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Today we will Be“H learn X"© q7 of 37710 noomn.
Some of the topics we will learn about include:
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Serving an idol in its customary manner or in a different
way, whether respectful or disrespectful;
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If someone persuades others to worship him; and
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One who worships an idol out of fear of, or love for,
another person, but did not actually accept the idol as a
deity in his heart.
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Whether one is liable for merely saying, “I will worship an
idol,“ but he did not actually worship it yet?

The Gemara discuses several factors: T’:},R ﬂD]Rn
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If one explicitly declared, “I am not accepting the idol as a
deity until I worship it;*
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Whether discussing an individual or a group of people;
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Whether discussing an individual who convinced himself
to serve 7% 172V or he was incited by others; and
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Whether discussing an ordinary Jew or an apostate.
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So let's review...

The Gemara earlier explained
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The Torah issues a general prohibition against serving
idols in their customary manner. Y et the Pasuk explicitly
mentions slaughtering separately, to establish the
principle of

D15 NTaY

One is liable for performing for an idol any service that
was done in the wTp11 M3, even if it is not the customary
way to worship this idol.

The Pasuk also explicitly mentions bowing separately,
and so one is also liable for bowing to an idol, even though
itis not a service in the WTpHA N°3, even if it is not the
customary way to serve this idol.

The Gemara there suggested an alternate interpretation:
12195591 HY 155 ARINNW IR

Perhaps we use bowing as a general principle, and one is
liable for any respectful form of service? And the Gemara
refuted this version.
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The Torah issues a general prohibition
against serving idols in their customary manner.

Yet the Pasuk mentions slaughtering separately,
to establish the principle of

D215 NTIAY
One is liable for performing for an idol
any service that was done in the wTppn m2,
even if it is not the customary way to worship this idol.

The Pasuk also explicitly mentions bowing separately,
and so one is also liable for bowing to an idol, even
though it is not a service in the wTppn m2,
even if it is not the customary way to serve this idol.

The Gemara ed an aliternatte inferpretution:
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Perhaps we use bowing as a general principle,
and one is liable for any respectful form of service?

And the Gemara refuted this version.
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The Gemara now questions the entire premise:
If we were to say
1913 5597 5Y 155 IRINNWA IRY
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Why would we need a separate Pasuk to teach us that one
is liable for serving an idol in its customary fashion, if
there is a general principle derived from bowing that one
is liable for any respectful service?

At first, the Gemara answers
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The Pasuk would serve to exclude someone who relieves
himself, in the way they would worshiped the idol W9,
before an idol for which it’s customary to slaughter
sacrifices.

However, the Gemara argues
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This is already excluded by the principle derived from

bowing, which only included respectful forms of worship.

Therefore, the Gemara answers
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The Pasuk would serve to exclude someone who relieves
himselfin front of the idol ©5m, which is customarily
worshipped by throwing stones at it;

And we might argue
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Since it is worshiped in a non-respectful manner, perhaps
one is liable for any non-respectful form of worship;
Therefore, this Pasuk would teach us that one is only
liable for worshipping an idol in a different, respectful
manner.
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The: Gemara now ions the enfire premise:
Ifwe were to say
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Why would we need a separate Pasuk to teach us that one
is liable for serving an idol in its customary fashion,
if there is a general principle derived from bowing
that one is liable for any respectful service?
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The Pasuk serves to exclude someone who relieves himself,
in the way they would worshiped the idol 2o,
before an idol for which it’s customary to slaughter sacrifices.
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However, the Gemara ar
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This is already excluded by the principle derived from bowing,
which only included respectful forms of worship.

v
W%ar&, the Yemara answers
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The Pasuk would serve to exclude someone
who relieves himself in front of the idol o,
which is customarily worshipped by throwing stones at it;
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Since it is worshiped in a non-respectful manner,
perhaps one is liable for any non-respectful form of worship;
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The Gemara now challenges the refuted premise from a
R
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One who slaughters an animal to ©">, an idol usually
worshipped by throwing stones at it, is liable, as the Pasuk
says
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An additional prohibition not to slaughter to idols, and
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Since we already know that one is liable for worshipping
an idol in its customary manner, this Pasuk refers to
slaughtering an animal to an idol not usually worshipped
in this way.

The Gemara asks
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According to our premise that the example of bowing
establishes a general principle, this would include
slaughtering, a respectful form of worship?

The Gemara answers
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This Pasuk would refer to slaughtering to the idol, in order
to anger Hashem, without truly accepting it as a deity.
Nevertheless, it is forbidden.
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One who slaughters an animal to D>,
an idol usually worshipped by throwing stones at it,
is liable, as the Pasuk says

PS> st me TP mrah N
An additional prohibition not to slaughter to idols,
and
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Since we already know that one is liable
forworshipping an idol in its customary manner,
this Pasuk refers to slaughtering an animal to an idol
not usually worshipped in this way.

The Gemara asky
RO ARINNWNN

According to our premise
that the example of bowing establishes a general principle,
this would include slaughtering,
a respectful form of worship?

v

The Yemara answery
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This Pasuk would refer to slaughtering to the idol,
just to anger Hashem, without truly accepting it as a deity.

Nevertheless, it is forbidden.
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The Gemara continues to elaborate on the Mishnah on 7
U!

D221 N7V TN

One who worships idols is liable. Which infers,

PR T2
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One is not liable for merely stating his intent to worship
idols.

The Gemara challenges this inference from a Mishnah on
"o qT:
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If one is incited to worship idols, he is liable as soon as he

says, “I will worship an idol,“ or “I will go and worship,” or
“Letus go and worship.“

The Gemara cites several answers:
1.
71202 ROR 15D 15371 "R IR

Everyone agrees that one is liable for merely saying he
will worship the ido], thereby accepting the idol as a deity.
However, our Mishnah is discussing where he explicitly
declared, “T am not accepting the idol as a deity until
worship it.*

Therefore, he is only liable once he worships it.
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One who worships idols is liable.
Which M%@Ma
RY IR - PR T2

One s not liable
for merely stating his intent to worship idols.
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If one is incited to worship idols, he is liable
as soon as he says, “I will worship an idol,” or
“I'will go and worship,” or “Let us go and worship.”

@
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Everyone agrees that one is liable for merely saying
he will worship the idol,
thereby accepting the idol as a deity.
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2.

An alternate answer:

This is indeed a X N>, as we find in the following
R
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If someone says, “Come and worship me;*

271D PR 2
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R1 17 says he is liable as a n"o», one who incites to 772Y
771, but N °27 says he is exempt.

Now,

Y"1 IM99T RT
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Everyone agrees that if they worship him he is liable, as
the Pasuk says
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Do not make yourself into an idol.

However, they disagree

RO RNTT2

If he merely incited them, but they did not listen.

930 RN 17
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R» 27 holds he is liable for mere speech, while 777 13
holds he is not liable for mere speech. Similarly, they
would disagree regarding stating one’s intention to serve
anidol.
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This is indeed a DR» DMSNY,
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If someone says, “Come and worship me;”
D7D’ PI WEN DI
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he s liable as a mow,
one who incites to M1 nTaY

Now,
722999 RY Y715 1NHYDT RO

Everyone agrees that if they worship him he is liable,

ab the Pasuk
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Do not make yourself into an idol.
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If he merely incited them, but they did not listen.

N0 VAN P)
RMNMAT
N RNYM

he is liable for
mere speech,
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he is not liable for
mere speech.

Similarly, they would disagree
regarding stating one’s intention to serve an idol.
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However, the Gemara retracts this answer:

AT 292 190K
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A7 227 also agrees that one can be liable for mere speech,
as he rules in another X2
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He is liable if he says, “I will worship an idol,“ or “I will go
and worship,” or “Let us go and worship,” but not if he
incites others to worship him.

Therefore, the nmbnn pertains specifically
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When he incites others to worship him, and they agree.
PN 27 holds
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They will listen to him, and they were sincere in their
agreement.

Therefore, he is liable as a n°on.

A 27 holds
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They will not listen to him, because they will reason, “He
is not different than any of us,” and they only agreed in
order to ridicule him.

Therefore, he is not liable as a n"on.
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M1 also agrees that one can be liable for mere speech,

as he rules in another RnmMa:

W DD’ PI
22N 1R ONYH
TIAPR MR TY
TI2YN 991 - TIAYRY IR

Heis liable if he says, “I will worship an idol,” or
“I'will go and worship,” or “Let us go and worship,
but not if he incites others to worship him.
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When he incites others to worship him, and they agree.

D/ RNV 7/)('71/ »)
M9 YNV RS % "Wnw
MINRX MM MMMRPT PR
17T 10 IR W™D RN ROWIP 7Y
MRPT PR They will listen to him,
n,bv MINR and they were sincere in

their agreement.
Therefore,
he s liable as a »pn.

Therefore,
heis not liable as a mpmn.
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A third resolution to the contradiction:
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An individual is liable for expressing his intention to
worship an idol, while a group of people are only liable
once they actually worship, and the Gemara explains
70201 PO RS T

70210 R 35N D017

An individual will maintain his error, and will actually
stray after the idol, while a group of people will recognize
their error and will not stray, and so they are not liable for
merely agreeing to worship.

However, »ax challenges this distinction from a Xn»92:
IR 12 POR IO’ D
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There’s no difference between someone who incites an
individual OR a group to 1% nmay.
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Anindividual is liable
for expressing his intention to worship an idol,
while a group of people are only liable
once they actually worship.

And the gwww@%&,m&
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An individual will maintain his error,
and will actually stray after the idol,
while a group of people will recognize their error
and will not stray, and so they are not liable for merely
agreeing to worship.
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this from a pmp:
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Howww, nE
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There’s no difference between someone who incites an
individual OR a group to M1 nTa.

Sanhedrin 61-8



XD A7 D

4,

Another resolution:
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One who convinces himself to serve 7t 7712 is only
liable if he actually worships it, while one who is incited
by others is liable for agreeing, and the Gemara explains
om0 MWIYH
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An individual might reconsider, but when incited by
others he will usually be drawn after them.

5.
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Ifhe was incited, and was told, “These are the praisewor-
thy practices of the idol,“ he will be drawn after it, and is
liable for agreeing, but if he was not told of its praises, he
will reconsider and is not liable for merely agreeing.

6.
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An ordinary Jew is only liable if he actually serves the
idol, but an apostate is liable for declaring his intent to
serve, since he will not retract.

7.
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There is no n5nm: The first Mishnah taught that one is
liable for serving, and the second Mishnah added that one
is even liable for declaring his intent to serve.
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One who convinces himself to serve nIr nT2w

is only liable if he actually worships it,
while one who is incited by others is liable for agreeing.

And the Gemara explainy
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An individual might reconsider, but when incited by
others he will usually be drawn after them.
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If he was incited, and was told,

“These are the praiseworthy practices of the idol,”
he will be drawn after it, and is liable for agreeing,
but if he was not told of its praises,
he will reconsider and is not liable for merely agreeing.
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An ordinary Jew is only liable
if he actually serves the idol.

But an apostate is liable for declaring his intent to serve,
since he will not retract.
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There is no nmbny:
The first Mishnah taught that one is liable for serving,

and the second Mishnah added
that one is even liable for declaring his intent to serve.
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The Gemara introduces another aspect of idol-worship:
D221 N7V TN
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One who worships an idol out of love for, or fear of,
another person, but did not actually accept the idol as a
deity in his heart;
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He is liable, because he served the idol;
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He is not liable, because he did not accept it as a deity.
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One who worships an idol
out of love for, or fear of, another person,
but did not actually accept the idol as a deity in his heart;
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Heis liable,
because he served the idol;
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Heis not liable, because
he did not accept it as a deity.
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