
President’s Dinner 
November 15, 2019

N I A G A R A  U N I V E R S I T Y

Niagara University – watch the 
seasons change where the mission is eternal.



Evening Sponsorship





Wine with Dinner Sponsorship

The Montani Family



Congratulations to 

The Caritas Medal 
Laura Zaepfel 

St. Vincent de Paul Award 
Rev. Michael J. Carroll, C.M., ’73, ’11 (Hon.) 

Legacy of Service 
Rev. Craig D. Pridgen 

Medal of Honor 
Paul E. O’Leary Jr., ’81 

FROM 
LARRY & MARY MONTANI



The Caritas Medal 
Laura Zaepfel 

St. Vincent de Paul Award 
Rev. Michael J. Carroll, C.M., 
’73, ’11 (Hon.) 

Legacy of Service 
Rev. Craig D. Pridgen 

Medal of Honor 
Paul E. O’Leary Jr., ’81







St. Vincent’s Sponsorship

C&W Services 
Carol and Gary D. Praetzel, Ph.D., Dean Emeritus 

HodgsonRuss, LLP 
JoAnn G., ’58, and Elizabeth Clune 

John, ’86, and Mary Rieger 
Maid of the Mist Corporation  

Thomas M. O’Brien, ’72 
Niagara Falls Bridge Commission 

Orr Group 
Pamela Jacobs Vogt 

Peter, ’88, and Kate Prager 
The Rev. Michael J. Carroll, C.M., ’73, ’11 (Hon.) 
The Central Association of the Miraculous Medal 



 

C R O S S  F A S T E R  W I T H  N E X U S  

V i s i t  w w w . n e x u s . g c . c a  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

Ra inbow Br idge  ~  Wh i r l poo l  Rap ids  B r idge ~  Lew i s ton-Queens ton  B r idge  

To expedite  your  br idge cross ings:  
 
 Cal l  the Commiss ion’s  to l l  f ree  traf f ic  

update  l ine  at :   1 - 8 0 0 - 7 1 5 - 6 7 2 2  
 
 For  real-t ime traf f ic  condit ions  v is i t :   

w w w . n i a g a r a f a l l s b r i d g e s . c o m  
 
  Fol low changing traf f ic  condit ions  at :  

T w i t t e r . c o m / N i a g a r a B r i d g e s  



From JoAnn and Elizabeth Clune



Congratulations to 
Fr. Carroll 

and all of 
tonight’s honorees! 
The Prager Family



Mary and John Rieger 

proudly celebrate the 

Power of Niagara 
and congratulate 

tonight’s honorees 

Laura Zaepfel 

Rev. Michael J. Carroll 

Rev. Craig D. Pridgen 

Paul E. O’Leary



Congratulations to 

Paul E. O’Leary, ’81, 

a model alum, 

and to the outstanding 

Rev. James J. Maher 

Carol and Gary Praetzel, Dean Emeritus



Pamela 
Jacobs Vogt



Congratulations to 
all of the honorees! 
 Thomas M. O’Brien, ’72
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DePaul Sponsorship

R.E.Kelley 

Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center 

Pegula Sports & Entertainment 

Uniland 

Kaleida Health



 

BUILDING RESTORATION 

BRICK  *   STONE  *   TERRA COTTA  *   WINDOWS  *   CONCRETE 

Guaranteed Service Since 1934 

Visit us at: www.rekelley.com 

BUFFALO OFFICE 
33 Main Street 

Bowmansville, NY 14001 
716-684-3550 

 
 

ROCHESTER/SYRACUSE OFFICE 
1383 State Route 96 
Waterloo, NY 13165 

315-568-0982 

 



ConstructionDevelopment Property ManagementSales & Leasing Hospitality Residential

716.834.5000 | uniland.com

Supporting the mission of a Niagara University Vincentian education.

Congratul tions to the 2019 Niagara University Caritas Medal Honoree

Laura Zaepfel
Vice President, Corporate Relations, Uniland Development Company



www.kaleidahealth.org

Kaleida Health

Medal of Honor 
Winner 

Paul E. O’Leary

Congrat
ulates

Kaleida Health 

Thank you for your  

dedication and service to  

the Niagara University  

community and beyond.



Table Sponsorship

BlueCross BlueShield of Western New York 
Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP 

Catholic Health-Mount St. Mary’s Hospital 
Chiampou Travis Besaw & Kershner LLP 

Comdoc 
Compu-Mail 

Elbers Landscape Service, Inc. 
Gibson, McAskill & Crosby, LLP 

Harter Secrest & Emery LLP 
Independent Health 

Lawley 
M&T Bank Foundation 

Merani Hotel Group 
Metz Culinary Management 

Debbie, ’79, and Rocco Surace, ’77 
Sevenson Environmental Services, Inc. 

The Bonadio Group, LLP 
Tops Markets, LLC 

Kathryn T. Hutchinson, Ph.D.



ABOUT MAKING A DIFFERENCE.

Independent Health is proud to support Niagara University  

for their passion for making a difference. Their commitment  

to excellence and dedication to help improve the lives of others 

brings the essence of the RedShirt® Treatment to life. 

independenthealth.com 

©2019 Independent Health Association, Inc.  IH27675

PASSIONATE

It takes a quality education 
to provide high quality 
healthcare. Catholic Health
and Mount St. Mary’s 
Hospital are proud 
to support the 
Niagara University 
President’s Dinner 
and congratulate 
tonight’s honorees.

www.chsbu昀alo.org

Special congratulations to the honorees 

Rev. Craig D. Pridgen 

Laura A. Zaepfel 

Rev. Michael J. Carroll, C.M., ’73, ’11 (Hon.) 

Paul E. O’Leary Jr., ’81 
A very special thank you to the dinner co-chairs 

Michael, ’83, and Janice Vitch

The growing Surace Family wishes our entire 
Niagara Family a successful President’s Dinner 

Debbie, Rocco, Christianna, Annalynn, Rocky 
and now, Arianna and Lorenzo



At Tops, we are more than food. We are
about people, traditions, celebrations and

helping to ensure a bright future by caring for
our community today and tomorrow. Tonight we

recognize and congratulate our friend, Paul O'Leary
who is receiving the prestigious Medal of Honor.

Congratulations Paul and thank you
for all you do for the community.

TopsMarkets.com

Proud to be a part of

CONTRACTING
MAINTENANCE

GARDEN CENTER
SNOWPLOWING

LANDSCAPE SERVICE, INC.

Proud to support  
  Niagara University’s  

2019 President’s Dinner

hselaw.com

Buffalo n Rochester n Albany n  Corning n New York City

DIRECT MARKETING SOLUTIONS



PROUD TO SUPPORT
NIAGARA UNIVERSITY

& THE PRESIDENT’S 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Congratulations to the 2019 Honorees

INSURANCE
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

lawleyinsurance.com
NEW YORK | NEW JERSEY | CONNECTICUT

Proud to support  
the Niagara University  

President’s Dinner



 
 

 
 

Proud to Support the 

Niagara University 
President's Dinner 

 
 

GIBSON, McASKILL & CROSBY, LLP 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

69 DELAWARE AVENUE, SUITE 900 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14202 

716.856.4200 
www.gmclaw.com 

 

Congratulations 
to the 2019 Honorees 

We are grateful for the 
incredible impact that your 
dedication and generosity 
has on Niagara University. 

Thank you for sharing your 
Vincentian Spirit with all of us. 

With admiration, 
Dr. Kathryn T. Hutchinson





M&T Bank 
Foundation



Gold Sponsorship





 
 

We are proud  
to support 

Niagara University’s  
President’s Dinner 

 
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP 

1900 Main Place Tower 

Buffalo, New York 14202 
 

1900 Bausch &Lomb Place 
Rochester, NY 14604 

www.woodsoviatt.com 
 

Providing legal services to  

Western New York Since 1852 





With sincere congratulations 
and deepest thanks to 
Paul E. O’Leary, ’81

Bob and Lynda Engel





Congratulations 
to tonight’s honorees 

J. Crew 

is a proud sponsor 

of the 

Niagara University 

2019 President’s Dinner











N AT I O N A L F U E L .C O M

National Fuel is proud to be a sponsor of Niagara University 
and proud to be putting our energy to good use.  

Here’s to fueling a 
better tomorrow.



Congratulations to the honorees 

Paul E. O’Leary Jr., ’81 

Rev. Michael J. Carroll, C.M., ’73, ’11 (Hon.) 

Laura Zaepfel 

Rev. Craig D. Pridgen 

Michael J., ’88, and Carolyn L. Nicholson, ’91





Congratulations 
to tonight’s honorees! 

Msgr. James Wall, ’59, M.A.’61, SOLA ’63



SALES@FOLIOT.COM  |  1.800.545.5575  |  FOLIOT.COM
PROUDLY MANUFACTURED IN LAS VEGAS – MONTREAL

BEDROOM | STUDY |  LIVING





We are the 
power of Niagara!  
Congratulations to 

all the honorees!

Kevin J., and Kathryn Hourihan Clarke, ’73



ALBANY   BUFFALO   GARDEN CITY   NEW YORK CITY   ROCHESTER   SARATOGA SPRINGS   SYRACUSE   UTICA

Avant Building - Suite 900 - 200 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202 • 716.416.7000

Bond salutes this year’s honorees and 

Niagara University for its excellence in education.

bsk.com

“Education is the most
powerful weapon

which you can use
to change the world.”

-Nelson Mandela

“Education is the most
powerful weapon

which you can use
to change the world.”

-Nelson Mandela



Niagara Falls 
Country Club



Congratulations to 
tonight’s honorees and 

thank you Fr. Jim for your 
outstanding leadership. 
The Joy Family Foundation



Congratulations 
on another 
great year! 

Frank Fiannaca, ’85, 
and Family



Congratulations
2625 Delaware Avenue | Buffalo NY 14216

10 locations in Central and Western New York
sleepinsights.com 

1360 N Forest Road | Williamsville NY 14221
3 locations in Western New York

IPWassociates.com

 

2625 Delaware Avenue | Buffalo NY 14216 

Servicing WNY since 1965 
bensonsurgical.com

Jeffrey O. Dann, ’74, and Maureen Hoag Dann, ’74, congratulate  
tonight’s honorees:

Laura Zaepfel    The Caritas Medal
 

 Reverend Michael J. Carroll, C.M., ’73, ’11 (Hon.)    
St. Vincent de Paul Award

 
Reverend Craig D. Pridgen    Legacy of Service

Paul E. O’Leary, Jr., ‘81    Medal of Honor







William and 
Lesley Collins



Silver Sponsorship



There is no
“one size 昀ts all”
when it comes to 
print production.
The products we produce are as diverse as our client list. 
From custom packaging and ful昀llment to variable data driven mailing. 
Gateway has the answers but not without asking the right questions. 
We take the time to make sure we get it right. As promised. Every time. 
So while we cannot provide you with a canned solution we would love 
to be your “can do solution provider” for print and 昀nishing production.

Ink. Paper. People.
Call us today for a free estimate at (716) 823-3873
3970 Big Tree Road, Hamburg, NY 14075  •  info@gatewayprints.com  •  GatewayPrints.com



Education That Makes a Difference



Bronze Sponsorship



Excelsior Capital 
Advisory Services LLC 

(Tom Cullinan, ’76) 

Providing Capital Markets Advice 
to Colleges and 

Not-for-Profit Organizations 

is a proud sponsor of 

Niagara University’s 2019 
President’s Dinner

From the Class of ’73, 
Go Eagles!



edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Why? Because we’re built for listening.

So what’s important to you? 

Edward Jones - It’s Time for Investing to Feel Individual. 
Study based on responses from more than 4,629 investors who primarily invest with one of the 18 firms 

included in the study. The majority of the study was fielded in December 2018. Your experiences may vary. 
Rating may not be indicative of future performance and may not be representative of any one client’s 

experience because it reflects an average of experiences of responding clients. Visit jdpower.com/awards.

Edward Jones ranks highest in investor satisfaction with 
full service brokerage firms, according to the J.D. Power 
2019 U.S. Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM

M
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11
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Joseph A Dante II 
Financial Advisor

738 Cayuga Street 
Lewiston, NY 14092 
716-754-1653

Contact me at 716-754-1653 to get started.



A Catholic, Vincentian, Metropolitan, and Global University

The St. John’s University Board of Trustees  

and the University community  

extend heartfelt congratulations to  

Niagara University  

and 

Rev. Michael J. Carroll, C.M. ’09HON,

Board Member Emeritus

Niagara University
President’s Dinner

Friday, November 15, 2019

M1-12685/LR

Fairway Floor 
Covering, Inc. 

Joseph J. Pantano 
Sales/Project Manager 

55 N. Gates Ave. 
Lackawanna, N.Y. 14218 
Phone: 716.842.3131 
Cell: 716.270.9744



Proud Supporter of Niagara University 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision 

Build meaningful  

relationships from coast to coast. 

www.jwdanforth.com | 1(844) JWD - 1884 

Keith and 
Nicolette 

Miller

Congrats Paul! 
For your dedication 

to Niagara over 
the years. 

MaryPat, Ryan 
& Marpo!



Friends Sponsorship

Grand Tours & Ridge Road Express 

Bickford Paper Company, Inc. 

Jack and Dena Armstrong, ’79 

Louis P. LaBarber, Ph.D., LCSW, PC 

Heart, Love & Soul Inc. 

Ferguson Electric Service Co. Inc. 

Our Lady of Angels Association 

Paul M., ’65, and Doerte McManus 

J.R. Swanson Plumbing Co., Inc. 

Diane Stoelting 

Hon. Joseph D. Valentino, ’68 

Dr. Robert L. Jr., ’81, and 
Paula McGowan Gedeon, ’00 

Rev. Bernard M. Tracey, C.M. 

Hon. Jerome C., ’58, and Janet Gorski 

Mark A., ’72 and Anna Bruno 

Rev. William M. Allegretto, C.M., ’80 

L.A. Woolley, Inc. 

Stuart Sports 

Denise Gonez-Santos 

Robert and Barbara Butry Malinowski, ’59 

Lauer-Manguso & Associates 

Atrium 

Michael and Angela Skowronski 

Assemblyman Robin Schimminger 

Fiduciary Investment Advisors 

Kate Koperski



Thanks to our 2018 President’s Dinner donors, 
the following students received the 

President’s Dinner Scholarship for the 
2019-2020 academic year.

Emily Barone 
Tyler Battestin 

Catherine Blake 
Giavanna Bolognese 

Jason Boslet 
Emily Brock 

Courtney Brown 
Matthew Brown 
Olivia Cinquino 

Emma Collee 
Mikayla Dacosta 

Emilee Davis 
Michael Despirt 
Jillian Dowdle 
Conor Dunne 
Emily Franke 
Jack Gareau 

Jacob Gaydos 
Jenna Golding 

Madison Heburn 

Alexa Herrmann 
William Hoover 
Trevor Howell 
Kaylee Irwin 

Caden Johnson 
Megan Kennedy 

Adam Kiedrowski 
Samantha Klemer 

Kirsten Kulikowski 
Ryan Leonard 
Julia Matteson 

Sarah McClintock 
Allison McDonald 

Emmaleigh Michaels 
Clare Miller 
Chloe Noah 
Morgan Oun 
Jenna Pilecki 

Carter Potkaliysky 
Daniel Quick 

Eve Quinn 
Jackson Richert 
Rebecca Roman 

Hunter Roth 
Amelia Santarosa 
Michael Saviano 
Hannah Shales 

Spencer Vadnais 
Cameron Vampotic 

Alexis Verrall 
Myranda Walker 

Jacob Watz 
Madison Wilder 
Jonah Wilkinson 
Noah Wilkinson 

Alanna Williamson 
Madison Wrazin 
Meadow Wright 
Stephanie Young 

Ariana Zapata



Special Thanks

Event Co-Chairs: 
Michael L., ’83, and Janice Vitch 

Sponsorship Committee: 
Kelly Besaw, ’83 

Robert Ingrasci, ’08 
Kathleen Neville, M.A.’15 

Christopher Ross, ’82 
John Rumschik, ’77 
Lee Szczublewski  

Courtney J. Donahue Tasner, ’08 
Rocco Surace Sr., ’77




