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Intro

Today we will 7”va learn 25 97 of mIvn 'on
Some of the topics we will learn about include the following; W W we ny/ 0 “f

When we cry out everywhere, and any time, not only on WWWM& )
Monday and Thursday, but every day, even on Shabbos . cm,?/ %

When is a good time for rain to fall e 6(/6/‘?/ 6/@?/

...even on Shabbosy

When is a good time
forrain to fall

Some of the key terms and concepts we will learn about
include:
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We do not ask for an abundance of good to stop
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So let's review...

The Gemara continues explaining the Mishnah:
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For the following, we cry out everywhere.
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For windblasts which destroy the crops,

zaikl

For yellowing, in which the crops dry out,
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Various types of locusts, which eat up the crops,
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For dangerous beasts who attack humans,
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And for the sword, meaning armies that pass through the land.
The Gemara explains that this refers to
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Even to a passing army that is not attacking us, but merely
passing through our area on their way to war with another
country. It is still very dangerous, and can lead to bloodshed, as
in the story of Ponn mwN,
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We cry out for each of the above even when yet far from our
area, because it is a calamity that travels, it can very easily come
here.
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The elders once went down from Y erushalayim to their cities in
order to decree a public fast because of wind damage the size of
the mouth of an oven appeared on the grain in Ashkelon.
According to the Gemara and Rashi this is an illustration of a
minimal amount.
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They also decreed a fast because wolves ate two children on the
other side of the Jordan River. *or "3 said the fast was not
because these wolves ate anyone, but only because they had
appeared in the city.
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Regarding the ruination of crops, the Gemara cites a Braisa in
which
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Fasts are declared even for the slightest damage
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A fastis declared even if only one locust was seen.

Regarding wild beasts, the Gemara cites a Braisa
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nn>wn - literally - specifically sent by Heaven -means that we
declare a fast only when the animals exhibit unusual behavior,
but we do not declare a fast when the animal acts within its
usual natural behavior.

For example;
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It is unusual for an animal to come into the town during the day.
However,
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It is not unusual for an animal to come into the town at night -
and certainly to appear the fields even during the day.

The Gemara describes other examples of unusual behavior.
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Natural behavior:
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The Mishnah continues:
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For the following, we cry out even on Shabbos.

D93 ORI Y Sy

IR

For a city that was surrounded by hostile non-Jews, or by ariver
that was threatening to flood the city,
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Or for a ship that was tossing in the sea and in danger of sinking.
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DY 7 says we can cry out for help but not in prayer.

Rashi on 7 97 says;
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We may not cry out in prayer on Shabbos, because we are not
that certain about the effectiveness of our Tefillah.
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1N pYdY said we can cry out for 127 as well, on Shabbos, but
the o'non did not agree with him.

The Mishnah continues:
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We cry out for all troubles that might befall the community, but
when there is too much rain, we do not ask for it to stop.
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Because we do not ask for an abundance of good to stop
We learn this from the Posuk;
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Until you will get tired from saying “It's enough.*

However, the Gemara qualifies;
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In Bavel we may ask for too much rain to stop, because in low
lying areas it can be damaging and dangerous.
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The Gemara cites a Braisa:
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We interpret the word onya two ways:

-1- 12 - The rain will be moderate - not too much, and not too
little.

-2- MW *»521 nrYa7°>5a - The rain will fall on Tuesday and
Friday nights, when most people are home and not
inconvenienced by it.
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This indeed occurred in the times of now 12 YWY, because it
was a generation of Tzadikim,
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To the extent that the rain was so potent and beneficial as to
produce unusually large grain, such as

Wheat the size of kidneys,

Barley the size of olive pits,

And lentils the size of golden dinars,
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They put away some of those grains, to show that it is sin that
causes a lack of abundance. As the Posuk says; your sins have
turned these blessings away, and your sins have withheld the
good from you.
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We also find this during the time of Hordus, when they were
building the Beis Hamikdask,

>S5 0mwa PTIw v

It rained only at night,
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In the morning the sun came out, and they were able to go on
with their work - thus showing that they were doing the work of
Hashem.
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