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Our daf begins with the Gemora elaborating on some of the
natural occurrences upon which one recites the brachah imow
0o X9 N, Blessed are You whose strength and might
fill the world, as mentioned in the Mishnah at the beginning
of'the Perek.

The Mishnah mentioned;
51 mynn(zeva'os) -and on earthquakes - one makes the
bracha 05 Xon 1023 Mmow

The Gemara lists a number of views as to what causes
earthquakes and thunder:

RAMRI DIRP 7 RPOP 27....

Rav Ketina once asked a m»3 Hw 218 Hva - one who
performs sorcery with bones - what causes earthquakes.

The sorcerer said: When Hashem remembers that his
children are living in misery among the nations of the world,
DTN DY MYNnTNw TN

He sheds two tears, as it were, that fall into the Great Sea, and
its sound is heard from one end of the world to the other, and
that causes an earthquake.

P9I POID IR PTT RYVP 27 - Rav Katina himself said, that
earthquakes result from the sound caused when Hashem
claps his hands in anguish, as it were.

MIRNM MR IR 101727 - R’ Nassan says they are caused when
Hashem emits a sigh.
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So let’s review. ..
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What causes
EARTHQUAKES & THUNDER 2
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SORCERER

When Hashem remembers
his children are in misery
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...that causes an earthquake

AN T RPLP 2N

153 POID
When Hashem
claps his hands

in anguish
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When Hashem
emits a sigh
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Y’P72 V127908 1127 - The Rabbanan say that earthquakes are
aresult of Hashem kicking the sky, so to speak. PN 1327

71257 RO 1IN P97 DR PIT MR 392 92 RAR 29010 - And Rav JJ PW: Uv 1:

Acha bar Yaakov said that earthquakes come about when
Hashem pushes his feet under the Kisei HaKavod (throne of kiCkS the Sky

glory).
AN 2Py 92 NAN 29

1537 NPT
71357 NOD 5

When Hashem
pushes his feet
under the 77337 'ND>
The Gemora continues; )
D'pYI7 5 - and on thunder - one makes the bracha ymow The wama continues. .

05 RO NN

DAY O

. D»Y71°RP - what are the causes of thunder?

2%y N5 NN Mo

2 DY W 2
What causes thunder?

R92531 2330 HRW IR - Shmuel said, thunder is caused by
colliding clouds.

bR 9N

NDADA3 233)
colliding clouds

MTTND RD70OWT *33p "IN 1327 - The Rabbanan say it is caused
by clouds pouring water from one to another. RN 1129

YTh N IO 233
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R1IV2 P27 RO RPIL IR P’ 12 RNR 17 R’ Acha bar
Y aakov says, that thunder is a result of a powerful lightning 9128 3PP 92 NAN 29

bolt striking a cloud and shattering pieces of hail. N D ,p n NP 7 :

NP3 D937

Powerful lightning bolt
striking a cloud

SMonn non 1Y - And Rav Ashi says, thunder comes from shatterin g pl eces Of hail

the sound of wind blowing by the opening of hollow clouds.

AN N 29

N33Y)
oMM S

The Gemara concludes that it is logical to say like 92 XX 27
The 83 concludes

‘ 2pY - that thunder results from a lightning bolt shattering
hail - because we see that lightning usually flashes right LOgiCLl l
before it thunders, and afterwards it starts raining. fo say QMR 3P 92 KX 29
Y NOPIINPI2
NIIY2 PrI3T
Powerful lightning bolt
striking a cloud
shattering pieces of hail
Because we see 11 gh tnmin 54
thunder
rain
The Gemara then tells us various facts about certain types of The 8w tells us...
windstorms, lightning, rain and clouds, and then returns to
the topic of thunder. 4
windstorms

LIGHTNING
clouds

N
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VWO ROR O1HYT IRTAIRY 1D 12 VWITP 727 IR 7 TIOOR 127 IR
2520 DWPY -

Thunder was created only for the sake of straightening out
the crookedness of one’s heart - as the posuk states: >R
13091 1RPW WY - And Hashem has acted in a manner that
man should stand in fear before him.

" 13 YT 29 N 730258 *39 TN

NON D19Y9 INT23 NO
2531w MRy VLSS

THUNDER

Straightening
the crookedness
of one’s heart

Bigh W i BHbN

The Gemorah then says,

nwp IR - One who sees a rainbow should make the bracha
of manon P2 -

Blessed are Y ou who remembers the covenant.

DR AN

The Braisa says, that the text of the bracha on a rainbow is: LTI £
TIORMI D12 ORI P -
Blessed are Y ou who is trustworthy with your covenant, and -pﬁ: -pﬁ:

fulfills his word.

22 jaN) 2%
VANR2 DYDY N3l

N2 NP 1257 ,899 27 IR - Rav Pappa ruled that since
there is a disagreement as to the proper text, we should
combine both texts and say as follows: PR3 727 991 P2
TIDRHI ORI

NDD 29 9N

YIND 137919%3 7055

AWF
272 Y27 2% 2
1ANMR2 QYPY N2 AR

The Gemora now returns to the next part of the Mishnah oY PP SYY B Y s

which taught;

1 MY Sy 0N Sy’ - upon seeing mountains, valleys, seas, Mountain , River Desert
rivers and deserts one says mwR11 7w 72 - Blessed are r"u il F’r! *—
You....Who makes the work of creation. e et : | i . o

The Gemara asks why the brachah of Twyn nww
PWKRI2 cannot also be recited on the natural events
discussed before, such as thunder and lightning, etc., since
those too are works of the creation?!

IPWNT T 92

2

Comets Earthquake Thunder Winds Lightning
PREC-N :
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Abaya answers;
1M I - wrap the two groups into one - and the Mishnah »waN
indeed means to say that both of these blessings.

02 RO NN MOV P72 or IMWRIA TWYH MY 772 can be ey -ﬁ-‘: OR maw '['ﬁ:

recited on any of the natural events or phenomena listed in DWYNA2 RPN n‘ﬁy 8‘7?3 inbi=hkil
the Mishnah.

Can be recited on

“Mountain \ River Desert

o g B o

Comets Earthquake Thunder Winds Lightning
B .
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Rava says, while both of these brachos may indeed be recited
on the first group of items (such as thunder and lightning),
however, on the second group of items - mountains, v.alleysy Comets Earthquake Thunder Winds Lightning
seas and rivers - only the bracha of mwrI1 7w applies. K. .
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“Mountain \ River Desert
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e 7NN No72 - Birchas HaChamah:

ratelaialai=iie]
TPURIA VYN WY IIR..LIDDPNA PN RN N - S - .
The Braisa teaches that one who sees the sun at the i nE el I b el sl
beginning of its cycle says the bracha of mwx72 7w 171 One who sees the SUN

" NN - When is the beginning of the sun’s cycle?
AN T PIV AW OIWY 53 IR IR -Abaya says that this
occurs every 28 years -

Says MONI2 W P2
DIIR I NONT ROTIRD RNV [O°1 NN 11901 - when the
Tekufah of Nissan falls in Shabsai, on a Tuesday evening. >
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* Sh’hechaynu vs. HaTov v’'HaMeitiv:

The Gemara states a general rule regarding the bracha of Y12 5 ow by o 5y
sh’hechayanu verses haTov v’HaMeitiv: Beneficial to Ber Itiﬁ cial
IDPIIAAY PI2 IR ROV Yy -when one receives a gift or ) to
some other benefit that is beneficial only to him personally,

he says the brachah Sh’hechaynu. &

VM DO I IIRIPIN 5V W Y - but if the gift or the mbibloimt Bubiom 2 e2immiiP)

benefit received is beneficial to both himself as well as to
others, he says the bracha 2vmm 21077

Thus, if one has a baby boy, he says the brachah 2vnm 2107, B OY
since both he and his wife rejoice with the birth of the baby He s his wife
boy. ..
Also, when one receives an inheritance - 7w17 - he should say rejoice
oM v, if he has brothers with whom he will divide the
inheritance, for in that case, it is a benefit for others as well as

to himself.
So too, when we drink several types of wine, we say the

. brachah 2vmm 1100, because the group that is drinking with He & Brothers
him also enjoys the wine.

With a Group

Nl
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