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Dear Friend,

Mystic Aquarium is an iconic mainstay and a driving cultural and economic force
for the state of Connecticut. Our scientific research is an important voice in

the global discussion of how best to responsibly manage ocean resources.

As the organization’s new president and CEO, it is my privilege to work

alongside this deeply committed and enthusiastic staff. Day in and day out,

incredible people across every facet of our operation bring their best to
,S;:Seigzn?:;fj CEO Mystic Aquarium. At the same time, it is my responsibility to prepare us for

the challenges and the promises that tomorrow will bring.

And that is where | begin looking at the potential that lives within Mystic

Aquarium - its people, its facilities, and its impact.

Perhaps the most visible effort on this front is the courtyard renovation that
dramatically refreshes the entry to the Mystic Aquarium campus. This project
was done in parallel with an overhaul of our Jurassic Giants exhibit, shifting
the focus to those creatures which swam the ocean millions of years ago.

Together, the revitalized courtyard and the new Dino Seas exhibit create a

World-Class Animal Care

distinct yet flexible venue space that dovetails beautifully with the day-to-day
experience we aim to provide visitors to Mystic Aquarium.

St a rt S H e re Both projects began in late 2022 and were completed in the early part of
2023. Support from Carol and George Milne, Michelle and Thomas Marra,
Julie and Thomas Mosey, and the Marku family was instrumental in this

effort, and they have my sincere appreciation.

Meanwhile, an extensive review of our operations continues to uncover
new opportunities. In finding areas where efficiencies can be created,
Mystic Aquarium is positioned to make robust investments in our campus

and our staff.

A more rewarding and invigorating experience for our guests, our donors
and community partners, and a steadfast commitment to world-class
animal care, will serve us well in carrying out our mission of conservation,

education, and research.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT Susette Tibus
Mystic Aquarium is an institution that inspires people to care for and protect il 2l CGE0
our ocean planet through conservation, education, and research.
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Endangered Zebra Shark Joins Our Conservation Mission

MYSTIC AQUARIUM IS ...

Penguin colony
grows by
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Mystic Aquarium first encountered Shoebert, a gray seal,
in 2018 when he required medical care at the Animal
Rescue Program’s clinic. After a successful rehabilitation,
he was released into the wild. However, in 2022, he was
spotted in Shoe Pond in Beverly, Mass., interacting with
humans and gaining media attention. We soon discovered
he was the same seal we rehabilitated in 2018, when we
called him Jeckyll. Despite multiple attempts to catch
him, he managed to evade capture until he unexpectedly
turned himself in at a local police station parking lot.
Following a thorough medical examination, he was
deemed healthy and released off Block Island. Shoebert’s
unique personality and interactions with humans garnered
international news coverage. This brought much-needed
attention to the Animal Rescue Program’s work in
rescuing and rehabilitating stranded and injured animals.

Wild Ride




ANIMAL CARE ANIMAL RESCUE

BY THE NUMBERS BY THE NUMBERS

Our Animal Rescue Program
responded to

Species at year-end
marine mammal sightings along

miles of coastline in our

Species added in 2022 stranding coverage area

We cared for and released

Births or hatchings sea turtles
during 2022
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WORK-BASED LEARNING

Throughout the academic year, students enrolled in the
Bioscience Environmental Technology program at Ella T.
Grasso Technical High School in Groton,
Conn., partnered with Aquarium staff
for educational and workforce learning
activities. This collaboration allowed
students to gain meaningful insights into
the Aquarium’s daily operations, opening
their eyes to potential careers in the field.
Regardless of their future career path, the
program imparted essential skills such as
public speaking, audience engagement,

and project management.

YOUTH IN CONSERVATION

The Conservationistsin Training program, supported
through funding from the Environmental Protection
Agency and Long Island Sound Stewardship Fund,
is designed to empower youth from under-resourced
communities who bear a disproportionate
burden of environmental
challenges. By providing
financial and transportation
support, the initiative
eliminated obstacles to
participation in enriching
career opportunities. The
program introduced youth
to various environmental
professions to help them

explore career pathways.
2022 ANNUAL REPORT 11



A FACE FOR RADIO

MYSTIC AQUARIUM iS ... Eet_’rf_l‘l\:;l%'}'dBERs
FOSTERING FUTURE STEWARDS

At Mystic Aquarium, we are dedicated to motivating the upcoming generation of oczan ambassadors.
Our educational programs and activities cater to preschoolers, coilege students, and bevond. We engaged more than 150,000 PEOPLE

We engage in mentoring, developing partnerships, and are constantly expanding our initiatives to through education and conservation programming
impact more people and encourage the next generation of environmental champions.

94,395 CONSERVATIONISTS

joined us in conservation activities

93,897 GUESTS

visited as part of a school or youth group

45,653 STUDENTS

participated in educational programming

3,215 TEENS

engaged in workforce development programs

720 ADVENTURERS

slept under the seas with our overnight program
Mystic Aquarium served as the regional host for the International Ocean Film Festival in

October 2022. The two-day event featured |12 hours of films on topics relevant to coastal communities.

659 CAMPERS lcarned with us during the summer

Prior to the festival, a two-day youth filmmaking workshop was held to empower youth to create

conservation-focused films about the Aquarium’s animals r
215 ANNIVERSARY

OCEAN

Film Foundation

up of films that aimed to educate and inspire viewers to

and exhibits. The youth films were screened in front of a /, \ .
standing-room-only audience, joining an impressive line- ( ’ International

protect our ocean resources.
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MYSTIC AQUARIUM IS ...
ADVANCING INCLUSION & ACCESSIBILITY

At Mystic Aquarium, we are committed to advancing inclusion and accessibility, ensuring that
everyone feels welcome and can benefit from our rich educational resources. Through our
established and newly emerging efforts and partnerships, we strive to create an environment
where diversity is celebrated and barriers are removed, enabling all individuals to connect with
the wonders of the marine world.

14 MYSTIC AQUARIUM

TEAMING UP WITH QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY

We are proud to have established a new partnership with Quinnipiac
University, designating Mystic Aquarium as a non-traditional field
site for their Occupational Therapy program. Four doctoral-level
students joined us in the summer of 2022 for a |2-week externship,
contributing significantly to our accessibility and inclusion efforts.
They hosted a sensory-friendly evening, revamped our website’s
accessibility content, conducted staff training, and provided direct
support to our employees, volunteers, and students. This partnership
provides Mystic Aquarium with expertise as we continue to advance

our inclusion and accessibility efforts.

ELEVATING THE MYSTIC AQUARIUM EXPERIENCE
WITH AUDIO INTERPRETATION

As part of our commitment to accessibility, we introduced audio-
based interpretation accessible through QR codes at |7 exhibits.
This initiative, in partnership with Connecticut Radio Information
System, Inc., provides supplemental information in both English
and Spanish, enhancing the educational experience for all guests,
including those who have difficulty reading informational signs. We
are proud to have had 8,878 downloads utilized in 2022, marking

the highest number for any organization using this program.

CONNECTING THROUGH
COMPASSION

Through a new collaboration
with the Connecticut
Alzheimer’s Association, we
provided programming for
individuals in the initial stages
of Alzheimer’s to engage
alongside their families. In
2022, we provided tours

of the Aquarium that were
specifically designed to meet
the needs of the individuals.
This is just the beginning as
we explore additional ways
to partner on training and
outreach. It is a rewarding
experience collaborating with
the Connecticut Alzheimer’s
Association and becoming an

integral part of this community.
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WELCOME, DR. SMITH!

BUILDING CONNECTIONS

ROLE OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

“Our studies at Gray’s Reef National Marine
Sanctuary focus on predator-prey interactions and
the behavior of animals that engage in cooperative
hunting. This year, we observed new species that
hunt in groups! Findings from our work underscore
the significance of no-take marine protected

areas in preserving the natural interactions of
undisturbed wildlife populations.”

- Dr. Peter Auster, Research Scientist

MONITORING MARINE LIFE WITH eEDNA




BELUGA HEALTH WATCH

PROTECTING COX LEDGE

ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT

PRESERVING LONG ISLAND SOUND




MYSTIC AQUARIUM IS ...
CHARTING A COURSE

Protecting our ocean planet begins at home, which is why Mystic Aquarium is
committed to increasing our sustainability practices, reducing our carbon footprint,
and cutting down on waste. The Campus Sustainability Strategy for the years 2022
to 2026 positions Mystic Aquarium as a frontrunner in catalyzing systemic change
by integrating sustainability initiatives and impactful messaging to influence public
behavior regarding conservation and environmental sustainability.
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GREEN BANK PROJECT

The Connecticut Green Bank Project, which
was announced in November 202I, includes
new solar panels on Mystic Aquarium’s roofs
along with new, energy-efficient heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning systems
throughout campus. We are also upgrading
energy-monitoring equipment, interior and
exterior lighting, and equipment in animal
habitats to provide a cleaner and healthier

experience for both guests and marine life.

LEADING THE CHARGE

Thanks to our innovative and collaborative efforts to
accomplish our efficiency and energy goals, Mystic
Aquarium was awarded the 2022 Outstanding
Project Green Bank Award in the “Building
Solutions” category. The Connecticut Green Bank,
in collaboration with Verogy and Environmental
Systems Corporation, established the Green Bank
Awards to recognize companies advancing the green
energy movement and helping bring resilience, health,

and equity to Connecticut.

GOING SOLAR

One of our biggest achievements
is the installation of a state-of-
the-art rooftop-mounted solar
energy system in 2022. This
system, comprised of 600 solar
modules, is set to significantly
reduce our carbon footprint and
provide a reliable source of clean
energy for decades to come. It is
expected to produce more than
295,649 kilowatt-hours (kVWh) of

energy annually, enough to power

40 homes for a year. Additionally,

on an annual basis, the project’s
arrays will offset the equivalent
of about 209 metric tons of
carbon dioxide, equivalent to the
amount of emissions generated
by an average passenger vehicle
driven more than 537,000 miles

every year.
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS, AND TO OUR FUNDERS & PARTNER

2022 WAS A REMARKABLE AND TRANSFORMATIVE YEAR FOR MYSTIC AQUARIUM, AND DONORS LIKE YOU HELPED MAKE IT SO!

$500,000 - $999,999

Carol and George Milne

$100,000 - $499,999

Michelle and Thomas Marra

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Sarah Kelly and Ken Sigel

$10,000 - $24,999
Steven and Marion Dodd

Fran and Craig Haines

Deborah Holmsen and Brian Leedom
Richard Katz

Fatima Matos and Hans Rollema
Julie and Thomas Mosey
Christine and Peter Naktenis
Elisse Rosen

Karen and Daniel Strasshofer
Joanna and Robert Williams

$5,000 - $9,999

Stephanie Ackler and Peter Chapin
Jilland Jeffrey Aiosa

Mitzi and Ron Barhorst

Christopher Berman

Adriana DeGabriel and Edward Cassidy
Estate of Doris Fraher

Candice and Fotis Georgiadis

Dawn and Eric Holmgren

Brian Lash

Joli Gross and Camille Lavoie

Alisa Macneille and Peter Kuhn
Rajmonda and Alex Marku

Amy and Brad Morris

Michelle and Steven Pagella

Katie and Jason Quinlan

Carol and Edward Sauers

Sandy Senior-Dauer and Keith Dauer
Kenneth Tropin

$2,500 - $4,999
Kristen and Del-Bourree Bach
Barbara and Vincent Bernardo
Kathy Calkins

Amy and Daniel Carlin

Victoria and Rob Christian

Jung Ja and Scott DeBisschop

Shonah and Peter Drakos
Hylar and Marliese Friedman
Lee and John Holstein

Donna Leake and Anthony Dvarskas
Michael Linhares

Patty Luxton

Adam Milne

Jill and Todd Milne

David Mortimer

Heather Nealon-Champagne
and Andrew Champagne
Christine and William Petit
Karen Stone and David Schulz
Debra and Robert Valenti

Jeffery and Brittany Valentine
Karen Walters

Laura and Andrew Wyeth
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$1,000 - $2,499

Jeannine and Christopher Borowiec
Molly and Stephen Boyle

Donna Cameron

Melinda Carlisle

Ysidra and Kevin Carroll

Alison Davenport and John Moriarty
Annette DeSilva and Michael Rauh
Kathleen and Robert Dess

Janet and Robert Dilenschneider
Kimberly Dreier and Julianna Rick
Susan Steiner and John Drew

Carol and William Dunn

Deborah Durham

Alan Shawn Feinstein

Heather and Campbell Field

Risa and Roy Filkoff

Lorna and Michael Gallagher

Lisa and Richard Giovanelli

Lisa and Jason Guyot

Elisabeth and Lee Harrell

Laurie and Jack Heflin

Elizabeth and Kevin Hennessy
Barbara Holland-Emberton

Abbey Holstein and Harry Boardsen
Ashley and Brian Honeyman

Holly and Michael Johnson
Danielle and Justin Klee

Chelsea and Charlie Leonard

Liisa and Mark Livingston

Rita Madison

Constance and Terrence Markey
Lenore Milner

Courtney Minden and Bradford Dolan
Elizabeth and Michael Mondello
Eunice and Kevin Moore

Cheryl and Geoffrey Nadzam

Britta and Denis Nayden

Rosanne O'Hara

Heather and Caitlyn Riley

Peggy Roberts

Candace and Thomas Sanford
Susan Schussler

Rachel Schwartz and Chris Marra
Jennifer and David Schwindt

Alicia and Thomas Settle

Margaret and Thomas Sheridan
Heather and Mark Somers
Catherine and Michael Stephenson
Beth and J. Darren Stewart

June and Alan Strunk

Patricia Tedford

Kathryn and David Thurlow

Carol and Mike Toner

Thomas Tsang

Lindsay and Tyler Van Buren
Madeleine Wedvik and William DeCourcey
Karin Whittemore and Peter Kepple
Theresa Wilson

Michael Zella

$500 - $999

Barbara and Brad Baran

Mary Barravecchia

Laura Batt and Daniel Hungerman
Wendy Benchley

Carole Bernstein

Joseph Bernstein

Katelyn Birge

Marcela R. Bledt

Melisa and Dan Callister

Lori Calobrisi

Ellen and Richard Cartun

Kerri and Brian Charette
Jacqueline Colbert and Mark Muetterties
Jackie Desmond

Rich Drake

Dave Frishie

Paul Gallagher

Barbara and Marc Ginsberg
Elizabeth Goldman

Mary Ellen Hagen

Karen and Edward Havrilla
Susan Marie Higgins
Cathleen and Paul Holland
Crystal Huang and Ryan Kelly
Barbara and Raymond Jacobsen
Sarah and John Lazzaro

Terry Lineberger

Jennifer and Spiros Liras
George Logan

Blakeley and Brian Maggi
JoAnn Marie and DiAnn Giles
Antonio and Shaun Mastroianni
Jennifer and Dan McFadden
Jane and Dan Meiser

Carol and Craig Melin

Ayana and Mark Melvan

Cara Nicholl and Vivian Wills
Krista and Chris Patsiga
Jennifer and Jeffrey Possick
Lisa and Jim Rattray

Denise and Mark Raymond
Benjamin Schreiner

Sallie and James Schwartz
Robin Sherman

Amelia and Todd Slawshy
Lynette and David Snow

Kim and Mark Spano

Melissa and Daniel Verdier
Margaret and Michael Van Vranken
Jane and Norman Wainwright
WERTERELE]

Ellen and Howard Weiss

A special thank you to these organizations for their
generous support of Mystic Aquarium in 2022.

$1,000,000 +
Connecticut Department of Economic Development
US Department of Justice

$500,000 - $999,999

Connecticut Humanities

$100,000 - $499,999
North Pacific Research Board
Foxwoods Resort Casino

$25,000 - $99,999

11th Hour Racing/The Smith Family Foundation
Alliance for Sustainable Energy, LLC

Aquarion Water Company

Association of Zoos and Aquariums

Blue World Research Institute

Charles River Laboratories International, Inc
Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut
Kitchings Family Foundation

Long Island Community Foundation
Maximillian E. and Marion O. Hoffman Foundation
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association
National Science Foundation

Rhode Island Department of Education

Rhode Island Foundation

Sarah K. deCoizart TENTH Perpetual Charitable Trust
SBM Charitable Foundation

Scripps Family Fund for Education and the Arts
Simply Majestic

United Way of Rhode Island

Walker Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

The Artac Seel Company

ASA Environmental Products, Inc.
Avangrid Foundation

The Barnes Foundation, Inc.
Cannonball Management Inc.
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union
Chelsea Groton Bank

Coca-Cola Beverages Northeast
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
Event Network

Eversource Energy Foundation
Frank Loomis Palmer Fund
Holstein Foundation
International Citizens Fund
Katherine Matthies Foundation

Mystic Transportation

National Audubon Society, Inc.
Pfizer

Resorts World at Sentosa
Resources Legacy Fund
Stoneridge Senior Care, LLC
The Artac Seel Company

The Per and Astrid Heidenreich Family Foundation
The Whaler's Inn Mystic

Top Jewish Foundation

Valenti Auto Mall

Wells Fargo

$5,000 - $9,999

Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services, Inc.

Ben-Veniste Grell Family Foundation

Carlin Construction Company, LLC

Conservation Nation

Day-O-Lite

Dowling & Partners Securities, LLC

General Dynamics Electric Boat

Green & Sklarz, LLC

Jaguar Land Rover Fairfield

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.

Nordson Corporation Foundation

Petit Family Foundation

Pfizer Community Foundation

Pochal & Pochal, LLC

Professional Planning Group

Revolution Wind

State Street Foundation, Inc.

Stifel Financial Corp

The Patten-Wright Group at Morgan Stanley

Wireless Zone

The Woman's Seamen's Friend Society
of Connecticut, Inc

$2,500 - $4,999

A Beautiful Company

Asahi / America, Inc.

AT&T

Connecticut Automotive Retailers Assoc.
Cooperative Funeral Fund

Eastern Connecticut State University
Equinor

Events Forum

Goodway Technologies Corporation
J&R Seafood Market

Liberty Bank

READCO Property Management, LLC
Sea Services North America

Something Fishy, Inc.

The Aegis Group, Morgan Stanley
The Hillery Company

Vertikal 6

$1,000 - $2,499

Amazon Smile Foundation

Chamber of Commerce of Eastern
Connecticut Foundation

Edward Jones Investments

First Pic, Inc.

Grey Sail Brewing Company, LLC

Import Auto, UTD

Ledes Foundation

Merwin Memorial Free Clinic for Animals

Nicholas & Allison Moore Fund

Perry Charitable Fund

Pink Basil

Progeny Systems, Inc.

The Book Shop of Beverly Farms

The Dilenschneider Group

The Walt Disney Company Foundation

Town Of Windham

Two Little Fish, Inc.

Universal Television, LLC

$500 - $999

ABC Photo Lab

BWX Technologies

Dicin Electric Company, Inc.
Dixon Family Charitable Fund
Dog Watch Café

Elsie A. Brown Fund, Inc.
Essex Steam Train & Riverboat
Kelley's Pace

Mystic Diner

Noble Smokehouse

Paradise Cleaning & Restoration
Pieper Veterinary

Pine Point School

Quinebaug Kennels

River Valley Periodontics
Salem Marble

Stonington Vineyards

We appreciate all our supporters and apologize if your name
was inadvertently omitted from this listing. Please contact
Development@MysticAquarium.org with any concerns.
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OPERATING
HIGHLIGHTS

REVENUE

Admissions $15,979,936
Memberships $2,163,718
Auxilary Operations $3,889,357
Donations $2,361,452
Operating Grants $5,882,546
Programs/Classes $1,131,853
Other $2,013,867

Total $33,422,729

EXPENSES

Administration $3,087,993
Human Resources $550,600

Facilities $4,177,559
Exhibits $229,300

Technology $739,003

Development $1,119,753
Marketing $2,389,741
Zoological Operations $6,381,922
Visitor Services $3,540,363
Education $2,476,261
Research & Veterinary $2,955,413

Total $27,647,908

***Complete audited financial statements are available upon request from
Sea Research Foundation, Inc. d/bla Mystic Aquarium
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inviting you to join us on
the journey.

By donating, you become an essential partner in our
journey to make a positive impact not only within our
aquarium walls but also on a global scale, inspiring future
generations to cherish and protect our beautiful blue
planet. Together, we can create a sustainable future for

marine life and ensure the longevity of our oceans.

Let’s work together to make a positive impact on our
ocean and the amazing creatures that call it home.
You can make a difference by making a tax-deductible
donation to Mystic Aquarium. Your support is crucial to

the success of our mission and we truly appreciate it.

For more information about how you can contribute,
please reach out to our Development department at

Development@MysticAquarium.org.

Thank you for your help!




