
Photography to shine light 

on issues in their community

Zejman, Albania



Cameras capture reality.  

But the reality that many poor children see every day is a 

reality most people don’t see or choose not to see. 

Knowing this, twelve teenagers from Zejman, a village 

outside Lezha in Albania, used cameras to highlight many 

issues in their everyday lives.

These photos and comments are part of this project.







Fire... This phenomenal invention is so important 

for the lives of people. But when we abuse it, 

it becomes dangerous, burning everything.







Water is so needed in our lives.

Let’s protect our resources 

from degradation.







We always need light in the streets where we walk.

Otherwise we cannot see what is ahead of us.







Let's not surrender 

to the difficulties of life.

Let's not stay in the shadow of anyone.

Let's make progressive steps forward.







We are responsible for the pollution

and state of our environment... 

This is a danger for our future.







These seeds are gone.

Plans for the future are exhausted...

Let's find new ways 

to give more guarantees

for our future.







Infrastructure,

a clean environment

and the ecosystem…

all three are needed. 







Both sun and rain exist.

Be strong and prepared to handle

everything that life throws at us.







There always is a bright light until the sun sets.







Children are the future of our community

so let them grow up as they deserve.

Do not damage their happiness,

because this is what their world is made of!







Plants are nice to look at and life-giving

but when their environment is polluted,

they’re not beautiful anymore

and are dangerous for our health.







Man is not walking 

in the same rhythm with time,

but time is going faster than man.

This is a window 

where the sunrise cannot shine.







Progress is the only way to change this reality.

We must transform our situation day by day

and make it better for all of us.







Reality is like a tall tree. 

Sometimes branches grow upright 

and sometimes they grow 

in different directions. 

If we take care of this tree, 

it will be healthy 

and spread its branches 

in the right direction. 

But if we neglect it, 

it will struggle to grow 

in the way nature intended.







Bad infrastructure and pollution 

affect our lives

and damage our future.

It is our obligation as citizens 

to protect our environment.







Violence is a tragedy that’s spreading and

trapping more innocent people, including children.

This is a sad social reality.

Let's all raise awareness about suffering like this.

Let's protect them because they are our future!







Sometimes the sun is covered by clouds,

just as our lives are sometimes covered 

by sadness and everyday concerns.

We have to admit these concerns 

then overcome them as much as we can.







We are voicing our rights,

but are we doing it through broken glass?

It doesn't have to be this way...







Children’s hands ... innocent hands.

These are the hands that may build a brighter future.





The Photo Advocacy Project started in December 2011 

when World Vision created a photography group for 

teenagers. It was an innovative and creative way for them to 

raise awareness in their community about different topics 

including: pollution, child rights, poverty, child exploitation, 

the desire to have a better future, and the need for a clean 

environment. 



After creating the working group, the participants took 

control of almost everything; they planned the meetings and 

organised how to make the project work. They even chose 

the topics on which to raise awareness. The main topic was 

Regress or Progress: Where is our society going? 

The 12 participants broke into groups of three to take 

photos. From many photos they selected only the best and 

explained the meaning of each one with their own captions. 



The final step was organising an exhibition in the palace of 

culture in Lezha in February 2012. They invited lots of 

people including their teachers, the director of their school, 

people from the community, and the media. The teenagers 

felt proud of their work and appreciated the feedback from 

guests about their positive community initiative. 



Through the experience, participants learned how to 

advocate for negative issues and how to help the 

community react through their photos. 

After the project finished, the participants didn’t stop 

advocating. They joined another programme, called Safe and 

Secure, promoting children’s right to care and protection. 

They participated in several training sessions about the new 

initiative and now their goal is to raise children’s voices for 

child protection and the promotion of child rights.
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