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Intro
Today we will 7"valearn 5 97 of n3pn 'on
Some of the topics we will learn about include the following:

Too little
and too much rain
How nmi 27 learned something positive from Pesukim that are b Oth curses for a Clty

seem to describe something negative

That too little and too much rain, are both curses for a city.

N7 21 learned something positive
from Pesukim that seem to describe
something negative

1 How areed is better than a cedar

The merits of 727X 72 RTR 17 and X129

How a

» REED
W better than

« CEDAR

The merits of
N2NR 72 RTR 27
and Rnn 29

Some of the key terms and concepts we will learn about
include:

171 - A menstruating woman. She is Tamei and forbidden to be ﬁ 7 J
intimate with her husband. After a certain number of days, she |
goes to the Mikveh and becomes Tahor again.

©1°5 PWIY MR 7390 TIPHA DTR TIVY? HR 05
0311 PO PR RDY

A person should not place himself in danger and expect a TR T]Dv’ I’N Db]}’b
miracle to save him, because he may not merit a miracle.
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So let's review...

After completing the story of 1 12 1773 the Gemara
continues to explain the Mishnah:

DR POV TP ROV Y 1

W TOPN INR 7RO TOPR RS IR Y 5P AR Y SV Nonm 2007
NYIND YO YN MR

Y™ K2 MIYIN M0 23

And also for a town where no rains fell, as the Posuk says, “And
I will cause it to rain on one city, and on one city I will not cause
it to rain, “and one field will be rained upon, etc,”

The affected city fasts and cries out, and the surrounding cities
fast but do not cry out.

TIPIID RS YIS IR R1PY 17

R’ Akiva says the surrounding cities cry out but do not fast.

Regarding the Posuk;

AR Y 5y R0

PUHR R DR 7Y 5

155P5 1PIWI 27 IR TP 27 IR

Both cities are cursed, because one will get too much rain,
which will ruin the crops, and the other will not get enough rain,
and no crops will grow.

The Gemara now quotes four examples of

715725 AP 27 IR

Where 777 27 found something positive in an otherwise
negative Posuk

-‘I-

o2 b 05wy A - Yerushalayim has become like a Niddah
in their midst, in that she is forsaken. However,

APANY W AT

PN o W DOWIT 98

Just as a Niddah eventually becomes permissible, Y erusha-
layim will be restored.
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mmoRo N - Yerushalayim has become like a widow. 2
However,

Y erushalayim is only manbro, like a widow, Wi nanbR 89, but T B ; ;
not an actual widow. :"373 N: ﬂﬂ”ﬁ
o7 T 1Y O TR KOR
5D MY YT

She is like a woman whose husband has travelled across the
ocean, but will return.

G e £l
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YOV D123 DONIR *NNI°IN DX n b)’ -nrnl? mm

And I have made you despised and low. However, this has a

positive aspect. 3

M9 PTA R I W RY 131 P RYT

They will not appoint us to be tax collectors at the river or » N wi N
police officers. =}=;N nni iN ES"
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D12 P TP TORI ORI’ DR 7 10

Hashem will smite Israel like the reed that sways in the water.
However, it has a positive aspect. As 1M1 92 5Ripw 117 said in
the name of jniv 2%

SR IR 1WA AR SYpw 75O 10

YWIT DY PPVIV 710720 I

The curse of "n>wn 77NN is better than the Brachah of w7 ovba.
P2 195p NYwn AR

In this Posuk 013 mpn i3 TwRI SRIW’ nR 71 719

m»wn iR compared them to areed. And

1IR1 1972 YW DYH

In the following Posuk

o9V DTIRD

Like a cedar near the water

YWI1 DYY2 compared them to a cedar.

Now, the reed has the following advantages:

D DI T

PO W

It stands in a watery place and grows back when it's cut.

P PVIVY

12 MW MR DWW MMI7 53 120K

PP IMR T PR

Because of its numerous roots, even if all the winds in the world
come and blow on it, they cannot move it from its place.

1Y K217 ROR

PP NIPA THY MMININNT

Rather, because of its flexibility, it sways in the wind, and when
the wind stops, the reed straightens right back up.

So too, Klal Yisroel, despite all the persecutions, persists and
survives.

However, the cedar, despite its size and strength, has the
following drawbacks:

D DIP TOW PR

POnN W PRI

P PVIW PRI

MWIPL MR T PR 12 MW DOVIW MmN 53 190K

39 5V NI NI TPIINT M2 NAVIY D

Although most winds cannot move it, the strong southern wind
uproots it.

WIT PYDY 127 12 TR 2

TIRD TOR R ORI 3P 7 DTIR RY D

A person should always be soft like a reed and not hard like a
cedar.

ommp nen Hob mp nat oM

M P90 7N 990 12 21025

That's why the reed merited to be used as pens to write scrolls of
Torah, Prophets, and Writings
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The Gemara continues to explain the Mishnah which said;
N9O1 IR 12T WY TY il

So too, a city suffering from pestilence or collapsing buildings,
DY IYnmn PYiann

Y™ R MIYIN P20 5

mMIYNH R MY™INN IR RIPY *27

That city fasts and cries out, and the surrounding cities fast but
do not cry out. R’ Akiva says the surrounding cities cry out but
do not fast.

The Beraisa clarifies:

TIDRY NNOD

The Mishnah is referring to

MY R MR

We fast when sturdy buildings are collapsing, because it's
unusual, but not if weakened building are collapsing.

195 MR R D195 NIk PRY

Or, we fast if walls that were not expected to fall collapse, but
not if they were likely to fall.

The Gemara explains these terms are not redundant, because
there can be

mN3 that are 9195 Nk, sturdy walls that are likely to fall -
For example,

MRan N 19037 - They are extremely tall. OR

RI77 RTR 177 - They stand at the water’s edge.

There can also be

My that are 519°5 MR PR, weakened walls that are not likely
to fall,

PIW 305N TINRA RDPT .. AV RIVOR R 7D

A weakened wall that stood in its place for many years in this
weakened state

The Gemara relates of several Amoraim,

NI 27, 5RI1Y 17

They would not walk near m1 Xn"wR, a weakened wall, or into
RY'V7 N3, a dilapidated house. However, they were not
concerned, when 7278 92 7R 27 went along with them, w017
m>, because his merits were great.

In one incident, as soon as 727X 72 RTR 17 left, the house
collapsed.
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There can be NI
that are [d'//)/'/,ky

There can be, NIV
that are o/ ortes gt

15017 RMWKR RN D
NN NN nIYI...
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PIRT 11w 09N
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RN 27,58NW , 01
would not walk near nyy1 RNMWOX,
or into XYY RM2

they were not concerned,
when N2NR 72 RTR 21 went along,
NPMOT WIDIT

Inoneincident,
as soon as NANR 12 RTR N left,
the house collapsed
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. 7278 92 RTR 27 was upset that his merits had been used this way,
because "Ry 17 taught;
©1°5 PU MR 7130 DIPHI OTR TIvY’ SR 05wH DD 95 £ 52 Was upsel
S TYD [N hiss merity had been used this way,

A person should never place himselfin a dangerous situation
and expect a miracle to save him, because he may not merita because 2y 2 Z‘W y

miracle.

D315 PYI T WD OR) N0 MIPPN2 TR TNY? SR 09O
D117 PWIY PR RNWY D179 PWIY RN

POYPOMID P
Even if a miracle will be performed for him, it will be deducted

from his merits, as we find 1ax 1) said; D1y PO MY NN ON)
TR 5 07 70MR Yon NIvR PAPITD 1 Pom

My merits have been diminished by all the kindness Y ou have

done for Your servant... . . B A
DPEOMS D DR

TRANRS Do

71278 72 RTR 27's great merit was due to his many good deeds -

as when 121X 72 RTR 27 was once asked ) .

What caused you to merit long life? He responded; was due to his many gOOd deeds;
TP PN NTORA RY WD
I never got angry in my home. DPDE 20 LT 2 wad once M@&/

. 100 TV M 1392 " NTYR RO 2007 N9IRN N3

I never walked in front of someone greater than me.

YNTOPN XY MM
"2 N2

MOIONT MRIANI NI R
I did not think Torah thoughts in soiled places.

MMININ RN
P>on 8921 AN X2 MR 7 N5 RD MONVPN MNRIANI

I never walked four Amos without learning or without wearing
Tefillin.

RIY NPW R VAR NPW KD WITHN 1722 T R

Inever slept, or even napped in a Beis Medrash.

2N 5PN NVY RO

I never rejoiced when anyone else stumbled.

Yo A TR R WITHN 1222 NIV RN
Inever called others by a nickname. ’R-ll’ NIY Rb'l vnp NIY Nb
MIN2 72 0N

Some say the final item is I never called anyone by their last
name if it was somewhat derogatory.
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ERE
' The Gemara earlier related that X172, in his humility, would
not rely on his own merits even though he certainly had many, ) _
due to his many good deeds, as the Gemara now relates: X210 21 would not rely on his own merits
When he was an older man, even though he certainly had many..

RINTT RPN Y Ppon
RO 2197 712 7700
They would take him out in a golden chair, and he would When he was an oldor man,

RINTT XPIMI2 1YY PpON

inspect the entire city. If he found any walls that were likely to
fall, he would have them knocked down, so that an approaching
storm would not knock it over onto someone. If the owner could XN AN N Mo

not afford to rebuild it, xn71 27 would pay for it himself. If he found any walls that were likely to fall
he would have them knocked down

Zﬂé the owner could not afford tv rebuild it
AP 2 wow&//aa?/ s JW@%

Also, every Friday, X171 17 would have all the leftover

vegetables purchased and thrown in the river, so that the i
merchants would not suffer a loss and continue to bring enough Every Frlday ’
produce to the market every Friday. The Gemara says he didn't RN 27 would have
give the leftovers to the poor because the leftover vegetables purchased
JA0P5 INR RO NYT ROVOT PIdt . .
They might rely on him and not come to market, and if there and thrown in the river
were no leftovers, they would have nothing,.
. Y ¢ So the merchanty woukd not w losy

and conttinue ty érm?/ enough produce
1o the market every 7n'/a?/

He did not give it to animals because he held
25 PYIRD PR OTR YIRD
Food fit for people should not be given to animals.

Hedidn't give He did not
the leftover to the poor give it to animals
Because Because
ot DTR YORND
INPNYT RONOT 127ORN PR
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Another example of X171 17's righteousness is that when he had
some medicine that was not easy to obtain,

RI"2T RO 72 75M RDT R 5D

DPwH Y waT 53 IR

He would fill a jug with it, and hang it on the back of his door
and say whoever needs can come take.

Some say that X171 17 knew the ways of the demon Xn2'w, who
Rashi says attacked people who ate without washing their
hands. Therefore, he would hang a jug of water outside, and say
whoever needs to wash, can wash here.

77125 PNO MR RN93 712 M *d

91951717 I8 181 53 MR

When he would eat a meal, he would open his door and say
‘whoever is in need of food, let him come and eat.

N17 said he could do all of the above, except for this last one,
ROMPT R °12 0017 DD

Because there are so many poor people in Mechoza.

DafHachaim.org

When he had medicine
that was not easy to obtain,

RMT RO D
RN27 RDY02 N HM
NPWIN 125 92T 5 N

.Same/wy...

He would hang a jug of water outside,
and say whoever needs to wash,
can wash here

NRNDM 770 M D
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PY) said
he cokd do all 0% the above,
epcept /or this last one,
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