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Intro

We are beginning 7010 noon Be*H.

Although a confirmed adulteress is also called a 7010, the term
more commonly refers to a 7o 70, a woman suspected of
committing adultery, which is basically the subject of this
Masechtah.

However, this status is achieved only AFTER

77YNoN IR

Warning and seclusion -

A woman, who is warned by her husband not to seclude herself
with a specific man, who then secludes herself with him despite
the warning, is a v,

At this point our suspicions are strong enough, and sufficient
grounds for her to become forbidden to her husband, unless she
passes the test administered in the w717 '3, that of drinking the
oIRDN 00, the bitter waters, which would confirm or disprove
these suspicions, as described in detail in the Gemara.

The first Mishnah records a n1>mn whether 77101 1P require
o7 1w; whether it is necessary to corroborate her seclusion
with two witnesses, and the Gemara brings a similar np5rn
regarding the warning as well.

However, after 77no1 "rp are confirmed, a single witness is then
believed for nxm, to say that she was defiled, regarding that she
does NOT drink the o xnn 0.

Some of the terms and concepts we will learn about in 297’
include;

DIRY D Pamn

The Gemara discusses whether a person’s spouse is determined
by his %1» or his qualities.

Y 27> MY

One is generally required to present two witnesses to corrobo-
rate an event. This is stated explicitly in the Torah regarding y7
mmn T Mwos, capital offenses and monetary matters, and is
extended to matters of m»p as well. Where we do accept an 7
TR regarding 77010, are exceptions based on Pesukim

MRIPY TOR
The Gemara records a dispute whether it is forbidden for a
husband to warn against seclusion.

imATei=Rabu

The Gemara cautions against instigating the process of "rp
17no1 during times when it is not possible to prove her
innocence with the nvyo .

The Gemara explains that 7010 noon follows the preceding noon
1), because, as ’17 explains;

7010 NWI5H P13 NWID 19101 N

AP5Pa 7010 AR YW 75 S

PRI INdRY Y

The Parsha of 711 is written immediately after the Parshah of
101D, so that one who observes the disgrace of the oo shall
refrain from drinking wine, because wine in excess causes levity
which can lead to immoral behavior.

Although, based on this reasoning, the Gemara too should teach
010 noon BEFORE 7137 However,

DT MTT I RIN DT RINT TR

71, which is a form of a 77, follows o™73; therefore, 7v10
FOLLOWS 1.
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So let's review...

Our Mishnah discusses the number of witnesses needed to
verify "rp, the husband’s warning for her not to seclude
herself with a specific individual, and 77’1, her seclusion
with that person.

Zugt di Mishnah

IMWRY RIPHT

A husband who warns his wife not to seclude herself with
a certain man;

073w 0 SV 15 RIPH TR NYHR 127

He must warn her in front of two witnesses. Otherwise,
she does not become a 7010, and is permitted to her
husband and she does not drink the nvo .

However, if he does have two witnesses that she was
warned;

AR TV 0 5y 15 Ipwm

MY 95V IR

He can then compel her to drink the 7v10 » even if he can
only produce one witness to the seclusion; or by claiming
that he personally witnessed the seclusion.

ywip 117 disagrees,

MWIR VWP 12T

0w 9 5 Y RIPH

0w 9 Sy pwm

Two witnesses are necessary both for the warning and the
seclusion.

The Gemara first cites an Aggadic introduction to the
topic of oo

PP 05 ROR TWR OTRY 1D PAmn PR

A couple is matched based on their qualities. As w9
explains;

YWD RN P7TRY VNN

Only a yw3 will marry an immodest woman.
Therefore,

PO O PYIPI PIMD PO

It is as difficult, so to speak, for 7”2pi1 to arrange such
marriages, as the supernatural event of the splitting of the
sea.

The Gemara questions this idea from the following
statement of 2

TN DY 0T O DYIINR

595 159 N2 NN NRSY Dip N2

Forty days before a person is born a Heavenly voice
proclaims who he will marry; and as *"v1 explains;

MO IVWI YT PR DN DTIP

A person’s future merits or misdeeds are not known before
he is born, since he has free will; clearly, marriages are not
based on one’s virtue? The Gemara answers

PORI NN

W INARA

The first marriage is predetermined; and a second
marriage is based on his merits.
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The Gemara proceeds, and first deals with a "X71 77010, a woman
who is definitely defiled, and determines the number of
witnesses required to establish her status:

1D TR TV IRMIVI

As the Rn»71says

IR TR T

DRPDVIY TPRIIN

W AN RS

After mno11rp, one witness suffices to establish that a woman
is defiled, regarding that she does not drink the 7o .

The source of this Halachah is the Pasuk;

N MR YR 2007

TIRMVI R AINON

72PR T

TwOnI R R

She is considered defiled even if 72 pr 7y, there is no "7v". The
Gemara explains that

72 PR T

727 1N DIWw31

7v' refers to TWO witnesses, because there is a Pasuk

WRI TR TY O’ RS

One witness does not suffice for most testimonies. The
superfluous word 77X’ teaches us that

TV ORIV PP I

DIV JRD I

TR N7 PO VIOV TY

The word "7y’ itself refers to two witnesses, unless the Pasuk
explicitly states ONE, as it does in this Pasuk. Therefore, px 7
71 in reference to VIO, means

TAROR 72 75N

There aren’'t TWO witnesses, but there IS one witness. And
WONI RY XM

TIOR

Since she was not coerced, she is forbidden, because the single
witness is believed.

The Gemara now returns to explain the n15nn in the Mishnah
whether one witness suffices for 77°no, to establish seclusion:
The Pasuk says 12 PR 73, and we explained that ONE witness for
N is believed.

Yy 117 explains that the extra word na tells us

NPPARY 2

77N RN 12

One witness only suffices for defilement, but not for the warning
or seclusion.

71"HX 17, on the other hand, says that the Pasuk only excludes
7yp; however, one witness DOES suffice for 77°’no, because
ARDVD WPIYR 7700

Seclusion is compared to defilement. As the Pasuk says
ARPOI R INON

Even though it also says

TIRPLI RININWR NR RIp) regarding "rp?

However, it's more logical to assume that the exclusion of na
refers to seclusion, to treat it more stringently, because

N7 IRDIVT RADANRT RO7TY 7710

The seclusion actually precipitates the 17o°x. Therefore, we
assume that the exclusion of 13, requiring TWO witnesses, refers
to the warning.
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The Gemara now brings a third opinion:

NYOR 727 DWW WIR AT 72707 727

IMWRY RIPHA

MY 9"V IR TAR TV 9"Y RIPH

He does not need two witnesses to verify the warning.
DI 0 5Y 10 Ipwn)

But he DOES need two witnesses to testify to the 7vno.

The Gemara explains that he understands the Pasuk 12 to
refer to the nno. However, "»p does not need two
witnesses, because it's compared to IRMV, as the Pasuk
Says IRNVI R'IINWKR DR RIPI. The Pasuk nrpoi XM 7no,
on the other hand

7700 YW oY

RV 7D

RIOIRT NI

It teaches us that she only becomes forbidden if they were
secluded long enough for her to be defiled. The Gemara
on 797 elaborates on this requirement.

However, the o'non disagree, and they argue that if so;
AT 32°00 277275

That m3y 9”v Ri1p», that "1p does not require witnesses;
.NO 727> PR

RIP ORI IR RIT PITT

His ability to take advantage of her is unlimited, because
without a warning, she will not avoid n7'no, and so
whenever the husband is provoked he can prove her
seclusion, and claim that he had previously warned her.

The Gemara adds

IPNIONS GR)

Even according to 71°5R "17's opinion in our Mishnah that
MY 05V 15 pwn

That 77no does not require witnesses;

.NO 727> PR

INNOR TR INNOR RIT PId

There is also reason for concern; because, although >nnn
oYY *"» RH>W 0773, we have no reason to doubt the validity
of his warning, however, if he subsequently became angry
he can simply claim that she was secluded.
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. Before we continue, let’s briefly review these three
opinions:
YW1 '27 holds that both ..ans" NJPD”
DIvw 9”]) ekl ’1J’|7 D3/ /7,3 0/’ D7
)/ 2 ’/ n7
MYHR 139, according to the mwn, holds K/é 27 I VK » Vo> 7
oW 9" Napn Nan NI
MIY O"Y IR TAR TV 9" 7N
MNP Ry ouwndy owrn oy
MY 217, according to A 7201 27, holds v:x-v 5"17 W
MY 9"Y IR TAR TV 9"V 1P

DI 9" PN npw?ﬂ'l ﬂpwb'l ﬂPWb\
e n by ey by oue o by
MYy 5 5y N

Based on these Halachos, the Gemara cautions;

I BRIV WIS NTN T2 NONNIRY WIIR RO RY
Now that there is no w7pni n°3, one should not privately ’J’I’D TN2 MNO0MN Rb
wamyhls wife against seclu519n, becausp accordmg to 1 Since there is no vignana

. 1M 9207, this would constitute a valid warning; and if
he sub tl ludes herself,
e e NPTIY NOID 1 RITRN X!
BT RO 712D 75 TORP D77 RNOR NN 1Y TORM

He will have no means of ascertaining her innocence ; .. .
since we don't have 10 ', and she will be permanently He will have no means of ascertaining her innocence

forbidden to him. and she will be permanently forbidden to him
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The Gemara now explains that the word "rp indeed
means warning, but also means jealous anger; and the
warning causes strife in one of two ways, depending on
the Machlokes of whether

MR 0 5Y MR

OR

D7V DI 0 Sy R

According to the opinion of 103 '9 5» "1p, it is

DINR P25 1ra ARIp Yot 127

It causes discord between her and her acquaintances,
because, since the warning is valid without witnesses,
193707 R ROV 519

1272 RPT ROPTORD MR

ATI2 ARIP TV D NN

Since others are not aware of the warning, they will be
upset that she no longer socializes with them in order to
avoid seclusion.

According to the opinion of 7y oW 0 Yy p it s
125 Ara ARIp Yonn 127

It causes strife between her and her husband, because
since the warning requires two witnesses,

1521707 RSY 91

7772 IRIP 72005 MRT RIFITNI

Since others WILL know of his warning, she will

instigate fights with him for suspecting her and embarrass-
ing her, which in turn will cause him to be angry with her.

Now, both of these approaches indicate
MRIPY NOR

It is forbidden to be x1pw, since it causes strife. Indeed, our

Mishnah’s expression

INWR DR RIPHI, one who warns, and not

INWR DR RIPN, one warns his wife, also indicates
RS 15195 PR 72072

It is forbidden to be xipn.

However, there is an opinion that

mRIPH N

It is permitted to warn one’s wife. He will explain
ARINT POY ROR PP PR

"rp merely means warning.

Weans

WARNING

MRy B 5y WP
nRIP 220NN 127
DOINR P29 N2
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3)//95’ VEd t/t///f fo
235 £P3 M3 #p

Imn
mRIps

NN NN NIpRA
Wd //5/)6/ v/

DafHachaim.org

"

Weans

JEALOUS
ANGER

oMY oM D O WP
nRIP 220NN 127

12°2Y N2
It causes discord between

her and him

Since the warni
reMw fwo m‘f%/y
» yp3 Yz A’/\//}C '/3

MON
mRIps

YN AN xlpnﬂ
fﬁ)&ﬁ//f 20775

Sotah 2-6



