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Melbourne Theatre Company acknowledges the Yalukit Willam Peoples of the Boon Wurrung, the First Peoples 
of Country on which Southbank Theatre and MTC HQ stand, and we pay our respects to all of Melbourne’s  
First Peoples, to their ancestors and Elders, and to our shared future.

At MTC we are passionate about Australian stories, be they 
modern masterpieces or brand new plays fresh off the page. 
In our 2020 season new works dominate, but there was one 
classic we couldn’t go past, especially as its revival marks a 
particularly special milestone.

In his 50th year as a playwright, we celebrate David 
Williamson’s incredible career and achievements as a writer 
with this new production of Emerald City – one of his finest 
plays and an undeniable Australian classic.

As the 21st century seems to careen again into the Greed is 
Good world of self-interest, self-obsession, consumerism and 
real estate dreams so pervasive in the 1980s, there is no 
better time to re-visit this classic play. Set at the height of the 
80s pandemic of wealth accumulation at all costs, Emerald 
City takes the blowtorch to one of our most visible signs of 
money vs humanity – the wrestle between art and 
commercialism. This high-velocity dramedy, full of Williamson 
wit and zingers, uses of course its infamous backdrop of 
Sydney/Melbourne rivalry to land its exploration of seduction 
by wealth, beauty and a gorgeous harbour view. But more 
broadly, its revival in 2020 asks whether we ever really left 
behind the Greed is Good years of the 80s.

Please do read both David’s essay in this programme and that of director Sam Strong, who each write so 
eloquently about Emerald City’s themes and about David’s astonishing career. David is revered around the 
country as one of our most popular dramatists, and his prolific output and critical success have long secured 
his place in the literary canon.

As the production’s director, Sam has assembled a team of exceptional creative minds for this MTC & Queensland 
Theatre co-production and we welcome them to Southbank Theatre following a stellar season in Brisbane. 

Enjoy the show.

MTC is a department  
of the University 
of Melbourne.

MTC is assisted by the Commonwealth Government through the Australia Council,  
its arts funding and advisory body, and by the State Government of Victoria through 
Creative Victoria.

MTC is a member of Live 
Performance Australia and the 
Australian Major Performing  
Arts Group.

Brett Sheehy ao 

Artistic Director & CEO
Virginia Lovett 
Executive Director & Co-CEO
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Southbank Theatre, The Sumner

MELBOURNE THEATRE COMPANY & QUEENSLAND THEATRE PRESENT

—   Cast   —
Malcolm Ray Chong Nee

Elaine Marg Downey
Kate Nadine Garner
Helen Megan Hind

Colin Jason Klarwein
Mike Rhys Muldoon

—   Creative Team   —
Director Sam Strong

Associate Director Travis Dowling
Set & Costume Designer Dale Ferguson

Lighting Designer David Walters
Composer & Sound Designer Russell Goldsmith

Intimacy Coordinator  Michala Banas
Stage Manager Jess Keepence

Assistant Stage Manager  
(Melbourne season) Vivienne Poznanski

Assistant Stage Manager  
(Rehearsals & Brisbane season) Ella Gordon 
Directorial Secondment VCA Kathryn Yates

Production Photography Jeff Busby (Melbourne), 
David Kelly (Brisbane)

Rehearsal Photography Charlie Kinross

Music Credits 

Flame Trees
Composed by Don Walker and Steve Prestwich

Published by Sony/ATV Publishing (Australia) Pty Limited

Take Me Back
Composed by Jon Stevens and Brent Thomas
© Warner Chappell Music Australia Pty Ltd

By kind permission of Warner Chappell Music Australia Pty Ltd

Take My Breath Away
Composed by Giorgio Moroder and Tom Whitlock

© WB Music Corp
By kind permission of Warner Chappell Music Australia Pty Ltd

© Sony/ATV Harmony
Licensed by Sony/ATV Publishing (Australia) Pty Limited

Opening Night Partner Production Partner A co-production with Queensland TheatreMedia Partner

—   About the Play   —
Welcome to the glittering jewel in Australia’s cultural crown ‒ that sinkhole of ambition and 

superficiality we call Sydney. Colin is the country’s most successful screewnriter, but since moving 
from Melbourne with his wife Kate he’s been faced with a choice between art and commerce that will 
define his career forever. Meanwhile, Kate’s star is on the ascent and her latest publication has been 

shortlisted for the Booker Prize. Fame and fortune are there for the taking, but big surprises are in 
store for both.



E merald City has all the qualities  
that have made David Williamson 
Australia’s favourite storyteller. 
There are vivid and colourful 

characters who are gifts for actors. Then, 
David plunges those characters into pivotal 
moments of crisis or change. Then, he piles 
on the challenges and we cringe and laugh 
as we recognise ourselves writ large on stage. 

Emerald City also displays David’s peerless 
ability to speak to our times as well as 
across time. His breakthrough play, 
The Removalists, unforgettably dramatised 
the toxic masculinity and police brutality of 
the 1970s. Yet its examination of abuse of 
power rings just as true in 2020. So too 
Emerald City dissects the culture of excess 
and entrepreneurialism of the late 1980s. 
But it also interrogates a much more 

universal theme of personal integrity. 
At its broadest, this is a story about the 
struggle to do the right thing – to be a 
better human – in the face of temptations 
to do the opposite. 

There is also something else going on that is 
unique to this play. Beneath the ‘glittering 
surface’ of Emerald City is the beating heart 
of a very real partnership between Colin and 
Kate. In a perhaps unguarded moment  
this play gives us a very candid and moving 
portrait of a creative marriage. So, Emerald 
City is perhaps an even more fitting 
celebration of everything that David and 
Kristin Williamson have given to the theatre 
over the years. I for one am very grateful to 
them both and have loved the chance to add  
my voice to the chorus of celebration with 
this production.

F R O M  T H E  D I R E C TO R
Sam Strong on celebrating 50 years of David Williamson

‘At its broadest, this is a story about the struggle 
to do the right thing – to be a better human – 
in the face of temptations to do the opposite.’



(Top) Nadine Garner and Jason Klarwein; 
(left) Composer & Sound Designer Russell 
Goldsmith, Stage Manager Jess Keepence 
and Director Sam Strong

Production photos throughout: 
David Kelly



(Above) Jason Klarwein and Marg Downey;
(right) David Williamson at the opening night 

of Emerald City in Sydney, 1987.
Photo supplied by David Williamson.



I’ve had a very fortunate and exciting  
50 years in the theatre. 

Amongst my great memories is the opening 
night of Emerald City in Sydney, which still 
ranks as one of the best nights in my career, 
so I’m delighted that MTC decided to  
mark my 50 years with its revival, with the 
talented Sam Strong bringing it back to life. 

The biggest kick for a playwright, as well  
as the most nerve-racking, is finally seeing 
those words you put on paper come to  
life in a vibrant production and palpably 
connect with an audience. That’s what  
any playwright does it for. Not the money, 
or the fame, but that moment when you 
know you’ve added something to the life 
experience of those people watching  
your work. 

The truth is it’s been a dream run with some 
55 of my plays being produced here and 
abroad, often with multiple productions, 
and I’ve been blessed with some of the  
best actors and directors in Australia 
working on my scripts over that time. 

I don’t claim to have written stories that 
resonate with all Australians. My reflections 
on life have been mainly stories of middle-
class Anglo Celts. As I finish my career,  
I’m delighted to see the plethora of new 
writers exploring the lives of other 
Australian groups and identities. It’s as  
it should be. And I rejoice to see this new 
and vibrant work on our stages.

I have, however, never believed that my 
particular tribe didn’t warrant their stories 
being told, and as I start to read through my 

F R O M  T H E  P L AY W R I G H T
Melbourne, the Emerald City and 50 years in the theatre

‘It’s great to be back in Melbourne –  
in the theatre company that did more than  

any other to consolidate my career.’



work again after many years – and despite 
the fact I’m often described as writing 
comedies – I’m struck by the fact that  
what I’m reading isn’t really comedy, it’s 
drama; which, as in life, has its blackly 
funny moments. Without that leavening  
of humour, sometimes life would be hard  
to bear. 

Even in Emerald City, which does have its 
share of blackly funny moments, these are 
real human beings facing real human 
dilemmas – sometimes with the emotional 
stakes high. And to tell the truth, those 
conflicts and choices weren’t a million miles 
away from some of my own and my family’s 
experiences when I drove from Melbourne 
to Sydney all those years ago. My wife, 
Kristin, did find it all uncomfortably close 
when Robyn Nevin, playing Kate, said to her 
during rehearsals ‘I’m playing you again.’



(Top of page) Rhys Muldoon; 
(opposite page) Nadine Garner and Jason Klarwein;
(above right) Megan Hind; (left) Ray Chong Nee. 



True, the stakes in my plays aren’t the 
searingly high stakes that face people on the 
verge of starvation or annihilation in war-torn 
arenas, but despite the headlines every day, 
the majority of humanity isn’t on the edge  
of starvation or facing imminent death. 

Yet even so, those of us who live in relative 
security still manage to suffer agonies when 
we’re snubbed or belittled, when we fear 
losing the love of our life, when we let 
ambition consume our lives, when  
we’re in the grip of virulent envy, when 
we’re obsessed with wreaking revenge, 
when we feel the ache of compassion over 
the misfortune of others, or just when we’re 
feeling the acute guilt of being bad parents. 

We’re all highly emotional creatures with 
more or less the same set of emotions  
that allow us to relate so strongly to Greek 
dramas written thousands of years ago. 

And I’m glad we are all too often in the  
grip of these ancient emotions, or there 
wouldn’t be much colour in our lives and 
there wouldn’t be any drama to write about. 

And writing about those emotions playing 
havoc with the harmony of our lives is what 
I’ve been doing all these 50 years, and 
loved doing it.

So a sincere thank you to all the hugely 
talented people who have honoured me  
by bringing my words to life, and thank  
you in particular to the audiences who  
have continued to come in numbers  
and gain something from my labours. 

And it’s great to be back in Melbourne –  
in the theatre company that did more than 
any other to consolidate my career. 

— David Williamson, January 2020

Nadine Garner, 
Jason Klarwein and 

Rhys Muldoon
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C A S T  &  C R E AT I V E  T E A M

RAY CHONG NEE | MALCOLM 
Ray Chong Nee’s theatre credits include I Call My Brothers (Melbourne Theatre Company); Noises 
Off (Queensland Theatre and MTC); Hydra (Queensland Theatre and STCSA); Antony and Cleopatra, 
The Dream, Othello, Actors at Work: The Players (Bell Shakespeare); How to Rule the World 
(development Sydney Theatre Company); The Motion of Light in Water (Elbow Room/La Boite 
Theatre Company/ HotHouse/Theatre Works), Bare Witness (Performing Lines); Angels in America 
(Theatre Ink/Parramatta Riverside) and Andy X (NIDA). His film credits include Swimming for Gold, 
There’s a Bluebird in My Heart, Amalia Lucia Gomez is Gluten Intolerant, The Bench, Savage Garden 
and The Pool. Television credits include Pulse, Tomorrow When the War Began, Glitch, Party Tricks, 

Offspring, Rescue Special Ops and Dance Academy. Ray is a Green Room nominated actor for Outstanding Performance in 
a Featured Role and Best Independent Male Performer, and recipient of Best Performance (Melbourne Fringe) and Best 
Ensemble (Green Room) awards. 

MARG DOWNEY | ELAINE
As one of Australia’s leading comedy actors, Marg Downey is best known for the numerous 
characters she portrayed on comedy series Fast Forward. Marg has also been applauded for her 
dramatic roles for television and theatre. Her theatre credits include Hay Fever, Rupert, Moonlight 
and Magnolias, A Flea in Her Ear (Melbourne Theatre Company); Timeshare (Malthouse Theatre),  
A Skull In Connemara, Glimpse (fortyfivedownstairs), La Cage Aux Folles (The Production 
Company); Mum’s The Word and Mum’s The Word 2, and the world premiere season of Joanna 
Murray-Smith’s Rapture (Playbox). Marg first appeared on television as part of The D-Generation and 
subsequently appeared regularly in Fast Forward, Full Frontal, Something Stupid, Kath & Kim and 

Open Slather. Marg has also appeared in Back in Very Small Business, Get Krack!n, The Other Guy, Newton’s Law, Top of 
the Lake: China Girl, The Doctor Blake Mysteries, House Husbands and City Homicide. Marg is also a highly sought-after 
voiceover artist, and has been heard in animation projects including L’il Elvis Jones and the Truckstoppers, Ocean Girl, 
Dogstar, Wakkaville and The Flamin’ Thongs.

NADINE GARNER | KATE
Nadine Garner previously performed on stage at Melbourne Theatre Company in Photograph 51,  
Di and Viv and Rose, The Distance, The Weir, Private Lives, Three Sisters, The Balcony, Summer of 
the Seventeenth Doll, Così and The Cherry Orchard. Her other theatre credits include A Little Night 
Music (Watch This); Zebra! and Life After George (Sydney Theatre Company); Birds Eye View  
(Old Fitz Theatre); Miss Julie (Perth Theatre Company); The Taming of the Shrew (EHJ Productions); 
Cabaret (IMG Entertainment); The Three Sisters (20/20 Theatre); Romeo and Juliet (Elston Hocking 
& Woods). Her television credits include Part Time Private Eyes, My Life is Murder, Mr. Black, It’s a 
Date, The Doctor Blake Mysteries, City Homicide, Blue Water High, Boys From The Bush, The Flying 

Doctors and Henderson Kids. Her film work includes Celeste, The Wedding Party, Razzle Dazzle, The Book of Revelation, 
Metal Skin and Mull. Nadine received a Helpmann Award and Green Room Award for her performance in Cabaret, a New 
York City International Film Festival Award for The Wedding Party, and an AFI Award for Best Actress for Mull.

MEGAN HIND | HELEN
Megan Hind is a graduate of the National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA). During her time there she 
specialised in physical theatre and received the prestigious Keith Bain OAM Scholarship for 
Movement. Emerald City marks Megan’s debut with Melbourne Theatre Company. Megan has been 
seen in Playmaker Media’s critically acclaimed mini-series Friday on My Mind about iconic Australian 
rock band The Easybeats; the ABC series Cleverman Series 2; and Seven Network’s Secret 
Bridesmaids’ Business. She will soon be seen in the Amazon series Cowboy Bebop, shot entirely in 
New Zealand.



C A S T  &  C R E AT I V E  T E A MC A S T  &  C R E AT I V E  T E A M

JASON KLARWEIN | COLIN
Emerald City is Jason Klarwein’s debut performance with the Melbourne Theatre Company.  
Jason is a seasoned theatre performer and has appeared in many productions for Queensland 
Theatre including Hedda, Twelfth Night, Once in Royal David’s City, The Odd Couple, The Seagull, 
Macbeth, Design for Living, Elizabeth, Almost by Chance a Woman, Fractions, Faustus, A Streetcar 
Named Desire, God is a DJ, Phaedra, Mad Hercules, Bash, Shopping and Fucking and The Skin of 
Our Teeth. His other acting credits include A Streetcar Named Desire (Sydney Theatre Company; 
Washington DC, New York); Henry 4, Faustus (Bell Shakespeare); Paul, Capricornia, Maralinga 
(Belvoir); Peter and the Wolf, The Happiness Box, Tubby the Tuba, Young Person’s Guide to the 

Orchestra, Carnival of the Animals (Queensland Symphony Orchestra); The Glass Menagerie, Così, Half and Half  
(La Boite Theatre Company). Jason’s television and film credits include Devil’s Playground, Slide, Sea Patrol, Cybergirl 
and Celeste. Jason was nominated for Best Actor in the 2017 Helpmann Awards for Once in Royal David’s City.

RHYS MULDOON | MIKE
Rhys Muldoon’s varied career encompasses film, television, theatre, radio, comedy and journalism. 
His theatre credits include Don’s Party, Design for Living, A Moon for the Misbegotten (Melbourne 
Theatre Company); Nearer the Gods (Queensland Theatre); Peter and the Wolf (Sydney Opera 
House); The Power of Yes, Gethsemane (Company B); Tot Mom, Don’s Party (Sydney Theatre 
Company); and Stuff Happens (Belvoir). His television credits include House Husbands (series 1-5), 
Les Norton, Fighting Season, Dead Lucky, Childhood’s End, The Secret River, Rake (Series 1, 2 & 3), 
Jack Irish: Bad Debts, Jack Irish: Black Tide, Lockie Leonard, Grass Roots, The Secret Life of Us and 
Water Rats. Rhys’ film credits include Book Week, Chasing Comets, 33 Postcards, Bitter and 

Twisted, The Extra, Danny Deckchair, The Sapphires and Love is Now, as well as the Oscar-nominated short The Saviour. 
Rhys has twice been nominated for AFI Awards for his work on Grass Roots and Lockie Leonard.

DAVID WILLIAMSON | PLAYWRIGHT
David Williamson is Australia’s best known and most widely performed playwright. Some of his 55 
produced plays over the last 50 years include The Coming of the Stork, The Removalists, Don’s 
Party, The Club, Travelling North, Money & Friends, Dead White Males, The Jack Manning Trilogy,  
Up for Grabs, Soulmates, Nothing Personal, When Dad Married Fury, Rupert, Cruise Control, Dream 
Home, Odd Man Out, Sorting Out Rachel, Nearer the Gods, The Big Time, Family Values and Crunch 
Time. His plays (also in translation) have been performed internationally, including in London, Los 
Angeles, New York and Washington. David has adapted many of his plays into feature films to great 
acclaim and his many original feature screenplays include Gallipoli, Phar Lap, The Year of Living 

Dangerously, Balibo (as co-writer) and On the Beach (adapted for television). David’s many awards include 12 Australian 
Writers’ Guild Awards, five Australian Film Institute Awards for Best Screenplay and, in 1996, the United Nations 
Association of Australia Media Peace Award. 

SAM STRONG | DIRECTOR
Sam Strong is an award-winning theatre director and dramaturg. He was Artistic Director of 
Queensland Theatre from 2015 to 2019. Prior to that, he was Associate Artistic Director of Melbourne 
Theatre Company, Artistic Director of Griffin Theatre Company, Literary Associate at Belvoir, and 
founding dramaturg in residence at Red Stitch. Sam has directed productions for all Australian state 
theatre companies. For MTC, Sam directed Storm Boy (with Queensland Theatre), the Helpmann 
Award-winning production of Jasper Jones, Double Indemnity, The Weir, Endgame, The Sublime, 
The Speechmaker, Private Lives, The Crucible, Other Desert Cities and Madagascar. Queensland 
Theatre credits include: Hydra, Nearer the Gods, Twelfth Night, Noises Off (with MTC) and Once in 

Royal David’s City. Other theatre credits include: Les Liaisons Dangereuses (Sydney Theatre Company); Masquerade 
(Sydney/Melbourne Festivals); The Floating World, Between Two Waves, The Boys, Speaking in Tongues (Griffin); and Red 
Sky Morning (Red Stitch). Sam won a Sydney Theatre Award for Best Direction and has received multiple nominations for 
Best Direction and Best Production at the Sydney Theatre Awards, Green Room Awards and Helpmann Awards.
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C A S T  &  C R E AT I V E  T E A M

TRAVIS DOWLING | ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
Emerald City is Travis Dowling’s debut with the Melbourne Theatre Company. Travis is a theatre 
director and youth arts facilitator and is currently the Associate Director for Queensland Theatre. 
His directing credits for Queensland Theatre Include Antigone, The Shot, Six Hundred Ways to  
Filter a Sunset, Riley Valentine, Love and Information, Constellations (Young Artists’ Ensemble),  
This Hollow Crown. And as Assistant Director, Twelfth Night, Much Ado About Nothing, Macbeth  
and Thom Pain (based on nothing). Travis was previously Associate Director for Hothouse Theatre, 
where his credits included Between the Clouds, The Pyjama Girl, Letters from the Border, The Duck 
Variations, Macbeth Shoot/Get Treasure/Repeat. His other directing credits include Supernatural, 

Romeo and Juliet Must Die, Versus, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Warning Small Parts, Heart fail (Grin and Tonic); 
Richard III (QUT); The Last Five Years (QPAC); A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Backbone Youth Arts); Lazarus Won’t Get Out 
of Bed, Furious Angels (Metro Arts). Travis has had extensive experience facilitating workshops and programs and has 
facilitated with companies including Queensland Theatre, Hothouse Theatre, The Grin and Tonic Theatre Troupe,  
Sydney Theatre Company, ATYP, Backbone Youth Arts, QUT and USQ.

DALE FERGUSON | SET & COSTUME DESIGNER
Dale Ferguson’s credits for Melbourne Theatre Company include Così, An Ideal Husband, Born 
Yesterday, The Weir, The Speechmaker, The Crucible, Top Girls, The Drowsy Chaperone, God of 
Carnage and August: Osage County. Other recent credits include L’Appartement (Queensland 
Theatre), Oklahoma! (The Production Company); Counting and Cracking, Sami in Paradise, The 
Blind Giant is Dancing (Belvoir); Away, Brothers Wreck, Night on Bald Mountain, Dance of Death, 
Timeshare (Malthouse Theatre); Exit the King (Broadway); Les Liasions Dangereuses (Sydney 
Theatre Company). Recent opera credits include Tosca (Opera Queensland); The Magic Flute (Lyric 
Opera of Chicago); The Riders (VSO/Malthouse); Anything Goes (Opera Australia); Otello (Cape Town 

Opera); A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Houston Grand Opera, Canadian Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago); Ariadne auf Naxos 
(Welsh National Opera, Boston Lyric Opera) and The Marriage of Figaro (Opera Australia, The Welsh National Opera). 
Dale received Helpmann Awards for August: Osage County and for Counting and Cracking. He has also received five 
Green Room Awards, most recently for Away, and Tony and Drama Desk nominations for Exit the King on Broadway. 

DAVID WALTERS | LIGHTING DESIGNER
David Walters returned to Australia from Iceland in 1986 to take up residency as the Lighting 
Designer for what was then the Royal Queensland Theatre Company. Subsequently he has designed 
nearly 100 productions for the company, including David Williamson’s recent play Nearer the Gods. 
For Melbourne Theatre Company, David has lit Ladies in Black, Amigos, Birthrights, After the Ball, 
Design for Living, Long Day’s Journey into Night and Amy’s View. He has designed for Sydney 
Theatre Company, STCSA, Handspan, Playbox, Bell Shakespeare Company, QPAC, La Boite,  
Rock ’n’ Roll Circus, Nimrod, Company B, Expressions, Queensland Ballet, Australian Ballet, Opera 
Queensland and Opera Australia. In Iceland he has lit for the National Theatre, the National Opera 

and The Reykjavik City Theatre. David is currently an Adjunct Associate Professor in Drama at QUT. In 2018 he was 
recognised with a Lifetime Achievement Award in theatre from the Queensland ABF.

RUSSELL GOLDSMITH | SOUND DESIGNER & COMPOSER
Russell Goldsmith is a multiple award-winning Melbourne-based sound designer, composer, 
producer and audio system designer. He has a diverse body of work in theatre, film, television, 
commercial and radio production, live music and installation works. He has worked as the sound 
designer and composer for Melbourne Theatre Company productions of Gloria, Vivid White, Noises 
Off, John, Disgraced, Lungs, Endgame, What Rhymes with Cars and Girls, I’ll Eat You Last, The 
Speechmaker, Ghosts, The Other Place, His Girl Friday, The Golden Dragon, Don Parties On, The 
Swimming Club and Ruby Moon (for MTC Education). He had his Broadway debut in 2009 with the 
critically acclaimed season of Malthouse Theatre/Belvoir’s Exit the King at the Ethel Barrymore 

Theatre. Russell has received multiple Green Room Award nominations, while his sound design for Exit the King won the 
2007 Sydney Theatre Award, and was nominated for Best Sound Design at both the 2008 Green Room Awards 
(Melbourne) and the 2009 Tony Awards (New York).
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& Families 
Jeremy Rice
Learning Manager 
Nick Tranter
Education 
Administrator 
Isobel Taylor-Rodgers

HUMAN RESOURCES
Director of People          
& Culture 
Peter Wade
HR Administrator 
Christine Verginis
Health & Safety 
Coordinator 
Liz Mundell

FINANCE
Finance Director 
Liz Chappell
Finance Manager 
Andrew Slee
IT & Systems Manager 
Michael Schuettke
IT Support Officer
Darren Snowdon
Assistant Accountant 
Irene Budiono
Payroll Officer 
Julia Godinho
Payments Officer 
Lisa Maundrell

MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS
Marketing & 
Communications 
Director 
Vanessa Rowsthorn
Marketing Manager 
Shelley King
Digital Manager 
Daniel Coghlan
Marketing Campaign 
Manager 
Bonnie Leigh-Dodds
Marketing Executives 
Riley Charles 
Rebecca Lawrence 
Lead Graphic Designer/
Art Director 
Emma Wagstaff

Graphic Designers 
Helena Turinski 
Victoria U
Senior Manager, 
Communications & 
External Relations
Rosie Shepherdson-

Cullen
Senior Publicist  

Georgia Fox
Communications 
Content Producer 
Melanie Sheridan
Communications 
Coordinator 
Jacqui Bartlett 
Contributing Writer 
Sarah Corridon

TECHNICAL & 
PRODUCTION 
Technical & Production 
Director  
Adam J Howe

PRODUCTION
Senior Production 
Manager 
Michele Preshaw
Production Manager
Abe Watson 
Production Coordinators 
Michaela Deacon 
Marta Losiewicz
Props Buyer/SM Swing 
Jess Maguire
Production 
Administrator 
Alyson Brown

TECHNICAL
Technical Manager 
Lighting & Sound 
Kerry Saxby
Senior Production 
Technician 
Allan Hirons
Production Technicians 
Nick Wollan 
Geoff Adams  
Marcus Cook 
Gemma Rowe 
Mungo Trumble
Technical Manager – 
Staging 
Andrew Bellchambers
CAD Drafting 
Jacob Battista 
Alexander Rothnie
Staging Supervisor HQ
Nicholas Stace

PROPERTIES
Properties Supervisor 
Geoff McGregor
Props Maker 
Colin Penn
Props Hire 
Kasey Gambling  
Jacinta Keefe 
Yasmin Mole 
Emma Palackic

SCENIC ART
Scenic Art Supervisor 
Shane Dunn
Scenic Artists 
Tansy Elso 
Laurie Davidson 
Colin Harman

WORKSHOP
Workshop Supervisor 
Aldo Amenta
Acting Workshop 
Supervisor 
Andrew Weavers
Set Makers 
Ken Best 
Brian Easteal 
Nick Gray 
Philip de Mulder 
Simon Juliff 
Peter Rosa

WARDROBE
Wardrobe Manager 
Keryn Ribbands
Wardrobe Staff 
Jocelyn Creed
Costume Coordinator 
Sophie Woodward
Costume Hire 
Liz Symons
Wardrobe Buyer 
Denise Petrovic
Millinery 
Phillip Rhodes
Wigs & Makeup 
Jurga Celikiene
Art Finishing  
Josephine Johnson 
Wardrobe Maintenance 
Josephine Johnson
Stella Cadzow
Wardrobe Casuals
Ellen Figgis
Lyn Molloy
John Van Gastel

STAGE 
MANAGEMENT
Christine Bennett 
Brittany Coombs 
Ben Cooper 
Lisette Drew 
Jess Keepence
Jess Maguire
Whitney McNamara 
Millie Mullinar 
Vivienne Poznanski 
Meg Richardson 
Julia Smith 
Lucie Sutherland 
Pippa Wright

SOUTHBANK 
THEATRE
Theatre Operations 
Director 
Mark D Wheeler
Building Services
Manager
Adrian Aderhold
House Services
Manager
James Cunningham
Production Services
Manager
Frank Stoffels
Bar Manager
Claire Marsh
Lawler & Events
Technical Supervisor
Tom Brayshaw
Lighting Supervisor
Richard Gorr
Staging Supervisor
Grant Kennelly
Sound Supervisor
Terry McKibbin
Head Flyman
James Tucker

Stage & Technical
Staff 
Matthew Arthur
Sam Berkley 
Simon Bond
Ash Buchanan
Michael Burnell
John Carberry
Dale Cook
Kieran Daniels
Nathan Evers
Kylie Hammond
Adam Hanley
Chris Hubbard
David Jenkins
Louis Kennedy 
Robert Larsen
David Membery
Bianca Moran
Stephanie Morrell
Sophie Norfolk
James Paul
Will Patterson 
Thomas Roach
Nathaniel Sy
Michelle Thorne   
Raff Watt
Max Wilkie  
Tom Willis
Joy Weng

HOUSE & BAR 
SERVICES
House & Bar 
Supervisors 
Matt Bertram 
Paul Blenheim
Sarah Branton
Kasey Gambling
Daniel Moulds 
Paul Terrell
Drew Thomson 
Bella Vadiveloo
House & Bar
Attendants 
George Abbott
Rachel Adams
Aisha Aidara
Faida Angaika 
Danillo Arantes 
Stephanie Barham
Tanya Batt
Bear Baxter
Briannah Borg
Max Bowyer
Zak Brown
Sam Diamond 
Leila Gerges 
Evan Lawson
Laura Lethlean
Thomas McCracken 
Will McRostie
Natasha Milton
Yasmin Mole
Ernesto Munoz
Ben Nichol
Emma Palackic
Sam Perry
Adam Rogers
Sophie Scott
Rain Shadrach
Myles Tankle
Olivia Walker
Alison Wheeldon 
Rhian Wilson
Jamaica Zuanetti

TICKETING
Director of
Ticketing Operations 
Brenna Sotiropoulos
Customer Service Sales 
Manager 
Jessie Phillips

VIP Ticketing Officer 
Michael Bingham
Education Ticketing 
Officer 
Mellita Ilich
Box Office Supervisor 
Kieran Gould-Dowen
Subscriptions & 
Telemarketing          
Team Leader
Peter Dowd
Box Office Attendants
Brent Davidson 
Kasey Gambling 
Min Kingham 
Evan Lawson 
Jean Lizza 
Bridget Mackey
Ross MacPherson 
Debra McDougall
Laura McIntosh 
Danielle Nicolaidis 
Daniel Scaffidi 
Tain Stangret
Lee Threadgold

CRM & AUDIENCE 
INSIGHTS
Director of CRM & 
Audience Insights
Jeremy Hodgins
Database Specialist 
Ben Gu
Data Analyst  
Dale Menz

COMMISSIONS
The Joan & Peter 
Clemenger 
Commissions 
Kylie Coolwell 
Anthony Weigh
NEXT STAGE Residents
Declan Furber Gillick
Dan Giovannoni
Elise Hearst
Andrea James
Phillip Kavanagh
Melissa Reeves
Natesha Somasundaram
Chris Summers
Kylie Trounson
NEXT STAGE 
Commissions 
Van Badham
Angus Cerini
Patricia Cornelius
Aidan Fennessy
Louris van de Geer
Michael Gow
Tom Holloway
Andrea James
Anchuli Felicia King
Benjamin Law
Joanna Murray-Smith
Joe Penhall
Leah Purcell
Ellen van Neerven
Chris Ryan
Megan Washington
Mark Leonard Winter

OVERSEAS 
REPRESENTATIVE
New York 
Kevin Emrick

M E L B O U R N E  T H E AT R E  C O M PA N Y



PATRON 
His Excellency the Honourable  
Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of 
Queensland

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Elizabeth Jameson (Chair) 
Rachel Crowley (Deputy Chair) 
Tracey Barker 
Simon Gallaher 
Angelina Hurley 
Susan Learmonth  
Dr Andrea Moor 
David Williamson AO

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Lee Lewis

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
Amanda Jolly

RESIDENT DRAMATURG 
Isaac Drandic 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 
Donna Maher 

DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT  
Zoë Connolly 
CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS 
MANAGER  
Danielle Shankey 
SPECIAL PROJECTS  
Liz Prior  
PHILANTHROPY COORDINATOR  
Georgia Lynas 
DEVELOPMENT AND EVENTS 
COORDINATOR  
Felicity Clifford 
GRANTS AND COMMUNICATION  
COORDINATOR 
Hannah Barr

FINANCE AND OPERATIONS
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
Valerie Tam 
ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT 
Georgia Knight  
FINANCE OFFICER  
Sarra Lamb  
FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS 
MANAGER  
Shaun Kelly 
VENUE AND BAR COORDINATOR 
Kimberley Mogg

MARKETING AND TICKETING
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING 
Laura Oliver  
MARKETING COORDINATOR 
Maneka Singh 
MARKETING ASSISTANT  
Cinnamon Smith  
MARKETING ASSISTANT (DIGITAL 
ENGAGEMENT)  
Thomas Manton–Williams  
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
Aleesha Cuffe 
PUBLICIST 
Kath Rose and Associates 
DATABASE TRAINER AND 
SUPERVISOR  
Rory Killen 
TICKETING SUPERVISOR   
Madison Bell  
TICKETING OFFICER 
Rosie Hazell  
BOX OFFICE  
Madeline Bassetti, Alana Dunn, 
Ashley Webster

PRODUCTION
DIRECTOR, TECHNICAL AND 
PRODUCTION  
Toni Glynn 
TECHNICAL MANAGER 
Daniel Maddison 
TECHNICAL COORDINATOR 
Lachlan Cross 
DEPUTY PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Candice Schmidt  
HEAD OF WORKSHOP 
Peter Sands 
COMPANY CARPENTER /  
HEAD MECHANIST 
John Pierce 
COSTUME SUPERVISOR 
Nathalie Ryner 
WARDROBE COORDINATOR 
Barbara Kerr

PROGRAMMING
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING  
Sophia Hall 
ARTISTIC COORDINATOR 
Samantha French 
PRODUCER, NEW WORK 
Shari Irwin 
ARTISTIC ADMINISTRATOR  
Hana Tow 
PROGRAMMING ASSISTANT  
Emily Wells

YOUTH, EDUCATION AND  
REGIONAL ENGAGEMENT
DIRECTOR, YOUTH, EDUCATION 
AND REGIONAL ENGAGEMENT  
Laurel Collins 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR  
Travis Dowling  
EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
Emma Funnell 
PROJECT OFFICER  
Alana Dunn 

INDIGENOUS REFERENCE GROUP
Nathan Jarro (Chair), Jimi Bani,  
Isaac Drandic, Angelina Hurley

FOUNDING DIRECTOR 
AIan Edwards, AM, MBE  
(1925-2003)

Queensland Theatre is a 
member of the Australian 
Major Performing Arts Group.





MTC LIFETIME PATRONS
Acknowledging a lifetime of extraordinary support for MTC.

Pat Burke
Peter Clemenger ao and  

Joan Clemenger ao
Dr Geraldine Lazarus and Greig Gailey

Allan Myers ac qc and Maria Myers ac
The Late Biddy Ponsford
The Late Dr Roger Riordan am 

Maureen Wheeler ao and  
Tony Wheeler ao

Ursula Whiteside
Caroline Young and Derek Young am

ENDOWMENT DONORS
Supporting the long term sustainability and creative future of MTC.

Leading gifts
Jane Hansen and Paul Little ao
The University of Melbourne
$50,000+
Geoffrey Cohen am
Orcadia Foundation
The Late Biddy Ponsford
Andrew Sisson ao and Tracey Sisson

$20,000+
Tony and Janine Burgess
Robert A Dunster 
Anne and Mark Robertson oam
$10,000+
Prof Margaret Gardner ao and  

Prof Glyn Davis ac
Jane Kunstler

$5,000+
R & P Harkness 
Anonymous

MTC gratefully acknowledges our visionary donors

M TC  C I R C L E S  O F  G I V I N G

MTC’S PLAYWRIGHTS GIVING CIRCLE 
Supporting the NEXT STAGE Writers’ Program. 

Louise Myer and Martyn Myer ao, Maureen Wheeler ao and Tony Wheeler ao, Christine Brown Bequest,  
Allan Myers ac qc and Maria Myers ac, Tony Burgess and Janine Burgess,  
Dr Andrew McAliece and Dr Richard Simmie, Larry Kamener and Petra Kamener

LEGACY CIRCLE
Acknowledging supporters who have made the visionary gesture of including a gift to MTC in their will.

Mark and Tamara Boldiston
Bernadette Broberg
Adam and Donna  

Cusack-Muller

Peter and Betty Game
Fiona Griffiths
Linda Herd
Irene Kearsey

Dr Andrew McAliece and  
Dr Richard Simmie

Peter Philpott and  
Robert Ratcliffe 

Max Schultz
Jillian Smith
Diane Tweeddale
Anonymous (13)

LEGACY GIFTS
Remembering and honouring those who have generously supported MTC through a bequest.

The Christine Brown Bequest The Kitty and Leslie  
Sandy Bequest

The Estate of Prudence  
Ann Tutton

The Estate of Freda E White

TRUSTS AND FOUNDATIONS



Donors whose annual gifts help MTC enrich and transform lives through the finest theatre imaginable.

BENEFACTORS CIRCLE MAJOR DONORS

$50,000+
The Joan and Peter  

Clemenger Trust
John Higgins ao and  

Jodie Maunder
Maureen Wheeler ao  

and Tony Wheeler ao

$20,000+
The Bonnici Family ●
Krystyna Campbell- 

Pretty am
Dr Geraldine Lazarus  

and Greig Gailey
Jane Hansen and
 Paul Little ao ●
Louise and Martyn Myer ao 
Caroline and Derek  

Young am ▲
Anonymous

$10,000+
Joanna Baevski ●
Erica Bagshaw
Sandy Bell and  

Daryl Kendrick
The Cattermole Family
Tom and Elana Cordiner ●
Christine Gilbertson ◆
Linda Herd ■ ●

Macgeorge Bequest
Susanna Mason ▲
Kendra Reid 
Craig Semple ▲
Luisa Valmorbida ▲
Anonymous

BENEFACTORS CIRCLE 

$5,000+
Bill Bowness ao
Dr Andrew Buchanan and  

Peter Darcy
Ian and Jillian Buchanan
Sandra and Bill Burdett am
Lynne and Rob Burgess 
Pat Burke and Jan Nolan
John and Robyn Butselaar
The Janet and Michael 

Buxton Foundation
Barry and Joanne 

Cheetham
The Dowd Foundation
The Gjergja Family
Murray Gordon and  

Lisa Norton
Robert and Jan Green
John and Joan Grigg oam
Jane Hansen ◆
Jane Hemstritch
Bruce and Mary Humphries
Karen Inge and  

Dr George Janko
Anne Le Huray
Marshall Day Acoustics  

(Dennis Irving 
Scholarship)

Ian and Judi Marshman
Matsarol Foundation
Ian and Margaret McKellar
George and Rosa Morstyn
Tom and Ruth O’Dea ■
Leigh O’Neill ◆
Dr Kia Pajouhesh  

(Smile Solutions)
Prof David Penington ac 

and Dr Sonay Hussein

Janet Reid oam and  
Allan Reid

Renzella Family 
Paul Ross and  

Georgina Costello
In loving memory of Berek 

Segan AM OBE – Marysia 
and Marshall Segan

Andrew Sisson ao and  
Tracey Sisson

Trawalla Foundation Trust
Ralph Ward-Ambler am and 

Barbara Ward-Ambler
Anonymous (4)

ADVOCATES CIRCLE

$2,500–$4,999
John and Lorraine Bates 
Marc Besen ac and  

Eva Besen ao
Jay Bethell and Peter Smart
Wendy and Paul Bonnici ◆
Diana Burleigh
Jenny and Stephen  

Charles ao
Sandy and Yvonne 

Constantine
Debbie Dadon am
Ann Darby ●
Dr Anthony Dortimer  

and Jillian Dortimer
Melody and  

Jonathan Feder ■ 
Dr Helen Ferguson
Grant Fisher and  

Helen Bird
Bruce Freeman ■
Nigel and Cathy Garrard 

Gaye and John Gaylard
Diana and Murray Gerstman
Heather and Bob 

Glindemann oam
Henry Gold
Roger and Jan Goldsmith
Lesley Griffin
Ballandry (Peter Griffin 

Family) Fund  
(a sub-fund of the 
Australian Communities 
Foundation)

Fiona Griffiths and  
Tony Osmond ◆

Tony Hillery and  
Warwick Eddington

Jane Hodder ◆
Peter and Halina Jacobsen
Amy and Paul Jasper
Rachel Kelly ◆
Leg Up Foundation
Alex and Halina Lewenberg
Virginia Lovett and  

Rose Hiscock ●
Don and Sue Matthews
Kim and Peter Monk ◆
Ging Muir and  

John McCawley ■
Sandy and Sandra Murdoch
Jane and Andrew Murray
Dr Paul Nisselle am and  

Sue Nisselle
Bruce Parncutt ao
Christopher Richardson 
Anne and Mark  

Robertson oam ◆
Hilary and Stuart Scott ●

Lynne Sherwood and the  
late Tim Sherwood

Jennifer Steinicke
Ricci Swart
James and Anne Syme
Richard and Debra  

Tegoni ◆ ●
Cheryl and Paul Veith
Price and Christine 

Williams
Raymond and Margaret 

Wilson Foundation
Gillian and Tony Wood
Laurel Young-Das and  

Heather Finnegan
Anonymous (7)

LOYALTY CIRCLE 

$1,000–$2,499
Prof Noel and  

Sylvia Alpins am
James Angus ao and  

Helen Angus
Kate Aplin
Mary-Louise Archibald
Margaret Astbury
Ian Baker and Cheryl 

Saunders
John and Dagnija Balmford
H & B Bamford
Jenny Barbour ◆
Angelina Beninati
Tara Bishop ◆
Jacquie Blackwell ◆
Diane and Graeme Boyer
Steve and Terry Bracks am
Jenny and Lucinda Brash
Bernadette Broberg

ANNUAL GIVING



To find out more about supporting MTC please call 03 8688 0938 or visit mtc.com.au/support Current as of Feb 2020 

Acknowledging Donors who join together to support innovative and inspiring programs for the benefit of  
our community.
▲  ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S 

CIRCLE
■  YOUTH AMBASSADORS  

GIVING CIRCLE
◆  WOMEN IN THEATRE  

GIVING CIRCLE
●  EDUCATION  

GIVING CIRCLE

Tania Broughmam ◆
Nigel and Sheena Broughton
Julie Burke
Katie Burke
Hugh Burrill
Pam Caldwell
Alison and John Cameron
John and Jan Campbell
Jessica Canning
Clare and Richard Carlson
Fiona Caro
Chef’s Hat
Chernov Family
Keith Chivers and Ron Peel 
Assoc Prof Lyn Clearihan 

and Dr Anthony Palmer
Dr Robin Collier and  

Neil Collier
Deborah Conyngham ●
Margaret Crothers
Ann Cutts
Mark and Jo Davey
Natasha Davies
Katharine Derham-Moore
Amanda and  

Mark Derham ◆
Katie Dewhurst ◆ 
Robert Drake
Dr Sally Duguid and  

Dr David Tingay
Bev and Geoff Edwards
George and Eva Ermer
Anne and Graham Evans ao
Dr Alastair Fearn
Peter Fearnside and  

Roxane Hislop
Isaac and Judi Feldman
Cathryn Findlay
Jan and Rob Flew
Rosemary Forbes and  

Ian Hocking
Heather and Simon  

McKeon ■
Elizabeth Foster

Glenn Fryer ●
John Fullerton
Gill Family Foundation
Sarah Gorman ◆
Brian Goddard
Charles and Cornelia Goode 

Foundation ◆
Sarah Gorman ◆
Ian and Wendy Haines
Charles Harkin
R & P Harkness ◆
Mark and Jennifer Hayes ●
The Hon Peter Heerey am 

qc and Sally Heerey
Barbara Holder
Emeritus Prof Andrea  

Hull ao
Ann and Tony Hyams am
Peter Jaffe & Judy Gold
Ed and Margaret Johnson
Prof Shitij Kapur and  

Dr Sharmistha Law
Irene Kearsey and  

Michael Ridley
Malcolm Kemp
Janette Kendall ◆
Julie and Simon Kessel
Fiona Kirwan-Hamilton  

and Simon E Marks qc
Doris and Steve Klein
Larry Kornhauser and  

Natalya Gill ■
Josephine and
 Graeme Kraehe ao
Pamela Lamaro ◆
Elizabeth Laverty
Verona Lea 
Joan and George Lefroy
Alison Leslie
Peter and Judy Loney
Lord Family ◆
Lording Family Foundation
Elizabeth Lyons
Ken and Jan Mackinnon

The Mann Family ●
Chris and Bruce Maple
Marin Charitable Trust
Dr Hannah Mason
Margaret and  

John Mason oam
Garry McLean
Elizabeth McMeekin
Emeritus Prof Peter McPhee  

and Charlotte Allen
Robert and Helena 

Mestrovic
John G Millard
Ross and Judy Milne-Pott
Luke and Janine Musgrave
Barbara and David Mushin
Dr Mrin and Dr Prakash 

Nayagam
Jacquie Naylor ◆ ●
Nelson Bros Funeral Services
Nick Nichola and  

Ingrid Moyle
Michele and John Nielsen
David and Lisa Oertle
Susan Oliver am ●
Tony and Margaret  

Pagone ◆
In Loving Memory of  

Richard Park 
Dr Annamarie Perlesz
Peter Philpott and  

Robert Ratcliffe
Prof Hannah Piterman ◆
Betty and John Pizzey
Dug and Lisa Pomeroy
Noel and Gaylene Porter
Sally Redlich
Victoria Redwood
Julie and Ian Reid
Phillip Riggio
Roslyn and Richard Rogers 

Family ●
B & J Rollason 
Sue Rose

Anne and Laurie Ryan
Edwina Sahhar
Margaret Sahhar am
Susan Santoro
Elisabeth and Doug Scott
Graeme Seabrook
Prof Barry Sheehan  

and Pamela Waller
Jacky and Rupert Sherwood
Diane Silk
Dr John Sime
Jane Simon and Peter Cox 
Reg and Elaine Smith oam 

– Earimil Gardens Charity
Tim and Angela Smith
Annette Smorgon ◆
Diana and Brian Snape am
Geoff and Judy Steinicke
Dr Ross and Helen Stillwell
Suzy and Dr Mark Suss ■
Rodney and Aviva Taft
Frank Tisher oam and  

Dr Miriam Tisher
Graham Wademan
Kevin and Elizabeth  

Walsh ■
Pinky Watson
Marion Webster oam ◆
Penelope and Joshua White
Ursula Whiteside
Janet Whiting am and  

Phil Lukies 
Ann and Alan Wilkinson ●
Jan Williams ■
Mandy and Edward Yencken
Greg Young
Anonymous (25)



T H A N K  YO U
MTC would like to thank the following organisations for their generous support

If you would like to join our corporate family or host a private event, please contact partnerships@mtc.com.au

2020 Partners current as of February 2020.

Marketing Partners

Southbank Theatre Partners

Premium Season Partners

Season Partners

Production Partners

Major Media Partners

Major Partners 



WINNER!WINNER! BEST MUSICALBEST MUSICAL TONY AWARDTONY AWARD

MUSIC BY JEANINE TESORI BOOK AND LYRICS BY LISA KRON
BASED ON THE GRAPHIC NOVEL BY ALISON BECHDEL

THE STAGE (UK) THE TELEGRAPH (UK) THE OBSERVER (UK)

Co-producer15 JULY — 15 AUG
TICKETS ON SALE NOW



PROUD PRODUCTION PARTNER – EMERALD CITY

genovese.com.au
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