave the familiar 
behind and journey into the universe as the Hall glitters in the starry cosmos 
of music and wonder. Watch the Orchestra’s website and upcoming issues of 
Showcase for more information on the Ball and ticket availability.

11-November 2026 MO News.indd   1611-November 2026 MO News.indd   16 10/8/26   9:26 AM10/8/26   9:26 AM
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NUTCRACKER
BALLET MINNESOTA’S 38TH ANNUAL

THE CLASSIC

D E C E M B E R
1 9 T H - 2 0 T H

T H E O ' S H A U GHN E S S Y
A T S T . C A T H E R I N E

U N I V E R S I T Y

S C A N F O R
T I C K E T SK E T S

Your holiday 
tradition.

thespco.org/holiday

Bach’s Brandenburg  Concertos
& 

Handel’s Messiah



A Christmas Story
Expressions Community Theater

November 13-29

No Nose for Rudolph
Schifelly Puppets

December 3

Lakeville Community Band
December 11-12

Simplegifts
December 4

Monroe Crossing
December 6

Mini-Nutcracker
Twin Cities Ballet

December 1-2

C O N C E R T S  &
P E R F O R M A N C E S

Holiday
C O N C E R T S  &

Holiday
C O N C E R T S  &

Holiday

Tickets: 952-985-4640
LakevilleAreaArtsCenter.com

20965 Holyoke Avenue, Lakeville
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A SYMPHONIC NIGHT AT THE MOVIES  
VERTIGO
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA
Scott Terrell, conductor

FRI OCT 30  7PM   |   SAT OCT 31  7PM

VERTIGO      OCT 30–31 

CAST 
	 James Stewart	 John “Scottie” Ferguson
	 Kim Novak 	 Madeleine Elster / Judy Barton
	 Barbara Bel Geddes 	 Midge Wood
	 Tom Helmore	 Gavin Elster

Screenplay by ALEC COPPEL AND SAMUEL A. TAYLOR

Directed by ALFRED HITCHCOCK

Associate Producer HERBERT COLEMAN

Music by BERNARD HERRMANN

© 2024 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved
© 1958 by Alfred J. Hitchcock Productions, Inc. All Rights Reserved

PRODUCTION CREDITS
Producer: John Goberman

Live orchestra adaptation by Pat Russ
Technical Supervisor: Pat McGillen
Music Preparation: Larry Spivack

The producer wishes to acknowledge the contributions and extraordinary 
support of John Waxman (Themes & Variations). 

A Symphonic Night at the Movies is a production of PGM Productions, Inc. (New 
York) and appears by arrangement with IMG Artists.

Today’s concert lasts about 2 hours and 35 minutes, including a 20-minute 
intermission. Please remain seated until the end of the credits.

A profile of conductor Scott Terrell appears on page 56.THANK YOU

The Movies & Music series is presented by U.S. Bank.
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HO M E   |   FOOD   |   CULTURE

1601 EAST LAKE ST MPLS, MN
ingebretsens.com

CHARLES LLOYD 
QUARTET

Feat. BILL FRISELL, 
LARRY GRENADIER & KWEKU SUMBRY

MARIA SCHNEIDER 
ORCHESTRA

CHECK OUT OUR CALENDAR 
FOR MORE SHOWS!

RACHAEL & VILRAY
TIMELESS VOCAL JAZZ LEO KOTTKE:

LIVE AT THE ORDWAY

THE BAD PLUS 
FAREWELL TOUR FINALE

NOV 15

FEB 3-4

NOV 30 - DEC 2

HOLIDAY SHOW SPOTLIGHT

DEC 5 DEC 22-23 & 25-28

TICKETS AT DAKOTACOOKS.COM |  612 .332.5299

THE PRESENTS

• IRISH CHRISTMAS IN AMERICA NOV 23

• KURT ELLING SINGS CHRISTMAS DEC 3

• THE PETERSON FAMILY: ‘TWAS THE JAM BEFORE CHRISTMAS DEC 13-14

• SARAH MORRIS & THE SOMETIMES ELVES DEC 15

• MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM JOSÉ JAMES DEC 16-17

• SOUTHSIDE ACES: CHRISTMAS IN NEW ORLEANS DEC 18

• TRAVIS ANDERSON TRIO’S “A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS” DEC 19

• A SWINGIN’ CHRISTMAS WITH ANDREW WALESCH DEC 20-21

ASI’s ANNUAL HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE
NOV. 7, 2026-JAN. 24, 2027

Visit asimn.org to learn more.
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Edvard Grieg/	 Selections from Norwegian Dances, Opus 35 	 CA. 14’
orch. Hans Sitt		  I. Allegro marcato
		  IV. Allegro molto

Anders Hillborg 	 Concerto No. 2 for Piano and Orchestra, 	 CA. 21’
	    The MAX Concerto
		  [in one movement]

			   Jon Kimura Parker, piano

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Jean Sibelius   	 Symphony No. 2 in D major, Opus 43	 CA. 44’
		  Allegretto
		  Andante, ma rubato
		  Vivacissimo
		  Finale: Allegro moderato

THU NOV 5  11AM   |   FRI NOV 6  8PM   |   SAT NOV 7  7PM

Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Jon Kimura Parker, piano 
Brian Newhouse, broadcast host

NORDIC SOUNDSCAPES  
SØNDERGÅRD, PARKER AND SIBELIUS

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      NOV 5–7  

THANK YOU
The 2026-27 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public 
Radio. The November 6 concert will also be broadcast live on Minnesota PBS 
and stream live on the Minnesota Orchestra’s YouTube channel. Learn more at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/TIMO.

Profiles of the conductor, soloist and broadcast host appear on pages 12, 53 
and 54.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.

Nordic Soundscapes is generously supported by Karen and David Grandstrand.
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  Very few classical composers are more closely identified with the 
music of their home country than Norway’s Edvard Grieg. Except for his 
beloved Piano Concerto and some chamber music, almost all of Grieg’s 
music that we hear today was based on Norwegian sources. 

FOLK TUNES SHOW THE WAY
As a young man, Grieg followed the path of many promising musicians 
from northern Europe, leading him to Leipzig. There he learned the musical 
language of past German masters from Bach to Beethoven, but he realized 
that this formal training could only take him so far. “It then struck me 
that I could develop myself further only on a national foundation. It was 
our Norwegian folk tunes that showed me the way,” he later recalled. Grieg 
embraced his national identity, saying, “To paint in music the Norwegian 
landscape, Norwegian life, Norwegian history and Norwegian folk poetry 
was, for me, where I believed I could achieve something.”  

In 1880 Grieg wrote his four Norwegian Dances, Opus 35, for piano four 
hands—which is to say, two players sharing one keyboard. This was and 
remains a popular way for amateurs and professionals to make music 
together. Brahms’ Hungarian Dances and Dvořák’s Slavonic Dances are well-
known examples in this genre. For his set, Grieg used original Norwegian 
melodies found in the collection Old and New Mountain Tunes, published by 
Ludvig Mathias Lindeman.

Grieg’s publisher wanted orchestral versions of the new dances, but the 
composer did not want to make the arrangements himself. Hans Sitt was 
given the job and in 1890 produced the wonderfully idiomatic settings 
heard today.

ENERGETIC AND DRAMATIC DANCES
This week’s performances include the first and fourth movements from the 
set of dances.

EDVARD GRIEG
B:	 June 15, 1843
    	Bergen, Norway
D:	 September 4, 1907
    	Bergen, Norway

Selections from  
Norwegian Dances, 
Opus 35, orchestrated 
by Hans Sitt  
COMPOSED: 1880 (original 
two-piano version); 1890 
(Sitt orchestration)
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PROGRAM NOTES      NOV 5–7 

  We often think of the piano concerto as a genre of a singular, 
virtuosic hero soloist playing against the orchestra, with fistfuls of 
notes being hurled through hammers and strings at the ensemble, its 
preordained march towards the final cadenza and triumphant punctuation 
by the entire ensemble. Swedish composer Anders Hillborg’s 2023 Piano 
Concerto No. 2, The MAX Concerto, strives to amend this tradition, giving 
shape to a new function of the soloist, as a virtuosic compatriot of the 
ensemble, playing with the textures and harmonic overtones of the 
ensemble—a work that prefers complement and curiosity rather than 
contrast.

The concerto’s subtitle, The MAX Concerto, is a cheeky nod to the 
premiering soloist, the giant of the 20th and 21st centuries Emanuel 

ANDERS HILLBORG
B:	 May 31, 1954
   	 Sollentuna, Sweden
	

Concerto No. 2 for  
Piano and Orchestra,  
The MAX Concerto
PREMIERED: 
October 12, 2023

ALLEGRO MARCATO. Grieg’s first dance is announced by a curtain-raising “ta-
daaa!” for full orchestra. A rollicking setting of Sinclair’s March follows. The 
high spirits of the march fade into a central interlude featuring a lyrical 
melody played by the oboe. The march returns with its manic “oompah” 
accompaniment and the movement is brought to a breathless conclusion.

ALLEGRO MOLTO. Dance No. 4 follows the same three-part form as the 
preceding dances, but with the addition of a brooding introduction 
complete with a dramatic horn call. The clouds part with the appearance of 
a lively country dance known as a halling. Contrast is provided by a slower 
section that places the mournful melody of the introduction in dialogue 
with fragments of the dance tune. The halling is reprised, and Grieg rounds 
off the movement with a coda in which the rhythmic energy ebbs away only 
to be interrupted by a final burst of Norwegian sunshine that brings the 
curtain down on the dances.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes, piccolo, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 
2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, cymbals, triangle and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY JEFFREY STIRLING.
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“Manny” Ax (shortened as “M. Ax” to form the concerto’s title). The 
concerto was commissioned for Ax by the San Francisco Symphony; these 
forces premiered the work on October 12, 2023, with a close friend of 
Hillborg’s, Esa-Pekka Salonen, on the conductor’s podium.

A SINGULAR CONCERTO IN TEN SECTIONS
Despite its MAX title, Hillborg’s concerto does not maximize the orchestra’s 
size; rather, it is relatively light on forces. The lean complement of winds 
and brass is magnified through Hillborg’s deft attention to orchestration 
and color. The 21-minute concerto flows continuously through ten seamless 
sections. Throughout, the individual sections continually recast the 
piano soloist’s role—grand, toy, hard, soft, ascending—interspersed with 
moments of reflection and pause—Mist and Chorales and Echo Chamber. 
As with his 2006 orchestral work Eleven Gates, Hillborg returned to the 
completed music and gave its delineated sections evocative titles.

The opening, Grand Piano, features grand flourishes, like a refracted nod 
to Beethoven’s famed Emperor Concerto. The two Mist sections act as a 
subtle breath from the ensemble, with spectral textures of sustained notes 
slowly shifting in and out of focus. The Toy Piano sections feature light, 
bright, almost childlike figures with a twinkling repetition and pattern-
based texture in the translucent upper register. Chorales and Echo Chamber 
sections feature Baroque-like ornamentation from the piano with long 
sustained chorales punctuated by harp and crotales, while winds answer 
with oscillating echoes, creating a dual echo effect. Hard Piano has a faster-
moving texture from the soloist, with a jagged, bluesy feel that drives 
towards the exposed solo cadenza. The orchestra and pianist reprise the 
opening theme before Soft Piano arrives, with sweeping fluid arpeggios 
flowing seamlessly into the following second Chorales and Echo Chamber 
section, gradually picking up the winds’ echo gesture. The final section, 
Ascending Piano, offers a last celestial reflection, with sustained notes from 
earlier in the work reemerging with their spectral delicacy. The piano in 
this section is slightly more declamatory than in other “Piano” sections, its 
dense chordal sonorities radiating outward into the ensemble as the work 
dissipates until one final flick upward brings the concerto to a peaceful but 
arresting close.

Instrumentation: solo piano with orchestra 2 flutes (both doubling piccolo), 
2 oboes, 2 clarinets (1 doubling bass clarinet), 2 bassoons (1 doubling 
contrabassoon), 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 2 trombones, conga, crotales, 2 tom-toms, 
glockenspiel, chimes, harp and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY NICHOLAS LANDRUM.
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JEAN SIBELIUS
B:	 December 8, 1865 
	 Hämeenlinna, Finland
D:	 September 20, 1957 
    	Järvenpää, Finland

Symphony No. 2 in  
D major, Opus 43 
PREMIERED: 
March 8, 1902

PROGRAM NOTES      NOV 5–7 

  Jean Sibelius’ Second Symphony is one of several of the composer’s 
works linked to the man to whom it is dedicated, Baron Axel Carpelan. 
Carpelan, an amateur violinist, first introduced himself to Sibelius in 
October 1900, but he had already been writing letters to the composer, full 
of advice, suggestions, interference, trivia, insight, gossip, hypochondriac 
laments and unsolicited opinions. Even before their meeting, Carpelan had 
commanded Sibelius to go to Italy, and his intuition was on target. 

AN EXTRAORDINARY TURNAROUND
In February 1901 Sibelius arrived in Rapallo, just below Genoa. Still 
depressed by the death of his youngest daughter, Kirsti, from typhus the 
year before, worried about the tough line taken toward Finland by Russia, 
inclined to drink and smoke too much, his marriage uneasy, the composer 
was in poor shape. But the tonic effect of Italy was extraordinary.

By May, home again, Sibelius had accomplished much, particularly by way 
of sketching what he thought of as a four-movement orchestral fantasy 
before realizing it was a real symphony. When the first performances took 
place—four concerts in March 1902, with Sibelius conducting the Helsinki 
Philharmonic—the composer’s triumph was complete.

THE SYMPHONY: COHERENCE AND FRAGMENTATION
ALLEGRETTO. At an easygoing pace, strings quietly play a series of 11 chords 
that might be the beginning of a theme or an accompaniment in search 
of a theme. The 11 chords are repeated, then just the first five, twice. Now, 
in darker colors, the process begins again. Only this time, woodwinds and 
clarinets add a prettily chirping melody. Before the oboes and clarinets 
have gotten very far, the horns tell them they have the character all wrong, 
it should be soulful and slower.  The woodwinds resume their version. The 
strings, having first experimented to see what the woodwind tune sounds 
like when you play it pizzicato, upside down and very slowly, return to a 
basic-Finnish version of their chords; that is, only the gesture remains, the 
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tune is gone. The horns carry on with their ruminations. And they all seem 
pretty much to ignore one another. 

Gradually we come to feel the coherence of this music. What Sibelius 
wants us to perceive as most important, he positions accordingly, playing 
it more often or more emphatically. It is as though he had set himself the 
task of discovering the coherence and hierarchical placement of all these 
fragments. He himself put it more picturesquely when he once wrote, “It is 
as though the Almighty had thrown the pieces of a mosaic down from the 
floor of heaven and told me to put them together.” So, stones into mosaic, 
that is the scenario of this movement.

ANDANTE, MA RUBATO. A timpani roll sets the scene for the second movement. 
Basses alternating with cellos, both pizzicato, spell out a long line. Horns 
and timpani add punctuation to the bassoon melody, and quickly the 
heat is turned up, everything becoming louder, faster and more agitated. 
Antiphonal cries flung back and forth between winds and strings push the 
music to an almost strident climax; from there, it falls back in exhaustion 
from fff to ppp. When the music resumes after a long silence, the world 
has changed. Peace, however, is short-lived. Fragmentation overpowers 
coherence, and the music ends with a troubling abruptness. 

VIVACISSIMO. A version of Sibelius’ buzzing-string music sets the very 
quick scherzo in motion. A long silence, broken only by five drumbeats 
that descend from p to pppp, clears the air for the trio, an oboe melody, 
distinctly triste, that begins with nine repetitions of its initial note. The 
scherzo begins again, the trio returns; but before long a new idea—three 
ascending notes—insists on making itself heard, and this soon bursts forth 
as the principal theme of the finale.

FINALE: ALLEGRO MODERATO. This theme, simple as it is, generates powerfully 
thrusting forward motion. The most fascinating feature of this Finale, 
however, is a wistful melody played obsessively over running eighth-notes 
in the lower strings. This passage was written in memory of the composer’s 
sister-in-law, who had recently taken her own life. The issue of this 
obsession when it seizes the music for the second time is the renewed blaze 
of D major in which the symphony so triumphantly ends.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 
3 trombones, tuba, timpani and strings 

PROGRAM NOTE EXCERPTED FROM THE LATE MICHAEL STEINBERG’S THE SYMPHONY: A 
LISTENER’S GUIDE (OXFORD, 1995), USED WITH PERMISSION.
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OLIVE INSPIRED
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Beloved holiday classic

with a Minnesota twist!

Dec. 11–13 Dec. 19–20
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Scan for tickets or visit
TwinCitiesBallet.org/tickets

Elevate 
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Wellness 
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Edward Grieg	 Anitra’s Dance, from Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 	 CA. 3’

Georges Bizet	 Excerpts from Petite Suite, from Jeux d’Enfant  	 CA. 6’
		   Marche | Berceuse | Impromptu

August Enna	 Overture to The Little Match Girl  	 CA. 7’

Edvard Grieg	 Excerpts from Symphonic Dances   	 CA. 12’
	    on Norwegian Themes, Opus 64

Hans Christian Lumbye	 Champagner Galop  	  CA. 3’
	      		       TJ Yu, xylophone

SUN NOV 8  2PM

FAMILY CONCERT  
THE MUSICAL TALES OF 
HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      NOV 8 

PRE- AND POST-CONCERT
Arrive early and stay after the concert to try instruments, make art, dance, 
enjoy storytelling and meet Minnesota Orchestra musicians.

THANK YOU
The Family Concert series is made possible by PNC.

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from 
the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the 
arts and cultural heritage fund.

Profiles of the conductor, host-narrator and soloist appear on pages 12, 51 and 57. 
Profiles of the video designer and ASL interpreter appear in an insert.

We gratefully recognize Angela Pennington and W. Anders Folk as lead sponsors 
for this program. Nordic Soundscapes is generously supported by Karen and David 
Grandstrand.

Thomas Søndergård, conductor
Deidre Cochran, host and narrator
TJ Yu, xylophone

Ion Concert Media, video design
Maria Camacho-Dively,  
   ASL interpreter

MO_Concerts_Nov-2026.indd   29MO_Concerts_Nov-2026.indd   29 10/9/26   4:06 PM10/9/26   4:06 PM



The
Ultimate
Playbill®Playbill®Playbill
Binder
Playbill
Binder
Playbill

PLAYBILL Binders, Sleeves, 
and ShowNotes display, 

organize, and protect your 
precious theatre keepsakes 
for years. The perfect gift for 
classic arts fans everywhere!

PB.Store.Binders.Half.Vertical.Digest.08.20.26.indd   1 8/25/26   11:27 AM

We’re
in tune
with your
business.
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Minnesota Orchestra and its
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Outi Tarkiainen	 Songs of the Ice 	 CA. 12’

Jaakko Kuusisto	 Violin Concerto, Opus 28  	 CA. 30’
		  Moderato
		  Lento
		  Molto allegro
		  [There is no pause before movement II.]
		       Stella Chen, violin

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Carl Nielsen	 Symphony No. 6, Sinfonia semplice  	  CA. 31’
		  Tempo giusto
		  Humoreske: Allegretto
		  Proposta seria: Adagio
		  Tema con variazioni: Allegro

FRI NOV 13  8PM   |   SAT NOV 14  7PM

Osmo Vänskä, conductor
Stella Chen, violin

NORDIC SOUNDSCAPES  
VÄNSKÄ, CHEN AND NIELSEN

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      NOV 13–14 

THANK YOU
Support for these performances of Tarkiainen’s Songs of the Ice is provided by  
Sieglinde and Edward Grivna.

The 2026-27 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

Profiles of the conductor and soloist appear on pages 51 and 57.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.

Nordic Soundscapes is generously supported by Karen and David Grandstrand.
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  The musical journey of Outi Tarkiainen has been rich with myriad 
experiences throughout her native Finland, Europe and the U.S. Her 
music spans the genres of jazz, classical and contemporary music, much 
of it inspired by the mysterious, unpolluted landscapes of Finland’s far 
north. Songs of the Ice is one part of a pair of orchestral works about this 
part of our planet. The other, Midnight Sun Variations, depicts the arctic 
summer nights when the sun never sets, and was played by the Minnesota 
Orchestra in January 2025. 

In her own program note, Tarkiainen describes Songs of the Ice with 
beautiful poetic imagery: “In the Arctic region, the ice breathes with the 
seasons, swelling in winter and shrinking in summer. Its age-old movement 
sings a song of its own: slowly surging, unrelenting and covering all 
beneath it. It tinkles and rumbles, squeaks and laments as our ever-warmer 
climate breaks Nature’s time-honored laws, forcing the ice to give way.”

EMERGING FROM THE DEPTHS
Songs of the Ice opens with powerful, deep sounds from the lowest 
instruments in the orchestra, each emphatic hit launching a rising 
line in the winds and strings. When the piccolo and upper strings 
reach their highest register, almost suspended in air, the texture shifts. 
Percussion instruments chime softly with no clear rhythmic pulse, 
creating an atmosphere of mystery. A solo bassoon enters, followed by the 
contrabassoon, English horn, then oboe and flutes, each layering over the 
last before changing into a kaleidoscope of chirps and trills. Then a bass 
drum rumbles, possibly evoking the sudden shift of a massive block of ice.

All throughout, Tarkiainen explores extreme ranges, setting the lowest 
instruments at full power against the uppermost sounds of the piccolos, 
flutes, strings and mallet percussion. The effect is both grand and delicate: 
embodying the vast movement of the earth’s largest ice sheets, and the 
poignant moments when summer sun strikes ice to create shimmering 
reflections and patterns.

OUTI TARKIAINEN
B:	 February 7, 1985
    	Rovaniemi, Finland

Songs of the Ice  
PREMIERED: 
October 2, 2020
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Alongside its themes of ice and climate change, the piece carries a deeply 
personal thread. Tarkiainen composed it just before the birth of her second 
child, who arrived in the depths of winter. Already a mother, she drew 
on her memories of childbirth, of the physical emptiness, strength and 
healing that follow, and channeled them into the music.

Instrumentation: 3 flutes (all doubling piccolo), 2 oboes, English horn, 
2 clarinets, bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 3 trumpets 
(1 doubling flugelhorn), 3 trombones, tuba, timpani (doubling bullroarer), bass 
drum, bell tree, 3 bullroarers, crotales, 2 suspended cymbals, medium gong, 
tam-tam, 2 triangles, glass wind chimes, shell wind chimes, vibraphone, piano 
(doubling celesta) and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY EMMA PLEHAL.

JAAKKO KUUSISTO
B:	 January 17, 1974
	 Helsinki, Finland
D:	 February 23, 2022  
	 Oulu, Finland

Violin Concerto, Opus 28
PREMIERED: 
April 12, 2012

  Few composers have possessed a greater pedigree and a more 
intimate understanding of the intricacies of the violin concerto than the 
late Finnish composer Jaakko Kuusisto, who passed away in 2022 at age 48. 
His knowledge of the medium was drawn from his own career as not only a 
world-class violin soloist, but also as a conductor and former concertmaster 
of the Lahti Symphony Orchestra, notably including years under the baton 
of Minnesota Orchestra Conductor Laureate Osmo Vänskä. 

AN INSIDER’S CONCERTO
Kuusisto first appeared at Orchestra Hall in 2004 as soloist in Einojuhani 
Rautavaara’s Violin Concerto and returned in 2008 to conduct concerts 
with Finnish vocal ensemble Rajaton. Most recently his compositional 
talents were featured in the world premiere of his Symphony. Sadly, 
Kuusisto died before finishing that work, which was completed by his 
brother and frequent musical partner, the composer, conductor and 
violinist Pekka Kuusisto, with help from his longtime engraver and editor, 
Jari Eskola. The work was premiered posthumously by Vänskä and the 
Minnesota Orchestra on June 2, 2022.
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Jaakko Kuusisto’s Violin Concerto, composed in 2011–12, is a work of 
intense virtuosity and emotion. Though Kuusisto had toyed with the idea 
of composing a concerto to showcase his own prowess on the instrument, 
he didn’t fully commit to the project until fellow Finnish violinist Elina 
Vähälä commissioned the work, allowing Kuusisto to bring his insider 
knowledge of the instrument to writing intended for another virtuoso.

THE CONCERTO: FROM CADENZA TO EXPLOSION
MODERATO. The concerto opens with an extended cadenza built from an 
impassioned, liquid melodic line clamoring over itself, intensified by 
fiendishly difficult harmonic intervals and trills, showcasing Kuusisto’s 
intimate understanding of the instrument. The orchestra and soloist 
intertwine throughout this movement, oscillating between moments 
of blissful romantic lyricism and driving rhythmic passages, notably 
a motivic use of syncopation by the strings, and a constant, pounding 
quarter-note drive from the woodblock and timpani.

LENTO. The second movement begins unceremoniously with an elision from 
the first movement’s final brass stab, with two horns sustaining a low 
C-sharp that is punctuated by a descending pointillistic gesture from the 
flutes, harp and pizzicato violins. The movement oscillates between quiet 
moments of placid reflection and monstrous passages of building tension. 
The violin is in a constant state of Sisyphean ascent, starting lines in the 
lowest register and climbing to stratospheric highs before returning.

MOLTO ALLEGRO. The final movement is faster, with the woodblock from the 
first movement returning to drive the quarter-note pulse. Flurries of ascent 
from the strings churn away at repeated gestures, eventually giving way to 
the soloist’s virtuosic scrubbing moto perpetuo passages. The movement’s 
formal construction mimics the traditional scherzo form often employed in 
other concertos—its playful, quick shifts between a march, cantabile lines 
and moto perpetuo interjections from the ensemble. Hyper-romantic strings 
flow into ensemble hits over the repeated quarter-note pulse; one final 
scrubbing and lashing from the soloist, with syncopated rhythms building 
from the ensemble before a final crash—an explosive punctuation on the 
work of one virtuoso written for another.

Instrumentation: solo violin with orchestra comprising 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 
2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, timpani, snare drum, 
bass drum, cymbals, crotales, triangle, wood blocks, glockenspiel, vibraphone, 
harp and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY NICHOLAS LANDRUM.
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  In 1952, when Homer Ulrich published Symphonic Music: Its Evolution 
since the Renaissance, Carl Nielsen’s name did not even appear in the index. 
By 1980, when The New Grove encyclopedia appeared, Nielsen’s star was 
ascendant: he was identified as “the central figure in Danish music after 
the Romantic period.” 

Yet today, Nielsen’s music remains comparatively rare on American 
orchestral programs. Minnesota Orchestra Conductor Laureate Osmo 
Vänskä did much to alter that imbalance during his 19-year tenure as 
music director, programming Nielsen’s music at more than 50 Orchestra 
concerts after becoming music director in 2003. His successor Thomas 
Søndergård, also a leading proponent of Nielsen’s music, has thus far led 
three of his works at Orchestra Hall. 

FINDING THE NORDIC VOICE
Nielsen’s Scandinavian predecessors tended to emulate other non-Nordic 
European composers, embracing the musical language prevalent in 
Germany, Austria and France. Nielsen and Jean Sibelius, on the other 
hand, forged boldly into unfamiliar musical turf, particularly in the 
realm of symphonic form. In the process, they gave the Nordic countries 
a distinctive and unique musical voice, while endowing the world of 
music with a substantially richer legacy. By a curious twist of fate, both 
Sibelius and Nielsen were born in 1865. While their lives and careers took 
vastly different paths, they are bonded in music history through shared 
Scandinavian heritage, and because they both declared independence from 
the dominant musical influence of Austria and Germany.

Nielsen’s student works show the influence of the Norwegian composer 
Johan Svendsen and of the Bohemian Antonín Dvořák. His individual 
style, however, was already apparent in his Suite for Strings, Opus 1, 
written when he was 23. Nielsen composed in many genres—opera, chorus, 
chamber music—but made his greatest contribution as a symphonist. 
Spanning the period from 1892 to 1925, his six symphonies show 
progressively more daring breaks with tradition. 

CARL NIELSEN
B:	 June 9, 1865
	 Nørre Lyndelse, 
	 Denmark
D:	 October 3, 1931
	 Copenhagen, Denmark

Symphony No. 6,  
Sinfonia semplice 
PREMIERED: 
December 11, 1925
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Sinfonia semplice was Nielsen’s final essay as a symphonist, but not his 
final work with orchestra. The next year he wrote a Flute Concerto, the 
first of a projected series of five wind concertos, one for each instrument 
of a woodwind quintet. Unfortunately Nielsen died before completing 
that ambitious project. But its dual impetus—an increasing interest in the 
specific timbres of individual instruments and a striving for orchestral 
transparency—are evident in the Sixth Symphony.

AN ENIGMATIC SUBTITLE
Don’t be misled by the subtitle Sinfonia semplice. This is not simple music. 
We might think of it as Nielsen’s Enigma Variations, not because of its last 
movement variations, but because it is a work that baffles as it entertains, 
arousing our curiosity more than it answers our questions. We don’t really 
know what Nielsen “meant,” any more than we know Elgar’s “enigma.”

Plenty of musical debate swirls around the Sixth Symphony’s legacy. 
Initially, British composer and musicologist Robert Simpson thought 
the Sixth tragic, particularly its first movement, writing of “loss of and 
fruitless search for a state of childlike joy.” Essentially he was disappointed 
and unreceptive. Twelve years later, Simpson did a complete about-face in 
his assessment. Backpedaling furiously, he wrote that the Sixth “became 
increasingly convincing and impressive…completely persuasive as a 
masterpiece, though I could not explain why this is so.”

That is perhaps Nielsen’s enigma: we cannot explain why this music 
eats itself into our subconscious. In The New Grove II, David Fanning 
summarizes the paradox: “This Sinfonia semplice turned out to be the 
most complex and puzzling of his large-scale works. It may still be said 
to be about the aspiration toward simplicity, but it is held together by 
a recurring pattern of violated innocence. Such positive resolution as it 
enjoys has to do with acceptance, resignation and defiance.”

THE SYMPHONY: FOUR DISTINCT PERSONALITIES
What does this rhetoric mean for what we actually hear? Structurally the 
symphony appears fairly conventional: a brisk first movement; a second 
movement Humoreske that functions as a scherzo; a slow movement; and a 
concluding set of variations. The outer movements are relatively long; the 
inner two significantly shorter. Each movement has a distinct personality. 

TEMPO GIUSTO. Nielsen told his daughter in 1924 that his new symphony 
would have a “completely idyllic character.” His Tempo giusto opens in 
that benign mode, with glockenspiel, a gentle string theme and lovely 
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woodwind duets. The musical message you are likely to retain, however, is 
a spiky, meandering fugue that asserts itself a few minutes in. Its dotted 
rhythms, wide leaps and triplets dominate the fabric thereafter. Eventually 
Nielsen superimposes music of both segments, driving toward a passionate 
outburst that all but erases memory of the tranquil opening. What began 
simply has become very complex indeed, and while the movement defuses 
the tension, ending quietly, Nielsen has left much unresolved.

HUMORESKE: ALLEGRETTO. Anyone familiar with the biting sarcasm of 
Shostakovich and Prokofiev will recognize an analogous spirit in Nielsen’s 
Humoreske. The composer wrote: “I have in my symphony a piece for small 
percussion instruments—triangle, glockenspiel, and side-drum—that 
quarrel, each sticking to its own tastes and likings. Times change. Where is 
music going? What is permanent? We don’t know! This idea is found in my 
little Humoreske.” Here we have the modernist satire of Poulenc as well as 
the Russians, with the strains of circus music filtered through the lens of a 
Danish composer.

PROPOSTA SERIA: ADAGIO. In Proposta seria, Nielsen shifts gears again with a 
poignant elegy. “In the first and third movements there are more serious, 
problematical things,” he wrote. His use of another fugue links the slow 
movement to the opening Tempo giusto. Proposta ends quietly, on a note of 
solace, hinting at the brighter finale.

TEMA CON VARIAZIONI: ALLEGRO. Nielsen concludes with a theme and nine 
variations, plus a concluding fanfare and peroration. An opening flourish 
from the upper woodwinds sets the stage. Unaccompanied bassoon 
introduces Nielsen’s theme, in a solo comparable to the unforgettable 
opening of Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring. The variations unfold without pause, 
preserving the transparency that characterizes much of Sinfonia semplice. 
Several of them are like chamber music: a fugato for strings; an ensemble 
of bassoon, tuba, xylophone and percussion. The dance hall lilt of a waltz is 
countered by an elegiac Adagio variation. The brass fanfare toward the end 
ushers in a rollicking coda. The music evokes the carnival atmosphere of 
Stravinsky’s Petrushka, a work Nielsen is known to have admired. Like that 
ballet score, this symphony has layered messages of irony, sadness, beauty 
and humor, fear and hope.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 
4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare drum, bass drum, 
cymbals, triangle, xylophone, glockenspiel and strings

PROGRAM NOTE  © LAURIE SHULMAN.
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HOLIDAY CONCERTS ARE POPULAR, SO GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 

CHECK OUT THE FULL HOLIDAY LINEUP AT MINNESOTAORCHESTRA.ORG/HOLIDAY

A Charlie Brown Christmas 
Live at the Symphony
TUE DEC 8  7PM  |  WED DEC 9  7PM
With actors who bring the iconic characters to life, big-screen 
animations and Vince Guaraldi's timeless music performed live 
by the Minnesota Orchestra, this is a special holiday event that 
the whole family will enjoy.

U.S. BANK MOVIES & MUSIC 

Home Alone in Concert 
FRI DEC 11  7PM  |  SAT DEC 12  2PM
SAT DEC 12  7PM  |  SUN DEC 13  2PM
This beloved comedy classic features renowned composer John 
Williams’ charming and delightful score performed live-to-picture 
by the Minnesota Orchestra. © 1990 Twentieth Century Fox.

Handel’s Messiah
FRI DEC 18  8PM  |  SAT DEC 19  7PM
Celebrate the holidays with the Minnesota Orchestra and Minnesota 
Chorale, as Jane Glover conducts Handel’s festive Messiah.

Merry & Bright with Charles Lazarus
SUN DEC 20  2PM
Bursting with toe-tapping arrangements of seasonal favorites, this 
joyful concert brings together top-notch local musicians for extra 
swing, extra sparkle and a distinctly jazzy holiday vibe.

A New Year’s Celebration
THU DEC 31  8:30PM  |  FRI JAN 1  2PM
A journey through the sounds, rhythms and colors of Spain as 
imagined by both Spanish and French composers. This evocative and 
exhilarating program culminates with Ravel’s hypnotic Boléro, one of 
classical music’s most recognizable melodies.

After the New Year’s Eve concert, dance to vintage jazz from 
Belle Amour and enjoy a Champagne toast at midnight, on us!

A SPACE FOR

   cheer

612-371-5656   |    #MINNORCH The Movies & Music 
series is presented by

The 2026–27 Classical 
Season is presented by
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Kaija Saariaho	 Ciel d’hiver 	 CA. 10’

Edward Elgar	 Sea Pictures, Opus 37 *  	 CA. 23’
		  Sea Slumber Song (text by Roden Noel)
		  In Haven (Capri) (text by C. Alice Elgar)
		  Sabbath Morning at Sea  
		     (text by Elizabeth Barrett Browning)
		  Where Corals Lie (text by Dr. Richard Garnett)
		  The Swimmer (text by Adam Lindsay Gordon)
			        Sasha Cooke, mezzo

	 I N T E R M I S S I O N 	 CA. 20’

Antonín Dvořák 	 Symphony No. 8 in G major, Opus 88  	  CA. 36’
		  Allegro con brio
		  Adagio
		  Allegretto grazioso
		  Allegro ma non troppo

THU NOV 19  11AM   |   FRI NOV 20  8PM

Dinis Sousa, conductor
Sasha Cooke, mezzo

ELGAR AND DVOŘÁK

MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      NOV 19–20 

THANK YOU
The 2026-27 Classical season is presented by Ameriprise Financial.

Friday night Classical concerts air live on YourClassical Minnesota Public Radio. 

* The English texts of Elgar’s Sea Pictures will be projected as surtitles, and can 
also be read online at minnesotaorchestra.org/seapictures. 
Profiles of the conductor and soloist appear on pages 52 and 55.
Visit minnesotaorchestra.org/pre for details about pre-concert activities.
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  When Kaija Saariaho passed away in mid-2023, the classical music 
world poured out heartfelt tributes. Her longtime collaborator, the 
composer-conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen, noted that in their native Finland, 
she was held in such high esteem that she “would be recognized on the 
streets. People would go and talk to her and thank her for the music. And 
taxi drivers would tell her that they loved her opera. It was on that level.”

Saariaho began her compositional studies at the Sibelius Academy in 
Helsinki and later moved to Germany and France, where she lived for 
much of her adult life. Her music embraces eclectic styles and soundscapes, 
often blending conventional classical instrumentation with electronically 
generated elements. “I don’t want to write music through negations,” she 
stated. “Everything is permissible as long as it’s done in good taste.”

PARADOXES OF MORTALITY AND MOTION
Saariaho’s Ciel d’hiver (Winter Sky) is the second of three movements 
comprising Orion, an orchestral suite dedicated to the famed hunter of 
Greek mythology. While Orion is known in myths for his tremendous 
stature as well as his grace and beauty, today we most commonly associate 
Orion with the constellation bearing his name, as Zeus (or Artemis in 
some retellings) ensured he would be enshrined in the skies following his 
death. Saariaho sought to bring to life the juxtaposition of Orion as an 
active being and as a fixed object, an everlasting tribute and yet a mortal 
individual.

The outer movements of the Orion suite—the first titled Memento mori 
(“remember that you will die”) and the third simply Hunter—are both 
animated, with ever-changing energetic episodes. Ciel d’hiver is the more 
contemplative of the three, but even so, this is no conventional “slow 
movement” in the traditional symphonic mold.

CONTAINING MULTITUDES
Ciel d’hiver begins at a quadruple-piano dynamic, but already the music 
contains a rich depth of layered textures, with a low tremolo in the piano, 

KAIJA SAARIAHO
B:	 October 14, 1952
	 Helsinki, Finland
D:	 June 2, 2023
	 Paris, France

Ciel d’hiver   
PREMIERED: 
April 7, 2014
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rising and falling harp glissandi and shimmering strings covering a range 
of five octaves. A shrill piccolo solo pierces the ensemble with a fragmented 
melody that will later be taken up by solo violin, clarinet, oboe and muted 
trumpet, spiraling about as if caught in a winter wind.

While expanding and compressing a dense array of instrumentation, the 
music retains a sense of calm, giving way to a hushed ending section 
featuring a solo cello and staggered percussive entrances including 
glockenspiel, vibraphone, glass chimes and crotales—small tuned brass 
cymbals.

Among the greatest qualities of this movement is the vast array of 
interpretations one can draw from the music, given what context the 
composer provides. Some may find it haunting, others peaceful; some may 
envision the stark and barren nature of the season, others the infinite scope 
of the cosmos where Orion resides.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes, piccolo, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons (1 doubling 
contrabassoon), 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 2 trombones, tuba, timpani, bass drum, 
small bell, 3 suspended cymbals, glass chimes, shell chimes, crotales, triangle, 
tam-tam, vibraphone, piano, celesta and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY JONAH HERZOG.

EDWARD ELGAR
B:	 June 2, 1857
	 Broadheath, England
D:	 February 23, 1934
    	Worcester, England

Sea Pictures, Opus 37 
PREMIERED: 
October 5, 1899

  The year 1899 was a momentous one for Edward Elgar. In June, the 
public recognition the English composer had long sought finally arrived 
when his Enigma Variations was first performed in London. This successful 
premiere catapulted Elgar into the first rank of composers both at home 
and abroad.

The previous year the Norwich Festival had commissioned Elgar to write 
a piece for the dramatic contralto Clara Butt, a rising star. The composer 
agreed, but he did not begin composing in earnest until July 1899. Elgar 
worked quickly and took as his starting point a song he had written in 
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1897, “Love Alone will Stay,” with words by his wife Alice. Four additional 
poems that explored aspects of the sea, each by a different author, were 
added, and Alice’s original text was renamed and revised to emphasize 
its coastal setting. On October 5, 1899, the composer conducted the cycle’s 
well-received debut. 

THE OCEAN AND THE ORCHESTRA
In Sea Slumber Song, the sea is a mild and comforting mother singing of a 
place where all earthly troubles will be put to bed. In Haven celebrates the 
power of love to overcome life’s storms. The third and longest song, Sabbath 
Morning at Sea, compares an ocean voyage to the journey of grief after the 
loss of a loved one. On encountering firsthand the glory of God’s creation, 
the poet is reminded of his divine plan that promises comfort to those 
who mourn. Where Corals Lie once again asks the listener to surrender to 
the seductive charms of the deep, but this time the invitation comes with 
a hint of fairy dust rather than in the form of a lullaby. The final song, 
The Swimmer, is a story of personal struggle and enveloping darkness. The 
sea is wild and the shoreline where lovers once walked hand in hand is 
now a place of rocky crags and shipwrecks. The swimmer is caught in a 
maelstrom of waves that would dash even the “stoutest ship.” The foaming 
sea is reimagined as a band of galloping white horses. The protagonist 
determines to ride them “as never man has ridden” to the place where love 
never fades.

Throughout Sea Pictures, Elgar depicts the rising and falling of the ocean 
with arpeggios in the strings and touches of harp. Repetitive rocking 
figures are reminiscent of being onboard a ship. Accompaniments mirror 
the emotional ebb and flow of the verses with the sound of the full 
orchestra reserved for the grandest moments in songs three and five. The 
falling arpeggio heard at the start of the first song returns periodically 
during the cycle as a reminder of the ever-present and unknowable sea.

Instrumentation: solo mezzo with orchestra comprising 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 
2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, 
timpani, bass drum, cymbals, tam-tam, harp, organ and strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY JEFFREY STIRLING.
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  In the summer of 1889, Antonín Dvořák took his family to their 
summer retreat at Vysoka in the countryside south of Prague. There, amid 
the rolling fields and forests of his homeland, he could escape the pressures 
of the concert season, enjoy the company of his wife and children, and 
indulge one of his favorite pastimes: raising pigeons.

“MELODIES POUR OUT OF ME”
Dvořák also composed a great deal that summer. On August 10 he 
completed his Piano Quartet in E-flat major, writing to a friend that 
“melodies pour out of me,” and lamenting: “If only one could write them 
down straight away! But there—I must go slowly, only keep pace with my 
hand, and may God give the rest.”

A few weeks later, on August 25, he made the first sketches for a new 
symphony, and once again the melodies poured out. The orchestration 
was completed on November 8, and Dvořák himself led the triumphant 
premiere of his Eighth Symphony in Prague on February 2, 1890.

THE SYMPHONY: HARMONIC SURPRISES AND VARIATIONS
ALLEGRO CON BRIO. “Symphony in G major,” says the title page, but the 
beginning of this work is firmly in the “wrong” key of G minor. It is 
also a gorgeous beginning, with the cellos singing their long wistful 
melody. But—another surprise—this theme will have little to do with 
the actual progress of the first movement. We soon arrive at what 
appears to be the true first subject, a flute theme of an almost pastoral 
innocence, and suddenly we have slipped into G major. There follows a 
wealth of themes; one observer counted six separate ideas in the opening 
minutes of this symphony. Dvořák develops these across the span of the 
opening movement, and the cellos’ somber opening melody returns at 
key moments, beginning the development quietly and later blazed out 
triumphantly by the trumpets at the stirring climax.

ADAGIO. The two middle movements are just as free. The Adagio is 
apparently in C minor, but it begins in E-flat major with dark and halting 

ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK  
B:	 September 8, 1841
	 Nelahozeves, Bohemia
	 (now Czech Republic)
D:	 May 1, 1904
	 Prague, Bohemia
	 (now Czech Republic)

Symphony No. 8 in  
G major, Opus 88 
PREMIERED: 
February 2, 1890
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NOV 19–20      PROGRAM NOTES      

string phrases; the middle section flows easily on a relaxed woodwind 
tune in C major in which some have heard the sound of cimbalom and a 
village band. A violin solo leads to a surprisingly violent climax before the 
movement falls away to its quiet close.

ALLEGRETTO GRAZIOSO. The third movement opens with a soaring waltz 
in G minor that dances nimbly along its 3/8 meter; the charming center 
section also whirls in 3/8 time, but here its dotted rhythms produce a 
distinctive lilt. The movement concludes with nice surprises: a blistering 
coda, Molto vivace, whips along a variant of the lilting center section tune, 
but Dvořák has now transformed its triple meter into a propulsive 2/4. The 
movement rushes on chattering woodwinds right up to its close, where it 
concludes suddenly with a hushed string chord.

ALLEGRO MA NON TROPPO. The finale is a variation movement—sort of. It 
opens with a stinging trumpet fanfare, an afterthought on Dvořák’s part, 
added after the rest of the movement was complete. Cellos announce 
the noble central theme (itself derived from the flute theme of the first 
movement), and a series of variations follows, including a spirited episode 
for solo flute. But suddenly the variations vanish: Dvořák throws in a 
Turkish march full of rhythmic energy, a completely separate episode 
that rises to a great climax based on the ringing trumpet fanfare from 
the opening. Gradually things calm down, and the variations resume as if 
this turbulent storm had never blown through. Near the end comes lovely 
writing for strings, and a raucous, joyous coda—a final variation of the 
main theme—propels this symphony to its rousing close.

Instrumentation: 2 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), 2 oboes (1 doubling English horn), 
2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani and 
strings

PROGRAM NOTE BY ERIC BROMBERGER.
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MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA      NOV 21 

ANDREW BIRD

SAT NOV 21  7PM

Tonight’s program features a top-to-bottom performance of Andrew Bird’s 
acclaimed 2005 album The Mysterious Production of Eggs with orchestral 
arrangements, capped by a suite of fan-favorite tunes from his near 30-year 
repertoire. 

There will be one 20-minute intermission.

ANDREW BIRD, VOCALS

With his distinctive sound, Grammy-nominated 
violinist, songwriter and multi-instrumentalist 
Andrew Bird makes his Minnesota Orchestra debut 
at tonight’s concert. Balancing swelling sounds 
with jazz, folk and pop melodies in an unforgettable 
display of unique virtuosity, in 2026 Bird celebrates 
the 20th anniversary of his acclaimed record The 

Mysterious Production of Eggs by performing the record for the first time 
in its entirety alongside a full orchestra. Since 1997, Bird has released 
18 albums and headlined international venues including Carnegie Hall, 
Sydney Opera House Red Rocks Amphitheatre and Walt Disney Concert 
Hall. Bird has been a featured TED Talks presenter, a New Yorker Festival 
guest and an op-ed contributor for The New York Times. He performed as the 
Whistling Caruso in Disney’s The Muppets and scored the FX Series Baskets. 
Shortly after receiving his 2020 Grammy nomination for Best Folk Album, 
Bird made his professional acting debut in the cast of FX’s Fargo. For more 
information, visit andrewbird.net.

Profiles of the conductor and arranger appear on pages 52 and 56.

Sarah Hicks, conductor 
Andrew Bird, vocals 
Nathan Thatcher, arranger
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HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON
IN CONCERT WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

Julian Pellicano, conductor

SAT NOV 28  2PM   |   SAT NOV 28  7PM   |   SUN NOV 29  2PM

DREAMWORKS ANIMATION PRESENTS

“HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON”

Music by JOHN POWELL

Based on the book by CRESSIDA COWELL

Screenplay by
WILL DAVIES AND DEAN DEBLOIS & CHRIS SANDERS

Executive Producers
KRISTINE BELSON    TIM JOHNSON

Produced by BONNIE ARNOLD

Directed by CHRIS SANDERS & DEAN DEBLOIS

Today’s program is a presentation of the complete film How To Train Your 
Dragon with a live performance of the film’s entire score, including music 
played by the orchestra during the end credits. Out of respect for the 
musicians and your fellow audience members, please remain seated until 
the conclusion of the music. The concert lasts about 1 hour and 50 minutes, 
including a 20-minute intermission.

How To Train Your Dragon © 2010 DreamWorks Animation LLC.  All Rights 
Reserved.

A profile of conductor Julian Pellicano appears on page 54.

NOV 28–29      HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON
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HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON      NOV 28–29  

PRODUCTION CREDITS

How To Train Your Dragon in Concert is produced by Film Concerts Live!, a joint 
venture of IMG Artists, LLC and The Gorfaine/Schwartz Agency, Inc.

Producers: Steven A. Linder and Jamie Richardson 
Director of Operations: Rob Stogsdill
Production Manager: Sophie Greaves
Production Assistant: Katherine Miron
Worldwide Representation: IMG Artists, LLC 
Technical Director: Mike Runice

Music Composed by John Powell

Music Preparation: Jo Ann Kane Music Service 
Film Preparation for Concert Performance: Ramiro Belgardt, Epilogue Media
Technical Consultant: Laura Gibson
Sound Remixing for Concert Performance: Chace Audio by Deluxe
The score for How To Train Your Dragon has been adapted for live concert 
performance.

With special thanks to: Universal Pictures, DreamWorks Animation, 
Bonnie Arnold, Chris Sanders, Dean DeBlois, John Powell, Chris DeFaria, 
Michael Silver, Patrick Koors, Tammy Olsen, Lawrence Liu, Chuck Nilsen, 
Mike Pastrano, Thomas Schroder, Tanya Perra, Chris Herzberger, Noah Bergman, 
Jason Jackowski, Heather Oster, Jen Ockelmann-Wagner, Alex Levy, Mark 
Graham, Matt Voogt, Bethany Brinton, and the musicians and staff of the 
Minnesota Orchestra. 

MO_Concerts_Nov-2026.indd   49MO_Concerts_Nov-2026.indd   49 10/9/26   4:06 PM10/9/26   4:06 PM



50       SHOWCASE NOVEMBER 2026

DEC 1   PRESERVATION HALL JAZZ BAND

PRESERVATION HALL JAZZ BAND
CREOLE CHRISTMAS
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA

Enrico Lopez-Yañez, conductor
Ben Jaffe, bass and tuba   
Branden Lewis, trumpet 
Clint Maedgen, saxophone
Revon Andrews, trombone 
Glen Andrews, drums
Kyle Roussel, piano

TUE DEC 1  7PM 

For tonight’s performance, the Preservation Hall Jazz Band joins the Minnesota 
Orchestra to perform New Orleans classics as well as some best-loved holiday 
selections with a twist. The program will be announced from the stage. 

There will be one 20-minute intermission.

Profiles of the Preservation Hall Jazz Band and conductor Enrico Lopez-Yañez 
appear on pages 53 and 55.
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STELLA CHEN, 
VIOLIN

American violinist Stella Chen rose to 
international recognition as winner of 
the 2019 Queen Elizabeth International 
Violin Competition and received the 
2023 Gramophone Young Artist of the 
Year Award for her acclaimed debut 
album Stella x Schubert. She debuted 
with the Minnesota Orchestra in 
December 2021, performing Sibelius’ 
Humoresques. Chen opened her 2026–
27 season with the Chicago Symphony 
at Ravinia under Earl Lee. This season 
she also returns to Amsterdam’s 
Concertgebouw with the Antwerp 
Symphony, makes her Taiwan concerto 
debut and opens the Academy of St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields’ London season. 
Further engagements include a return 
to the North Carolina Symphony, plus 
debuts with the Bournemouth, Detroit, 
Utah, Oregon, Fort Worth and Kansas 
City symphonies and the Danish 
Philharmonic. Recital highlights 
include the Dresden Music Festival, 
Rockport Festival and two tours with 
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center. Chen teaches at Juilliard and 
performs on the “General Kyd” 1720 
Stradivarius. More: intermusica.com, 
stellachen.com. 

DEIDRE COCHRAN, 
HOST AND NARRATOR

Deidre Cochran is an actor, educator 
and director based in Minneapolis. 
A Georgia native, she relocated to 
Minneapolis in 2016 and has been 
seen on multiple stages in the Twin 
Cities area since her move. She has 
appeared locally in Scotland, PA and 
Jelly’s Last Jam (Theater Latté Da); An 
American Tail and Milo Imagines the 
World (Children’s Theatre Company); 
Shrek, Mary Poppins and The Music 
Man (Artistry); Ordway Cabaret: Rise 
Up! (Ordway); and In the Green and 
Islander (Theatre Elision). In addition 
to performing, she is also the theatre 
advisor at Minneapolis Southwest High 
School and provides one-on-one acting 
coaching through her performance 
studio. More: deidrecochran.com.
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SASHA COOKE, 
MEZZO

Two-time Grammy Award-winning 
mezzo Sasha Cooke has sung at the 
Metropolitan Opera, San Francisco 
Opera, English National Opera, Seattle 
Opera, Opéra National de Bordeaux 
and Gran Teatre del Liceu, among 
other companies, and as soloist 
with over 100 orchestras worldwide, 
frequently in Mahler works. In 2022, 
she was appointed as co-director 
of the Lehrer Vocal Institute at the 
Music Academy of the West. In the 
2026–27 season, she appears with 
the Baltimore Symphony, Chicago 
Symphony, Hong Kong Philharmonic, 
London Symphony Orchestra and 
Orchestre National de France, among 
other ensembles, and with Opera 
Parallèle in Joby Talbot’s The Diving 
Bell and the Butterfly. She also joins 
guitarist Jason Vieaux to perform 
songs from Enrique Granados to 
Stephen Sondheim. Her recordings 
include Mahler’s Second Symphony 
with the Minnesota Orchestra and the 
Grammy-nominated how do I find you, 
showcasing contemporary song cycles 
written during the pandemic. More: 
imgartists.com, sashacooke.com.

SARAH HICKS, 
CONDUCTOR

Sarah Hicks, the Minnesota 
Orchestra’s principal conductor of 
Live at Orchestra Hall, has led a broad 
range of programs since joining the 
Orchestra as assistant conductor in 
2006, and has earned wide acclaim 
as a guest conductor in the U.S. and 
abroad. At the 2026 BBC Proms she led 
the BBC Philharmonic in a tribute to 
the film music of Alan Menken. Her 
notable projects here have included 
co-creating the Inside the Classics 
series and Sam & Sarah series with 
former Orchestra violist Sam Bergman 
and leading original productions 
with collaborators such as PaviElle 
French, Kevin Kling, Peter Rothstein, 
Robert Elhai, The Moving Company, 
NurD, The New Standards, Cloud Cult 
and Dessa—with whom Hicks and 
the Orchestra made a live-in-concert 
recording on Doomtree Records. 
During the Orchestra’s 2026–27 season 
she leads film music concerts of Star 
Wars: Return of the Jedi, Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban and 
Amadeus as well as performances with 
Ben Folds, Guster and Leslie Odom, Jr. 
More: minnesotaorchestra.org.

NOV      ARTIST PROFILES
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BRIAN NEWHOUSE, 
BROADCAST HOST   

For the performance on Friday, 
November 6, Brian Newhouse serves 
as host and writer of the Minnesota 
PBS and online livestream This Is 
Minnesota Orchestra. Newhouse hosted 
his first live Minnesota Orchestra 
radio broadcast in 1983, and for much 
of the next four decades welcomed 
Minnesota Public Radio listeners to 
the Orchestra’s concerts. Off-air, he 
became managing director of MPR’s 
classical programming, which reaches 
nearly five million listeners each week. 
With degrees in voice and English 
from Luther College, he had an active 
professional singing career alongside 
his work in radio and earned an MFA 
in creative writing from Hamline 
University, winning a Peabody Award 
for writing the radio documentary The 
Mississippi: River of Song. In 2020 he 
joined the Orchestra’s staff as associate 
vice president of individual giving, 
retiring at the end of 2024. In February 
2026, E.C. Schirmer published Dale 
Warland’s Choral Conducting: A Life of 
Building, edited by Newhouse.

ENRICO LOPEZ-YAÑEZ, 
CONDUCTOR

Enrico Lopez-Yañez is one of the most 
innovative and in-demand conductors 
in North America. He is the Dallas 
Symphony’s newly appointed creative 
director and principal conductor of 
pops and specials, and also serves 
as principal pops conductor of the 
Detroit and Pacific symphonies and 
principal guest conductor of pops at 
the Indianapolis Symphony. He was 
previously principal pops conductor of 
the Nashville Symphony. Highlights 
of his 2026–27 season include concerts 
with Aida Cuevas, Bernadette Peters, 
Idina Menzel, Megan Hilty, Cody Fry, 
Better Than Ezra, Mandy Gonzalez 
and Pepe Aguilar, as well as the 
New York Philharmonic, Baltimore 
Symphony and Cincinnati Pops. As 
a composer and arranger, he has 
written for artists such as Big Sean 
and Mariachi Los Camperos, and has 
been commissioned by the Baltimore, 
Detroit and Indianapolis symphonies. 
He is artistic director and co-
founder of Symphonica Productions, 
LLC, which develops pops, family 
and educational concerts. More: 
enricolopezyanez.com. 

NOV      ARTIST PROFILES
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JON KIMURA PARKER, 
PIANO 

Pianist Jon Kimura Parker, known 
for his charismatic and dynamic 
performances, has performed in 
major international venues including 
the Berlin Philharmonie and Beijing 
Concert Hall. Parker serves as artistic 
director of the Honens International 
Piano Competition, artistic advisor 
for the Orcas Island Chamber Music 
Festival and chairs the keyboard 
faculty at Rice University’s Shepherd 
School of Music. He was formerly 
creative partner for Summer at 
Orchestra Hall. An eclectic and 
collaborative artist, Parker has 
performed with Yo-Yo Ma, Susan 
Graham and Dessa, among others. 
He co-founded the Montrose Trio 
and toured Off the Score with 
Police drummer Stewart Copeland. 
A Gold Medalist at the 1984 Leeds 
International Piano Competition, 
Parker studied with Edward and Keiko 
Parker, Lee Kum-Sing, Marek Jablonski 
and Adele Marcus at Juilliard. He is 
an Officer of the Order of Canada and 
holds honorary doctorates from the 
University of British Columbia and the 
Royal Conservatory of Music. More: 
jonkimuraparker.com. 

JULIAN PELLICANO, 
CONDUCTOR

Known for his versatility across a 
broad spectrum of genres, dynamic 
interpretations and meticulous 
technique, American-Canadian 
conductor Julian Pellicano is a 
conductor with the National Ballet 
of Canada and music director of the 
Okanagan Symphony Orchestra. 
Passionate about the intersection of 
music and dance, he has conducted 
numerous classical and contemporary 
ballet productions. His film project 
credits encompass more than 40 
titles including Miloš Forman’s 
Amadeus, many films scored by John 
Williams, Fritz Lang’s Metropolis 
with its original 1927 score, as well as 
recent blockbusters and classic films. 
He has conducted orchestras and 
ballet companies in North America 
and abroad, including the Seattle 
Symphony, San Francisco Symphony, 
Vancouver Symphony, Hong Kong 
Ballet, and Orquestra Sinfônica de 
Porto Alegre, among many others. 
More: julianpellicano.com. 

ARTIST AND ENSEMBLE PROFILES      NOVNOV      ARTIST PROFILES
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PRESERVATION HALL  
JAZZ BAND

Throughout its history, New Orleans 
has been the point at which sounds 
and cultures from around the world 
converge, mingle and resurface. That 
idea is embodied in the Preservation 
Hall Jazz Band, which has held the 
torch of New Orleans music aloft 
for more than 65 years, all the while 
carrying it enthusiastically forward 
as a reminder that the history they 
were founded to preserve is a vibrantly 
living history. Its album So It Is 
redefines what New Orleans music 
means today by tapping into a sonic 
continuum that stretches back to the 
city’s Afro-Cuban roots, through its 
common ancestry with the Afrobeat 
of Fela Kuti and the Fire Music of 
Pharoah Sanders and John Coltrane, 
and forward to cutting-edge artists 
with whom the PHJB has shared 
stages, including Stevie Wonder, 
Elvis Costello, the Grateful Dead, 
Beck, the Foo Fighters, My Morning 
Jacket and the Black Keys. More: 
preservationhalljazzband.com.

DINIS SOUSA, 
CONDUCTOR 

Dinis Sousa is music director of Royal 
Northern Sinfonia and Founder and 
artistic director of Orquestra XXI, 
which he established in 2013 to unite 
Portuguese musicians pursuing 
international careers. Highlights of 
his work with Orquestra XXI include 
opening the Gulbenkian Foundation’s 
concert season and an acclaimed 
tour of Mahler’s Symphony No. 5. His 
2026-27 season with Royal Northern 
Sinfonia includes performances of 
Bach’s St. Matthew Passion and Elgar’s 
The Dream of Gerontius, and a cycle of 
Beethoven’s piano concertos with Alice 
Sara Ott, Stephen Hough and Elisabeth 
Leonskaja. On the opera stage he has 
led the Bergen Opera, Nevill Holt 
Opera and English National Opera. 
As a pianist he appeared in Morton 
Feldman’s Crippled Symmetry as 
part of the 2026 BBC Proms. He was 
appointed a Knight of the Order of 
Prince Henry in Portugal, and in 2023 
received the Critics’ Circle Young 
Talent (Conductor) Award. More: 
imgartists.com, dinissousa.com.

ARTIST AND ENSEMBLE PROFILES      NOVNOV      ARTIST PROFILES
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SCOTT TERRELL, 
CONDUCTOR  

Scott Terrell has built a major 
conducting career through 
imaginative programs, an engaging 
presence and a passion for artistic 
excellence. An ardent champion of 
new music and diverse repertoire, 
he serves as associate professor 
of orchestral studies, holding the 
Virginia Martin Howard Chair at 
Louisiana State University School of 
Music. He makes debuts this season 
with the National Repertory Orchestra, 
Oregon Symphony, Pacific Symphony 
and Nashville Symphony, while 
returning to the Utah Symphony, 
Colorado Symphony, Vancouver 
Symphony, Bogota Philharmonic, 
Rochester Philharmonic and Louisiana 
Philharmonic. Passionate about 
developing aspiring musicians, Terrell 
has served as a guest conductor and 
instructor at the Aspen Music Festival 
and taught internationally in Bulgaria 
and Austria. He was music director 
of the Lexington Philharmonic from 
2009–2019 and previously served as 
resident conductor of the Charleston 
Symphony and assistant conductor 
of the Minnesota Orchestra. More: 
imgartists.com, scottaterrell.com.

NOV      ARTIST PROFILES

NATHAN THATCHER, 
ARRANGER

Nathan Thatcher is a composer, 
arranger and author based in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. He has collaborated with 
a wide array of musicians including 
Nico Muhly, Shara Nova, Sufjan 
Stevens, Son Lux, Attacca Quartet, 
Caroline Shaw, Sarah Kirkland 
Snider, Chris Cerrone, the National, 
Andrew Bird, Daniel Wohl and Nadia 
Sirota, along with many others. His 
arrangements have been performed 
by the Kronos Quartet, Brooklyn Youth 
Chorus, the Knights and orchestras 
around the world. His work can be 
heard on the record Away by the band 
Okkervil River, in the recent movies 
Knives Out and Everything Everywhere 
All at Once, the new Broadway musical 
Illinoise, and currently in the 20th-
anniversary orchestral tour of Andrew 
Bird’s The Mysterious Production of 
Eggs. More: nthatcher.com.
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OSMO VÄNSKÄ, 
CONDUCTOR 

Minnesota Orchestra Conductor 
Laureate Osmo Vänskä, whose 
19-year tenure as the Orchestra’s 
music director concluded in 2022, 
is renowned internationally for his 
compelling interpretations of the 
standard, contemporary and Nordic 
repertoires. Vänskä’s recordings 
with the Orchestra include all of 
the Mahler, Sibelius and Beethoven 
symphonies, released by BIS Records 
on discs that earned a Grammy Award 
for Best Orchestral Performance and 
two additional Grammy nominations. 
Vänskä also led the ensemble on 
major tours to Cuba, Europe and 
South Africa. This season he appears 
with orchestras including the Tokyo 
Symphony Orchestra and Curtis 
Symphony Orchestra, with the latter 
including the world premiere of his 
own composition Circus of Life. He 
previously served as music director 
of the Seoul Philharmonic and 
Finland’s Lahti Symphony. He is also 
active as a clarinetist in chamber 
music settings, often with Minnesota 
Orchestra Concertmaster Erin Keefe. 
More: minnesotaorchestra.org, 
harrisonparrott.com.

NOV      ARTIST PROFILES

TJ YU, 
XYLOPHONE  

TJ Yu is a percussionist from 
Plymouth, Minnesota. Currently 
enrolled in his senior year at Wayzata 
High School, he plays tenor drums 
with the marching band, drum set for 
pit orchestra, and general percussion 
for concert band and percussion 
ensemble. He was a finalist in the 
2026 YPSCA Young People’s Concerto 
Competition. He has been a member 
of the Greater Twin Cities Youth 
Symphonies (GTCYS) program for 
five years, touring internationally 
with their flagship orchestra twice. 
He has studied under Robert Adney 
at MacPhail Center for Music for six 
years, as well as with Dr. Benjamin 
Yats in the Wayzata High School 
drumline. Yu’s favorite classical pieces 
and concertos include Copland’s Billy 
the Kid, Dvořák’s Cello Concerto and 
Emmanuel Séjourné’s Concerto for 
Marimba and String Orchestra. Other 
modern artists he enjoys listening 
to include Masayoshi Takanaka, the 
Cardigans and Clairo. His favorite 
percussion instrument is the Udu.

ARTIST PROFILES      NOV
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!
We are grateful to the generous donors whose Guaranty Fund gifts   

help sustain the Minnesota Orchestra each year.

PRESENTER’S CIRCLE
$100,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous 
Phillip Bohl  

in memory of Janet Bartels
C. Curtis Dunnavan*
Martha and Doug* Head
Charlie Johnson
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale
Al and Kathy Lenzmeier
Nancy and John Lindahl
Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Dr. Jennine and John* Speier
Margaret V.B. Wurtele

$50,000 – $99,999
Evan Carruthers
John W. Dayton
Dr. Stanley M. and  

Luella G. Goldberg
Rosemary and David* Good
Kathy* and John Junek
Lawrence Family Foundation / 

Dr. Mary and Jim Lawrence 
Linda and Warren Mack
Katie and Bill Miller
David and Leni Moore  

Family Foundation
Christina and Terry Schopfer
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks

$25,000 – $49,999
Darren Acheson and 

Carol Peterson
Trudi Anderson and Joseph Green
Julie and Doug Baker, Jr. 

Foundation  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Ruth and John Bergerson
Margee and Will Bracken
Gary B. Cohen
Ellie Crosby –  

The Longview Foundation
Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Michelle Fitzgerald and  

Jonathan Guyton
Sieglinde and Edward Grivna
Lorraine R. Hart
Thomas Herr and  

Kathryn Newsome-Herr
Arthur Higinbotham
Diane and Tony Hofstede

Cynthia and Jay Ihlenfeld
Angela and Patrick Mahoney
McVay Foundation
Cathy and John Muggee
Bob and Carolyn Nelson
Angela Pennington and  

W. Anders Folk
Jean and Robert* Spong
Miriam and James Stake
Dennis Stanton 
Charles L. Thiesenhusen, M.D.
Catherine R. and Steven Webster
Laurel and Frank* Winsor

$15,000 – $24,999
Susan and Richard Anderson
Mary Arneson, in memory of  

Dale Hammerschmidt 
Judee Arnstein and  

Michael Lindsay
Martha and Bruce Atwater
Lilia and Artur Bacu
Maria Bales
Annie and Jeff Betts
Rochelle and Jeff Blease
Brandl Family Giving Fund
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Kathleen and Paul Campbell
Karri and Mark Copman 
Joel and Mary Ann Elftmann
Kathleen O. Erickson
Camie and Jack Eugster
Terrance Fox
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Bill and Paula Glade
Cynthia Goplen and  

Michael Roos
Margot and Paul Grangaard
Laurie and Ed Greeno
The Gerald and Patrice Halbach 

Charitable Fund
David Hanson and  

William Biermaier
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
Karen and John Himle
Ruth and John Huss
Carmelle and Byron Jackson
Richard V. Johnson and  

Bonnie M. Johnson
Kemen Randall Charitable Fund
Karen and Lloyd Kepple
Margaret Kinney
Michael Klingensmith and  

Ruth Shields

Nivin and Duncan MacMillan 
Foundation

Mike and Mary Maeser
Michael Merrick
Sandy and Bob* Morris
Wendy Nelson
Paradis Family Fund
Ernest, Caryl and John Pierson
Clay and Meg Rudolph 
Karla Robertson
Mark and Mary Sigmond
Dr. Rick and Jean* Simmons
Charles Sorenson
Dee and Gordy Sprenger
Julie Howe Stewart
David Tweet
Linda Wallace
Carole and Rick* Wiederhorn
Trudy and John Wilgers
Martha Wren
Sri and Aks Zaheer

$10,000 – $14,999
Anonymous (4)
Jerry L. Artz
Jim and Karen Ashe 
William and Kristin* Bahl
Jeannine and Robert Befidi
Dr. and Mrs. Ford Watson Bell
Barry Berg and Walter Tambor
Amy Braford Whittey
Michael and Carol Bromer
Rodney and Barbara Burwell 

Family Foundation
Richard and Mari Carlson
Rosemary T. Dahl
Richard and Lucille DeRemee
John Dunbar and Maggie Helms
Cathy and Jack* Farrell
FRIENDS of the Minnesota 

Orchestra
Martha Gabbert
George Family Foundation
Penny and Bill George
MaryAnn Goldstein and  

David Benditt
Joan Gram
Karen and David Grandstrand
Jane and David Gregerson
Roger Gross and Mary Dunnavan
Crystal and Jerome Hamilton
The John and Cynthia Hart Fund
Milla and Phil Isaacson
Nancy and William Jones
Barbara Jordan

We are grateful to the generous donors whose Guaranty Fund gifts  
help sustain the Minnesota Orchestra each year.
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John and Kris Kaplan
Nancy and Bob* Kloehn
Eric D. Levinson
Holly MacDonald and  

John Orbison
Kelly McQueen
Charles and Carolyn Meyer
Anne W. Miller
Jennifer Melin Miller and  

David Miller
Martin Lueck and Mallory Mullins
Monica Murphy
Mike and Linda Murrell
Cory Nelson
Marilyn L. Nelson
Tom Newton
Cindy and Cully Olmanson
David and Karen Olson  

Family Foundation
Tamrah and Stephen O’Neil
Marri M. Oskam
Mike and Eileen Ostrem
Heidi and Dick Poey
Mary Pohlad
Remele Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Lois and John Rogers
Abigail Rose and Michael J. Blum
Kathy Ross
Breia and Ben Schleuss
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
Katie Simpson and Ken Brooks
Jacqueline Smith
Mary and Greg Sumners
Thomas Tape
Barbara J. Telander
Gregg Thomas and Carol Downie
Judy and Paul Trump
Roz Tsai and Chen Wong
Robert and Katherine Tunheim
Osmo Vänskä and Erin Keefe
Trish and Ed Vaurio
David Watkins
James Zeese and  

William Herrmann

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE
$7,500 – $9,999
Anonymous (1)
Dennis Albrecht 
Hue and Tim Alexander 
Bruce T. Anderson
Mary Kay Arthur
George and Denise Bergquist
Shari and David* Boehnen
Jonathan and Terry Boksberger
Dr. Krzysztof Burhardt and  

April L. Spas
Gisela Corbett and Peter Hyman
Charles A. Geer Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
William H. Halverson
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung
Tim and Karen Klevar

Claire Givens and Andrew Dipper 
Lynn A. Glesne
John and Barbara Goergen
William Goetz
Joseph and Deirdre Haj
Burt Hara,  

in loving memory of Julie Hara
Drs. Greg and Angie Hatfield
Drs. Gordon Haugan and  

Mary Meyer
Deborah Healey
Polly Henderson
David Hilden and Julie Railsback
Linda Hoeschler and  

Peter Blyberg
Jon and Beverly Holt
Dorothy J. Horns and  

James P. Richardson
Fran* and Arthur Horowitz
Dr. Charles Horwitz
Sondra W. Howe,  

in memory of Robert B. Howe
Sally Hwang
Neil and Anne Jeddeloh
Chuck and Kathleen Kauffman
Warren and Patty Kelly
Melissa and Peter Kim
Andrea and Robert Kircher
Kopp Family Foundation
Cleo Kriesel
Connie and Bruce Langager
Dianne and Daniel* Latham
Darlene and David Lee
Gordon E. Legge and  

Wendy Willson Legge
Ilo and Margaret Leppik
Fern D. Letnes
Sheila and Stephen Lieberman
Helen E. and Daniel T. Lindsay* 

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

John R. Litch
Charles Loban
Dave and Peggy Lucas
Carol Ann and Harvey Mackay
Helmut and Mary Maier
Mary and Brenda
William and Carolynne Mathis
James and Jane Matson
Mary and Ron Mattson
Lucy C. Mitchell –  

The Longview Foundation
Ann and Alfred Moore
Judith Moore
Kate and David Mortenson
Katherine Murphy
NaLa Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Curt D. Nelson
Chris and Priscilla Nielson
Donald G. and Beverly J. Oren 

Charitable Gift Fund
Dawn and Tim Ostrem in memory 

of Kathryn Cunningham
Anne and John Polta

Lindsay J. Kruh
Marlys and Robert Melius
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Noah and Beth Ann Monsen
Tom and Conchy Morgan
Thomas Otto
Patricia Ploetz
Thomas D. and Nancy J. Rohde
Lauren and Peter Routhier
Jody Strakosch and Bill Umscheid
James D. Torbert
Dr. Jorge Velosa and  

Dr. Chris Sigurdson

$5,000 – $7,499
Anonymous (2)
Mark and Leslie Aksomitas
JoAnn and Tom Ambrose
John Ankeny and Virginia Lupo
Karen Bachman 
Allen and Andra Barnard
In memory of June and  

Sid Barrows
Ivy and Mark Bernhardson
Elizabeth and Joseph Brama
Christopher and Tiffany Brand
Jan Breyer
Carolyn* and Bob Brix
Tyrone* and Delia Bujold
Jean and Bruce Carlson
Phillip M. and Cheryl A. Carlson
Dr. Emmett F. Carpel and 

Katherine Meehan
Collins and Barbara Cavender
James Chase
Chosy Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Susan Crockett
David and Kitty* Crosby
Gary R. Cunningham
Greg and Kim Cunningham, 

in memory of Kathryn 
Cunningham

Thomas* and Mary Lou Detwiler
Hyacinth Diehl
The Family of Mary Louise Dresser*
Jayne and Jim Early
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Stembler
Chip and Vicki Emery
James and Elizabeth Ericksen
Lee Ann and Jeff Ettinger
Sally and Michael Feder
Mina Fisher and Fritz Nelson
Daniel and Carol Frenning
Eugene U. and Mary F. Frey  

Family Fund  
of The Saint Paul Foundation

James and Julie Gasper
Leland and Beverly Gehrke
Steve Gentile, in memory of 

William C. Hendrickson
Michael and Gretchen Gillis
Joline Gitis and Dr. Steven Miles
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Mary Ella Pratte and  
David Donahoo

Segwald and Martha Reckdahl
Beth and Mark Robbins
William and Sue Roberts
Rich Rolfs and  

Mary Zygmunt-Rolfs
Kamas and Carlye Rooney
Lisa Rovick and Bruce Simpson
Peter J. Rue
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Miriam Rykken Schulz and  

John Schulz
Donald E. Ryks and  

Mary Anne Ryks
Linda and Steven Sandvig
Shirley* and Michael Santoro
Richard Schmitter
Bonnie Scott
Carol and Rick Seaberg
Gale Sharpe
Marlene and Thomas 

Shaughnessy
Dr. Phyllis Sher
Rebecca and John Shockley
William and Marcelyn Smale
Hillary and Jeffrey Smedsrud
Peter Spokes
Chichi Steiner and Tom Rassieur
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Dr. Phillip and Jessica 

Stoltenberg
Anthony Thein
Timothy J. Thorson
Mary Hershberger Thun and 

David Thun
Jennifer Twaddle and  

Jeremy Warring 
Tom and Bonnie Umhoefer
Stephanie C. Van D’Elden
Ellen and Jim van Iwaarden
Leslie and Robert Wander
Dee Weaver
Barbara C. White
Betty Ann and Cornie Wiens
Marion and Dave* Williams
Eleanor and Fred Winston –  

The Longview Foundation
Rear Admiral Ray C.* and  

Jean K. Witter
Sandra and Dale Wucher

PRINCIPALS’ CIRCLE 
$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous (8)
Peggy Abram
Ronald L. Abrams and  

Joanne B. Rogin-Abrams
Frank and Barb Abramson
Sara Viker Althoff and Terry Althoff
Suzanne Ammerman
Don and Rose Andersen
Elaine Anton

Nina Archabal,  
in memory of Ken Freed

Eldon & Catherine* Arden
Martha Goldberg Aronson and 

Daniel Aronson
Annette Atkins
Josephine (Jodi) M. Bahl
Karen Baker
Janet and Mary Balej
Muriel J. Bebeau
Nanette Beckley
Elisabeth Bennett
Sue Bennett
Russ and Becky Bierbaum
Jane R. Blanch
Ellen Bogardus-Szymaniak
David and Patricia Borchert
Jeff Bowar
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Fredric and Deborah Bremseth
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
Yvonne Cheek and Mike Kirkwood
Paul and Edna Christopherson 

Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Arnold Chu and I-ming Shih
Andrew Compton and  

Melissa Grette-Compton
Paula Cooney and Aldo Walker
Derek Cunz
Ted and Carol Cushmore  

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Ken and Linda Cutler
The Kelm Foundation
Mary Delaney
Steve and Janet Dietrich
Mary Dolan –  

The Longview Foundation
Joyce and Hugh Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
John J. Erickson
Alexa and Stephen Fang
Cathie and Jerry* Fischer
Jordan and Jenny Focht
Patricia R. Freeburg
John and Karen Froelich
Linda M. Funk
Ellen Gallagher
Joyce and Charles Gauck
Lisa Gault
Ken and Lynn Gilmore
Jennifer Gross
Mary and Thomas Gross
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Guerino
Dr. James and Dorothy Halverson
Rieke and Craig Hankins
Bea and Ron Hasselmann
Dr. Elisabeth Heefner
Linda and Jeffrey Hernes
Judith and Walter Hinck
Paul and Carol Hinderlie
Barbara Holmes
Penny Hunt
Sally and David Hyslop

Garin Ipsen
Cathryn and Dale Jacobson
Frank and Roxy Janezich
Ann Jennen and Bruce Jacobs
Lori Johnson and James MacKay
Mary Jordan
Kelly and Hans Kabat
Jeanie and Paul Kaeding
Edward and Irene Kaplan
Janice and Robert Keefe
Kate Kelly and Todd Katopodis
Rosemary M. Kessler
Nancy and Jared Kieling
Karen and Stephan Kistler
David J. Klaiber
Brian Kleinke and Erin Winchell
Nita Krevans
Barbara and Robert Kueppers
Kristi LaLonde
Julie Lange
Benjamin and Ruth Leadholm
Anne and Charles Leck
Dr. Ignatius Lee
Sally and Ernest Lehmann  

Family Fund, in memory of 
Sally Lehmann

Helen and Ralph Levitt
Winnie and Keith Lindstam
John Lindstrom
Mark and Becky* Lystig
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Karen Margolis and  

Robert Simonds
John and Mary Anne Mauriel
Barbara McBurney
Sam* and Patty McCullough
Martha L. McCusker and  

Stephen K. Shuman
Douglas and Karen McElrath
Anne McKinsey, in memory of 

Mary Earl McKinsey
Mary and Bob Mersky
Stephen and Margaret Meyers
Mike and Carol Milligan
Beverly Montgomery
Sheila Morgan
Joon and Jim Mornes
Jean and Don Mueting
Shelly and Brian Murray
Gillian and Roy Myers
Claire and Gary Nelson
Paul and Terry Nelson
Newell Wiese Family Fund
Richard and Joan Newmark
David and Valerie Pace
Richard Palmer, in memory of 

Elizabeth Palmer Meisinger 
and Ruta Palmer

Susan J. Perkins
Ellen Perl* and Franklin Noel 
Gary N. and Barbara J. Petersen
David and Helen* Peterson
Joseph Petrick and Janet Boss
Nancy and James Proman
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Beth Rapier and Tony Ross
Shawn Rockler, in memory of 

Sheldon Rockler 
Sandra Bemis Roe
Barbara and David Roen
Tamara and Michael Root
Burton G. Ross and  

Cynthia Rosenblatt Ross Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Luke Schallinger
Jon Schasker* and  

Deborah Carlson
Liesl Schindler
Jodi, Lizzie and Dick Schwegman
Buddy Scroggins and  

Kelly Schroeder
Emily and Dan Shapiro
Susan and Lawrence Sheets
Carolyn Shrewsbury
Craig and Mariana Shulstad
Grant Silewski
Richard and Mary Jo* Skaggs
Jacquelyn and Alex Slepak
Schele and Phil Smith
Eric and Mary Snustad
Daniel Spiller
Steven and Gwen Starr
George* and Betty Kay Stein
Robert and Sandra Stein
William and Mary Steinbicker
Dr. John and Jennifer 

Stoltenberg
Marcia and John Stout
Mary J. Streitz
Irene Suddard
John L. Sullivan Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Shane Swanson
Marsha and Gary* Tankenoff
Mayer and Elizabeth Tapper
Murray Thomas and  

Stephen Davis
Thomas Allen Gregory* and 

Françoise deRochefort 
Thompson

Barbara N. Thorkelson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
Ross Tolbert
Louise A. Town, M.D.
Dawn Uribe
Sharon Van Dyck and Rick Kelber
Patricia and Douglas Vayda
John Velin and Jane Harper
Paula Vesely
Carl Voss
Kate and Vince Walker
Kimberly and Peter Walsh
Dr. Patrick Warfield and  

Kirsten Lies-Warfield
William and Barbara Welke
Rev. Don Allan Wells*
Pamela R. Weston
Lawrence and Sherri Wick
John* and Nedra Wicks

John Willoughby and  
Kelly Morrison

John Windhorst
Barbara Winthrop
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Deborah Wright,  

in memory of Katie
Douglas and  

Laurinda Sager Wright
Drs. G. Kevin Zhang and  

Anna Y. Hsu

CONCERTMASTER’S 
CIRCLE
$1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous (30)
Kathryn and Roger Aagard
Alden and Elizabeth (Bette) 

Abraham Charitable Gift Fund
John and Cheryl Adolphson
James and Anne Afdahl
Doug Affinito Charitable Gift Fund
Susan and Jim Ahrens
Janet Albers
Rebecca Albers
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Jeff Anderson - House of Note
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Steven Anderson and  

Barbara Randolph-Anderson
Linda Andrews
Brett and Kristen Angel
Augustine Family Charitable Fund
Michael and Yoshie Babcock
Jennifer and Paul Bagdade
Carole and Doug* Baker
Kendall Baker
Jason and Allison Bakke
Charlie and Allison Ballentine
Barker Knuth Foundation
Thomas and Jill Barland
J. Michael Barone
Jim and Allison Barosko
Steven Bartleson and  

Janis Nicolay
Linda and Peter Bartling 
James and Sandra Bates
Frank Bennett
Mary Anne* and Donald Bennett
Thomas and Margit Berg
Chip and LuAnn Berglund
Nancy Bergman
Scott Berney
Randy and Marcy Betcher
Denise and Jon Beusen
Carolyn Bisson and Richard Miller
Bengtson-Bjork Charitable Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Clara Bleak
Susan J. Blumentals
Janet Kelly Bohan
Dean Borghorst
Andy Brehm

Tom Brix
Ronnie and Roger Brooks
Nancy S. Brown
John and Nancy Bruggeman
Kristen Bruya and Andy Chappell
A.S. Buchanan
Vicki Bunker
Mary Lou Burdick
Dr. Andrew and Sherilyn Burgdorf
Christine Buss
Sean Cain
Martha A. and Ronald F. Caldwell
Anne Wright Campbell
Sandra and Gary Campbell
Joan and Gary Capen
Erin and Tim Carlson
Rob Carlson and Gregg Larson
Ruth and Alan* Carp
Mary Lou Judd Carpenter
Linda Caruthers
Alice Cederberg
Niels Chapman
Anne Cheney and Stuart Mitchell
Ann and Bruce Christensen
Eugene and Kay* Christenson
Dean* and Patricia Clarke
Susan Clift
Joan Cochran and  

Matthew Crellin
Doris Cogelow
James A. and  

Elizabeth A. Cogswell
Melissa Cohen Silberman and 

Sheldon Silberman
Mr. Ogden Confer
Dr. James and Roberta Craig
Mary Croft
John Cushing and Martha Joy
Jeffrey and Dawn Daehn
Mr. Peter Dahlberg
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Sharon M. Danes and  

Bob Milligan
Linda and Philip Dech
Susan H. DeNuccio
Nina and Anthony DiAngelis
Dennis J. Dietzler, Esq.
Daniel and Margaret Donoghue
Larry and Janet Douglas
John and Maureen Drewitz
Ruth S. Duffy
Abby and Adam Duininck
Joel Dunning
Ryan Dwyer
Brian and Dana Easley
Laura and Tim Edman
Suzanne Edwards
Catherine Egenberger
Brad and Cindy Eggen
Greg Eiss
The Ekdahl Hutchinson  

Family Fund
Tracy Elftmann
Elizabeth and Herodotos Ellinas
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Evelyn Emerson
Jane Emison
Tom Emmert and Tom Rosen
Jim and Joy Erickson
Michael and Diane Feldman
Rev. Ann Fenlason
Nicole Fetter
Renae Fiecas
Dennis and Joyce Findley
Wanda Fingalson
The Connie Foote Family Fund
Karen Ford
Silas and Vicki Ford
David Foster and Karen Grewe
Salvatore Silvestri Franco
Frush Family Foundation,  

Jeffrey and Mary Frush
Jim and Bobbi Gahlon
Mary and Jay Gallagher
Nancy Geiger
Douglas Geston
Steven Gibson
Peter and Mary Gilbertson
Dorothy Gjerdrum and  

Bernie Burnham
Robert and Carolyn Goedken
Lynn E. Goodwyne
Steve Gordon and  

Mary “Pat” Gavan-Gordon
Mary Graf
Dr. Todd Grant and  

Debra Nelson-Grant
Myra Greenberg  

Family Foundation
Diana Griffiths
Stephanie and Christian Grimm
Elizabeth and James Grimmer
Jaime Pedraza and  

Stephen Gronewold
Paula and Michael Gross
Amy Groszbach and  

Dr. John O’Brien
Jane L. Grunklee
Jean Christianson Grussing and 

Bruce D. Grussing Family Fund
Robert and Julie Guelich
Ellen Guerin
Bruce and Judith Hadler
James and Kathleen Haglund
Heather and Nils Halker
Donald and Marion Hall
Ken and Suanne Hallberg
Mark and Lana Halldorson
Patricia L. Hanauer
Gail and Stuart Hanson
Liesl Hargens and Scott Wilson
Granville Harlow
Todd Hartman
Thomas Hatch and  

Stacy Mattingly
Don Helgeson* and Sue Shepard
Diane and John Herman
The Spiller L’Chaim Fund
William Hession
Carrie and Richard Higgins
Rich and Jodi Hill

Lynn and Steven Hodulik
Shirley Hogan
Jake Holdreith and  

Laurie Hartman
Susie Osaki Holm and  

Mark Dale Holm, MD
Karen Lundmark Holmes
Marsha Holmes and  

Matthew Switzer 
Jean McGough Holten
Stanley and Jane Hooper
Andy Horstman and Mary Perry
Marylyn and Kent Howe
Michael Huck
Joseph and Katharine Huebsch
Carlton Hunke* and Kate Haugen
Hugh and Glenda Huston
Nancy Hylden and  

Peter McLaughlin
Steven and Barbara Isaacson
Andrea and Gary* Iseminger
Brian Jacobs
Dr. Pamela Jaworski and  

Paul Maus
The Jeffs
Kathy and Roy Jenson
Sue Jerutis
Audrey Aronson Johnson
Guy and Jean Johnson
Mick and Susan Johnson
Paul R. Johnson and  

Jane L. Hogan
Russell and Susan Johnson
Sharon and Fredrik Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Richard Kain and  

Katherine Simon Frank
Georgia and Joe Kandiko
Dr. Martin and Carole Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Paul P. Karos
Marilyn and John Kemme
Mary and Steven Kennedy
Charlyn Kerr
William Kindler
Monica King, PhD
Steve King and Susan Boren
Kathryn Klibanoff and  

Jeremy Edes Pierotti
Susan Kressin and James Radtke
Judith Krow and David MacMillan*
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and 

Michael Walsh*
Kumagai Family Fund  

of the Minneapolis Foundation
James Kunz
Harold and Grace Kurtz Fund
Carol Lacey
James and Lorraine LaRoy
Carol A. Larson
Kenyon S. Latham
John Lawyer
Tom and Sue Leaf
Darlene Lee
Karen S. Lee
Ruth and David Legvold
Ruth Lemire

Irving and Gwen Lerner
Daniel R. Leslie and  

Bonnie S. Leslie
Jon and Lisa Merklin Lewis
Patricia Libbey
Jeffrey Locke
George Logan
Carl and Evangeline Lundstrom
Sarah Lutman
Brian Maass
Karen and Alex MacMurdo
John Madura
R. Hugh and Nancy Magill
Stephen and Kathi Austin Mahle
Franck and Amy Marret
Stephanie and Phillip Martineau
Susan and Gary Martland
Lawrence and Paulette Massa
Phyllis Mattill
Joseph Matula
Kay and Mike* McCarthy
Mary McCary
Candace McClenahan
Meredith and Colin McCowan
Stephanie McDonald
Susan and Tom McGuire
Barbara McLane and  

Thomas Blegstad
Donn and Bonnie McLellan
Mary H. and J. Milo Meland 

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Tom Melchior
Lysle E. Meyer
William C. Michaelis and  

Ellory Christianson
Dr. Tim Miley and Dr. Mary Miley
David Miller,  

in memory of Mary Dew
James Miller
Joan Miller and Wayne Thomson
John W. Miller, Jr.
Linda Miller and Paul Bruer
Jim Miner and John Easton*
Jannell Mohn
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Moller
Susan Moore and Douglas Winn
Inar and Susan Morics
Chris and Jack Morrison
Carolyn Mueller
George E. Muellner
Paul Muldoon
Mary and Peter Mulier
David Munn and Linda Luksan
Patty and David Murphy  

Family Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Gwen and Mason Myers
Jeff N. and John F.
Sarah L. Nagle
James Nastoff
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Neal, Jr.
Marybeth Nelson
Sue and Doug Nelson 
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
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Win and Christie Neuger  
Family Foundation

Kurt and Sandra Niederluecke
Bruce and Judy Norback
Donald Nordstrom
Bud and Karen Nordstrom
John and Patricia Nyman
Marjorie Nyquist, in memory of  

R. Stanford Nyquist
Eugene and Julia Ollila
Curt Olsen and  

Jayne Haugen Olsen
Geoffrey Olson
Neil and Gail Olszewski
Helen Onufrak 
Iven Ose
Mary Claire Owen
Derrill Pankow and Al Bradley
Sotirios Parashos and  

Christina Phill
Paul Park
Mary and David Parker  

Family Trust
Robert and Julie Paschke
Mary and Terry Patton
Marcia Peck and  

David Kamminga
Suzanne and Richard Pepin
Silvia and Marcelo Perez
Ann and Bob Perkins
Jane Persoon
Neal Peterson and  

Deanna Thompson
Thomas Peterson
Ben and Christine Phelps
Kay Phillips and  

Jill Mortensen Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Anne D. Pick
Pieh Family Fund of Willmar Area 

Community Foundation
Mark and Janet Pladson
Anita and James Platt
David and Susan Plimpton
Marilyn Pyle
Akshay Rao
Dr. Laura Rathe
Martha Reed
Gail Reich
Barbara Reid
Bonnie Reiland
Lori Ricke and Eric Dunn
Bonnie and Tim Rietz
Jane Riley-Koll
Martha Roberts
Bonnie Roed
Peg Roessler and Loren Sinning
Kathy and Patrick Romey
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Barbara L. Rossow
David and Kathy Rothenberger
Jay and Barbara Rothmeier
John and Susan Ryan
Carol and Ron Rydell
Jan and Richard Sandberg
Arne and Dyanne Sather

Julie Schlueter
E. Nick and Karen Schmit
Bernie Schmitt*
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Kenneth Schram
Tom and Patty Schrickel
Carl Schroeder
Dr. Judith Scoville
Kathryn Sedo and Scott Beers
Althea M. Sell, in memory of 

William Dean Sell
John and Jana Severtson
Sarah Shapiro
David Shea, in memory of  

Gerry H. Shea
Linda and Tom Sheran
Morris Sherman and  

Marilyn Marker
Jack and Brenda Sielaff
Judy Simmons
James Skakoon
Dr. David and Dr. Vivien Smith
Diana Smith
Dr. James and Joanne Smith
Linda and J. Patrick Smith
James and Melissa Snelson
Beth Snyder-Jones
Ardath Solsrud
Marilyn Dahlen Somdahl
Curtis and Louise Speller
Daleen Stamas
Jon and Roxanne Stender
George and Janet Stevens
Scott and Debbie Stevens
Charles and Paula Streiff
Suzanne Swanson
Kathleen Sweetman and  

Jim Waight
Dr. Gregory T. and  

Jeanette Swenson
Jerry Swenson
Lester and Darlene Swenson
Judith Tarabek
Jean Taylor
Patricia Taylor
Kaimay and Joseph Terry
Dr. Marcia Thoen
Dr. Andrew J. Thomas
Jennifer and David Thomas
Kay A. Thomas and  

James W. Rustad
Jean Thomson
John Toso and Janet Johnshoy
Gerri Toyama
Bennett Trochlil
Eric J. Trosdahl and Larry Loyer
Carol and Lynn Truesdell
Bette Vandersteen
Nick and Linda VanDuzee
Tom Veitch
Marybeth and David Vigeland
John Vilandre
Linda Wadsworth and Bob Downs
Karla K. Wagner
Michael A. Wagner
Bernie* and Jan Wagnild 

John Wald and  
Marianne T. Remedios

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle G. Ward
Keith and Barbara Watschke
Suzanne and Hugh Watson
Richard Weber
Paul Wehling
Stephen and Carey Weiler
Casey Wells
Chris and Jill Westermeyer
Tom and Nancy Willette
Lani Willis and Joel Spoonheim
Estelle Winiecki
Ivan and Michelle Winship
Nancy and Greg Winter
Jim Wise and  

Linnea Stromberg-Wise
Peg and Dick* Woellner
Rita Wolf
Nicole and Kirt Woodhouse
Winifred Wu and Robert Lund
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Judy Zaunbrecher
Terry Zickrick
Jeanne and Ron Zirbel

*In Remembrance

These listings are current as of August 14, 
2026. If your name has been inadvertently 
omitted or incorrectly listed, please 
accept our apology and contact the 
Development department at 612-371-
5600 or at support@mnorch.org.

For information on giving at these or  
other levels, please call Bonnie Marshall 
at 612-371-7122 or visit our website at 
minnesotaorchestra.org/waystogive.
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Anonymous (44)
Mary Adams
Sally M. Ahlcrona*
Dennis Albrecht
Meredith B. Alden*
Colleen and Dennis Alme*
Dr. Thomas and Donna Alt
Mary Alverson
Donald Amundson
Karen L. Anderson and  

Dr. Karol L. Jensen*
Frances V. Anderson*
Kenneth Gene Anderson*
Marilyn Avis Anderson
Trudi Anderson and  

Joseph Green
Elizabeth S. Andrews*
Mrs. DeWalt Ankeny, Sr.*
John Ankeny and Virginia Lupo
John and Constance Anthony
Evelyn and Stuart Lane Arey*
Susan and Lloyd Armstrong
Jerry L. Artz
William G. Asp*
Howard B. Atkin, M.D.
Elisabeth M. Ayers-Diemke*
Karen Bachman
Carole and Doug* Baker, Sr.
Edward* and Karen Baker
Julie M. and Douglas M. Baker, Jr.
Rosalyn and Michael Baker*
Mrs. Edward L. Bakewell, Jr.*
Janet Elizabeth Balej
Maria G. Bales
Allen and Andra Barnard
Bernard D. Barton*  

in honor of Doris Barton
Jill and Christine Bartyzal
Sandra and James Bates
Richard S. Bauder*
Paul and Ruth Bauhahn*
Charles Baxter
Atherton and Winifred Bean*
Elinor Watson Bell*
Thomas D. Bell*
Mr. and Mrs. Judson Bemis*
Catherine Joan Benson
Marilyn C. Benson*
Ruth M. and Howard H. Berg*
Paul R. Berndt*
Scott Berry and Kate Johnson
Arlene M. Besemann*
Annie and Jeff Betts
Bruce and Arline Beutel*
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bicknell*
Robert and Rebecca Binder
Janis* and Susan Blumentals
Phillip Bohl and Janet Bartels*

Emily and Charles Boigenzahn
Bob Boldt* 
Karen Bolstad*
Joan Bond*
Penny Bond and Chuck Grimsrud*
Edward H. Borkon*
Dr. Gordon A. Braatz
Margaret and William Bracken
Robert D. Brendsel*
Dianne Brennan
Larry and Ellen Marie Brentzel
Christopher and Nancy Brewster
Ralph and Mary Brindle
David R. Brink*
Bob* and Gail Brinkworth
Cynthia Eddy Britt*
Bob and Carolyn* Brix
Dave and Lonnie Broden
Carol and Michael Bromer
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence K. Bros*
Aaron Brown
Susan J. Bruce*
Dr. Richard Brunning*
Tyrone* and Delia Bujold
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
Katherine* and Michael Busch
James P. Callahan*
Janet Callahan
Bruce and Marsha Campbell
Joan and Gary Capen
Deborah Carlson
June Carlson and  

Katherine Carlson*
Richard and Mari Carlson
Leonard G. and Geraldine K. 

Carpenter*
Tom and Nicky Carpenter*
Richard Casement
Keith and Dona Caswell*
Mark and Robin Caufman
William and Nancy* Child
Judith A. Christensen*
Dr. Nadia Christensen*
Katherine Christoffel*
The Paul Christopherson Family*
Richard M. Cisek*
Dave and Carolyn Cleveland
Dr. and Mrs. John I. Coe*
Barbara Cohen
Robert Collins
Dave Colwell*
Elizabeth Cook*
Diane and Stanley Coombes
James P. Corson*
Michael and Catherine Crane
Alyce Mae Cranston*
Tom* and Ellie Crosby, Jr.
Marion Cross*

Charles and Kathy Cunningham*
Steven J. Curnow
Andrew Czajkowski 
Stephanie Daily and  

James Hughes
Ann M. David*
Tom E. Davis
Sharon Davison*
Kenneth N. and Julia W. Dayton*
Cy and Paula DeCosse
John and Sanja DeGarmo
Vi Victoria Deiro*
Laura Delavie
Carol and Charles M. Denny, Jr.*
Merlin* and Barbara Dewing
William C. and Corinne J. Dietrich*
Arline B. Dimond*
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Dixon*
Keith M. and Linda M. Donaldson
Esther B. Donovan*
Ernest F. Dorn*
Edna C. Downing*
Carl B. Drake, Jr.*
Family of Mary Louise Dresser*
Holly Beth Duevel
Mary Beth Eagan
Morris and Marcia Eaton
Mary Anne Ebert and  

Paul Richard Stembler
Jean R. Eckerly*
Sally Economon*
Dr. Hugh and Joyce Edmondson
Randall M. Egan
Jill and Jonathan Eisenberg
Kent and Katherine Eklund
Dr. E. Duane and Marlene* 

Engstrom
James E. Ericksen*
John J. Erickson
Harry and Nancy Ervin*
Dr. Dan and Marilyn Erwin*
Pamela Étienne-Planche*
William Etter
Emogene Becker Evans*
Tom* and Corrine Feinberg
George A. Ferguson III
Mary Ann Feldman*
Gertrude Hill Ffolliott
Catherine C. Finch*
Birdie and Bob Fischer*
Donna Fiterman*
Mary Goff Fiterman*
Mr.* and Mrs. Henry Flesh
Teena Fletcher*
Matthew* and Marcia Floding
Victoria Fodor
Clifford C. Fortin, Ph.D.*
Charles and Tanya Foster*

THE LAUREATE SOCIETY
The Laureate Society recognizes those who have included the  

Minnesota Orchestra in their estate plans.
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Terrance L. Fox
Clarence G. Frame*
Salvatore S. Franco
Leland and Marles Frankman
Shirley M. Frederick*
Dr. Daniel H. and Carol S. Frenning
Adele A. and Donald E. Garretson*
Michael Gast and  

Joan Christenson
Charles and Joyce Gauck
Regis F. Gaudet*
Leland and Beverly Gehrke
Lois and Larry Gibson*
Emma Gilbert*
Marvin and Randy Gilman*
Meg and Wayne Gisslen
Bill and Paula Glade
Barbara E. Glas
Dr. Marvin E. Goldberg*
Dr. Stanley M. and Luella G. 

Goldberg
John and Lynn Goodwyne
Dr. Fred Gordon*
Polly B. Gordon
Steve Gordon and  

Mary “Pat” Gavan-Gordon
Robert and Ellen Green*
Laurie and Ed Greeno
Jane and David Gregerson
Thomas Allen Gregory* and 

Françoise deRochefort 
Thompson

Myrtle C. Grette*
George Grim*
Marjorie* and Joseph Grinnell
N. Bud and Beverly Grossman*
Joel M. Grover
Jane L. Grunklee
Ellen Guerin
Marise Evadne Gustafson*
Michelle Hackett
Evelyn Sonnack Halverson*
William H. Halverson
Antonia Hamilton
Dale Hammerschmidt* and  

Mary Arneson
Ruth Evarts Hanold*
Donald T. Hansen*
Deborah Hanson
Joan Hanson*
Lynn C. Hartmann, M.D. and  

Mary E. Johnson
In memory of Gertrude C. Hartung
Stella J. Hawkinson*
Heidi and Chris Hedberg
John and Jean Hedberg*
Reid and Cheryl Hegland
Roy P. and Barbara L. Heinrich
Kris and David Henderson
John D. Herman
Fredrick J. Hey* and  

Toney Frampton*
Arthur E. Higinbotham
Shelly Hilgers
Karen and John Himle
Walt and Judy Hinck

Leonard and Mary Lou Hoeft*
Susan Jane Fey Hoffe*
Al Hoffman*
Diane and Tony Hofstede
Gertrude Hognander*
Orville C. Hognander, Jr.*
Nancy J. Holland*
Cara Gould Holmberg and  

David Holmberg
Karen Lundmark Holmes
Spencer and Nancy* Holmes
Deborah L. Hopp
Norma L. Hovden*
Bradley A. Hoyt
Kenneth Huber and  

Stephen Jon Hamilton
Bill Huebsch and Mark Hakomaki
Hella Mears Hueg*
David and Wonhi Hurd
David and Sally Hyslop
Elizabeth J. Indihar*
Andrea and Gary* Iseminger
Brian E. Jacobs
Dale and Cathryn Jacobson
Janice Jacobson*
Sherry H. James* and  

James B. Preus*
Truman* and Leila Jeffers
Mrs. Blair Jenness*
Charlie Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Einar O. Johnson*
Dr. and Mrs. Frank E. Johnson*
Gregory and Mary Johnson
Gustave F. Johnson*
Jerry Johnson and Larry Montan
Klara Johnson*
Lori Johnson and James MacKay
Margaret L. Johnson
Marshall and Barbara Johnson
Mary and Ray Johnson*
Paul C. Johnson, Jr.*
Suzanne M. Johnson
James W. and Connie L. Johnston
Inky Johnstone*
Charmaine H. Jones
Gail M. Jones*
Lorna Jones*
Barbara A. Jordan
Charles R. and Sally B. Jorgensen*
Kathy* and John Junek
Richard Y. Kain
Drs. Scott and Julie Kammer
Dr. Markle and Charlotte Karlen*
Jeannine and Bill Karnes*
Laurie E. Karnes
David and Barbara Kearn
Mary Keithahn*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Keller*
Kearnan Kelly
Warren and Patty Kelly
David Keyes
Robin Keyworth and Steven Haasl
Jon N. Kietzer
Pamela Kildahl
Jonathon E. and Linda V. Killmer
Margaret L. Kilroe*

Pam and Dan Kjellman
Bernice L. Klask*
Kathryn Klibanoff and  

Jeremy Edes Pierotti
Jannette C. Koenen*
Michael and Harriette Krasnoff
George and Louise Krause
Nita Krevans
Rachel Krevans*
Felice and Mervin Kronfeld*
Judith Krow and David MacMillan*
Lindsay J. Kruh
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and  

Mike Walsh
Harold P. and Grace A. Kurtz
Claude and Lorraine Lammers*
Kirk and Jane Landman
Anne Walker Langaard
Connie and Bruce Langager
Carol A. Larson
Dianne Plunkett Latham and 

Daniel W. Latham*
Rianne L. Leaf
Doug* and Louise Leatherdale
David R. and Darlene A. Lee
Charlotte Lehman*
Stefanie Ann Lenway and  

Thomas Murtha
Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier
Irving and Gwen Lerner
Tom and Rhoda Lewin*
Dr. F. Bruce Lewis*
Jon and Lisa Merklin Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Ward B. Lewis*
John and Nancy Lindahl
Clarkson* and Nancy Lindley
John and Evodia Linner*
Barbara S. Longfellow*
Dawn M. Loven
Weiming and Caroline Lu*
Dr. Charles H. Luedtke
Wendy Lukaszewski
Patricia Lund*
Dennis Lundgren and  

Dale Simpson
Roger and Marcy Lundquist
Stephanie K. Lundquist
Linda and Warren Mack
Christopher S. MacLennan
Kimberley A. MacLennan
Susan K. Mahle and  

Betty A. Friesen
Patrick and Angela Mahoney
Richard Maier
Anita Makar*
Fred and Karen Malver*
Mary and Brenda
Dr. Donald S. Masler*
Jane Dickey Matson
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Mauszycki
Sue McAllister
Candace L. McClenahan
Katie McCurry*
Martha L. McCusker and  

Stephen K. Shuman
Mildred E. McGonagle*
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Dan* and Pam McGowan
Mary Ann McGuire
Ann Marie McIntire
Anne McKinsey
Mary Earl McKinsey*
Harriet and Bill* Mears
Roberta Megard*
Betsy and Roger Mehl
Tom Melchior
Marlys and Robert Melius
Paul Mellblom and Peter Farstad
Margaret and Walter Meyers*
William C. Michaelis
Marlys Joan Michels*
Anne W. and Eldon C.* Miller
Evelyn Miller*
Rudolph W. and Gladys D. Miller*
Mike and Carol Milligan
Charles L. Mitchell*
Elizabeth Molberg and  

Thomas Brothen
Beverly Montgomery
Carol C. Moore
Gerald F.* and Joyce G. Moran
Kristina K. Morden
Judy Morgan
Margaret Morris*
Jean Morrison
Cathy and John Muggee
Betty Myers*
James Nastoff
Art and Jan Nelson
Dr. Glen D. Nelson* and  

Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Marybeth Nelson
Paul and Terry Nelson
Rodney L. Nelson
Frederic D. Nemer, M.D.
Merritt C. Nequette and  

Nancy Hartung
Mabeth Neslund*
Ann Newhall* and  

Richard Schleuss
Brian and Angela Newhouse
Richard and Joan Newmark
Lois Nickles*
Frances Norbeck*
Scott and Sandy Nygaard
Margaret O’Connor*
Elinor K. Ogden*
Kathleen and Michael O’Keefe
Dale and Nancy Olseth*
Marc Ondrechen and  

Shelly Rae Linnell
Gregory W. Onstad
Marsha and Warren Oskey
Bea Ourada
Marjorie G. Owen
Ruth Palmer and  

Lorelee Wederstrom
Anita M. Pampusch, Ph.D., and 

Frank J. Indihar, M.D.*
Louise M. Pardee*
Gordon C. and Harriet D. Paske*
Terry and Mary Patton
Donna L. Pauley*

Robert and Ruth Paulson*
Ruby Pediangco and  

Matt Shumway
Cora E. Peffer*
George T. and Jevne H. Pennock*
Susan J. Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Peter*
Lois Petersen
Alice L. Peterson
Carol A. Peterson
Robert G. Peterson*
Doug Petty
Kay Pickett
Corinne Griffith Pillsbury*
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Pillsbury, Jr.*
Bruce and Kathleen* Pohlig
Ivan M. Policoff*
John C. Pollak*
David and Gaylene Poretti
Phyllis and Bob Porter
Jonathan and Mary C. Preus
David Price
Brian G. Prokosch and  

Trish Huberty Prokosch
Nancy and James Proman
Rudolph A. Ptak*
Marilyn Pyle
Mike and Courtney Ramirez
Judith and David Ranheim
William and Betty Reber*
Ruth W. Redhead*
Elizabeth Reese-Marton*
Gail Reich and David Holter
Judy and Mike Ricart
Patricia S. Ringer*
Mr.* and Mrs. Walter M. Ringer, Jr.
Alison E. Roberts
Zachariah Roberts and Maia Lapic
Karen E. Robinson
Mrs. John S. Roller*
Kathy and Patrick Romey
Peter Romig
John and Dorothy Roos*
Bob and Becky Rorke
Lee and Roberta Rosenberg
Kathy Ross
Dale M. Rundell*
John M. and T. Eileen Russell*
Kurt and Lesley Ann Rusterholz
Ronald K. and Carol B. Rydell
Marilyn McGandy Ryerse and 

William Ryerse*
Warren R. Sagstuen
W. B. Saunders*
Jo Ellen and H.L. Saylor
Trevor Schaeffer
L. Joseph Schermann
Frederick (Fritz) Constans 

Scheurer* Memorial,  
Associate Principal Bass

Karl Scheurer* Memorial, 
Concertmaster

Paul H. Schmitt*
Deborah and Allan Schneider
Bob and Shirley Schon*
Bob* and Linda Schreiner

Russell G. Schroedl*
Thomas James Schuster*
Mendon F. Schutt Family*
Kay Schwebke and  

Marcia Meredith
Margaret J. Schweizer*
Dale and Kay Schwie
Regis and Ruth Seidenstricker*
Miriam Seim*
Jules Selcer*
Michael and Julie Serber
Jeanne L. Shank*
Laura* and Mike Shannon
Gale Sharpe
David M. Shea
Ruth M. Shipley*
John and Rebecca Shockley
Mariana and Craig Shulstad
Dr. Richard and Jean* Simmons
Kathleen Kay Simo, M.D.
David and Dana Siskind
James Skakoon
Maryellen Skan and Peter W. Thiel
Margaret H. Skoglund*
Nicholas and Angela 

Skrowaczewski
Lee and Mary Slater*
Nancy Slaughter*
Holly Slocum
Arthur J. Smith* and  

Marcia L. Thoen
Clayton Smith
Jacqueline Smith
Joan T. Smith*
Mary L. Smith
The Soeffker Trust
Frank J. Sorauf*
Larry and Glenora Souther
Dr. Jennine and Jack* Speier
William and Renate Sperber
Jean and Robert* Spong
Dee and Gordon Sprenger
Richard and Carol Stahl
Dennis Stanton
Loring M. Staples*
Norm* and Norma Steck
Lois Steer and Larry Peterson
Betty Kay and George* Stein
David and Gwen Steinmeyer
Dr. Norman and Betsy Sterrie*
Julie Stewart
Dr. Thomas Stocks and  

Roma Calatayud-Stocks
John Stofko and Kenn Carlson
Holly Streekstra
Ruth Stryker-Gordon*
Betty J. Sullivan*
James L.* and June A. Swartz
Rebecca and Glenn Taibl
Robert S. Takaichi*
Bruce R. Taylor* and  

Dennis M. Carey*
John J. Taylor
Barbara J. Telander
Kaimay and Joseph Terry
E. Scott Thatcher*
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When you include the Minnesota Orchestra 
in your estate plan, you become a member 
of the Laureate Society—and our Laureate 
family. Regular benefits include:

  Invitation to the Ken and Judy 
Dayton Annual Laureate Society Luncheon 
with Minnesota Orchestra musicians

  Backstage tour of Orchestra Hall

  Complimentary refreshments at 
intermission during classical subscription 
season concerts

  Recognition as Laureate Society 
members in publications such as Showcase

  Communications about Minnesota 
Orchestra news and special updates

 VIP ticket services for Laureate 
members who also donate to the Guaranty 
Fund at the Maestro’s Circle level

If you have included the Minnesota 
Orchestra in your estate plan, please let us 
know so we can thank you and recognize 
you personally for your generosity. We will 
respect your wishes to remain anonymous 
if you so choose.

If you would like more information 
about planned giving, please contact 
Emily Boigenzahn at 612-371-7138 or 
eboigenzahn@mnorch.org.

Plan for the future,
Enjoy the benefits today

THE LAUREATE SOCIETY

Paul Rexford Thatcher, Sr.*
Anthony Thein
Joe and Lisa Thiegs
Charles L. Thiesenhusen, M.D.
Gregory J. Thomas and  

Carol M. Downie
Daniel and Trudy Thompson
Jean Thomson
Barbara N. Thorkelson
Timothy J. Thorson
DoraLee Delzell Throckmorton*
George and Marian Toren*
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Trautman
Rachel Trockman, M.D. and 

Mitchell Trockman
John and Marcia Turcotte*
Janice* and David Tweet
Thyrza Tyrrell*
June and Vern Vendel*
Paula Vesely
Linda Wadsworth and Bob Downs
Angeline L. Walker*
Arnold and Helen Rice Walker*
Kirke W. and Ann Walker*
Mary Frances Walker
Gregory Wallin
Maxine H. Wallin*
Jack and Connie Wallinga*
William K. Wangensteen
Marcia Wattson
Lowell and Carol Weber*
Catherine Roessler Webster and 

Steven Webster
Donald Weesner*
Harvey R. Weesner*
Peter B. Weidner
Dick* and Kathy Welander
Drs. George and Marion Welton*
Richard* and Carole Wiederhorn
John and Trudy Wilgers
David B. Williamson
Philip Heffelfinger Willkie
Douglas Winn and Susan Moore
John and Renata Winsor*
Laurel and Frank H.* Winsor
Elizabeth M. Winston*
Gerald D. (Jay) Woldt*
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Margie and Woody Woodhouse*
Dale and Sandra Wucher
Mark W. Ylvisaker
Eric and Joann Ludeman Yost
Leah Yotter
Aks and Sri Zaheer
Mr. and Mrs. Louis N. Zelle*
Steven and Rita Zellmer*
Joseph A.* and Elizabeth F. Zetah

*In Remembrance

If you would like information about 
planned giving, please contact  
Emily Boigenzahn at 612-371-7138 or 
eboigenzahn@mnorch.org.
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CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS  
AND PUBLIC SUPPORT

The Minnesota Orchestra is grateful to the forward-thinking businesses and 
foundations that value the role of the arts in making our community strong and 
vibrant. Their generous support fuels dazzling musical experiences that enrich, 
inspire and serve people throughout Minnesota, across the country and around 

the world. To find out more about how your organization can play a part, 
contact David Afdahl at 612-371-7126 or dafdahl@mnorch.org.

This activity is made 
possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through 
a Minnesota State Arts 
Board Operating Support 
grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation 
from the arts and cultural 
heritage fund.

$250,000 AND ABOVE

Classical Season Sponsor

$100,000–$249,999

$50,000–$99,999
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Andrews-Hunt Fund  
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Barbro Osher Pro Suecia 
Foundation

Carlson Family Foundation
Ecolab 
Faegre Drinker and  

Faegre Drinker Foundation

Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron
Fredrikson & Byron 

Foundation
George Family Foundation
The Hubbard Broadcasting 

Foundation
Marie H. Ankeny Legacy Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

National Endowment  
for the Arts

Northern Trust
The Pentair Foundation
PNC Bank
Robins Kaplan LLP
U.S. Bank
U.S. Bank Foundation

$20,000–$49,999

$1,000–$4,999
Cookie Cart
Dellwood Foundation
Felice E. Kronfeld Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

George Family Foundation
Minnesota Vikings
Onan Family Foundation

Rodgers Classic Organs – 
Peggy Dahl-Bartunek

$5,000–$9,999
Boss Foundation
CBIZ Employee Benefits
Charlson Foundation
Clinton Morrison Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Elizabeth C. Quinlan 
Foundation

Legacy Printing & Signs

Margaret H. & James E. 
Kelley Foundation, Inc.

Margaret Rivers Fund
Mayo Clinic
The Midwest Radiology 

Foundation
Mortenson Family 

Foundation
SandCastle Foundation

Tennant Foundation
TeraOpenScience
John W. and Marcia T. 

Turcotte Fund of the 
Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

$10,000–$19,999
3M
Anna M. Heilmaier  

Charitable Foundation
Ballard Spahr LLP
Beaverdale Foundation
Carlson Companies
Charlson Foundation
Cozen O’Connor
The Dorsey & Whitney 

Foundation

Engage Print
EY
Faribault Mill
Hoeft Family Fund  

of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Jones Day
KNOCK, inc.
Kowalski’s Markets
KPMG

M.A. Mortenson Company
Minneapolis Foundation
Okabena Investment 

Services
Stinson
Watermark Title
William H. Phipps Foundation
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612.377.2224 / guthrietheater.org

A heartwarming holiday classic

November 11 – December 27

adapted by 
LAVINA JADHWANI
directed by 
ADDIE GORLIN-HAN
based on the 
original direction by 
JOSEPH HAJ

“NOTHING LIKE IT … 
in addition to feeling 

familiar and comfortable, 
it also feels fresh and 

new every year.”
– Cherry and Spoon

“A sublime evening for 
all ages to gather and 

share in the true meaning 
of the holiday”
– BroadwayWorld
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