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GreenInfo Network

 Largest dedicated nonprofit 
GIS support group in U.S.

 20 years, 800 organizations

 12 staff, 20-30 projects at a 
time

 Extensive experience with 
land trusts, conservation, 
protected areas data



GreenInfo Network Mission

Bring the power of mapping, 

information and communications

technology… 

to non-profits, public agencies and 

other public interest organizations…

to help them understand and show the 

relationships between issues, people 

and places.



Who We Serve

 Conservation:  land trusts, public agencies, 
advocacy organizations, foundations

Acquiring land, protecting wilderness, biodiversity, 

guarding rivers, restoring resources

 Environment:  policy and advocacy groups –
local, state, national

Fighting sprawl, encouraging sound development, 
achieving social justice

 Social well being:  research organizations, 
service providers, public agencies, foundations

Child care, housing opportunities, voting rights, access 
to services
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Design and 
Communication



Design and Communication

1. Focus on message and goals

2. User-focus, unfold story in layers

3. Frames GIS, maps, reports, websites, etc. 
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How we approach 
cartography



GIS Approach

1. Refined design approaches

2. Custom, client-driven projects

3. Wide range of topics and messages



This? 



Or this? 



Or this? 
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Interactive Solutions



Interactive Approach

1. Open source stack

2. User first, not data first

3. Mobile responsive as much as possible

4. Frequently combine web and print
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www.climatebenefits.org
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www.climatebenefits.org
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www.mapcollaborator.org



www.mapcollaborator.org
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Public Data



What data do we maintain?

1. California Protected Areas Database

2. California Conservation Easements Database

3. California Schools Campus Database

4. Key partner on Protected Areas Database 
of the United States



CALands.org 



The Database 

 GIS data

 49+ million acres

 14,000 parks

 v. 2016b (Dec. 2016)

 www.calands.org

http://www.calands.org/


What's in the Inventory

1,000+ Agencies



What's in the Inventory

CPAD – fee owned

49 million acres

CCED – easements  

2 million acres



Open

What's in the Inventory

CPAD (fee owned)

Restricted
Closed

Access, acres

49 million acres



How CPAD is structured
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