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Intro

Today we will Be“H learn »"n q7 of 7771 iy noon.
Some of the topics we will learn about include:

PPIT DMRIAPR
The form of the 77, a serpent-like creature.

v

It is permitted to benefit from an idol after it is nullified.
The Gemara lists several details about this Halachabh,
including:

D21 T

130 SW15W 072915 NNAY Yo

A non-Jew can nullify his, or another non-Jew’s idol;
TURWN 01913 N7 YW 201 VTP

Svan

Only one who is familiar with idols and their worship can
nullify an ido], but a child cannot;

17 5v2 Han oA TN
Even if a non-Jew is forced to nullify an idol, it is
nullified.

5RO 127519 v b s It

58513 127 had small forms or images of various moon
shapes, which he would use as visual aids to help the
witnesses in reporting their testimony accurately.

The Gemara discusses various related prohibitions,
including:

2195 PURBVIR PYRY NI PUYN RS

Do not produce replicas of any of My Heavenly servants;
I MYYS TWORY PUNY

Not to make items that can be replicated exactly as the
original, such as the 5> or its 5>;

POYR MW PUDY

Nor making various celestial beings that serve Hashem in
the highest of the seven heavens, such as the various
levels of R

POANA TV POV

Nor making celestial bodies that reside in the second of
the seven heavens, such as the sun, moon, stars and
constellations;

2195 PUHYHLA MWW MNTI PUYH RS

Y ou shall not make an image of the sun, moon, stars or
constellations.

YA P 05
Whether dignified or ordinary utensils with images
engraved on them are forbidden?
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So, let's review:

The Mishnah earlier said

o5 R¥WON

325 N PN NN DM

PPIT MR

nonn b o>hy

If someone finds utensils engraved with the image of the
sun, the moon, or a P77, they are forbidden and should be
thrown into the Dead Sea.

The Gemara now explains

PPIT DN ITVR

What is the image of the pjp7?

rexhww b

INIR IO P

A serpent-like creature that has fins between the vertebrae
of its neck.

The Gemara relates

75 12 VWP *27 WOR M 92727127 IR
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9772272 797 WYHOR 127 MR
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PPIT DR O

TtYHX '27 was once traveling and found a ring that was
engraved with the image of a ppT.

TOP D212 T2V R¥M)

D192 15 IR R

He encountered a non-Jewish child and did not say
anything to him. But when

D172 7213 T2 R3D
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VIR

ppivmiRpiele)

He then encountered an adult non-Jew and asked him to
nullify it. When he refused, he slapped him, and he then
nullified it.
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If someone finds utensils engraved with the image of
the sun, the moon, or a pp1T,
they are forbidden and should be thrown into the Dead Sea.

The Gemara now Wm

PIT DNXINTN

What is the image of the ppy7?

v
pwv1d ww b
INIX IO P2
A serpent-like creature
that has fins between the vertebrae of its neck.
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VSR 127 was once traveling and found a ring
that was engraved with the image of a pp7T.
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He encountered a non-Jewish child
and did not say anything to him.
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He then encountered an adult non-Jew
and asked him to nullify it.
When he refused, he slapped him,
and he then nullified it.
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The Gemara infers three Halachos from this incident:
1.

D191 T

1720 5w Hw 072310 N Soan

A non-Jew can nullify his, or another non-Jew’s idol.

2.

TYRYR 01213 NTIY YW 2012 VTP

Hoan

WY D115 NTIAY 1V VTV IPRY)

5031 1R

Only one who is familiar with idols and their worship can
nullify an idol. That is why 7t5& 27 did not ask the
non-Jewish child to nullify it.

3.

7 52 50an 02 TN

Even if the non-Jew is forced to nullify an idol, it is
nullified.
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A non-Jew can nullify his, or another non-Jew’s idol.
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Only one who is familiar with idols
and their worship can nullify an idol.
That is why 71v5N 123 did not ask the non-Jewish child
to nullify it.
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Even if the non-Jew is forced to nullify an idol,
it is nullified.
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However, the Gemara challenges the need to nullify the

ring at all from a Mishnah in X2 X312 noon:
WP VTN I IR P RO

If one saves an item from a wild animal,

"I IO

Or from marauding troops,

A 50 IO O HW oW I

Or from a flooding river or the high tide,

T RV RVIDL RINM

DW PIZH DI DI 5

Or if he finds something in a public area,

DV IR M

10 PORITID DYV 300

He may keep the item, because its owner certainly
despaired of recovering it.

Therefore, as Rashi explains the question,

D210 T2V WRRT D

AnYors X7T PNYTH 1YV

15025 I8 R IM

When one finds a lost idol, he may assume that the
non-Jew despaired of recovering it, and since he never
plans to worship it again, that should nullify the idol?
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If one saves an item from a wild animal,
DY D)
Or from marauding troops,
D’ DW IDITH) 3NN )
N2 dw imdibwm
Or from a flooding river or the high tide,
N2 R'DDD) NIDI NIV
DY PIND D2INY DN 552

Or if he finds something in a public areaq,

bW BN "N

JD PWRNND DIDYINY 139D
He may keep the item,
because its owner despaired of recovering it.

as Rushis expllainy the: question,
D3O 73D £HYHT7 110
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When one findy a lost idol,, he adbuime
that the M,of;ﬂ}/ ew /a/w;re/ o% ij:erm?/ i,
MW@W@#M@ worW#W,
that should MZ% the idol?
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The Gemara answers

WRMD APHT N

WR?D M RINORD

He despairs from recovering it, but not from it being
worshipped, because he thinks, either way,

5 MOWn 0391 T R

> moo noon

If anon-Jew finds it, he will worship it;

5 MOwn HRIW? R

P T TOR

D291 TWH 7D pan
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And ifa Jew finds it, he will realize that it is expensive
and will sell it to a non-Jew, who will worship it.
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He despairs from recovering it,
but not from it being worshipped,
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The Gemara cites a related Mishnah in mywn wR3 noon:
SRO1M3 1279215 PR mad MR minT

511021 RV INHYa

12 IR MOPTAN DR ARID [0

DIPRI I IR DIPRI 7D

58511 127 had small forms or images of various moon
shapes, with which he would verify the accuracy of the
witness's testimony.

The Gemara asks:

MW D)

Is one permitted to make replicas of the moon or any other
one of the heavenly bodies?

After all, the Pasuk states

IR TWYN KD

2195 PURWIN MUY MNTI YN RY

Do not produce replicas of any of My servants - which
would include the moon?

The Gemara now cites a series of mn»72 that elaborate on
the scope of this 185, to prove that this is indeed forbidden:
The first Xn92 details items that can be replicated exactly
as the original:

527 112N I3 OTR WY KD

One may not build a house to the exact dimensions of the
paint

DX 32N 77 TOIR

Nor a structure to the exact dimensions of the oYix;

77TV T30 3N

Nor a courtyard to the dimensions of the 771;

oW T oW

77D THID 7D

Nor an exact replica of the 75w or m;

InY Y1 Y S Twnn Y nww SaR

However, one may make a 77m of 5, 6, or 8 lamps,

oY RS nYaw S

But a 79n of 7 lamps, like that which was in the n»a
wTpnn, is forbidden.

DafHachaim.org

D12 MM MNT
RN 129919 10
5mMO21 892vV2 1INMHY2
MOPTIN DR IRIN ]N2AY
1% MW
DNPRI AT IR DNPRI N1

5mbpa )21 had small forms or images
of various moon shapes, with which he would verify
the accuracy of the witness’s testimony.

Pt
MW M)

Is one permitted to make replicas of the moon
or any other one of the heavenly bodies?

TN Phn N
DD PUHPWHN PWHY MINTI YN RO

Do nat produce replicas g o My servanty
which would m&i/%éwozp

The first trm» detaily items that can be replicated

ma‘%/ ab the orW'

93°N N°12N N°2 DTR NWY? R
One may not build a house
to the exact dimensions of the 5m;

nMN YW N NITODR
7210 T30  TaD n°an
nMn Nvw. NItY R

Nor an exact replica of Nora Nora
thejnbw ornn; courtyard structure to
NI ban with the the exact
nww Sw nwon bw  dimensions dimensions
NMY bw of themry; of the DOIR;
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A second xn»2 forbids even

DD MWYY TWOR RY PUDY

Even those that cannot be replicated exactly, as it states
TR YN R

D112 °195 PURWLT YWY MNTI POV RY

Y ou shall not replicate that which serves Hashem in the
Heavens.

Now, this Xn»72 might be referring only to all the four
faces of the wmpn nrn together, upon which the Heavenly
throne rests, which are

IV PINI DTN MW

The face of an ox, human being, lion, and eagle.

However, another x>72 forbids

oI NIV PULY

All celestial beings that serve Hashem in the highest of
the seven heavens:

TR YN R

D192 7395 PURWHRT WY NMITI WY RS

IWR RO WA TP 79701 D9 D

Y ou shall not replicate that which serves Hashem in the
Heavens, such as the various levels of oox5».

And yet another xn»91 forbids even

PONND NIV PUNY

Celestial bodies that reside on a lower level, in the second
of the seven heavens.

This is derived from the Pasuk

730 521509 15 nwYn R

Svmn DPWA TR

NN PIRI TUR)

PIRD NNND DH2 TUR

As the xn»72 expounds

DPWI TUNR

Mo 07910 733 PR MaTH

To include the sun, moon, stars and constellations,
Svmn

DWW OR» Matd

To include the angels.

Therefore, based on these Braisos;
How could 5®'513 127 have made replicas of the moon?
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You shall not replicate
that which serves Hashem in the Heavens.

Nowj, this k2 might be referring
only to all the four faces of the wTipn nrn together,
upon which the Heavenly throne rests, which are

W NN DTRI N

The face of an ox, human being, lion, and eagle.

However, andther £rmpn /orél/y

POV NTPIY pPYDY
AU celestial beings that serve Hashem
i the W%@mm heavens:

X firHr XD
DI )395 PWDWDI—) »YHY NMNTD ])WDD Nb
mwn ’DNbD) W'npn ) DOOYW) DIIOIN ]]JD

You shall not replicate
that which serves Hashem in the Heavens,
such as the various levels of DoRDY.

And %z‘ andther £rmp ﬁréw/ﬁ/ evern

]]Dnﬂﬂ MNTHPIY PVJDW
Celestial bodies that reside on a bower level,
i the second o% the seven heavens.

minan oo Doy 7 Hrbn XD
i o Ay
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<
Therefore, based on these Braisos;
How could 5%5n3 )27 have made replicas
of the moon?

Avodah Zara43-7



Dedicated By:

AR AN ATY

The Gemara, at first, explains that these Pesukim refer to
D725

The prohibition against worshipping them.

However, another xn»72 explicitly forbids

RNT WY

Even only making an image of these the celestial bodies,
as it states

TR POYN RD

2195 PURWIA MWW DT PUYHRD

M5 02913 71329 7T D

Y ou shall not make an image of the sun, moon, stars or
constellations.

Therefore, the question remains, how could 5X*513 127
have made these images of the moon?

The Gemara then answers

SRO13 127 °IRY

YWY OIMRT

5X*51m3 137 did not make them. Rather, non-Jews made
them for him.

However, the Gemara says that nevertheless, one may not
keep them

RTOM DWW

Because he might be suspected of having made them.
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v

These Pesuboim refer 1o
7YY

The prohibition against worshipping them.

Py

L)

However, andther rmn @W%//aréw/ﬁ/
RNDOTM2 N

Even only making an image of these the
celestial bodies,

ay i statey
TN PHn N
hiob) PRLYLN YRHY MNTO WD) Nb
MO D213 N2 NN pad

You shall not make an image
of the sun, moon, stars or constellations.

v

YRYNI 127 ARY
1 VY DMINRT

5Nbna ) did not make them.
Rather, non-Jews made them for him.

P4

However, the Gemara says that nevertheless,
one may not keep them

RTOVN DIV

Because he might be suspected of having made them.
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Therefore, the Gemara gives three answers:

1.

IRV D19

1’22 0277’0V NI NWIT D

The public may keep these images, because the public
will not be suspected of worshipping 773 7712y, and since
585103 127 was the X'w), there were always people around
him and his dwelling was considered a public place.

2.

MmN opIoT

The moon shapes of 58513 127 were made of interlocking
pieces and were only assembled when needed to show
them to the witnesses. Otherwise, they were in pieces,
which is permissible.

3.

T2Y TOONNY

58512 127 used these models for the purpose of learning
and teaching how the moon should appear, which is
permissible, as the Pasuk regarding sorcery states
0n 07 MAYIND MwYh 75N RS

From which we learn that one may not study for the
purpose of following and copying the ways of the
non-Jews;

I P> b ANk Har

However, one may learn and study for the purpose of
understanding and teaching others.
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IRW 0’29
1722 0729 NDW KRIN R*WIAT 17D
The public may keep these images,

because the public will not be suspected
of worshipping m1 nT,

@

MmN DpPIDT

The moon shapes were made of interlocking pieces
and were only assembled when needed
to show them to the witnesses.

©)

T2y TNYNNY

5Nbna )2 used these models
for the purpose of learning and teaching
how the moon should appear, which is permissible,

ats the Pasuke re?a///' sorcery statesy
s a8
DEs TS MEmD
From which we learn that one may not study

for the purpose of following and copying
the ways of the non-Jews;
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‘ The Mishnah earlier concluded
AR OO 12 YpY 127
PIOR PT2007 HYw
PInm piann Syw
Images on dignified utensils are forbidden, but images on WL ézﬁcc P //;Q/é /)

ordinary utensils are permitted.
1D 1121515 Sy
The Gemara cites two explanations: 19-1 fabla) zqnnnn va
1.
720D Images on dignified utensils are forbidden,
D 2 71501 but images on ordinary utensils are permitted.
Pran
oM M TN
If the image is engraved on the rim, above the water level, 7
it is meant to be respected and therefore forbidden, but if
they are lower on the walls or on bottom of the utensil, PnJD PTJ)DD
below the water level, th, itted.
2‘e ow the water level, they are permitte DDN po ﬂD)D.’) DD )D anDb
72100 But if they are lower Iftheimage is engraved
?;]”;;’” DI DI W PR 0w on the walls or on on the rim, above the

bottom of the utentsil, water level, it is meant to
PORPIIRA SV M Yyw bel I level b dand
MNOVLP YY1 PITON HYWI DA 1B KV elow the water level, erespected an

Images on jewelry are respectable, and forbidden, while they are permitted. therefore forbidden.
images on pots or sheets are ordinary, and permitted.

PN PT2OD
i bow pYwn byw
PDHEPILIPN b, DTN DY)
DYDD NN D) MDY by

p NTDN _’)‘U)p) Images on jewelry
are respectable,

NNSDLPIN b ) and forbidden.

while images on pots
or sheets are ordinary,
and permitted.
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