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15 7 P

7"01
Intro

Today we will Be“H learn 1" q7 of 77730 noon.
Some of the topics we will learn about include:

PITID

Many Halachos pertaining to court procedures, including;
oMY 1A XM AT

The judges would sit in a semi-circle;

[P Rankalsliv

How many scribes recorded the opinions and reasons of
the judges?

DI THEN YV MM WHw

Three rows of Torah scholars that sat before the court, and
their arrangement; AND

TnoH 139310
How p7 n»a appointed new judges.

DTV DR PORD

How p7 2 intimidated witnesses to ensure they told the
truth, including;

PVINWDI TOIRD 1IORND KDY

Ensuring their testimony is not based on speculation or
hearsay;

PR AwITa

Ensuring they are aware that they will be subjected to a
thorough interrogation; AND

MWOIPT MIN P79 ROV

Impressing on them the extra severity involved in capital
cases.
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. So let's review...

Zugt di Mishnah

YT b taila)

TORY 1 RMAD A 5 i \ \
DR PRIVIPW T " uv WJ pygi=Ratalal
A court of 71 or 23 judges would sit in a semi-circle, so that mMAN™ Iﬁx'm M S

they can see one another and deliberate together, and also
so that there is room for the litigants and witnesses to
speak before the entire court.

A court of 71 or 23 judges
would sit in a semi-circle,
so that they can see one another
and deliberate together,

and albo 30 that there i room
/cr the ﬁny and witnesses
1o W ée%om the entire court

The Gemara cites the following Pasuk in ovwinywas a

. source;
P01 DR 01 PR I ... The Gemara citey
And we expound ‘ )
R f/b&%ﬂ%wmf Pusuke in p30p 34
09 5w M0 MY RW a w source;

The ‘navel refers to the 37730, who sat in the wpnn o3,
which is considered the center of the world;

PR

1512 057 59 5Y mran Rw

The word PR, a basin, is related to the word 1, a protec-
tion, as they protect the entire world by ensuring justice;

4Pai =ore oy Snoi fin 9o
And we expound
7N I -
o oY1 YW 1M12°02 N2V RNWY
3705 NTY The ‘navel refers to the py1nD,
They are referred to as ‘moon-shaped’, since they sitin a who sat in the wTpnn M2,
semi-circle.

which is considered the center of the world

NN RNWY - {3XR
1215 0YYn 9o Sy

The word )an, a basin,
is related to the word )an, a protection,
as they protect the entire world by ensuring justice

TIN0Y NNMITY - "H0N

They are referred to as ‘moon-shaped,
since they sit in a semi-circle
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The Mishnah continues:

D195 PIM PIPTN I W)

ORPWN TARI PO TAR

12NN 2T POV 72T A

During deliberations, two scribes stand before the court,
one to the right and one to the left, and they both record the
opinions and arguments of those in favor of acquittal or
conviction. As Rashi explains, there are two scribes so
that

TARA YV’ DRY

120 5w 1no oy

If one scribe makes a mistake, we can check the other
scribe’s notes. ®

However,

MNP 2T

mobw

P 127 2D TIR

P2°MN 32T 2MD TR

One scribe records the arguments for acquittal, the other
for conviction, because ®

5D 127w DHYLR A0 TN

7172V

If they needed to record both opinions, they’re more likely
to make mistakes; ® and

A WHwm

P2°NPN 2T PO 72T

A third scribe records both opinions, in case we suspect a
mistake.

DafHachaim.org

The Mishnak confinues:
DINED PN 1IN B NN
NI TN P mN
AN 2T 1O 12T PAMD

During deliberations,
two scribes stand before the court,
one to the right and one to the left,
and they both record the opinions and arguments
of those in favor of acquittal or conviction

TN PP ONY
Y'am e 1ans mYoy

If one scribe makes a mistake,
we can check the other scribe’s notes

WIE D7D’ PRI

o
PN Y927 2D NN
PV 2T 2D AN

One scribe records the arguments for acquittal,
the other for conviction

Because
Y74 /5)'4 20 ppyt» p10, PN

Mo b
AN 2T PO 3T

A third scribe records both opinions
in case we suspect a mistake
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The Mishnah continues

17395 Pawy oo Tron Yo mw whw

Three rows of Torah scholars sat before the court, alsoina
semi-circle.

Rashi explains

M371P5m DRW

P VWD P 120

TNR 9"V PR AV O

TARI DYV TY DWW DI PO IR

As the Mishnah at the beginning of the next Perek
explains, if the court of 23 judges is divided, with a
majority of only one in favor of conviction, we add judges
to the court, two at a time, until they reached a proper
majority, up to a maximum of 71 judges. This necessitated
48 available scholars. However,

RYIR MTIN IRD

7"350 DTHENY MW MYY5

MIvR MM MUY RN

It is not appropriate to make two rows of 24 scholars each,
because then the students’ rows would be greater than the
court’s row, nor to make three smaller rows. Therefore,
MTII0 PINI TR DI

Each row was comprised of 23 students. ®

The Mishnah continues

PR DR P TARYTAR 5

Each scholar recognized his place.

As Rashi explains,

IV B ANTH ANURI TN

ULV AT R

The first row seated more prominent scholars than those
in the second row, who in turn were greater scholars than
those in the third row; and

9700 DIV AN MY 501 D)

Within each row, as well, they were seated in order of their
scholarship. ®

DafHachaim.org

avasn *abn S e when
1mnb pawn
Three rows of Torah scholars sat before the court,
also in a semi-circle
PO VI P3N 1319 YO0 PO OHE
7PH D7D PH DVID DPPO
7PHY DV3E 7Y ONE OVE PO I3
PYIO NMO HS
775 5B OO PINE MIEVD
PPV PINE MEYD PN
77%}‘ Ve,
7000 1IN THH Do

=N TN 55
VIR NN O

Each scholar recognized his place

ONED 11D ON7) ONEPD ONE
PIEDED 119 D7) HYM
The first row seated maore prominent scholars
than those in the second row,
who in turn were greater scholars
than those in the third row

9705 DIIEID ONEY ONE OO3 D)
Within each row, as well,
f/b@?/ were seated in order o% their M@W

Sanhedrin 37-4



19 57 D

Dedicated By:

The Mishnah now describes how they would appoint a
new judge:

PO 1IN

ANWRIT O IO

If they needed to appoint another judge, they would pick
the greatest scholar from the first row. Then,

ANWRIS I R VIV D TR

730515 82 WSO P TR

barali-Rial\StvAnpisiakisl

WSV IR PV

The greatest scholar from the second row would advance
to the first, the greatest scholar from the third row would
advance to the second, and they would pick a new scholar
to sit in the third row.

However, the Mishnah concludes,

PORTSW PIPHI WY PR

19 IR DIPIDI AWY ROR

He would not sit in the vacated seat in the first row, but in
the appropriate place, which is the last seat in the third
row, because as the Gemara explains

110

M1

Every student would move up one seat.

Furthermore, the student who moved up one row cannot
complain

RW™M2 RIVTY 707 RITRI TV

22172°9 NN RNWA

Until now, I was first in my row, and now I am the last!
Because we tell him

DPIRS 20

DOV WRI AN N

It is better to be the tail of the lions, i.e. the least among a
greater group, than to be the head of the foxes, i.e. the
greatest among a lesser group.

DafHachaim.org

The Mishnah now describey
how z‘/wgy would appoint & new M?@
T 1398

IR 1 YOI

If they needed to appoint another judge,
they would pick the greatest scholar from the first row

MR 19 X2 IR | NN

I % N2 PR i N

DI 1 RN Y S oA
PYEAowa AN PR

the greatest scholar from the third row
would advance to the second,
and they would pick a new scholar
to sit in the third row

NNT SR 1P 2w i N
9 N DI e NON

Because ay the Gemaras expluin
1) 1051 1 15

Every student would move up one seat

Furthermore,
the student who moved upy one row

cannot MWM
N2 N2 M) NDT'N TD
122725 12N RN

Until now, I was first in my row,
and now I am the last

Because we tell him,
NMIRD 201 0
Db vwd wNY NN bz

It is better to be the tail of the lions,
ie. the least among a greater group,
than to be the head of the foxes,
i.e. the greatest among a lesser group
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Zugt di Mishnah

DTV DR POYRD T80

How do we intimidate witnesses to ensure that they tell
the truth?

mwo 7Y by

FTPOD PIREY IR PO P

In capital cases, 7 2 would bring in the witnesses and
intimidate them by saying:

TOIND IDRN RDW

avInwmM

JORIDTR DD TV 9D TV

Perhaps your testimony is based on speculation or
hearsay, or based on testimony you heard from a suppos-
edly reliable source, and is therefore invalid.

DafHachaim.org

RYIPR DN PRNRD T8
How do we intimidate witnesses
to ensure that they tell the truth?

s Ty oy
1O 1NN AN 10N 1
In capital cases,
pT 2 would bring in the witnesses

and intimidate them by saying:

TRIND 1NN R

AP
J1AN3 QTN B TP B Y

Perhaps your testimony
is based on speculation or hearsay,
or based on testimony you heard
from a supposedly reliable source,
and is therefore invalid
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The Gemara gives an example of inadmissible specula-
tive testimony:

72715 1930 IR YW DRI

172 970 DORINI PINR DNXN

9973910 NN qOOVN INT

Perhaps you saw someone chase another person into a
ruin, followed him inside, and found him with a sword in
his hand dripping blood, and the other person dying.

The Gemara relates that this exact scenario happened to
now 12 PY»Y 17 and he told the murderer:

i

MmO MM

PORINVININ

It is clear that you killed him. However, I cannot execute
you, because the Torah says

IR DR DTV 00 °0 HY

The death penalty requires two witnesses.

However,

mawvnn yIrn

1720 DR AW WRTIMRD VIO

Hashem will avenge this murder, and indeed, the Gemara
relates,

T W W3 RAW TY DWH 1R

A snake bit the murderer right then and there and he died.

Dedicated By:
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The gwwmeW
o% MMW@W&/@ fafmwn?/
NANMNY 172N NN YW DRI
1792 770 DNORXRNDI PINXR ONXMN
IDIDN 219N HJOODLVLP PN

Perhaps you saw someone
chase another person into a ruin, followed him inside,
and found him with a sword in his hand dripping blood,
and the other person dying

The Gemara relates

that thit exact scenario happened to p08 fp iyl 7
and he told the murderer:

NS 120 M YN

NN IN 1IN IN

It is clear that you killed him

However, T canndt execute Yo,

because the ﬁr@hmgx
A A oeh T g Bh
The death penalty requires two witnesses
However,

nawnw 11PN
12D DN 2N 2NN ININD DID

Hashem will avenge this murder, and indeed

The Gemara relates,
I 1833 Gy £R8 FY POV /55 &
A snake bit the marderer n’%ﬂ‘ thew and there
and he died
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And the Gemara explains this incident based on a Braisa
which states

WIPHI P2 290 0PN

MT0 ALY 0 Y IR

1DVIARY MO VIR T

Although, nowadays, we cannot judge capital cases and
carry out capital punishment; nevertheless, as Rashi
explains;

DY AN

72 270 RITW AR AT

Hashem will punish him with a death similar to that
which he would have been liable by 197710. For example;
2P0 7MW N

MOTT PTIR A7 9911 IR

Someone, who would have been liable to stoning, will
either fall down from a high place or be thrown down and
killed by a wild animal.

19"V 2 NNIW N

WP WNIR AT DN IR

Someone, who would have been liable to burning, will
either fall into a fire or be bitten by a snake whose venom
burns him up from the inside.

30 2°NNIw N

PHY PRI POOY IR MOSHY TONI IR

Someone, who would have been liable to beheading by
sword, will be beheaded by the authorities or bandits.

PIN2PRNIV D

D701 DN IR T2 VIV IR

Someone, who would have been liable to be strangled,
will either drown or be stricken with an illness in which
he cannot breathe.

And the Gemara asks about the above incident;

R WNI T2 RN

Why was this person killed by a snake? A murderer is
executed by 970, a sword?

And the Gemara answers:

2N TPANR ROM NIAD

He transgressed another Aveirah for which the punish-
ment is 719W.

DafHachaim.org

The Gemara explainy this incident
based o a Braisa which states
WD YD 29 o
™TID Monaw b Oy AN

o3 85 M PN 1

Although, nowadays,
we cannot judge capital cases
and carry out capital punishment

Nevertheless, as Rashi explains;
OME Y793 PRVLID
O3 3NN HIDE PN DM7O
Hashem will punish him with a death
similar to that which he would have been liable by py1naDp

For example;
n>MD MW W
INDNT D IN 230 P DO IR

Someone, who would have been liable to stoning,
will either fall down from a high place
or be thrown down and killed by a wild animal

NOMY MNNIY
WD YN IN APDTA D91 IR

Someone, who would have been liable to burning,
will either fall into a fire or be bitten by a snake
whose venom burns him up from the inside

NN NIV M
DD PR2 PODD IN MIODD IDNI IN

Someone, who would have been liable
to beheading by sword,
will be beheaded by the authorities or bandits

PN 2NNV D
1200D2 NP IR 712 DIID IN

Someone, who would have been liable to be strangled,
will either drown or be stricken with an illness
in which he cannot breathe

Pe

The Gemara asky about the above incident,
RN 'WN1 72 'RM

Why was this person killed by a snake?
A murderer is executed by 97p, a sword?

v
172 MN YINXR RON RN

He transgressed another Aveirah
forwhich the punishment is nonw
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The Gemara continues, and infers from that which the
Mishnah mentioned
TOIRD IIORN RDW

JPTONR R5T NI MWwo1° 173

TR MNP PTIN

Such testimony is invalid only in capital cases, but is valid
in monetary cases, as RnX "7 rules

OO P2 MR D3

1R N0 D03 R3O

PN MY MIT2

If a camel was mating and we find a dead camel by its
side, we assume that this camel killed it, because this is
normal behavior for an animal in such a state.

However, the Gemara points out, we CANNOT make the
parallel inference:

mwol°rIa

1IOR RHT R

TJVODTY

mnpn PTa5IR

IR

In capital cases, we do not accept hearsay as evidence, but
we do accept hearsay in monetary cases; because we
learned in a Mishnah

IR DR

12271 RITW Y MR N0 VR

D193 MR R?

One cannot testify to a loan based on hearsay?

Rather, we must reject this inference, and explain
mNmN Y72°2097 23 5V 4R

mwoIrTad JPIOR

Even though these laws are equally applicable in
monetary cases, 7 2 reminds the witnesses of these
laws in capital cases.

DafHachaim.org

RN VRN N

12°THPR RYT RN MWD 211>T72
12°THRR MNNN 22772 RN

Such testimony is invalid only in capital cases,
but is valid in monetary cases

Ay gt s rules
D>0an p2 IMIND DM
1N 2NN Sna NN

1200 NTY DIT2
If a camel was mating
and we find a dead camel by its side,
we assume that this camel killed it

Becawse thiy it normal behavior
/ar an animal in such a state

However, the Gemara pointy out,
we: CANNOT make ?‘MW@M W%@V@M

127X RHT RN MWD 11772
TV DN TY
122X MNNN 2172 HaR

In capital cases, we do not accept hearsay as evidence,
but we do accept hearsay in monetary cases

because we learned in a Wishmnah
MmN ON
Y5 297 NI YD AN W10 LN
2YH5 1N NO

One cannot testify to a loan based on hearsay?

MNP 2227297007 22 HY IR
MWD 22772 11D 17 INR

Even though these laws
are equally applicable in monetary cases,
T M2 reminds the witnesses of these laws
in capital cases
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The Mishnah continues:

VTV DOR R RDW

N7PR1 7w T2 000N P]'I:lb OOV

17 maalso tells the witnesses: “Perhaps you are unaware
that we will subject you to a thorough interrogation.*

Furthermore, they would admonish them

PYTY I

MWD PT MM P73 ROV

Y ou should realize that capital cases are not like
monetary cases;

M OrT

1999511 1 JMI DR

If one testifies falsely in a monetary case, he can simply
compensate the wronged party, and achieve atonement.
However,

mwoy T

125N PMYT 0T T

oW g0 TY

If one testifies falsely in a capital case, wrongly condemn-

ing someone to death, he will be responsible for his life
and the lives of all his potential descendants.

PAR DRI PRAIVIN PV

NIV

As the Pasuk says regarding pp's murder of 5am:

DPYIZ PAR DT

And we expound

PAR DT WIRIPR

PRR DT ROR

PV OTINT

It states “your brother’s blood’ in the plural, referring to
the lives of all his potential descendants.

DafHachaim.org

Yy

PP DNN N R
NPRA2Y T2 QoNN P\'l:'? M) lml’g
Vel .z albo telly the witnesses:

“Perhaps you are unaware
that we will subject you to a thorough interrogation.”

Furthermore, z%e?/ would admonishy them
YT NA
DD YT AR Y2 N‘w

You should realize that capital cases
are not like monetary cases;

nnYD) P 1Y
PAPMOT T em 0N

2 1™bn 2 5nm
apR Mo Y

If one testifies falsely
in a capital case,
wrongly condemning
someone to death,
he will be responsible
for his life
and the lives of all his
potential descendants

If one testifies falsely
in a monetary case,
he can simply compensate
the wronged party,
and achieve atonement

NI AN DN A P2 WNh 1ow

As the Pasuk says regarding pp’s murder of 5an:
R PR 12
And we exppound
TN QT 92N 0N
TN 1T NON
PRI 2T T

It states ‘your brother’s blood’ in the plural,
referring to the lives of all his potential descendants
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. The Mishnah interjects with another interpretation of this
Pasuk:
IR 727
IR DT
D3RI 5V 073V Y PO wT Y W IP7
The plural expression refers to the fact that his blood was 'T'nx Vol
splattered across the trees and the stones, as the Gemara
P e DIANT 9P DR Op o T e
PAR Y73 PR wYw The plural expression refers to
M3 MYX9 MMNIN MNan the fact that his blood was splattered
1P inflicted many wounds on 517, because across the trees and the stones

ARZY TIOWI 170 VIV 70 ROW
IRIZS YW TY

He did not know how to kill him, until he eventually Avthe gmm/ W
PDR 522 pp NWLY

wounded him on the neck.

The Daf concludes with several Xn7ix *327 regarding pp MDINS MDLIND NMN2AD NN
and 53 17 inflicted many wounds on 5an
NRNP NHPWI D00 VTP i) Nbw
NNIND INY TD

He did not know how to kill him,
until he eventually wounded him on the neck

. The Dﬂ% concludes with
several ANFEE P37 re?a///m?/ /P and /5>

Dedicated By: DafHachaim.org Sanhedrin 37- 11




