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When measuring the 0nn we use a measuring rope that is aé/‘/
exactly 50 MNNR 10ng. IQ-I11?: Iqx
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The X3 explains that we derive the 50 nPR measurement
from the ,oo that describes the width of the 10w 9xm to be
owpna ownn, which teaches us both the size of a 9977 and
the size of the rope used to measure.
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The xn>12 explains the logic of using a rope of 50 NN,
mno XY - We do not use a shorter rope, because it can be
pulled too taut, artificially lengthening the measurement.
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It can be
pulled

too taut

anr 891 - We do not use a longer rope, because it will sag due
to its weight, artificially shortening the measurement.
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Actually, iron chains would be ideal for measuring, but since

we find a Posuk
AT 5N -
that refers to measuring with a rope, we use rope.

Although, we also find a Posuk;
TN NI WRD T -
which refers to measuring with a stick -

that is for measuring small areas like gates, but larger areas
are measured with a rope.

According to "o 17 this rope is made of
X723 707 K97 - a vine that grows around a palm tree.

According to qor 27 the rope is made of linen - as he cites a
Braisa;

on ovan TwHW qoY 27710 -

There are three mdbn that require ropes, but each requires a
different type of rope.

7195 21 5w - Reed ropes are used to tie the 178 779 down
when it is burned.

115 0181 YW - Willow ropes are used to tie the moio’s
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This ROPE N9
is made of xﬁsj it
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ThisROPE &
is made of Linen

Wapue ettt

clothing up so it does not fall off after it was torn at the Y
shoulders. AOY 290
77705 1nwo Sw - Linen rope is used for measuring the onn. ot D"?bﬂ nwsw
3 2 |
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The mwn continues:
WP WM W T IR RIS WA TTD - 37&/
MRS MM han b vian -

If he was measuring and came across a valley, a stone wall,
or a mountain -

He should measure in a straight line across the top of them
before continuing to measure normally.

MR MM 113’5:?3

N MM phan

The 83 is P70 from the words n7n5 mm -

that if the valley or mountain is more than 50 m»X wide at the
point where he is measuring, in line with the city, "1“‘"?3‘7 Mmmy
W55 1w opnb 1o - — SO_p—

. he should move over to a point where the valley or mountain & i
is less than 50 m»R wide, and measure it there, even though it P//’/V/fﬁ4
is not in line with the city. ‘ oo/ hol !

mTnd MM -
He then returns to his original line of measuring.

The Mishnah qualifies however;
DN’ pin X Now 72521 - 2IRN% 1n kY 85w 1353
He should not go beyond the onn of the city.

The Gemara explains;

IROD AR PN DT IR RDW 70 -

We are concerned that people will say that the oinn extends
to the area where he went to measure.
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D72 PITRPY -

If the mountain cannot be measured without leaving the
DN, we measure the mountain as if it was pierced.

This means that two people stand on the slope with the lower
one holding a four X long rope to his chest, and the higher
one holding the rope at a straight line to his feet. This keeps
the incline out of the measurement, and increases the
distance. They repeat this procedure until they get to the
other side of the mountain. This procedure is also used in a
valley which cannot be spanned.

This is X9 - a leniency we use only for a 13297 pinn. When
measuring for

791D N9 or VHPM 1Y, however, we do not rely on this
method, and we include the incline since these are o°7
RN,

When it comes to a wall, the Xn»71 says;
199, 179X - he can estimate its width and continue,

while the mwn said;
7% WM 5an - he has to measure it by holding the rope
over it - with poles if necessary.

The R explains; Xnw WD R DN -

The mwn speaks of a stone fence that collapsed that traffic
can pass over relatively easily, because it does NOT have a
steep incline - which Rashi explains as -

T Inn 7w VPO’ - Itreaches an elevation of 10 ’Nov ata
distance of four mnx -

71 RS DR WA Inp - Therefore, it requires an actual
measurement, either by spanning or piercing.

ROW MWD RM3 R 87 - The X712 speaks of a wall that is not
easy for traffic to pass over, because it has a steeper incline,
therefore, we can rely on estimating.t
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1T TN IYIPWHT 0N PRY ROR 130 RS DRIMDW WK 777 27 WK -
The Mishnah said to measure the incline of the valley by -
271 IRD DR WHan - either by spanning or piercing, only
when the plumb line would not clear the incline within 7
mnR of the top edge- ;

OB AN T 37 N

NON 3 8O
YD T NN I PN

\.—‘ X
s A

19 AT T TTID 1T T NOPWII VN DIN -

But if the incline of the wall is so steep that a plumb line

would fall less than four m»X away from the top of the

valley, we can ignore the distance of the incline, and just
. measure to the top edge, and then the floor of the valley. This

is a nn,p because it will legnthen the overall distance.

Regarding a mountain the X3 qualifies that which the mwn
said that you can measure a mountain with 185 oxy 1520

77p» - that is only if it’s that steep that it is
TP WY vPHIY’ - MOUNTAIN
TP WY aR rban

N29

It reaches an elevation of 10 o’nov at a distance of four MmN -
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But ifit's not as steep in that it is only

10w vpPbIY’ -

It only reaches an elevation of 10 o'nov at a distance of five
DR -

19 N7 ITTN - You measure it on the ground as if it were
level ground.

This is a X791, because it shortens the overall distance.

The second version of X17's statement is that we only
measure the mountain with a straight rope if the slope is so
mild that it reaches ten o'nov over a length of five mnx,

butifit is steeper and reaches ten o'nov over four MnK,
1 999 17IX - he estimates the width and continues on his
way.

To better understand this daf, we will summarize from the
least to most steep incline, according to the first version of

N19.
ey wpbnn
-1= 710D TP VPN - 10000 Falmiiale)
If it only reaches an elevation of 10 o’nov at a distance of five 5
mnR - According to the first version of X327 - in both a valley Zid
or mountain
19 AT 1770 - Y ou measure it on the ground as if it were VALLEY N2 |  |MOUNTAIN %3
level terrain.
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-2- T PO WY VRO’ -

Ifit reaches an elevation of 10 o’nov at a distance of four mMnX
- a bit steeper -

According to the first version of X217 - in both a valley or
mountain

TP RS DRI WS -

It's measured either by spanning or piercing.

-3- Where it is steeper than

TP Y vPbMY' - but

17D T ﬂb]PWDﬂ OIN PN -

The plumb line needs more than m»x 7 to clear -
In a valley - 77185 DR WwHan -

In a mountain - 15 T TN -

-4-Ifitis

17D T ﬂb]PWDﬂ VIn-

The incline of the wall is so steep that a plumb line would
clear the incline in less than four mnx -

In a valley w'5an - if possible he spans it, because it's easier to
span a valley. Otherwise,

9 ATINATTIn -

he can ignore the distance of the incline and just measure the
level surfaces.

In a mountain, since it’s difficult to span it at such a steep
incline,

9 AT INATTID -

he just ignores the distance of the incline and measures the
level surfaces.
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