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FOHEWOPD 

i n  A u g u s t ,  1965, t h e  L l t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of  t h e  H i s t o r y  

- f  5 c i e n c e s  was  h e l d  a t  Warsaw a n d  I(rakaw, and  a b o u t  700 s c i e n t i s t s  

a a t l l e r e d  t h e r e  f r o m  a i l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  i n c l u d i n g  8 0  Amer i cans .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y .  A u s t r a l i a  v a s  n o t  y , ep r e sen t ed  a t  t h e  Congress. 

S i r  P a u l  S t r z e l e c k i  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  d r e a m d  t h a t  s u c h  a  body  would  

ney h im  n t + i b u t e ,  92 y e a r s  a f t e r  ;his d e a t h ,  :,hen Mr. ul. S l a b c z y n s k i .  

r a n  : c v ~ t o d  t.o d e l i v e r  t h e  % $ d r e s s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  e n h i t i e d  " P a u l  S t . r z ? l e c k i  

s n d  h l a  c o n t r i b u t ~ o "  to t h e  Opez ing  Up of A u s t r a l i a , "  T h i s  a d d r e s s  va8 

:,ubl.s!led i n  E n g l i s h ,  11 t h e  Acnes  du X I  C o n ~ r e s  I n t e r . ? i i o n a i  d ' H i s t o i ~  

i e s  S c i e n c e s  - (l'apers of the i l t l i  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  Fj.iito:.p 

o f  B c l e n c e a ;  \in.rsou, :Y6E, I .  ppn2!:B-25P), b u t  it. i s  p r a c t a c a ? l ?  

aniiilo1.n t o  Auet:.ediarr r e a d e r s ,  Tkhus: 1 th in l t ,  r t  s!lcu'!,' :he p r o p e r  tr q u r t e  

! e r r  ,a f e w  &krougl;ts n P  *'?e s p e a k e r ,  i :hc i s  Lhr n u c o r .  o f  t i l e  mos t  . r e l i d b i +  

::iogv-aplly s - f  P i 7  P r o i ,  ~ ! ~ S l i u i ~ e d  i n  i i a r s a i r  in 19C'i. 206 n o t  y e t  c l u a l i e d  

':!i a,]:. w i t e ~ :  - "fi lch :;all been  w r i t t e n  a i r e s d y  o o  S t r z e l e c l i i .  &:r ing 

.L, I i a s i  deca4r n,. i e s n   hian an six books  O K  hiv :lave ' x e r  p u b l i s h e d r  il, 

1 s  :znd ? o l i s l i  - l o t ,  c o u o t i - g  qnmerous  2rt . ic i .s  alld e s s a y s . . ,  72 .  i . -  

7;. bo jd  ol>inkor~ t 1 s i x  bocks  -.!:ST m ~ n $ i o n ~ ? ;  are t h e  b e s t  i r o c f  

: ; i . r z e i e c k ~ %  w v o i r  ! ! c ~  l e f t  -1s s a n e t h i n g  v i t a k .  n v e r l a s t i n g .  .. 
?IT. s l a b c z y s l - ? .  a l s n  s a i d  thai .  f i r s t  of  a l l  S t r z e l e c k i ' n  a c i i i e v e m e c t s  i n  

J . u s t . r a l i a  v i s  " i n v r ~ . : ~ g a C x o n  z t ~ d  mapr ing  o f  t h e  liigl:es% e i ~ <  t h e  m a s t  

2 ~ c a r t a n t  par . i  o f  t h e  C v e a l  D i v i d l n g  liange'" a d d d i g  i n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i h a t  

! r e  Snowy Mountnrns  H y d r o - E l e c t r i c  scheme" i s  n o t h i n g  d s e  t h n n  t,tm 

f : : l f i l m n t  of h1.s d reams  t o r  A ~ i s t r e l i a " ,  which S t r z e l e c k i  e r p l . e s s e a  ii? 

$,he e a r l y  l H ' t O ' s ,  2 : :  o l e  e e n t e n c c :  " I r r i p n t l ~ n  t h e n  becomes t i l e  Olrst 

menuvra u % t l :  w:?rcii Lhe . ~ g r . i c n j . t u r a l  imprnirements  of A u s t r a l i a  ms?. beg:n.." 

- 1. 
$ 3  c1:mbir.g nod nnaj.og on' Mokinnt ! iose iu%ko vas o n l y  a n  i a c ~ d e n t  in 

S t r z ~ l e c k b ~ s  e x p l o r c t i o n  c: t i le  i;r.eas D i v ~ d i n g  Range. 1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  

, ,  . .. -1r- !'teni:eil i l e n r y  ! i n b e r t s .  ii: ;::9 I t i s t o r y  of  A u s t r a l i a n  Land S e t t l e m e n t  

j h l e l b n u r r ~ s .  1424, p.345: 2nd e a ,  :968. p .368)  was t h e  f i r s t  t ,o i n d i c a t e  

I h e  vailie : i r , r . z e l e c k i ' ~  n i a n a  . C O T  z r r i g a t i o n  l o  NEW S o u t h  Wales .  

L j o n e I  ';yma,-e 13 ; . : i n  book S t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  Snowy ( ~ e l h o u r n e ,  1968, 

. - 
L a l s o  meaukonsd  S t r z e l e e k i ' s  5 r o a d  v l e v  of t h e  l u t u r e  : -egard ing  

j r r i g a t i o n  a n d  c s r l z r r s n t i o n  of  w a t e r  ir, i h i s  c o u n t r y ,  



We s h o u l d  remember as w e l l ,  t h a t  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1840 's  

S t r z e l e c k i  f o r t o l d  a v e r y  b r i g h t  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  wool i n d u s t r y .  

Dur ing t h e  las t  twen ty  y e a r e  I have c o l l e c t e d ,  and I a m  s t i l l  

c o l l e c t i n g ,  t h e  b i o g r a p h i c a l  m a t e r i a l  a b o u t  S i r  P a u l  S t r z e l e c k i .  My 

i n t e r e s t  i n  him stemmed f rom my s t u d y  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of P o l i s h  t r a v e l l e r s  

and s e t t l e r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  I have a l s o  g a t h e r e d  a  number of a r t i c l e s  and 

o t h e r  i t e m s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  v h e t h e r  S t r z e l e c k i  c l imbed  

?daunt Kosciunko o r  b u n t  Townsend. I had a lways  hoped t h a t  one day  a man 

w i t h  an  i n t i m a t e  knowledge of t h e  l o c a l  topography  v o u l d  examine t h e  

e x i s t i n g  e v i d e n c e  and w i l l  g i v e  an  answer  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  we a r e  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  L<.'nuel H.P.C.Clews 

u n d e r t o o k  t h i n  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  I have r e a d  h i s  t h o r o u g h l y  

s c i e n t i f i c  and c o o l  examina t ion  of James h c a r t h u r ' s  t e s t i m o n y  n o t  o n l y  

w i t h  d e e p  i n t e r e s t  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  s k i l l f u l  

approach  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

I have l i t t l e  t o  add t o  t h i s  v a l u a b l e  p a p e r  by Lt.Colone1 Clews, 

h u t  pe rhnps  i t  s h o u l d  be a t r e e s e d ,  t h a t  S t r z e l e c k i  came t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  i n  

1839, as an  e x p e r i e n c e d  e x p l o r e r ,  who s p e n t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e  on t r a v e l s  

f rom t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  of Canada t o  t h e  d e s e r t s  of Utah; f rom t h e  mines of 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  Mexico and B r a z i l  t o  t h e  v o l c a n o e s  of H a w a i i ,  and i n  t h e  C h i l e a n  

Andes c l imbed t h e  peaks  of 15,000 f e e t .  He was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a l m o s t  a l l  

c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  

Ilowever, i t  i s  n o t  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  w r i t e  h e r e  a b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  

of S i r  P a u l  S t r z e l e c k i .  I t  i s  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  r e a d  t h i s  e x c e l l e n t  a r t i c l e  

by L i e u t e n n n t  Co lone l  Clews based  on a s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  

i n  t i m e s  when manypr in ted  pages  a r e  f i l l e d  v i t ,h  m i s l e a d i n g  a n d  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  

s t a t e m e n t s .  

Melbourne,  March 1970. Lech Paazkowski.  



INTRODUCTION 

Many d e s c r i p t i o n s  have been w r i t t e n  of  t h e  a s c e n t  of Mount Kosciusko 

:p Peni Edmund S t r z e l e c k i .  % s t  of these  have been w r i t t e n  by people n o i  

!n t i r ra teky  a c q u a i n t e d  w i i h  t h e  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  f e a t u r e s  of the  approaches  t o  

r.ocnt I!o~cius%c, aod perhaps most cf t h e  w r i t e r s  have beti? persons  norwily 

iorkdog i n  a n  o f f i c e ,  iaot be ing  fie!a men, and a l s o  iiaving no persona: 

experier ice of p s h i n g  i n t o  a b s o l u t e l y  unknown, o r  unaappei  coun t ry .  

71 .lie g r e s e i ~ t  w r i t e r  c l ; ins  t h d t  Be i t!lc?oughly a c q n a i n t e a  with :he 

q e z t e r n  approaches  t o  Woofie Zose iusko ,  having performed aucn cf the work i:: 

a ; : ~ i i : g  h e  wes te rn  escarpment from a i r  pbofos when ?he f i r s t  military map 

.:f the allea we5 sade  i z  aharct 1Fji8. Tc this i s  added  ti:^ itaowledga ge inea  

lahen iiorliing 25 j. stirlreyor w i t h  tiie Snowy Houotsins A u t h c r i t y  i r a  ! 9 5 O  t o  

l958, A t  p r r s e z t ,  :;e i s  l i v i n g  .;a t h e  f s o t h l i l s  of t h e  wes te rn  e s c a r p n e n t  

-::r p robab ly  ,!ot zcra tiiar a ni ie  from S t r z e l e c k i 8 s  r o u t e  ap 60 !huat 

ii;sciuako. 

ti? has  d s o  i ~ a d  the  exper ience  of pushing i n t o  unknom c o u n t r y  ~ r d  

f ~ ~ ? d i n g  r o u t e s  by l cok ing  a b o u t  from any a v a i l a b l e  vantage p o i n t  a s  nrl:h 

i e r i a l  r econna i ssance  n o r  a i r  pho tos  were a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  t ime ,  In  more 

r e c e n t  t ~ m e a ?  tlie use of  a e r o p l a n e s  f o r  o b s e r v a t i o n  and a l s o  a i r  p.A,oSoprhp:y 

;ao!r the k ! ~ a n c i n e s s ~  oi l t  of t h i s  k ind  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Yhe r e a d e r  i s  

r e f e r r e d  to t h e  a r t i c l e  "The Bad B i t  A c r s s s  t h e  River",  by t , h ~  present ,  v r i t e r ,  

Raving made t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i t  i s  proposed t o  f o l l o w  

S t r a e l e c k i ?  movements from somewhat b e f o r e ,  t o  j u s t  a f t e r ,  h i s  a s c e n t  of 

t ; ie  wun ' t a in ,  It 6 s  ~ w p o r t a o t  t o  remember t h a t  h i s  t r i p  t o  b u n t  Hosciusko 

ifas a c t  a s e p a r a t e  e s p e d i t i o n ,  but, a minor i i v e r s i o r !   fro^ h i s  $ i g g e r  

e x p e a i t i o n  a c r o s s  Gippsiand,  

PRELIMINARIES 

S ~ r z e l e c k i  !eft Sydney on 2iat December, 1879, This i s  a t t e s t e d  by 

5. l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t y  ~ ; % m  on t i a t  d a t e  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  Donaldson i n  .?elbourne, 

' '7 Gn ~ f f  for tiie Snowy Mountains & h i s  ve ry  nownt - from thence  f o r  P o r t  

P h i l l i p  and Launceston - Hobart  Town - Sydney aga in" ,  He was a t  Camden on 

25 th  December, and  on t h e  20 th  January  ai Bagaiong (midway between Yaas and 

>@ong) - a c c o r d i n g  t o  a l e t t e r  by P h i l i p  Gid ley  King t o  John Ilay of Yelaregang 

:.@commending S t r z e l e c k i  t o  him. He a r r i v e a  a t  E l l e s s l i e  - Hannibal  M a c a r t h u r t s  

:tei;iir!; on S i n  February ,  1840, w i t h  a pack horse  aod c o n v i c t  s e r v s n t ,  



2. 

However, on t h e  way f rom Sydney he had m d e  many d e v i a t i o n s  as can be deduced from 

h i s  book " P h y s i c a l  1 )esc r ip t ion" .  Being a keen g e o l o g i s t ,  he had examined t h e  

c o u n t r y  f rom t h e  Shoalhaven R i v e r  t o  Yass P l a i n s  and v i s i t e d  many p r o p e r t i e s .  

On f i r s t  a r r i v i n g  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a t  Sydney i n  1839, S t r z e l e c k i  s p e n t  t h r e e  

months g e t t i n g  t o  know t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e  people .  Ile made f r i e n d s  w i t h  a n y  

people  be ing  a p l e a s a n t ,  a g r e e a b l e  companion, i n c l u d i n g  James Macar thur  and ,  

i n  view of s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s ,  t h i s  was impor tan t .  S t r z e l e c k i  then  l e f t  

Sydney on a t o u r  a f  t h e  Upper Rlue Mountains and westwards  t o  t h e  Canobolas.  

A f t e r  t h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  he wished  t o  examine t h e  d i v i d i n g  range as f a r  as 

Wi l son ' s  Promontory and i n s p e c t  t h e  Alps ,  a l l  w i t h  t h e  v iew of e x t e n d i n g  h i s  

g e o l o g i c a l  knowledge of t h e  coun t ry .  

I n  t l ~ u  meantime Hacar thur  had gone t o  Tasmania and w h i l e  r e t u r n i n g  as 

a passenKer aboard  1I.M.S. P e l o r u s  was blown o f f  c o u r s e  t o  t h e  wes t  of Wi l son ' s  

Promontory and f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Gipps land  c o a s t .  He n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  

r anges  d i d  n o t  r i s e  u n t i l  w e l l  hack f rom t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  and c o n s i d e r e d  i t  

l i k e l y  t h a t  good g r a z i n g  l and  e x i s t e d  between t h e  mounta ins  a n d  t h e  c o a s t .  

Ile the reupon  dec ided  t o  t a k e  an e x p e d i t i o n  i n  t o  i n s p e c t  t h i s  coun t ry .  On 

a r r i v a l  i n  Sydney he met S t r z e l e c k i  a g a i n  and found t h a t  he wanted t o  look 

a t  t h e  geo logy  of t h e  sam coun t ry .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  j o i n  f o r c e s  

w i t h  Macartl lur f i n d i n g  most of t h e  f o o d  s u p p l i e s ,  e x t r a  uen and h o r s e s ,  

which c o s t  him some 2500 s t e r l i n g .  Macar thur ,  of c o u r s e ,  had no p a r t i c u l a r .  

reason t o c l i m b  t h e  A l p s ,  b u t  accompanied S t r z e l e c k i  on t h e  t r i p  up what  is  

now k n o m  as Kosciusko.  

S t r z e l e c k i ' s  movements be tveen  5 t h  Februa ry ,  when he a r r i v e d  a t  

E l I e r a l i e  S t a t i o n ,  and 2nd March when he l e f t  i t  w i t h  Macar thur  r e q u i r e  some 

guesswork. The o n l y  v e r i f i e d  d a t e s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of a v e r  f o u r  weeka a r e  

t h e  t a b l e s  i n  " P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n "  pp 2O9/2ll which show S t r z e l e c k i  a t  

E l l e r s l i e  on 2f;th, 2 8 t h  and S t h ,  F e b r u a r y  engaged i n  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

These  d a t e s  a r e  v e r i f i e d  by Sun D e c l i n a t i o n s  used i n  t h e  t a b l e s .  There  i s  

a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by R i l e y  t o  h i s  mother  i n  England and d a t e d ,  "Melbourne, 

May 30 th ,  lRlt0 - My d e a r  mother ,  my l a s t  was d a t e d  f rom E l l e r a b u r g h ,  F e b r u a r y  

7 t h  - I wa8 then  on t h e  eve  of s t a r t i n g  v i t h  Count S t r z e l e c k i  and James 

Macar thur  on an  expedi t ion . .  W.L. Havard, p. 59. I t  would a p p e a r  t h a t  R i l e y  



-&.fie sn e r r u r  i n  t h ~ s  d a t e  - h n o t h e i  ir, tr.e amazing amount o f  i . nco r rec t  

ca t i r rg  I n  cunnect iur t   wit!^ t h e  Koaeiusko a s r e f i t ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d  t , h a t  k c a r t b u r  

! e f t  Cunning f&r E I L c r s ~ i e  - presuma5ly accoa;~ci i ied  by H i l e y  J U  F r h r u a r y  I ra . .  

:,See Liias UaleyUs d c c o u a t  t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  I l i s t o r ~ c v l  S o c i e t y  u o  28 th  i j ; r i ' . .  

! T h i s  d a t ~ .  i r  n o t  v e r i f i e d  b u t  a, L e t t e r  f rom 9 i l e y  t o  h-is et.epf;i,Cer 

!ared  f rom G i l e r s b u i g h ,  F e b r u a r y  % 7 r d o  8 1  a u p e a r s  t n  plclce t h e  a r r i v a l  

:P k h c a r t l ~ u r ' r  p a r t y  a t  E l i e r s l i e  at  a  i a y  c r  two e a r i i e r ,  Riiey f u r t h e r ,  

s t a t e s  tha.& t h e y  .,ere a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  lambing,  iiilieh accoun ted  f o r  Liir 

de:ay i n  lo;,viug fo rward ,  C t r z e l e c l r i  u sed  t h i s  pe r iod  to m k e k n s  t e m p e r s t u r e  

r e a d i n g s  r e f e r r e d  t o  elaevhei-a.  

:t i s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  S t r z e l e c h i  a f t e r .  a  f e w  days  r e s t  a t  E l l e r s L i ~ ,  

! e f t  f o r  Ye la regang  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  racorumendatioc, given bim by 

P h r i l p  C i d l e y  King a t  Hagalong on 20tla January ,  t o  ..lr., ( a f t e r w a r d s  sir) 

Jo!~n t h y ,  He was h o s p i t a b l y  r e c e i v e d  and p robab ly  made some c b s e r v a t i o n a  

t h e r e  - u e x t n n t  f i x  f o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  and ba romete r  r e a d r n g s ,  etc, 

Alaa lie prubal: ly t o o k  b e a r i n g s  t o  Darga l ,  Tumburumba a n d  p o s ~ i l - i y  E u s c i . . ~ s k o ,  

lrt~icil can 'ut i e e n  f rom We1aregar.g. He meritions Fn '*!Jiiysical Desc r i ; t i oL . "  

that ilc o c e o s i c n a l l y  used t r i a n g u l a t i o n  f o r  f ~ r l n g  gos l t :uns ,  i t  la P a i r i y  

c e r t a i n  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  v i s i t  e i t h e r  Darga l  o r  Tumburumba, a l t l i a u g l ~  'jot?. ;.re 

c c r r e c t i y  p l a c e d  on 111s map, and Darga l  i s  h e i g l ~ t e d  r e a s o n a b l y  a c c i i r a t z i g ,  

Hut !le had no knowledge t h a t  t h e  Tooma E v e r  r a n  t o  t h e  e a s t  of Darya l  diid 

thought  c h a t  t h i s  inountaln w a s  on t h e  d i v i d e  betveer;  Lire Murray and H~>.rrumbidgre 

v a t e r s .  i e i t h e r  mouncaln i s  mentioned i n  h i s  g e o l o g i c a l  i lotee.  

He r e t u r ~ e d  dlowIy t o  k L l e r s l i e  w k i n g  ~ b s e r v a t , i o c . t  dt Bago and ~ r l s ; t c d  

l k t z t i n  i l l u t son?  S t a t i o n  (P ,  King) where he probab ly  a h t a i ~ ~ o n  t h e  g e o g i a p h l c a i  

v a l u e s  a l r e a d y  kncwn, A f t e r  r e t n r n ~ n g  t o  E l l e r s l l e  lie of ider tack t:ie teeptrev:j,e 

r e a d i n g s  r e f e r r e d  t o  s a r l i e r  on 26tt,,  2 8 t h  and 2 9 t h  Februe,-y: v i e  t i  l o .  

%r:a r thur  t o  make ready  t u  l e a v e .  

! t  i s  t o  be n o t e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  bnowy Mountains were n o t  q u l t e  TI::-, 

known before S t r a e l e c k i  went up  Kosciusko,  he  w a s  t o t a l l y  unaware of t h e  Snowy 

R i v e r  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  easP,. I t  is  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  .Mr. C h a r l e s  Ruon, gu ided  by 

an  aborigine, c r o s s e d  t h e  mounta ins  f rom t h e  Monaro t o  Welaregang i n  1837 

keep ing  between t h e  M ~ r r a y  a n d  h r r u m b l d g e e  wa te r s .  



There  was u  timall p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Kosciusko was c l imbed by a  John Lhotsky i n  

1834. An a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Caoma-Monaro E x p r e s s  d a t e d  16,5.69 by Dr. D, N. J e a n s  

a n d  Mr. W.1;. 11. G i l l f i l l a n  s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  approach ing  f rom t h e  s o u t h  e a s t  

d i r e c t i o n  Lhotsky c r o s s e d  t h e  Crackenback R i v e r  and c l imbed  on t o  t h e  Rams 

llead Ilnnge. From t h e r e  he dropped i n t o  t h e  Snowy R i v e r  V a l l e y  and f o l l o w e d  i t  

u p  t o  Kouciusko which he named " M t .  Wi l l i am t h e  Four th" .  

A g a i n s t  t h i s  a v e r y  s h o r t  a r t i c l e  i n  "The Age"  elbo bourne) d a t e d  

13,4.70 by Nnrmun Wakef i e ld  s t a t e s  t h a t  D r i f t  H i l l  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  

Crackenhacl< R i v e r  was t h e  h i l l  c l imbed  a n d  named. The w r i t e r  is  i n c l i n e d  t o  

doub t  Lho t skyss  a s c e n t  of Mount Kosciusko,  f i r s t  because  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  under-  

s t a n d  a n y  pe r son  making h i s  way t o  t h e  h i g h r s t  p o i n t  on t h e  Mountains and r e a c h i n g  

t h e  t o p  of tile b m s  llead Range n o t  p roceed ing  d i r e c t l y  u p  t h e  Flange i n s t e a d  of 

droppinp,  i n t o  t h e  Snowy Val ley .  Second ly ,  i t  is t o  be n o t e d  t h a t  Lhotsky n e v e r  

c h a l l e n g e d  S t r z e l e c k i ' s  c l a i m s  r e g a r d i n g  Kosciusko when he l i v e d  i n  London and 

c e r t a i n l y  knew t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  " P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n "  by S t r z l e c k i .  P e r h a p s  

i t  is  preferable t o  r e t u r n  t h e  v e r d i c t  "Not Proven" w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  L h o t s k y s s  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of "Kosciusko" w i t h  h i s  "Mount W i l l i a m  t h e  Four th" .  

TtlE DOCUMENTATION 

The documenta t ion  of t h e  c l i m b  was e x t r e m e l y  weak depending s o l e l y  on 

S t r z ~ l e c k i ~ s  r e p o r t s ,  u n t i l  p o r t i o n  of U a c a r t h u r ' s  d i a r y  c o v e r i n g  t h e  d e t o u r  

t r i p  t o  t h e  t o p  of Kosciusko became a v a i l a b l e i n  19142, when a few pages  came 

i n t o  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  M i t c h e l l  L ib ra ry .  S t r z e l e c k i  s c a r c e l y  e v e r  r e c o r d e d  

a  d a t e  f o r  a n y  of h i s  t r a v e l n ,  and of t h e  t h r e e  he d i d  r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  whole of 

t h e  Gipps land  e p i s o d e  t h e  day  he l e f t  Sydney and t h e  day he a r r i v e d  a t  

W e s t e r n p o r t  a p p e a r  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  a s c e n t  of Kosciusko i s  wrong. 

T h i s  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  because  e v e r y  t ime  he used  t h e  s e x t a n t  t o  o b t a i n  p o s i t i o n  he 

must have r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  N a u t i c a l  Almanac under  t h e  c o r r e c t  d a t e  f o r  t h e  sun o r  

s t a r  co -o rd ina tes .  

S t r z e l e c k i  c e r r l e d  a ch ronomete r  which he would have used i n  l o n g i t u d e  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n s .  P r a c t i c a l l y  no ch ronomete r s  a r e  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  a l l  such  

i n s t r u m e n t s  have an  e x t r e m e l y  a c c u r a t e  v a r i a t i o n ,  s o  e v e r y  t ime he used  t h e  
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chronowete r  I I E  xist nave r e f a r r e d  t u  t h e  c o r r e c t  d a t e  Lo a s c e r t t l n  wnat t h e  

a i o  

i t  is surpr iski l l ;  that t h e  aaze  was n o t  q u e r i e d  b e f o r e  ?!acart.:ll;r~'s u i e r v  

,t.cara: a . u a i i a S l e ,  becsuee  i n  S t r z e l e c k i o s  bock ' T l l y s i c a i  D e s c r ~ ! , t i o n , ~ . " ,  ~n 

e .  209/211 2 i r  5 t a b l e  shav i i ig  t h a t  h e  was a e  E l l e r s l a e  on  26t!~:, 28t.: 

-riu 29th  Fr-byuary r e a d l n g  %he tbe rmcmete r s  a t  hol ; r ly  i n t e r v a l s ,  '2" eu.i 

- e c L i n o t a u n ~  i n  % h i s  t a h l e  v e r i f y  the d a t e s ,  1.1 h n s  own accaui:$, r f t e r  ~ e c -  

.:eit<lng f r o m  Koeciusko he went s t r a i g h t  on d o i n  t o  0 ~ x 0 ,  and 2-nn nu+. - , e t c ~ ~ !  

iu E i i e r s l i a ,  We ms at > ! c A I ~ ~ t e r ~ s  o u t - s t a t i o n  on t h e  Tamto Iil..rt.. ,<#  a,!iz 

i:l+.h Marc!?, Z l lowing  f o r  " s e v e r a l  days"  d t  Omea t h i s  uou ld  concnr  i i l :  

;iicsr.tiiiir% i d n e  f o r  t h e  Moscil?ska a s c e n t  of !darch 12 th .  SLrzeLec! ir l i  2-.LC 

. cii.rnb.ing Koscinalro, namely F e b r u a r y  I S t h ,  v o u l d  make t h i s  i u t e r v r . :  :I,;. 

,,:erxs l r l s t e a d  of two, 

A p a r t  f r o 2  liis c a r e l e s s n e s s  in d a t r n g  e v e n t s ,  S t r z e L e c k i  .-1s very  

.erercni i , i  wiy topograph ica l ,  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  lie d i s m i s s e s  t h e  s l l f f i b  u p  .:.s- 

. iurrks? i n  a fer: wor.&a,, "1 ?ui?awe,i t h e  w i a d i u g s  of t h a t  veil.) !tile : . i u r ~ a y :  

t r r .  ; o n z t  '3 wa!es Cq:ter);! ic t h e  ( p a r t )  f o o t  o f  t h e  h l g k e s t  p r c t u b e r a n c r  . .f 5iie 

>!astr~li.il 1 ~ ~ 1 ~ s ~  ,which i t  was my o b j e c t  t o  a s c e n d  and examine. The e!;eeoneeu 

i:? t,i:e oumber iesa  r i d g e s ,  i n t e r s e c t e d  by g u l l i e s  and t o r r e n t s ,  rendere t :  t L ' -  

..seen: ; , a t t e r  of nu small d i f f i c u l t y ,  v h i c h  was n o t  a l i t t l e  i1:creast.d by 

A e  weigi:t of  t h e  i r rs t ruments ,  whicli, f a r  s a f e t y ,  i c a r r i e d  o:r my back. 

Cnce on t h e  c r e s t  o f  bite r ange ,  t h e  remainder cf t h e  a s c e n t  to i%8 h i g h e s t  

3 innac le  was accompl i shed  w i t h  compara t ive  e a s e .  On t h e  1 5 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  d l . ~ ~ t  

noon, T Pouiid myself  on an  e l e v a t i o n  o f  6510 f e e t  above t h e  bevel o f  t h e  z c a ,  

d e a t e d  on p e r p e t u a l  snow', 

The c h i e f  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  verifying any af  S t r z e l e c k i V s  f i n d i n g s  a r r s e s  

f rom t h e  l o s e  of h i s  F i e l d  Book and pe rhaps  h i s  computa t ion  s h e e t s ,  Th i s  

F i e l d  Book would r e c o r d  t h e  d a t e  and t ime  of , e v e r y  s t a t i o n  f i x e d  by s e x t a n t  

r s a d i n g s  pPas t h e  c rude  ha romete r  r e a d i n g s  w i t h  t h e r m o m t e r  r e a d i n g s  and 

a s n o s p h e r i c  m o i s t u r e  c o n a n t i a n s ,  I t  i s  a g a i n s t  a i l  s u r v e y  e t h i c s  f o r  such 

book t o  be d e s t r o y e d .  But i t  mst be remembered t h a t  S t r z e i e c k i  was a  

g a f t e d  amateur  and n o t  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  any of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  v h i c h  he 

~ q r a c t i c e d .  I n  h i e  l a s t  v i l l ,  i n  London, he l e f t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  a l l  h i s  

a a p e r s  t o  be d e s t r o y e d .  Al though  t h e  v i l l  w a s  c h a l l e n g e d  by d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e s  



6. 

f rom Poland,  i t  i s  p robab le  t h a t  h i s  p a p e r s  v e r e  d e s t r o y e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Cour t  

i n t e r v e n e d .  

Thc o n l y  k n o m  uap  shov ing  t h e  r o u t e  u p  Kosciusko i s  t h e  one accompanying 

S t r z e l e c k i ' s  " Repor t  t o  Governor Gipps" .  While t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o b t a i n e d  by 

s e x t a n t ,  and a l s o  some by t r i a n g u l a t i o n  a r e  p l o t t e d  r e a s o n a b l y  a c c u r a t e l y ,  

h i s  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  d e t a i l  be tveen  t h e s e  p o i n t s  i s  o f t e n  l u d i c r o u s .  Any modern 

t o p o g r a p h e r  armed v i t h  a p e n c i l  and s h e e t  of paper  vou ld  make a b e t t e r  s k e t c h  

of t h e  r o u t e  u p  Kosciusko than  a p p e a r s  on t h e  map. Rut he made c o p i o u s  

n o t e s  - probab ly  i n  t h e  m i s s i n g  F i e l d  Book - of t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s  

encoun te red ,  v h i c h  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  h i s  " P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n " .  

Al though he p l o t s  Darga l  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h i s  

mountain v a s  o b t a i n e d  by t r i a n g u l a t i o n .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  he u s e d  t r i a n g u M i o n  

a t  t imes .  Ile d i d  n o t  g o  t h e r e ,  and v a s  n o t  a v a r e  t h a t  t h e  Tooma R i v e r  r a n  

beh ind  i t  on t h e  E a s t  s i d e .  H i s  knovledge of t h e  T u m t  R i v e r  - o r  Doomutt as  

he c a l l s  i t  - v a s  o b t a i n e d  f rom Mr. P. King vho had made a s u r v e y  of i t s  l o v e r  

r eaches .  

I t  i s  t o  be n o t e d  t h a t  S t r z e l e c k i  n e v e r  ment ions  t h a t  anybody nccom- 

p a n i e d  him on t h e  Kosciusko t r i p ,  and judg ing  s o l e l y  on h i s  w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  

he made t h e  t r i p  e n t i r e l y  on h i s  o m .  But t h e  " P o r t  P h i l l i p  l l e ra ld"  June  2nd 

r e p o r t e d "  -- Count and Mr. Macar thur  a scended  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Alps  on t h e  

1 2 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  a b o u t  noon, t h e y  found themse lves  s i t t i n g  on t h e  most e l e v a t e d  

peak of A u s t r a l i a  -". It  can  be assumed t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( n o t  v e r y  

a c c u r a t e  b u t  ment ioned Macar thur ) ,  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  p r e s s  by S t r z e l e c k i  h imse l f .  

When Macar thur ' s  " d i a r y "  became a v a i l a b l e  t h e  documenta t ion  of t h e  t r i p  

vas v a s t l y  improved. Appendix I g i v e s  a  copy of t h e  d i a r y ,  and a l s o  a l e t t e r  

f r o m  M r .  C h a r l e s  Daly  of t h e  V i c t o r i a n  I I i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  e x p l a i n i n g  how t h e  

d i a r y  came i n t o  h i s  hands.  I n s t e a d  of S t r z e l e c k i ' s  s k e t c h y  and m i s l e a d i n g  

d e s c r i p t i o n ,  an  a p p a r e n t l y  a c c u r a t e  and d e t a i l e d  s t o r y  of t h e  a s c e n t  is  g iven .  

Also ,  i t  names t h e  p e r s o n s  making t h e  t r i p ,  w i t h  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e i r  camps. 

T h i s  e n a b l e s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  approach  and a s c e n t  t o  be f o l l o v e d  s t e p  by 

s t e p ,  and t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of t h e i r  t h r e e  camps t o  be d e t e r m i n e d  r e a s o n a b l y  

a c c u r a t e l y .  Whi le  any  pe r son  knowing t h e  w e s t e r n  approaches  c o u l d  make a 

r e a s o n a h l y  c o r r e c t  a s sumpt ion  of t h e  r o u t e  f o l l o w e d ,  Macar thur ' s  d i a r y  t u r n e d  
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t h i s  a s sumpt ion  i n t o  a v e r y  p r o b a b l e  c e r t a i n t y .  The e a r l i e r  t h o u g h t s  on t h e  

a s c e n t  were b e - d e v i l l e d  by t h e  l a t e r  m i s t a k e  of Townsend f o r  Kosciusko made by 

t h e  V i c t o r i a n  T r i a n g u l a t i o n .  H a c a r t h u r P s  D i a r y  shows t h a t  Townsend Was f i r s t  

c l imbed  and t h a t  t h e n  S t r z e l e c k i  went  s o u t h  t o  Kosciusko.  C u r i o u s l y ,  S t r z e l e c k i  

v e r i f i e s  t h i s  by "once on t h e  c r e s t  of t h e  r ange ,  t h e  r emainder  of t h e  ascent: 

t o  i t s  h i g h e s t  p i n n a c l e  was accompl i shed  w i t h  compara t ive  e a s e " .  

The m i s t a k e n  d a t e  of t h e  a s c e n t  g i v e n  by S t r z e l s c k i  m y  be d i s c u s s e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  I leading of ' documenta t ione .  S t r z e l e c k i  o n l y  once g i v e s  thy  d a t e  

a s  1 5 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  1840,  - i n  h i a  r e p o r t  t o  Governor S i r  G. Gipps.  He a l s o  

g i v e s  a  most b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  a s c e n t  i n  t h e  Sam r e p o r t ,  b u t  ment ions  

n e i t h e r  t h e  d a t e  n o r  description i n  " P h y s i c a l  Desc r ip t , i unN.  So t h a t  t h e  d a t e  

of 1 5 t h  F e b r u a r y  is s o l e l y  S t r z e l e c k i ' s  r e c o r d  andl n o t  s u p p o r t e d  by any  o t h e r  

ev idence .  I t  would be though t  t h a t  t h e  d a t e  of an  e v e n t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  would 

p e r s i s t  i n  a man's mind, and i n  a n y  c a a e  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  I r i s  F i e l d  Book, o r  

computa t ion  s h e e t s ,  would immedia te ly  g i v e  t h e  c o r r e c t  d a t e .  

I t  i s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  S t r z e l e c k i  a t  the  t lme  of making t h e  r e p o r t  t o  

Governor  Gipps  m e  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  s u r e  of h i s  E n g l i s h  and was a s s i s t e d  i n  

~ t a  c o m p i l a t i o n  by Henry Fysche G i s b o r n e ,  an  o f f i c i a l  i n  Melbourne. I t  was 

s i g n e d  by S t r z e l e c k i  on June 2 6 t h ,  1840. He l e f t  by b o a t  P o r  Tasmania on 

1 0 t h  J u l y  hav ing  been i n  Melbourne f o r  some s i x  o r  seven weeks,  w h i l s t  w a i t i n g  

f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of R i l e y  and p a r t y ,  who had gone back t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  h o r s e s  

and g e a r  which t h e y  had l e f t  when t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  make t h e  f o r c e d  march t o  

Wes te rnpor t .  I t  i s  p o s s l b l e  t h a t  S t r z e l e c k i ' s  f i e l d  book was w i t h  t h i s  g e a r ,  

and t h a t  S t r z e l e c k i  a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  i t  would r e a s l i s e  t h e  i n c o r r e c t  d a t e  g i v e n  

f o r  t h e  a s c e n t .  n u t ,  i f  s o ,  t h i s  was n o t  acknowledge,  a n d  t h e  d a t e  was 

n e v e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  by him. 

I l i l e y ' s  l e t t e r s  may a l s o  be a c c e p t e d  as documenta t ion b u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

of a l e t t e r  quo ted  by Ikv.  Go. (:ox suppose& t o  be  d a t e d  a t  " E l l e r s b u r g h " ,  

F e b r u a r y  7tl1, is  d o u b t f u l .  A l e t t e r  t o  h i s  s t e p f a t h e r  d a t e d  a t  E l l e r s l e i g h  

Y r b n ~ a r y  23rd ,  1840 1s e x t r e m e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  He ment ions  t h e  p r i c e s  oP h i s  

h o r s e s  a t  C75 and C59, which a p p e a r  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  h igh .  No wonder he went 

back t o  t r y  and r e c o v e r  h i s  h o r s e s  l e f t  beh ind  i n  Gipps land .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  

quota ti or^ is g i v e n ,  " I  am now s t a y i n g  w i t h  James Macar thur ,  h e l p i n g  i n  t h e  
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lamb in^. We s t a r t  n e x t  week on an  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  look f o r  s t a t i o n ( s ) .  We 

t a k e  two pack h o r s e s  and two men of o u r  own, and t h e r e  i s  a  P o l i s h  c o u n t ,  

a  g r e a t  g e o l o g i s t  and a v e r y  s c i e n t i f i c  man, who accompanies  u s :  he h a s  a l s o  

h i s  man and a pack l ~ o r s e . "  

I n  g ~ n e r a l  t h e  documenta t ion  f o r  t h e  a s c e n t  b e i n g  on F e b r u a r y  1 5 t h  

i s  v e r y  weak, depending s o l e l y  on S t r z e l e c k i P s  r e p o r t .  The c redence  f o r  t h e  

a s c e n t  on March 1 2 t h  i s  s u p p o r t e d  i n  d e t a i l  by k c a r t h u r ' 8  d i a r y  a n d  a l s o  by 

R i l e y ' s  l e t t e r s .  A l so  t h e  d a t e  when t h e  p a r t y  was r e p o r t e d  a t  Numhla h n g e e  

( o r  Ensay)  i n  t h e  Tomho V a l l e y  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  k r c h  1 2 t h  d a t e  f o r  t h e  a s c e n t .  

THE ASCENT 

On Monday, 2nd Pa rch ,  1840, Pau l  S t r z e l e c k i  and James P a c a r t h u r  l e f t  

E l l e r s l i e  S t a t i o n ,  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  day town of Adelong,  w i t h  f o u r  o t h e r s ,  

s i x  i n  a l l ,  on a t r i p  t o  Corne r  I n l e t  on t h e  Western  C o a s t  of what i s  now 

knovn a a  Gippsland.  I t  vas i n t e n d e d  t o  make a d e t o u r  t r i p  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p o i n t  of t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  A l p s ,  then b e l i e v e d  t o  he u n v i s i t e d  by p r e v i o u s  

e x p l o r e r s .  The p a r t y  c o n s i s t e d  of * C a u r ~ t '  Paul  S t r z e l e c k i ,  a Po le  who waa 

making a s t u d y  of t h e  p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  of New S o u t h  Wales. (At  t h a t  t ime  

V i c t o r i a  was p o r t i o n  of Nev Sou th  w a l e s )  and James k c a r t h u r  vho was w i t h  t h e  

p a r t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u s i n g ,  f o r  p a s t o r a l  purposes, t h e  coun- 

t r y  sou th  of t h e  G r e a t  D i v i d i n g  Hange now known as Gippsland.  Macar thur  had 

f i n a n c e d  t h e  t r i p  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  had c o s t  him £500. q u i t e  a  l a r g e  sum i n  t h o s e  

days .  James R i l e y ,  an  Engl ishman,  was a p r o t e g e  of P a c a r t h u r  and woold c o r r e s -  

pond t o  v h a t  ve  nov c a l l  a Jacke roo .  A l s o  t h e r e  were two c o n v i c t  s e r v a n t s  and 

an  a b o r i g i n a l ,  C h a r l i e  T a r r a ,  who o r i g i n a l l y  came f rom t h e  1;oulburn P l a i n s .  

The numher of h o r s e s  t h e y  had,  b o t h  pack a n d  r i d i n g ,  i s  u n c e r t a i n .  

Al though t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  wns t o  he Corne r  I n l e t ,  t h i s  was a l t e r e d  t o  

W e s t e r n p o r t  when t h e y  r an  o u t  of p r o v i s i o n s .  For  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  weeks t h e y  were 

w i t h o u t  f o o d  o t h e r  than  what t h e y  cou ld  p rocure  i n  t h e  bush; t h e  main i t e m  

ment ioned i s  Koala Rears .  A s  t h e  t r i p  o n l y  took some 10 weeks, t h e  f i r s t  

t h r e e  o r  f o u r  b e i n g  th rough  s t a t i o n 8  i n  p a r t l y  s e t t l e d  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  r u n n i n g  

I 

o u t  of s u p p l i e s  i n d i c a t e s  r a t h e r  poor  management. I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  

s e e  how P a c a r t h u r ' s  £500 was expended. 

n u t  t h e s e  h a r d s h i p s  were i n  t h e  f u t u r e  and no t r o u b l e  was e x p e r i e n c e d  

w i t h  t h e  m u n t a i n  c l i m b ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  P a c a r t h u r  men t ions  t h e  p l e a s u r e  of d r i n k i n g  

f rom s p r i n g s  and rock poo l s ,  s o  i t  v o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  c a r r y  w a t e r  
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w i t h  them. They a r r i v e d  a t  Welaregang S t a t i o n  - "Messrs  Hay and Chalmers 

S t a t i o n  on t h e  Rume" p robab ly  on t h e  7 t h  March. They s p e n t  t h e  Sunday 

t h e r e  r e o r g a n i z i n g  f o r  t h e  mountain t r i p  and t h e  mounta in  p a r t y  l e f t  on 

t h e  9 t h .  They l e f t  t h e  two s e r v a n t s  a t  Welaregang b u t  added ana t ,he r  

a b o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  l e a v i n g  t h e  s t a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of 

S t r z e l e c k i ,  Haca r thur ,  H i l e y  and two a b o r i g i n a l s .  I t  i s  p robab le  t h a t  

Naca r thurvs  a b o r i g i n a l ,  b e i n g  f rom t h e  Goulburn  c o u n t r y ,  was n o t  a c q u a i n t e d  

w i t h  t h e  topography  of t h e  moun ta ins ,  whereas  t h e  l o c a l  man had accompanied 

o t h e r  a b o r i g i n a l s  o n  t h e i r  t r i p s  u p  t h e  moun ta ins  t o  f e a s t  on t h e  Bogong moths. 

Macar thur  men t ions  t h a t  t h e y  s a w  remains  of a b o r i g i n a l  camps, nbove t h e  t i m b e r  

l i n e ,  on t l ~ e  way up. 

To f o l l o w  t l ~ e  c l i m b e r s  on t h e i r  a s c e n t  of t h e  mountain,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  depend e l l t i r e l y  on Macar thur ' s  d i a r y .  The o n l y  h e l p  g i v e n  by S t r z e l e c k i  

i s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  "The s t e e p n e s s  of t h e  number le s s  r i d g e s ,  i n t e r s e c t e d  by 

g u l l i e s  a n d  t o r r e n t s " .  T h i s  i s  n o t  v e r y  h e l p f u l .  I t  i s  wor th  n o t i n g  t h a t  

S t r z e l e c k i  c a l l s  t h e  r i v e r  t b e  "Murray", w h i l e  Macar thur  a lways  r e f e r s  t o  i t  

n s  t h e  "Ilume." To bo th  gent lemen t h e  p r e s e n t  day Swampy P l a i n s  l l i ve r  w i t h  

i t s  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  of t h e  Geehi R i v e r  i s  t h e  h r r a y  o r  Hume. The r e a l  upper  

Hurray o r  I n d i  r i v e r  i s  n o t e d  as a minor c r e e k ,  mapped as t b e  I n d i a  Creek. 

E v i d e n t l y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  n a t i v e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  was ' I ndy ' ,  which S t r z e l e c k i  

c o r r u p t e d  t o  " I n d i a " .  

The p a r t y ,  on l e a v i n g  Welaregnng, c r o s s e d  immedia te ly  t o  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  

of t h e  r i v e r  (The h r r a y )  and fo l lowed  i t  ups t r eam u n t i l  t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  

a  f o r d  known t o  t h e  a b o r i g i n a l s  a s  Nowong Ford.  There  i s  some doub t  as t o  

which f o r d  t h i s  w a s .  The w r i t e r  was i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  Nowong w a s  a  

m i s p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  Towong - a t  p r e s e n t  a small townsh ip  w i t h  a b r i d g e  a c r o s s  

t h e  r i v e r  e a s t  of t i le  township.  But o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  

t h e  Br ingenbrong  Ford i s  meant. As k c a r t h u r , s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  p a s s e d  G u i s e ' s  

S t a t i o n ,  t h e  Hringenbrong c r o s s i n g  i s  p r o b a b l y  c o r r e c t .  Gu i se  o c c u p i e d  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  now known as Towong I I i l l  and owned by T. M i t c h e l l ,  M.L.A., a n d  i t  is 

p robab le  t h a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  was n e a r  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  Towong H i l l .  I f  t h e  f o r d  

a t  Towong i s  meant t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  have passed  ( ; u i s e l s  S t a t i o n .  They camped 

t h e r e  on t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  o u t  f rom Welaregang. 



Next morning t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r .  I t  is  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  c r o s s i n g  

was n o t  made t h e  p r e v i o u s  even ing ,  as i t  i s  a n  axiom of e x p l o r a t i o n  p a r t i e s ,  

t o  a lways  c r o s s  a r i v e r  which i t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  c r o s s  b e f o r e  camping. There a r e  

obv ious  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  course .  They f o l l o w e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  bank of t h e  r i v e r  

and reached  a s m e l l  p l a i n  known as "Gobol l in" .  No p r e s e n t  l o c a l  peop le  know 

h e r e  t h i s  w a s .  Macar thur  s t a t e s  t h a t  "From t h i n  p o i n t  we ascended  t h e  h i g h e r  

ranges" .  There  i s  o n l y  one p l a c e  t h a t  c o u l d  have g i v e n  cause  f o r  Macar thur  t o  

make t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .  A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  p a s t  t h e  p r e s e n t  Dringenbvong 

homestead t h e  h i l l s  c l o s e  i n  on t h e  r i v e r  f o r  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  b u t  soon open 

o u t  t o  t h e  Khancoban f l a t s  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  Khancoban S t a t i o n .  From t h e r e  

g o i n g  ups t r eam q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e  f l a t s  a r e  found  - p r a c t i c a l l y  t r e e l e v a  now 

b u t  p r o b a b l y  l i g h t l y  t imbered  a t  t h e  t ime when t h e  p a r t y  c r o s s e d  them. 

Macartlnur's s m a l l  p l a i n  "Gobo l l in" ,  f rom h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  

c o u n t r y  would a p p e a r  t o  be a l i t t l e  downstream from t h e  p r e s e n t  Hringenbrong 

homestead,  and i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  f o r d  u s e d  would a p p e a r  t o  be t h e  modern Towong 

f o r d  and n o t  Hringenbrong. I t  i s  p o s a i b l e  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Guise  homestead 

w a s  n e a r  t.l~e p r e s e n t  townsh ip  of Towong and n o t  a t  Towong H i l l .  

When t h e  h i l l s  c l o s e d  on t h e  f l a t s  t h e  p a r t y  made t h e i r  s econd  

camp - prohab ly  e a r l y  i n  t h e  day. They i n t e n d e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  h o r s e s  t h e r e  and 

p roceed  on f o o t .  I l i l ey  had e v i d e n t l y  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  re t ra in  i n  cha rge  o f  t h e  

h a r s e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  two w h i t e  men and two a b o r i g i r ~ a l s  made t h e  c l imb.  The 

w r i t e r  h a s  l i t t l e  doub t  t h a t  t h i s  camp w a s  r i g h t  a t  11. D a r l e e ' s  p r e s e n t  p r o p e r t y  

Macar thur ' s  e n s u i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y  c o n f i r m i n g ,  and S t r z e l e c k i ' s  

h e i g h t  at .  "[:amp u n d e r  t h e  Snowy Hange", a l t h o u g h  a l i t t l e  h i g h ,  a l s o  c o n f i r m i n g .  

Nes t  morning t h e  c l i m b i n g  p a r t y  - S t r z e l e c k i ,  Macar thur ,  and tow 

a b o r i g i n a l s  C h a r l i e  T e r r a  - Macar thur ' s  man, a n d  Jacky  - an  a b o r i g i n a l  p r o b a b l y  

borrowed f rom Welaregang S t a t i o n  as a l o c a l  g u i d e ,  s t a r t e d  a t  7 a.m. i n  h i g h  

a p i r i t s .  As k c a r t h u r  o b s e r v e s  " t h e  wea the r  i n t e n s e l y  h o t ,  we marched an w i t h  

. . 
o u r  b l a n k e t s  and p r o v i s i o n s  ' au  m i l i t a i r e ' " .  The Count  c a r r i e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  

a heavy c a s e  of i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  Macar thur  a l s o  c a r r i e d  

a gun. S t r z e l e c k i ' s  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  e l s e w h e r e  ( s e e  Appendix 11). 

They f o l l o w e d  up t h e  r i v e r  a t  f i r s t ;  t h e  r i v e r  krrovn nowadays a s  t h e  

Swampy P l a i n s  H i v e r  o r  t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  m i s t a k e n l y ,  as t h e  llume o r  Murray Hiver .  
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They would c r o s s  t h e  Black ( o r  ~ a c k )  Creek i n  l e s s  t h a n  a m i l e  and t h e n  m v i n g  

away f rom t h e  r i v e r  s l i g h t l y  u p  t h e  e a s y  s l o p e s  t o  t h e  t o p e  of t h e  Geehi Wal ls .  

T h i s  t o p  of t h e  Geehi Walls i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  because  f rom t h e r e  t h e  whole of t h e  vay 

u p  t o  Townsend is v i s i b l e ,  and e x c e p t  pe rhaps  f o r  t h e  r o u t e  u p  t h e  r i v e r  t o  the  

f o o t  of t h e  c l i m b  t h e r e  would be no o c c a s i o n  t o  need t h e  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  gu ide .  

They descended t h e  Geehi Wal ls ,  a d r o p  of some 1,000 f e e t ,  f i n d i n g  i t  

"so  s t e e p  t h a t  we orily accompl i shed  i t  s a f e l y  by c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  s h r u b s  and 

s m a l l  s a p l i n g s * .  A t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  d r o p  t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  Bogong Creek ,  

p robab ly  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Walls Creek ,  and c l imbed t h e  r l d p e  

on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  which L c a r t h u r  t h i n k s  was e q u a l l y  as s t e e p  as t h e  Geehi 

Walls. T h i s  may be s o  f o r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  h u t  t h e  r i s e  would be o n l y  two 

o r  t h r e e  hundred f e e t  i n  a l l  and t h e n  t h e y  dropped down o n t o  t h e  f l a t  u sed  

by t h e  Snowy Hountaj.ns A u t h o r i t y  f o r  i t s  f i r s t  camp i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and h e r e  

t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r .  They d i d  n o t  seem t o  have n o t i c e d  t h e  r i v e r  when t h e y  

c r o s s e d  t h e  Bogong Creek a l t h o u g h  i t  c o u l d  o n l y  have been a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  

away. 

I t  is w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  Macar thur  does  n o t  seem t o  be aware of t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  banks of a r i v e r .  The r i g h t  bank of any r i v e r  i s  

t h a t  bank t o  t h e  r i g h t  when l o o k i n g  downstream. Haca r thur  s t a t e s  "He c r o s s e d  

t o  t h e  r i g h t  bank" ,  b u t  a s  he was a l r e a d y  on t h e  r i g h t  bank, he c r o s s e d  t o  

t h e  l e f t  bank. The f o r d ,  i f  i t  was t h e  same 125 y e a r s  a g o ,  is  a v e r y  wide 

a t o n y  one w i t h  t h e  w a t e r  under  12 unchea deep  a l l  t h e  way a c r o s s .  With " t h e  

thermometer r a n g i n g  upwards o f  YO'", i t  would be v e r y  p l e a s a n t  wading a c r o s s  it. 

They then  proceeded u p  t h e  l e f t  bank of t h e  r i v e r  f o r  a b o u t  two o r  

t h r e e  m i l e s ,  c r o s s i n g  o v e r  t h e  p r e a e n t  day l u c e r n e  paddock of Mr. Nankervis  

a n d  t h e  p r e a e n t  day A l p i n e  h'ay j u s t  s o u t h  of t h e  B a i l e y  B r i d g e ,  and f i n a l l y  

c r o s s i n g  tlre G ~ e h i  Creek a t  t h e  f o o t  of Hannels  Spur  n e a r  t h e  p r e a e n t  day 

I 

S t o n y  R i s e s  h u t .  Macar thur  m d e  a s imple  e r r o r  h e r e  - he  t h o u g h t  he had 

r e c r o s s e d  tlre r i v e r  a n d  t h e  main r i v e r  v a s  a branch.  Anyhow t h e  p a r t y  was 

now a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  c l i m b  a f t e r  a  v e r y  h o t  day "upwards of 9 0  degrees" .  

They d e c i d e d  t o  s t a r t  t h e  c l i m b  i n  t h e  moonl ight .  Cl imbing an  unknown 

t imbered  r i d g e  i n  n o o n l i g h t  i s  u s u a l l y  f r u s t r a t i n g  and n o t  v e r y  s e n s i b l e ,  
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b u t  t h e y  seemed t o  have c l imbed t h e  r i d g e  probably  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  sed imenta ry  

b e l t  c r o s s i n g  t h e  g r a n i t e .  However, a s  n e x t  day ,  t h e y  took  f i v e  h o u r s  t o  

r each  t h e  p r e s e n t  Hyat tv  F l a t ,  t h e y  m y  n o t  have reached t h e  sed imenta ry  b e l t .  

I f  t h e y  had, i t  would have put  them up  a b o u t  2000 f e e t  on t h e i r  c l imb.  

They s e c u r e d  a  l y r e  b i r d  f o r  supper  b u t  had no wa te r .  

Now t h e  moon on Thursday 1 2 t h  March, 1840 had Right  Ascension (R.A.) 

0 
of 6 horlrs 5 3  minutes  59 seconds  w i t h  a  Northern  1 )ec l ina t ion  of 27 11' 29". 

T h i s  d e c l i n a t i o n  i s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  maximum n o r t h e r n  d e c l i n a t i o n  and  would 

mean t h a t  t h e  moon was low i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  sky  and would s e t  e a r l i e r  than  i t s  

1l.A. impl ied.  The sun a t  t h a t  d a t e  would have a  R.A. of a b o u t  234 hours  and 

would r i s e  a b o u t  5  minutes  t o  s i x  a.m. and s e t  a b o u t  70 minutes  p a s t  6  p.m. 

A t  t h e  f o o t  of l lannels  Spur  t h e  sun would s e t  behind t h e  m a s s  of M t .  Youngal 

a t  a b o u t  an Itour e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e  t ime e s t i m a t e d  above owing t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

0 .  
t h e  tope  of H t .  Youngal would have a b o u t  15  I n c l i n a t i o n  a t  t h a t  po in t .  The 

moon, b e i n g  some 7 h o u r s  beh ind  t h e  sun ,  would s e t  w e l l  t o  t h e  North of Mount 

Youngal a t  a b o u t  midnight .  I t  was s c a r c e l y  a  b a r e  h a l f  moon low i n  t h e  

Northern  sky. 

Macar thur  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  " o n l y  camped when t h e  b r i g h t  moonl ight  

f a i l e d  us" .  Ile does  n o t  s t a t e  whe the r  i t  f a i l e d  by s e t t i n g  o r  whe the r  c l o u d s  

obscured  it. Io v i e v  of t h e  h o t  day and t h e  c o o l  change t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morning 

t h e r e  may have been t h e  passage of a  t r o w h  of low baromet r i c  p r e s s u r e  d u r i n g  

t h e  n i g h t  o r  e a r l y  n e x t  day. I f  t h i s  was s o  t h e r e  would be a  s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  

of c l o u d s  deve lop ing  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  n i g h t ,  and i n  any c a s e  t h e  h a l f  moon 

w i t h  a  low d e c l i n a t i o n  c o u l d  h a r d l y  g i v e  a  ' b r i g h t  moonlight ' .  I t  was con- 

s i d e r e d  f o r m e r l y  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  moon would check t h e  d a t e  of t h e  

a s c e n t ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e r v a l  between t h e  two d a t e s  1 5 t h  February  and 1 2 t h  March 

26 days  - i s  t o o  e l o a e  t o  t h e  moon c y c l e  of 29 days  t o  e n a b l e  any d e f i n i t e  

c o n c l u s i o n  t o  he drawn. 

So on Thorsday,  1 2 t h  Warch, 1840, t h e  p a r t y  l e f t  t h e i r  n i g h t  camp on t h e  

Lower s l o p e s  of i lnnnels  Spur  on what was t o  be t h e i r  f i n a l  day of a s c e n t .  

Hacar tbur  s y a s  "The e a r l y  dawn of  t h e  1 2 t h  found u s  a g a i n  on o u r  way". S u n r i s e  

would be a b o u t  6.55 a.m. b u t  would be made l a t e r  by t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  whieh v a a  

w e l l  u n d e r  t h e  Western k;scarpement. Out i t  can s a f e l y  be assumed t h a t  t h e y  
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were under  way by a h o u t  5.30 a.m. A f t e r  f i v e  hours  of s t e a d y  c l i m b i n g  through 

t h e  t imber  t h e y  came o u t  i n  an  open s p o t  w i t h  wa te r  i n  it. A s  t h e y  were n o t  

c a r r y i n g  w a t e r  and had been w i t h o u t  i t  f o r  some t ime ,  t h i s  was welcomed. I t  

canno t  be c e r t a i n  whe the r  t h i s  spot was Hoiras  F l a t  o r  B y a t t s  Camp. Noiras 

F l a t  would be t h e  f i r s t  a v a i l a b l e  w a t e r  b u t  Nacar thur  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  were 

on t h e  edge of t h e  t i m b e r  which would i n d i c a t e  B y a t t s  Camp. I f  s o ,  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  see how t h e y  misscd t h e  running w a t e r  of Moiras F l a t .  Anyhow, 

t h e y  had b r e a k f a s t  and dec ided  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  b l a n k e t s  e t c .  t h e r e  t o  ret ,urn 

t o  a t  n i g h t .  

From t h e r e ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  c l imb  t h e  s t e e p  a n d  rocky Abbot t  Range. 

Although J a c k y  - t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  f rom Welaregang - knew t h e  n a t i v e s '  uaua l  

r o u t e  round t h e  end o f  t h e  Ahbot t  Hange i n t o  t h e  c i r q u e  a t  t h e  head of t h e  

Wilkinson Creek,  which i s  a m c h  e a s i e r  approach  than  t h e  rocky,  spiny-backed 

Ahbot t  Ilange, S t r z e l e c k i  had s e e n  t h e  A b b o t t  Hange approach from t h e  t o p  of 

t h e  Geehi Walls, and would be more i n c l i n e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  r o u t e  he  had seen.  

" A f t e r  two hours  of to i l aome  a s c e n t " ,  they  were s t i l l  f a r  f rom t h e  t o p  of t h e  

mountain t h e y  were a iming  f o r  which,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was Townsend. A s  t hey  bad 

d o u b t s  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  back a t  n i g h t  t o  t h e i r  g e a r ,  t h e y  ( S t r z e l e c k i  and Macarthur ) 

s e n t  t h e  two n a t i v e s  back t o  b r i n g  t h e  g e a r  up t o  where t h e y  s t o o d ,  whi l e  

they  proceeded u p  t o  t h e  summit which t h e y  reached  a f t e r  a  "ve ry  l a b o r i o u s  climb". 

When t h e y  a r r ~ v e d  on t h e  summit of Townsend, a v e r y  rocky top ,  t h e y  

found t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  mountain8 i n  t h e  n e a r  v i c i n i t y .  A s  k c a r t h u r  

s a y s  "The Count  by t h e  a i d  of h i s  i n s t r u m e n t s  q u i c k l y  d e t e c t e d  one of them 

as be ing  c o n s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  where we s tood".  T h i s  of course  was Kosciusko 

some 2 m i l e s  due sou th  and a b o u t  6U odd f e e t  h i g h e r .  I n  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of w h a t  

can he seen S t r z e l e c k i  g e t s  v e r y  mixed u p  w i t h  what can  be seen  f rom each  of 

t h e  two mountains.  The upper  r e a c h e s  of t h e  Geehi R i v e r  - which he c a l l s  t h e  

h r r a y  - a r e  f a i r l y  obv ious  f rom Townsend, and t h e  f e a r f u l  gorge 3.000 f e e t  

deep i n  nnder-es t imated.  The d r o p  from Townsend t o  t h e  bend i n  t h e  Geehi R ive r  

t u r n i n g  n o r t h  i s  5,350 f e e t ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  c l e a n  d r o p  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  f i i l s t  n o t  

a p r e c i p i c e  i t  i s  v e r y  s t t e p ,  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  d i s t a n c e  be ing  fi miles .  I t  i s  

p o s s i b i l e  t h a t  S t r z e l e c k i  having t h e  c l i n o m e t e r  i n  h i s  hand t o  de te rmine  t h e  

h i g h e s t  p o i n t ,  t u r n e d  i t  t o  t h e  n e a r e a t  r i v e r  which he c o u l d  see  a n d  w h i l e  

r e a d i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t  d e p r e s s i o n  a n g l e  of  a b o u t  1 7 O  under -es t ima ted  t h e  d i s t a n c e  
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While on Townsend, S t r z e l e c k i  named Kosciusko a f t e r  a P o l i s h  n a t i o n a l  

h e r o  as "Kosciusko" .  The c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of  Kosciusko as viewed f rom Townsend 

reminded S t r z e l e c k i  of a n  e l e v a t e d  t u m ~ l u s  i n  Krakow named i n  memory of 

Kosciuskn.  Thia  w a s  done i n  t h e  p resence  o f  M a c a r t l ~ u r ,  and t h e n  S t r z e l e c k i  

l e f t  Macar thur  t o  proceed t.o Kosciusko.  Fle t h e n  makes nne of h i s  r a r e  comments 

on t h e  r o u t e  - "Once on t h e  c r e s t  of t h e  r i d g e ,  t h e  remainder  of t h e  a s c e n t  

t o  i t s  h i g h e s t  p i n n a c l e  was accompl i shed  w i t h  compara t ive  e a s e " .  

Tlie movements of Macar thur  a r e  r e l a t e d  f i r s t .  He had d e c i d e d  t h a t  

as t h e  day  was f a r  advanced i t  w a s  more p r u d e n t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s p o t  wliere 

t h e  n ~ r t i v e s  had  been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  b l a n k e t s  and g e a r .  Ile made a 

l e i s u r e l y  d e s c e n t  t o  t h e  s e l e c t e d  camp s i t e  which he  r eached  towards  even ing .  

Hut t h e r e  w a s  no s i g n  of t h e  camp o r  t h e  n a t i v e s .  Ile s h o u t e d  and f i r e d  a 

s h o t  b u t  g o t  no r e p l y ,  s o  he c o l l e c t e d  f i r ewood  a n d  g o t  a f i r e  bu rn ing .  We 

t h e n  h e a r d  a f a i n t  coo-ee and d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  n a t i v e s '  camp helow him on t h e  t o p  

s l o p e s  of W i l k i n s o n s  C i rque .  The n a t i v e s  n a t u r a l l y  d i d  n o t  s e e  much sense  

i n  c l i m b i n g  back on t o  A b b o t t  llange where p robab ly  t h e r e  w a s  no w a t e r  arrd 

l i t t l e  f i r ewood ,  s o  had camped benea th  it. Macar thur  g o t  down t o  them 

"making a p e r i l o u s  d e s c e n t  th rough  a d a r k  g l e n " .  The moon would be u p  b u t  

p o s s i b l y  n o t  h igh  enough t o  throw l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c r e v i c e  as he descended.  

llut where w a s  S t r z e l e c k i ?  Macartltur pt.omptly s e n t  J a c k y ,  t h e  Welaregang 

a b o r i g i n a l ,  t o  look f o r  him and t h e  n a t i v e  soon had him back i n  camp. Ile had 

had f a l l s  w h i l e  coming down Kosciusko i n  t h e  moonl ight .  Walking down a g r o s s  

covered  s l o p e  s t r e w n  w i t 1 1  r o c k s  can be t r e a c t r e r n u s  even i n  good moonl ight .  

But t h e r e  f a l l s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a s  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problems of ba romete r  

h e i g h t s .  The w r i t e r  h a s  c a r r i e d  modern a n e r o i d  b a r o m e t e r s  f o r  w n y  y e a r s ,  

and a bump o r  f a l l  can  c a s t  immediate doub t  on t h e i r  a c c u r a c y .  S t r z e l e c k i  

b rough t  dovrr a sma l l  b i t  of  rock  f rom t h e  ext reme a u m i t  a n d ,  a l t l ~ o u g h  n o t  

ment ioned by Macartl lur,  an  ' e v e r l a s t i n g '  f l o w e r  which he a f t e r w a r d s  s e n t  t o  
, I  

h i s  f i a n c e e  i n  Poland.  While on t h e  summit, which he c o u l d  n o t  have r eached  

u n t i l  between 3 and 4 p.m., n o t  noon as he s t a t e s ,  he made s e v e r a l  s e x t a n t  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  su rvey  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  and he a l s o  made c o p i o u s  n o t e s  

on t h e  ~ e o l o g y  of t h e  top .  I n  h i s  " P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n "  t h e  geo logy  of 

Kosciusko is ment ioned q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  
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A s  t,he s u n  s e t  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  s i x  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  S t r z e l e c k i  would  l ~ a v e  

a b o u t  7; h o u r s  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  u f t e r  a r r i v i n g  on t o p  of  K o s c i u s k o  

a t  s a y  ?.)I1 p.m. I n  t h a t  t i m e  h e  h a d  t o  make o b s e r v a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s e x t a n t  

f o r  l a t i t u d e  a n d  l o n g i t u d e  a n d  c h e c k  h i s  compass  a g a i n s t  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  b e a r i n g .  

Ile a l s o  h a d  t o  r e a d  h i s  b a r o m e t e r  w l ~ i c h  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  t e m p e r a t u r e  a n d  a t m o s p h e r i c  

h u m i d i t y  o h s e r v a t i n n s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  making  q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e  n o x e s  on t h e  g e o l o g y  

o f  t h e  summit ,  i n  a l l ,  a r a t h e r  a m b i t i o u s  programme t o  c o m p l e t e  i a  3 h o n r s  a 

Owing t o  t h e  l o s s  o r  p r o b a b l e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  n i s  P i e l d  Ilook, i t  i s  n o t  

p o s s i b l e  t o  so" lbow h e  .went a b o u t  t h i s ,  b u t  s o w  g u e s s e s  may h e  made w h i c h  may ,lot,  

he f a r  a s t r a y .  1i6 he had  l e a r n t  !)is s e x t a n t ,  work a s  ; g u e s t  on s u r v e y  v e s s e l s  

c n g a y c d  0x3 i l y d r o g r a p l l i c  S u r v e y s ,  h e  g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  n a u t i c a l  r o u t i n e  o f  

 hooting t l ~ c  s o n  a t  !-!idday a n d  u s i n g  t h e b e  r e a d i n g s  t o  c a l c u l a t e  f o r  i a t i t u d e  a n d  

? o n g i t , u d e ,  w l t l ~  t h e  u s e  o f  a c h r o n o m e t e r ,  o f  c o u r s e .  The w r i t e r  a g r e e s  t h a t  

r r a s o n a b l e  a c c u r n c y  w o u l d  be o b t a i n e d  w i t h  a l a t i t u d e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  b u t  c o n s i d e r s  

t ! l s t  sucl l  a l o n g i t u d e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w o u l d  be c r u d e ,  A somewhat  c r u d e  determination 

o f t r u e  n o r t l r  c o u l d  n l s o  p o s s i b l y  be made a t  t h e  same t i m e .  B u t  S t r z e ! e c k l  was 

, l o t  on K a s c i u s k o  a t  m i d d a y ,  a n d  c o u l d  o n i y  t r e a t  t h e  s u n  a s  a  "Time" ( l o n g i t u d e  

a t a r . )  a n d  e v e n  t h e n  h e  w o u l d  b e  h a n d i c a p p e d  b y  h a v l n g  o n l y  a W e s t e r n  o h s e r v a t l o n .  

l t  is p o s s i b l ~  t h a t  h e  u s e d  t h e  e a r l y  n i g h t  s ta rs  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  o b s e z . v a t l n n s ,  

b u t  e n n u g ! ~  i s  n o t  known of  t h e  l i g h t i n g  a r rangemen1.s  on n  s e x t a r r L  u s e d  f o r .  n i g l i t  

w o r ~  20  m k n  a n y  r e l i a b l e  d e d u c t i o n .  The m e a s u r e m e n t  of  h o r i z o n t a l  a n g e l s  t o  

o b t a i n  g c o g r a p l ~ i c o l  b e o r l n g s  may n e c e s s i t a t e  h o l d i n g  t h e  s e x t a n t  f a c e  dowownl.ds 

t o  b r i ! ~ ~  t l ~ c  two o b . i e c t s  i n c o  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  a n d  i t  may b e  n e c e s s a r y  when t h e  

l e v e l s  o f  t h e  two o b j e c t s  d i f f e r  c o n s i d e r a b l y  t o  r e d u c e  t,he o b s e r v e d  a u g l e  t o  

i t s  l ~ o r i z o i ~ t a l  e q l l i v a l e n t . .  The r e m i n d e r  o f  1118 o b s e r v a t i o n s  w e r e  f a l r l y  s i m p l e  

w h l c h  o n l y  r e q u i r e d  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n .  

1% 1s d o r t l !  n o t i n g  t h a t  S t r r e l e c k i h  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  r o u t e  b e w e e n  

'Townsend a l l a  Koac i?rsko  d l f f r r s  f r o m  t h a t  w h i c h  h e  gave  Macar t .hur ,  on a r r i v i n g  

:>;ack i r ~  camp. tlr !.llr-rr a t a t e s  t h a t  h e  h a d  " e x p e r i e n c e d  more d i f f i c u l t i e a  t t m o  

lli. eaper : te t iU w i n g  :,u " t h e  e n d l e s s  c o i ~ f u s i o n  o f  r o c k s  a n d  t h e  t a l l  g r o w t h  of  

ille nunrlnne g r a s s " .  I t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p o s s l ' u l e  t o  o b t a i n  a modern n t l m  f o v  this 

nunnong  R I ~ S B " .  E h c ~ r f h u r  g i v e s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  one  p l a c e  of  "a p e c u l i d r  

x l g a r ~ t i c  g r a s s e  T t  IY ~ ~ O I I I  2 t o  7 f e e t  h i g l i ,  b r i g h t - g r e e n  a n d  s u c c u l e n t " , .  



Having  S t r z e l e c k i  a n d  M a c a r t l ~ u r  r e u n i t e d  i n  t h e i r  s e c o n d  n i g h t ' s  camp 

s f  t p r  l ~ a v i r ~ g  R i l e y  w i t h  t h e  h o r s e s ,  i t  m y  be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  c o n s t r u c t .  a  

p o s s i b l e  t i m e  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  d a y ' s  e v e n t s .  n e r e  i t  i s :  

I , e f i  camp on Lower H a n n e l s  S p u r  a t  " e a r l y  dawn" s a y  5.30 

I l y a t t s  Camp " 5  h o u r s  t e d i o u s  a s c e n t ' '  10.30 

I l y a t t ~  Camp " f i n e  s p r i n p  - h e a r t y  h r e a k f a s t "  11.00 

S e n t  back  f o r  b l a n k e t s  " a f t e r  2 h o u r s  t o i l s o m e  a s c e n t r '  1.00 

Top o f  Tovnsend  " r e a c h e d  a f t e r  a  v e r y  l a b o r i o ~ ~ s  c l i m b "  s a y  2.30 

: ? ! . r z e l eck i  a n d  M a c a r t h u r  p a r t e d ( " t h e  d a y  was f a r  a d v a n c e d " )  3.00 

S t r s e l e c k i  o n  t o p  of K o s c i u s k o  s a y  3.45 

S t r z e l e c k i  l e f t  K o s c i ~ ~ s k o  " 7.30 

".lacart,lmr a t  p r o p o s e d  camp ( l e i s u r e l y  d e s c e n t )  " 5.00 

Macarthu,-  a t  n a t i v e s '  camp " 8.00 

S t r z e l e c l i i  a n d  M a c a r t h u r  r e u n i t e d  " 9.00 

Whi le  m ~ c h  o f  t h e  above  mus t  be gues swork  i t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h e  

e a r l i e r  t imi rags  by  M a c a r t h u r ' s  d i a r y .  

The dny f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a s c e n t  t h e  p a r t y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  b a s e  camp 

where l l i l e y  was  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  h o r s e s .  T h i s  would be q u i t e  a pood walk  

b u t  n n t b i n g  u n u s n a l ,  u l t h o u g h  t h e  t h o u s a n d  f o o t  s t e e p  c l i m b  u p  t h e  ( i e eh i  

W a l l s  mus t  h ~ v r  seemed h a r d  t o  them. Nex t  d a y  t h e y  were  i n  camp w i t h  H i l e y  

while S t r z e l e c b i  mad? i ~ i s  c o m p u t a t i o n s .  1Ie p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  wan t  t h e s e  t o  

f a l l  b e b i n d  lcr~owing t h e r e  would  be mucl~  f u r t h e r  work i n  f r o n t  of him. He 

t o l d  .%cart::.r tlgat t h e  h u i g l l t  of  K o s c i u s k o  was 7 ,800 f e e t ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  t h c  

r r p o r t  t n  G o v e r n o r  S i r  G. G i p p s  h e  g i v e s  t h e  b e i g h t  a t  0 ,510 .  Comment on 

t h i s  w i l l  b r .  g i v e n  l a t e r .  

Yac i i r t l l u r ' s  d i a r y  e n d s  h e r ?  - o r  a t  l e a s t  as much a s  h a s  b r e n  r e c o v e r -  

e d .  Append ix  1 g i v e s  t h e  d i a r y  a n d  a l e t t e r  e x p l a i n  i n g  how i t  wns r e c o v e r e d .  

S t r z e l e c k i  or11y s t a t e s  "My s t ep f i  we re  c o n s e q u e n t l y  r e t r a c e d  t o  Cowrang C r e e k , ,  

a l o n g  wbir.11 I wide my way". No men t ion  is made of  how t ,hosr  l e f s  d t  We la r egang  

S t a t i o n  werc  r e u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  c l i m b i n g  p a r t y .  Tl~t. w r i t e r  i s  of  t.lle o p i n i o n  

I 

t h a t  t,llc c l i m b i n g  p a r t y  wen t  back  t o  i r 'p lnregang ,  where  t h e y  r e t o r n e d  t h e i r  

bor rowed a b o r i y i n u l  g u i d e ,  a n d  p i c k e d  u p  t h e i r  two s e r v a n t s  a n d  s u p p l i e s ,  

g e a r  nnd p o s s i h l y  h o r s e s ,  a n 6  s t a r t e d  s ? u t l ~  on a b o u t  t,lte i h t h  March. 

G e o f f r e y  llawson I,, h i s  book  "The Coun t "  s t a t e s  "On d r s r ~ n d i n g  f r o m  
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Mount K o s c i u u k o ,  S t r z e l e c k i  a n d  h i s  p a r t y  r e t r a c e d  t h e i r  s t e p s  u p  t h e  

Eturray V a l l e y ,  f u r d i l ~ g  t h e  r i v e r  a t  t h e  p o i n t  now knovn  a s  L i g l ~ t h o u s e  

C r o s s i n g . "  T h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  t h e  w r i t e r  u n l i k e l y .  I f  t h e y  were  n o t  r e t u r n i n g  

t o  W e l a r e g a u g  t h e  p a r t y  wauld  c r o s s  a t  t h e  ' N o w o n g V o r d  a n d  r o u n d i n g  t l l e  

Tawong ]!ill f lange,  p r u c e e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  town of  

i : o r r y o n g  -. as S t r z c l e c l i i  shows a n  h i s  map. I f ,  as i s  m o s t  p r o b a b l e ,  t h e y  

r e t u r n c d  t,o W e l a r e g a n g ,  t h e  p a r t y  would  c r a s s  t h e  r i v e r  a t  W e l a r e g a n g  a n d  

procee t l  a c r o s s  t h e  f l a t s  a n d  low r i s e s  t o  C o r r y o n g .  The L i g h t h a u s e  F o r d  

would  n o t  be u s e d  i r l  e l t h e r  c a s e .  

So t h e  p a r t y ,  s i x  men a n d  f i v e  l r u r s e s  a n d  p a c k s  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  t r i p  

a c r o s s  p r e s e n t  d a y  f i i p p ~ l a n d ,  t a k i n g  a b o u t  8 weeks  t o  r e a c h  W e s t e r n p o r t  on 

t h e  1 2 t h  May. I l u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f o r t n i g h t  t h e y  were  o n  s t a r v a t i o n  r a t i o n s .  

The m e t h o d  o f  o b t a i n i n g  h e i g h t s  b e f o r e  a n y  c h a l n s  oC a c c u r a t e  L e v e l s  

became a v a i l a b l e  was by e i t h e r  a h y p s o m e t e r  r e a d i n g ,  u s i n g  t h e  b o i l i n g  p o i n t  

o f  w a t e r ,  or  a m e r c u r y  b a r o m e t e r  r e a d i n g .  B o t h  m e t l ~ o d s  d e p e n d e d  o n  t h e  p r e -  

v a l l i n g  b a r o m e t r i c  p r e s s u r e  w h i c h  m i g h t  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y  as t h e  p r o c e r s i o n  

r.f a t m o s p h ~ r i c  h i g h s  a n d  l o w s  p a s s e d  o v e r .  The a v e r a g e  s e a  l e v e l  p r e s s u r e  

of I i r ~ c h e s  w a g  u s e d .  A t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  t h e  v a l u ~  g i v e n  by t h e  A d m i r a l t y  

Manual ,  1038, a n d  p r o b a b l y  would  n o t  d i f f e r  much f r o m  t h a t  u s e d  i n  1840.  As 

t h e  n o r m 1  s w i n g  of  t h e  b a r o m e t e r  w a u l d  be + . i n c h e s  ( e q u a l  t o  a b o u t  600  

f e e t ) ,  t l ~ i s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a n  a c c u r a c y  t o  w i t h i n  a b o u t  3 0 0  f e e t  c o u l d  

u n u a l l y  be e x p e c t e d .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  h o w e v e r ,  s w i n g s  c o u l d  be l a r g e r .  

Now r e f e r r i n g  t o  M a c a r t h u r ' s  w e a t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  v e r y  h o t  o n  t h e  l l t h  

a n d  c o l d  w l t l l  p h s v i n g  m i s t  on t h e  IZ'tll, t h i s  would  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  v e r y  p r o b a b l y  

d troug!l o f  low p r e r r u r e  was p a s s l n g .  Rot11 men, M a c a r t i l u r  w h i l e  d e v c e n d l l i g  t o  

t h e  n u t l v + s l  camp a n d  S t r z e l e c k i  w h i l e  d e s c e n d i n g  K o s c i u s k o ,  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  

hnri l i t t l e  t r s ~ i s t a r ~ c r  f r o m  m o o n l i g h t ,  s o , i t  was p o s s l b l y  c l o u d y .  Thus  

v l t h  ii low b a r o m , t r i c  p r e y s u r e  S t r z e l e c k i o s  height would be e x p e c t e d  %a be 

h i g h ;  t h e  i ~ r ! i g l l t  f o r  K o s c i u s k a  w h l c h  h e  g a v e  tcr M a c a r t h u r  of 7 , H O U  f e e t  wuuld 

c o r l f i r m  t h i s ,  t iowever ,  t h i s  i s  h i g h e r  thar i  would  be e x p e c t e d ,  wit11 a  b a r o m e t e r  

r e a d i n g  of  some 29.5 i n c h e s  i n d i c a t e d .  H u t  t h e  h e i g h t  he a f t e r w a r d s  gave  

i n  111s r e p o r t  t o  S i r  G .  G i p p s  of  6 , 5 1 0  f e e t  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  a b a r o m e t e r  r e a d l n g  
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of  some 3U.h l n c l ~ e s  w h i c h  i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p r o b a b l e .  

S t r z c l e c k i  r e p o r t e d  f a l l i n g  w h i l e  d e s c e n d i n g  f r o m  K o v c i u s k o  t o  t h e  

camp. T h i s  would  v e r y  p r o b a b l y  damage h i s  b a r o m e t e r  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  a s t u r d y  

i n ~ t r l l m p n t  and  c a n  be damaged v e r y  e a s i l y .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he d i s c o v e r e d  

a n  e r r o r  i n  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  when c h e c k i n g  b a c k  a t  t l l r  camp where  t l i l e y  was 

w a i t i n g .  Not  r e a l i a i n g  t h a t  t h e  e r r o r  h a d  a r i s e n  niter t h e  K o s c i u a k o  r e a d i n g ,  

he  p r o b a b l y  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  c o r r e c t  h i s  h o a c i u s k o  h e i g l ~ t  a n d  mndr i t  HO(l f e e t ,  

t o o  low. I l i a  n e x t  r e c o r d e d  h e i g h t ,  a t  P i n n i b n r ,  i s  g i v e n  a s  4, lUU f e e t  a g a i n s t ,  

t h e  now known h e i g h t  o f  5 , 8 1 1  f e e t .  An a b s t r a c t  f r o m  " P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n "  

I is g i v e n :  "The c h e c k  o n  t h e  e r r o r s  w h i c h  may h a v e  a r i s e n  i n  t h p  b a r o -  

m e t r i c a l  s u r v e y ,  w a s  t h e  f a c k  s u r v e y ,  w h e n e v e r  s u c h  c o u l d  be e f f e c t e d .  I n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  p r e c a u t i o n ,  I u s e d  two b a r o m e t e r s  i n  e a c h  observation, a n d  

t o o k  t b e  m t l n  o f  t h e i r  i n d i c a t i o n s .  I a l s o  u s e d  t h e  b o i l i n g - w a t e r  a p p a r a t u s  

of  Er.  ' d o l l a s t o n ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  by k s s r s .  T r o u g h t o n  a n d  Simms". 

I t  i s  n o t  lcnown i f  S t r z e l e c k i  was u s i n g  two b a r o m e t e r s  o n  Mount 

K o s c i u s k o ,  b u t ,  t o  l i g h t e n  h i s  l o a d ,  he  may h a v e  l e f t  one w i t h  R i l e y  f o r  

' h a c k  c h e c k i n g ' ,  a n d  when he  had  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  G i p p n l a n d  c r o s s i n g  tie must 

h a v e  i n f o r m e d  S i r  .Jol~n F r a n k l i n ,  t h e n  G o v e r n o r  o f  T a s m a n i a ,  t h a t  h i s  own 

b a r o m e t e r s  w r r e  f a u l t y  o r  b r o k e n .  A l e t t e r  f r o m  S i r  J o h n  t o  S t r z e l e c k i  

d a t e d  A u g u s t  l r t h ,  18110, s t a t e s  " I  am h a p p y  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  I h a v e  p r o c u r e d  

a Y o u n t a i n  I l a r o m e t e r  w h i c h  w i l l  be a t  y o u r  s e r v i c e  - i t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a n  

o l d  o n e  a n d  some a d d i t i o n a l  m e r c u r y  was r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  t u b e  b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  

b~ e i t h e r  c a r r i e d  s a f e l y  o r  u s e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  s u p p l i e d  anrl 

i t  1s now r e a d y  f o r  s e n d i n g  t o  you". 

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  on t h e  h e i g h t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  i t  i s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a n y  

< r : t c r m i n a t i o n  of i s o l a t e d  h e i g h t s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  ( 1 8 4 ~ )  would be somewhat  c r u d e ,  

b u t  e v e n  sn s u c h  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  c o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  be e x p e c t e d  t o  be c l o s e  t o  t h e  

c o r r e c t  a l t i t , u d e .  H i s  h e i g h t  f o r  R i l e y ' s  Camp i s  w i t h i n  a b o u t  100  f e e t  o f  t h e  

t r u e  h e i g h t .  The l e t t e r  of S i r  J o h n  F r a n k l i n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  S t r z e l ~ c k i  bad  

d a m g e d  b a r o m t e r s .  

I t  i a  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  on a r r i v i n g  b a c k  a t  R i l e y ' s  Camp S t r z e l e c k i  f o u n d  

h i s  b a r o m e t , e r  r e a d i n g  s o w  1 3 0 0  t o  l J r O l l  f e e t  t o o  h i g h  a n d  made a c o r r e c t i o n  t o  

h i s  Kosciuslic, l r e i g h t  o f  t h a t  amount ,  I t  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  h i s  n e x t  h e l g h t  

a t  P i n n i b a r  i s  some 17UU f e e t  t o o  low. 
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VICTOIILI. 2 7 t h  ? la rch ,  4 2 *  

' I  i f  L i b r a r i a n ,  

E l i t che l  l Lil,r;rr.y, hydnuy.  

1)ear S i r  ( , l r .  Madam), 

Some year.8 a g o ,  when o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a l i n e  of  c a i r r l s  i n  

G i p p s l a n d  t o  laark t h e  cour 'seh of  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  Angus McMil la r  a n d  C o u n t  

S t , r z t l e c k i ,  t l ~  s o n  o f  James bkcar t l l r r r ,  who had  accompan ied  S t r z e l e c k i ,  s e n t  

t o  me tl ,e t h r e e  o r  f o u r  p a g e s  e n c l o s e d  i lerewit th wh ich  h e  had  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  

h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f i e l d - b o o k  of  t h e  j o u r n e y  i n t o  G i ~ p a l a n d ,  T h e s e  p a g e s  d e a l  w i t h  

i,hr a s c e n t  o f  M t .  Kouciuuko,  p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  e n t e r i n g  G i p p s l a n d .  They  a r e  

undoubtedly jiemrine. I r e g r e t  t h a t  I have  n o t  r e t a i n e d  M a c a r t h u r P s  l e t t e r  

s e n t  t o  me. Ile a l s o  ~ e n t  me a c o p y  of h i s  " A u s t r a l i a n  H ines  A.B.C. P r a c t i c a l  

Mine ra logy" ,  of wllich you  my p r o b a b l y  have  a copy  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y .  A t  t h e  

t ime  i men t ion  a b o u t  19" M a c a r t h u r  who seemed t o  have  had  a r a v i n g  l i f e  arid 

o c c u p i e d  good p o s i t i o n s  was engaged  i n  p r o s p e c t i n g  f o r  o i l  n e a r  T e r a n g ,  Vic .  

Ile becam! i l l  artd d i e d  a f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  > l e lbou rne ,  " L e s l i e  W.F, Pkca r . t hu r ,  

F.G.S. M i n e r a l o g i s t ,  e t c " .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  number of t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Magaz ine  ( v i c ) ,  t h e r e  was 

p u b l i v h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  by myse l f  on S t r z e l e c k i v s  a s c e n t  of Kosc iuako  a n d  Gipps-  

l a n d  j o u r n e y  i n  whicll 1 have  embodied  t h e  m a t t e r  f r o m  t h e  n o t e s .  .An i m p o r t a n t  

p o i n t  i s  t h e  d e f i n i t e  f i r i n g  of t h e  d a t e  of  t h e  a s c e n t .  

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you  h a v e  some of  James  b c a r t h u r 5  n o t e s  i n  y o u r  l i b r a r y ,  

a n d  t h i n k  t l m t  t h e s e  p a g e s  would  s u p p l e m e n t  them. I t  a f f o r d s  me much p l e a s u r e  

t,o p r e s e n t  them t o  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  i f  you  w i l l  k i n d l y  a c c e p t  t h e  same. 1 a!so 

f u r v a r d  a copy  of  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  l l i s t o r ~ c a l  Magazine p r e v i o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  to.  

Yours  S i n c e r e l y ,  

(Chas. D a l y )  

(Ex -P reu iden t  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  of v i c t o r i a )  

P.S, The w r i t i n g  i n  r e d  i n k  i s  b y  L e s l i e  Mnca r thu r .  

C . D .  



EXPMMTION TO DISCOVEII bT. KOSCIUSkO, 

N o t e s  f r om l a t r  . l am , .~  Macartlblrr 'n f i e l d  n o t , ~  book:  

Marc11 0 - lH40, I s t r i r t e d  f r o m  Messr?  llay a n d  Chi<:rn~:s s t ,a t . ion on  t h e  

llume a c c o m p a t > i ~ - d  by Coun t  T r r z e l e c k i  a n d  t v n  n a t i v e  g u i d e s  d e t r r n ~ i n e d  

t o  r e ac t ,  t h e  l t i g l ~ e s t  p o i n t  of t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Alps .  A s c e n d i n g  t h e  h e ~ u t i f u ! .  

and  11igl ; ly p i c t u r t . s q u r  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  Home on  t h e  S o u t h e r n  hank n i  t,he r i v e r .  

pass l r lC  l ; u i s e s s  S t a t l o r )  we f o u n d  o u r  f i r s t  camp a t  a f o r d  known !,y t h e  

r l a t l v r s  un l lvr  t h e  name of  "Novong". On t h e  1 0 t h  vv c r o s s e d  r,nv r i v r r  r n  

Lhe Nor t l ! c r~ l  bank nnrl f o l i o w ~ n g  t h e  va1lc . i  u p v a r d s  r e a c h e d  a  s m a l l  c i r c u l a r  

p l a i n ,  " G o l ~ , , l l l n " .  I t  was mnrr  r e g u l a r  t h a n  p i c t u r e s q u e ;  t h e  m a r g i n  of t h e  

f o r e s t  was s o  f o r m i 1  a n d  unbroken .  From t h i s  po in t ,  we a s c e n d e d  t h e  h i g h e l .  

r a n g e s  and  i r l  ahor i t  f o u r  m i l e s  reac t led  a  small h u t  r a p i d  c r e e k .  T h e r e  we 

d r t e r m i n e d  t o  l e a v r  our l t o r s e s  u n d e r  t h e  c h a r g e  of a f r i e n d  who bad 

accom$panie(l 1 1 9  su  f a r ,  h u t  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e  same a r d o u r  of  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  

i n c i t v d  t,hr Coun t  ilrld myse l f  t a  a s c e n d  t h e  l ~ i p l ~ e s t  k n o w  p o i n t  i n  . l o s t r a l i a .  

h r c h  11. Coun t  S t r z e l e c k i ,  myse l f  n n d  t v o  n a t i v e s  s t a r t , e r l  a t  7 a.m. 

I n  h i g h  s p i r i t s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  o u r  o b j e c t .  The v e u t l ~ e r  i n t e n s p l y  h o t  we 

marched  on  w i t h  o u r  b l a n k e t *  a n d  p r o v i s l o n a  "a11 Y i l i t a i r e " .  Tbe Count, 

c a r r i t ~ d  1 1 1  a d d i t i o n  a laenvy cave  of  i n s t r u m n t s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  

i l s c e n d i n g  a t  once  t l l r u ~ ~ e i ~  a n a r r o v  g u l l y  i n  about .  t h r e e  m i l e s  v r  r e a c h e d  a  

g a p  o \ , e r l ~ a n p i r ~ g  t h e  c o u r s e  of  t h e  r i v e r  - b e f o r e  u s  t h e  d e e p  v a l l e y  of  a 

t r i b u t a r y  f l o w i n g  f r o m  O a r g a l  m o u n t a i n s  a t  t h e  h e a d  of  t h e  Tumut. We f o u n d  

t h r  dc!scent, t o  t i  r i v e r .  s o  s t e e p  t h a t  we o n l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i t  s a f e l y  by 

c l i n g i n g  t r  t.lle s h r u h s  a n d  s m n l l  s a p l i n g s  - t h i s  l o c a l i t y  i s  p r c u l i a r l y  t h e  

h a b i t a t  of  tlbe l l lacl ;  Oppo-ssum a n  a n i m a l  common i n  V.D. l a n d .  On t h e  o p p o s i t e  

s i d e  ,of t , h i ~  f i n e  s t r e a m  we a s c e n d e d  an e q u a l l y  s t e e p  r a n g e  a n d  d - s c e n d i n g  

a g a i n  f o u n d  o ~ i r u r l v t ~ s  on t h e  main s t r e a m  of  t h e  Ilume. We c r o s s e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  

bank ,  and  p a s s i n g  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  a n o t h e r  h r a n c h  o r  t r i b u t a r y  r e c r o s s e d  t o  t h e  

l e f t ,  b ank ,  r e a c h i n g  t h e  s p o t  a t  wh ich  o u r  a c t u a l  a s c e n t  of t h r  moun ta in  was  

0 
t o  commence, The t l l e rmometer  r a n g i n g  upwards  of  911 d u r i n g  t h e  day  we 

d e t e r m i n ~ d  l i f t e r  r e f r e s h i n g  o u r s e l v e s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  as much of  t he  a s c e n t  as 

we c o u l d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o o l e r  h o u r s  o f  t h e  n i g h t ,  a n d  o n l y  camped when t h e  b r i g h t  

m o o n l i p h t  f a i l e d  us .  A f i n e  l y r e - b i r d  f u r n i s h e d  a n  ample  s u p p e r  a n d  c o n a o i e d  

u s  f o r  t h e  want  of  v a t e r .  The e a r l y  dawn o f  t h e  1 2 t h  f o u n d  u s  a g a i n  on  o u r  



way, a n d  a f t c r  f l v e  h u u r s  of t e d l o u s  a s c e n t  we r e a c h e d  a  smal! open  s p o t .  

A  f l r ~ e  spring a f f o r d e d  u s  t h e  m a n s  o f  making a h e s r t , y  b r e a k f a s t .  The o n l y  

w a t e r  we had llad d u r i n g  t h e s e  many h o u r s  o f  t , o i l  w a s  a  s i n g l e  q u a r t  a f f o r d e d  

h y  o u r  g u ~ d c  <Jacky d e s c e n d i n g  o v e r  some p e r p e n d i c u l a r  r a c k s  t o  a r o a r i n g  

t o r r e n t  u i i i ch  we c o u l d  h e a r  f a r  b e l a w  u s  h u t  c o u l d  n o t  s e e ,  The s p o t  we 

had  now r eac t l ed  w a s  t h e  f a v a u r i t e  camping  g round  of  t h e  n a t i v e s  d u r i n g  t h e l r  

a n n u a l  v i s l t s  t o  f e a s t  on  t h e  Hoogan % t h .  T r a c e s  of t h e i r  camps were  v l s i b l e  

i n  a l l  directions o u r  s a b l e  f r i e n d s  a r r i v e  h e r c  t h i n  a n d  ha? f  s t a r v e d :  -4 

f e w  weeks '  r e v e l l i n g  i n  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f o o d  c l o t h e s  t i i e l r  s k i n n y  ~ a l o t s  

i n  a l d e r ~ i r a n i c a l  c o n t r a s t .  Dr .  B e n n e t t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1834 s o w  v r r y  l n t e r e j i i n g  

d e t a l l a  on  t h i s  s n b j u c t ,  o b s e r v e d  by him on  t h e  a d j a c e n t  r a n g e s  ~ , f  r.llr Hoozan 

Youn ta ina .  B e l n g  on t h e  marg in  of t h e  t i m b e r  we de t e rmi r l ed  t o  l e a v ~  ,;iii. 

b l a n k e t s ,  e t c ,  c u l c u l a t i n g  t h a t  we c o u l d  d e s c e n d  t o  t h i s  s p o t  a f t e r  ikccompiish- 

i n g  o u r  o h j e c t .  I ' u sh ing  t h r o u g h  f i r s t  a  b e l t  o f  t h i c k  b r u s h  wood a n d  s e e o n b l )  

a b e l t  o l  d ~ a d  t i m b e r  we r e a c h e d  t h e  open  summit  c l o t h e d  w i t h  a  p e c u ? i d r  

g i g a n t i c  g r a s s  ca l1 t .d  by t h e  n a t i v e s  "Mo~~nong"  i t  i s  f rom 2 t o  3 f e e t  t?igtt - 
b r i g h t  g r e e n  a n d  s o o c u l e n t .  I t  was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h .  F l y i n g  

m i s t  ~ ~ c c a s i o n a l l y  e n v e l o p e d  u s  accompanier1 by a  keen  f r e e z i n g  a i r .  A i t ~ r  t vu  

h o u r s  of  t o i l s o m e  a s c e n t  we f o n n d  o u r s e l v e s  s t i l l  f a r  f r o m  t h e  h i g h e s t  !)oint .  

A f t e r  c o n s u l t n t i o n  we determined t o  s e n d  back  o u r  g u i d e s  f o r  t h e  b l a n k e t s  e n d  

p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  d i r ~ c t e d  them t o  fo rm  a  camp on t h e  s p a t  where  we t h e n  s t o o d .  

S t r z e l e c k i  a n d  I t h e n  p r o c e e d e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  e x t r e m e  summit  which  we r e a c h e d  

a f t e r  a v e r y  l a b o r i o u s  c l i m b  - t h e  a i r  was b i t t e r l y  c o l d .  We found  t h u  ui:Loal 

summit  d i v i d e d  i n t o  y i x  o r  more p o i n t s .  The Coun t  by  a i d  of  h i s  i n ~ t r u m e n t s  

q u i c k l y  d e t e c t e d  one  of  t h e s e  a s  b e l n g  i n  f a c t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  where 

we s t o o d .  A d e e p  r a v i n e  s e p a r a t i n g  o a  f r om t h i s ,  d i d  n o t  d e t e r  my a d v e n t u r o u s  

f r i e n d .  Ilu d r t e r m i r ~ e d  t o  r e a c h  i t .  As t h e  d a y  w a s  f a r  advanced  I t h o u g h t  i t  

more p r u d e n t  t o  r e t u r n  t o w a r d s  t h e  p o i n t  where  I had  o r d e r e d  t h e  n a t i v e s  t o  

w a i t  o u r  r c t n r n .  I k f o r e  l e a v i n g  t h ~  Coun t ,  he t o l d  me of  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  

r e c o r d i n g  l l i s  v i s i t  t o  t i ie  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i n  , A u s t r a l i a  by a a a o c i a t i n g  t h e  name 

of K a s c i u s l ~ u  w i t 1 1  o u r  s u c c e s s f u l  a s c e n t .  I c o u l d  n o t  b u t  r e s p e c t  a n d  f e e l  

d e e p  s p ~ p a t h y  w l t l ~  my f r i e n d  when w i t h  h i s  h a t  o f f  h e  named t h e  P a t r i o t  of  

h l s  Coun t ry .  I ' n r t ~ n g  on t h e  summit I commerleed my d e s c e n t  l e i s u r e l y  e n j o y i n g  

t h e  ample s u p p l y  of f i n e  w a t e r  c r e s s  t h a t  abounded  i n  e v e r y  c r e v i c e  of t h e  

rocks .  TJIP b e i i u t i f u l   flower^ t h e n  i n  f u l l  bloom, a f f o r d e d  me g r e a t  p l e a s u r e .  



T h e s e  were  t h e  f l o w e r s  of e a r l y  s p r i n g  - below - p r i n c i p a l l y  E u p h o r b i a c ~ a e .  

lmmense masses o f  m i c a  s l a t e  f o r m  g r o u p s  h e r e  a n d  t h e r t .  on t h e  m o u n t a i n  side 

Towards  e v e n i n g  1 r e a c h e d  t h e  s p o t  wltcrr  I h a d  o r d e r e d  o u r  camp t,o be f o r m e d  

b u t  c o u l d  s e e  no t r a c e  of  o u r  s a b l e  f r i e n d s .  I s h o u t e d ,  f i r e d  my g u n ,  b u t  

c o u l d  K e t  no a n s w e r i n g  s i g n a l .  The a p p r o a c l t i n g  n i g h t  made me f e e l  d r e p l y  

a n x i o u s  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  my a m  p o s i t i o n  b u t  t h a t  o f  my f r i e n d .  My f i r s t .  ca r?  

was  t o  c n l l c c t  f u e l  a n d  l i g h t  a f i r e  t o  d i r e c t  S t r z e l e c k i ' s  d e s c e n t  hy i t s  

l i g h t .  The n i g h t  was  p a s s i n g  o n :  j u s t  as I was  p l a c i n g  m y s e l f  i n  t h ?  h e s t  

p o a i t i o n  t h a t  I c o u l d  f i n d  t o  f e e l  t h e  warmth  o f  my s m a l l  f i r e ,  1 thoug11L 

t h a t  I h e a r d  a f a i n t  s h o l ~ t ,  or c o o - e ~ .  I c l i m b e d  u p  a I ~ i g I t  r o c k  o v e r l l a n g i n p  

a d e e p  p r e c i p i c e  a h n u t  IOU f e e t  b e l o w  me. 1 saw t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  of  t h e  n a t i v e ' s  

f i r e .  I s c r a m b l e d  b a c k ,  a n d ,  m k i n g  a  r a t h e r  p e r i l o u s  d e s c e n t  t h r o r ~ g h  a  

d a r k  g l e n ,  r e a c h e d  t h e  t e r r a c e  upon w h i c h  my f r i e n d s  w e r e  c o m f o r t a b l y  

e s t a b l i s l t e d .  I c o u l d  h e a r  n o t h i n g  of  S t r z e l e c k i  b u t  i m m e d i a t e l y  d e s p n t c l ~ ~ d  

J a c k y  t o  l o o k  f o r  him, a n d  v e r y  s o o n  h a d  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of  s h a k i n g  my f r i e n d  

by t h e  hand.  Ile had  e x p e r i e n c e d  many f a l l s  by t h e  way b u t  was  unhur t , .  lie 

p r o d u c e d  f r o m  h i s  b a g  t h e  e x t r e m e  summit  o f  t h e  r o c k y  h e i g h t  h e  h a d  g a i n e d .  

I i m a g i n e  lte s t i l l  l l as  i n  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  tllis i n t e r e s t i n g  t r o p h y .  The C o u n t  

had  e x p e r i e n c e d  more d i f f i c u l t y  t h a n  he e x p e c t e d .  The r a t h e r  d e e p  h o l l o w  

he c r o s s e d  a f t e r  we p a r t e d  o f f e r e d  s e r i o u s  o b s t a c l e s  t o  h i s  p r o g r e s s  frolli  t h e  

e n d l e s s  c o n f u s i o n  o f  r o c k s  a n d  t h e  t a l l  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  Munnong g r a s s .  H r  

r e m a r k e d  tibe e s c a p e  o f  c a r b o n i c  a c i d  g a s  f r o m  t h e  f i s s u r r v  i n  t h e  r o c k s .  I 

h a d  n o t i c e d  t h e  r e g u l a r  h i s s i n g  n o i s e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know i t s  c a u s e .  The a i r  

a f t e r  n i g h t  f a l l  was a l i v e  w i t h  t h e  Doogan Moths c a u s i n g  a  d e e p  s o u n d i n g  

liumming n o i s e  i n  c h a r a c t e r  l i k e  t h a t  o f  a  g i g a n t i c  b e e h i v e .  On t h e  m o s t  

s h a d e d  s i d e  of  t h e  m o u n t a i n  t h e r e  was s t i l l  a n  e x t e n s i v e  p a t c h  o f  snow, j u d g e d  

t o  be by my f r i e n d  p e r p e t u a l  as i t  was  more u r  l e s s  s t a i n e d  b y  t h e  d e c a y  of 

v e g e t a t i o n .  T h i s  s e a s o n  was r e m a r k a b l e  a s  b e i n g  one  i n  w h i c h  t h e  m o u n t a i n  was  

more f r e e  f r o m  snow t h a n  i t  had  b e e n  b e f o r e  o b s e r v e d .  On t h e  1 7 t h  we m d e  

a  r a p i d  d e s c e n t  t o  t h e  camp w h e r e  we had  l e f t  o u r  h o r s e e .  On t h e  l l r t h  t i l e  

I 

C o u n t  was e n g a g e d  i n  c o m p l e t i n g  a n d  v e r i f y i n g  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  Ile f i x e d  

t l l e  h e i g h t ,  h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  a s  7, 8 0 0  f e e t .  
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SllllVEY ~ hN1) 0Tlli:ll INS'II{ITMENTS IlSEl) DY S T L Z E l E C K I  --- 

h c h m a l d e r s  ? A "  r e f l e c t i n g  Compass,  " i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a  c l i n o m e t e r  

(whict l  s u p p l i e d  r e m a r k a b l y  w e l l  t h e  p l a c e  of a  t l ~ e o d o l i t e ) ,  f o r  t h e  

t r i g o n o w t r i c  p a r t  o f  tltr Su rvey" .  

Y 1 i 1 1  5 l . c  i c x t a n t  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  h o r i z o n  f o r  l a t i t u d e  and az i rmi th  

o b s e r v a f i o n a ,  

Zypho!~  Gay ! ,ussac  b lnunta in  U a r o m r t e r  

(Pngr 4 1 )  "12  made u n d e r  my d i r e c t i o n s  h y  T r o u g h t o n  X. h i a m s " ) ,  

?\ d a k i m a s i ~ c  l ~ n d  c h e m i c a l  p o r t a b l e  a p p a r a t u s .  

" . i l s o  rrst!(l l , o i l i r ~ g - w a t e r  a p p i i r a t u s  o l  1) r .  i f n l l a s t o n  c o n s t , r u c t e d  by 

' I ' rooghton  a n d  Simms". 

Would car'r?- a U a u t i c a l  l\lIXinac and  a  book o f  l n q a r i t l r m i c  t a b l e s .  

C a r r i e d  irr pack  o n  l~nc l i  w e i g h t  '15 11)s .  



:,IJRWY INFOIIHATION GIVEN RY STRZELECKI VICINITY 

OF KOSCIUSKO ASCENT -- 

G e o ~ r a p h ~ c ~ r  co . -o rd ina t e s  g i v e n  by S t r z e l e c k i  (p .50  I 'h j ' s ica l  

D e s c r i p t i o n )  I t s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t , a b l e  of  Compass V a r i a t i o n s .  

S i v e n  riamcd p o s i t i o n s :  

L a t l t ~ t d e  ~- 1 , a n g i t u d e  P r a b a b l c  P o s i t i o n  

34' cjnl 148' 1'8' ? n e a r  Gundaga i  

3 5 O  19' 147' 55O E l l e r s l i e  

3j0 77' 147' 53 '  D u t z t o n  ( D a t s o n )  ( S h e e p  
S t a t i o n  o f  P. ~ i n g )  

35O 30°  11 ,8O 009 ? n e a r  Hago 

0 
16 O i l q  148' r ) O q  We l a r e g a n g  

36" 211& 148' 15' K o s c l u s k o  

0 
7b 5'1' 147' 55 '  9 p r o b a b l y  T a r n b ~  

I t  is  p r a b a l , l e  t h a t .  t i l e  f i r s t  t h r e e  p l a c e d  on  t h e  above  l i s t  a r e  v a l u e s  

g i v e n  t o  S t r z c l c c b i  by  ex-nava l  o f f i c e r s  who had d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

p o s i t i o n s  of  t h e i r  s t a t i o n s .  

0 
Tlie now knnwrr v a l u e  at. K n s c i r ~ s k o  is L a t i t u d e  (s) Z6 - 27' - '27.62'1" and 

0 
l , o n ~ i t u d e  (1:; Ihtl -. 15' - 5U.756". As S t r z c l e c k i  was  t o o  l a t e  a r r i v i n ~  

a t  t h c  summit  t o  o b t a i n  l a t i t u d e  i n  h i s  u s u a l  way by midday o b s e r v a t i o n s  

of  t h c  s u n  a n d  h a d  t u  u s e  n d i f f e r e n t  method,  t h e  d i s c r e p a n c e p  i n  l a t i t u d e  

i s  not ,  s l x r p r i s i n g .  I t  means a n  e r r o r  of  d i s p l a c e m e n t ,  of  somr ? noiles  Norkh. 



IEICIITh GIVEN I1Y ST117,ELlCI;I ~- I N  T1U VICINITY OF IJPPh'H 

PlIylilLZY AN11 KOSC IIISkO. ( 1  ' I'IW ICAL Dk~bCHIITION* ) 

f e e t  

I l l u r s l i e  /s!lrep s t a t i o n  of i l ann ibe l  h c u r t t n l r )  1261 

Y e l a r e ~ s n g  (on t h e  r i v e r  llume) 753 ( a b o u t  800)  

Camp under  t h e  Snowy Range 1223 ( a b o u t  1100) 

Mount Kosciosku A u s t r a l i a n  Alps  1,500 (731J r )  

Mount l l a r ~ a  l 5490 (5622)  

Mount l ' inni l>ar  & l o 0  (5811)  

l l r i t z t o ~ ~  ( a  sheep s t a t i o n  of P.king, Es4.) 1RJtk 

l i igurc3  111 b r a c k e t s  a r e  ;rpproximate p r e s e n t  riay l l e i g h t , ~ .  

Mo~ailt l l a r g ~ ~ l  l l e i g h t  was probably  o b t a l n e d  by t r i a n ~ u l i i t i o n .  

EXTRACT - FHOM CAUWAlL, 1840. 
k?:IIiuIAny -- 

S. 2 I l b  23  

M. 5 1 0  .- li  24 

1. 4 11 18 25 

W .  5 12 19 2h 

TI,. b 1 3  YJ 27 

F, 7 I J r  21 28 

ha. 1 H 15 22 29 

FULL MOON -- I 7  Feb. 
18  Mnr. 




