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Couple wed in first
same-sex Buddhist
service in Taiwan

1 LOA 1OK-SIN

STAFF REPONTER

Blessed by the Baddhist Master
Shih Chao-hwel (7919) Yu Yating
() and Huang Mei-yu (%)
became the nation's first lesbian
couple to be married In 3 Buddhist
ceremony yesterday.

Do you, Yaung take Melyu
o be your compamon for life, to
hawe and to hold, in sickness and in
heath, in good times and woe, for
richer or poorer, keeping yourself
solely unto her for as long as you
both shall live™ Shih asked w Yu
in front of more than
attending the wodding and a statye
after reatin
hants and a teaching on

16 guests

of a sitting Buddha
Buddhist ¢
the meaning of marmiags

“I do,” Yu answered

Shih then turned to Huang and
asked the question to which Huang
also answered “yes "

“You may
beads now,” Shil said

exchange Buoddhast
“Congratulations to both of you
Shih said. 1 wm centain you will

Jead a life of happiness togethe

especially after you have ovel
so noch diffienlty and societal da
crimination. You have blessings not
oaly from the Buddha, but also from
those whom you may or may not
know who are in attendance.”

The couple then stamped their
seals on a mamage cetificile, as
did Shih and two friends of the
couple who hosted the wedding

Shih said that for Buddhists,
marnage is 4 Vow two people make
o move their relationship to the
next level and tum thelr love of
themseives mto love for the other

The wedding took place at a
Buddhist monastery m Guanyin
Township (81), Taoyuan County

Although the wedding was at
tended by & sizable crowd that gave
the couple their best wishes, the
absence of the couple's parends re
minded then that Same-sex marmage
s not so widely accepted by society

“My parents have known my
sexual orientation for many years.
but & first, they couldn’t really
accept it," Huang told the media
before the wedding. “So, when we
started dating seven years ago, |

Yu Ya-ting, left, aed her partner, Huang Mei-yu, stand with Buddhist Master Shik Chao-hwei in front of 2 statue of Buddha in the prayer
hall of 2 monastery in Taoyuan County after getting married yestesday.

ook her [Ya-tmg| home frequently
to meet my family and let them
know who | was going out with
and gradually. they
ceptiL”

Huang said Yu's parents only
leamed thelr daughuer is a lesbian
when they began to prepare for the
wikding

“Our parents onginally agreed
o come to our wedding, but they
felt they were not prepared for the
media exposure, so they decided
not to come,” Huang said

HAEE AR Ry B 55

came 10 ac

Another reality have to
face is that the wedding s not
Jegally recognized. The couple has
written an open letter 1o President
Ma Yingjeou (%&5) urging the
g‘u\l‘ﬂulk'ﬂ: 1D reCOgnze same-sex
mamiage as soon as possible
“Marnage is a basic right, and
the Constitution protects the
equal rights of each citizen of this
country to engoay equal rights, so
there is no reason that same-sex
marriage should be excluded form

legal recognition.” said Chuang

PR IE S R

they

(B F oL B2 ER

¥ ERSLR A HARRS [HRE

mnm

]~ é“‘é

(EIFSPSTESACIRY /3t N

Auiljjf iE

Chiao-ju (# &%), a member of the
Taiwan LGBT Rights Advocacy
“Ma calls himself a gay-fricadly
president o he should use his
power o push for the legalization
of gay marriage.”

Huang said they decided to have
a Buddist wedding because they
arc Buddhists and since around 80
percent of the population are more
orless they hoped 8 wed-
ding blessed by a Buddhist master
would help change socidty’s views
about same-sex manmage

eS|

(Straight Ally)

fib AP

X B E T B . B

IREAE AR B, R a2 BB B
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