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Today we will 7”va learn 32 97 of m3vn "on

Some of the topics we will learn about include the following: .
LIFE and

Details about the b
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Details about the life and righteousness of 5w»1 1, Choni the /
Circle-Maker, including details about his grandchildren and RI GH TE O USN ESS u
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7 no&c/m?/ detaily about

The difference between the righteous men of Bavel and those of (5}
Israel regarding how they would pray for rain

Several incidents that describe other righteous men of Israel Th e D IFFE R .E NC .E b etween
. Some of the key terms and concepts we will learn about the rlg hteous men Of b 21
nclude: and those of 5hw» yIR

oy 5w - A day worker who is paid by the day, not the job. He is
not allowed to waste any time.
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So let's review...

The Gemara continues to explain the Mishnah.
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Nearing the end of Adar, the end of the rainy season, it still had
not rained. They said to %v»i°nm, Choni the circle-maker, “Pray
that rain should fall.”
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He said to them, “Go out and bring in the ovens that were
prepared for roasting the Korban Pesach, so that they do not
dissolve in the rain. He was so confident that his Tefillos will
bring rain.
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Initially, no rain fell.
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What did he do? He drew a circle, stood inside it, and said before
Hashem;

“Master of the World, Your children turned to me, because I am
like a member of Y our household. I swear by Your Great Name
that I will not move from here until Y ou have mercy on Y our
children.
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At this point some raindrops appeared.
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He said, “I did not ask for rains like this, but rather enough rain
to fill all the water holes. Upon which a very strong rain began
to fall.
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Again, he said, “I did not ask for rains like this, but rather rains
of good will, blessing, and benevolence.” Upon which the rains
moderated, fell normally, and continued until the Jews had to
leave Yerushalayim for higher ground on the Temple Mount.
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The people came and said, “Just as you prayed for the rain to
fall, pray that they stop."
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He said to them, “Go out and see if the Stone of the Strayers has
been covered in water, or dissolved.

The Braisa adds that he said;
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We do not ask for an abundance of good to stop.
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Nevertheless, since it was becoming unbearable, and possibly a
dangerous situation - as he mentioned the stone becoming
covered or dissolved - he said;
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May it be Y our will that the rains stop - And it indeed stopped,
and the sun came out.

The Mishnah and Braisa continue:
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now 12 pnw sent him a message, “Were you not *nn, I would
decree a ban upon you, for being disrespectful and speaking so
forcefully to Hashem,

N7 75 O DPHA 2195 ROAND ANRY > TWYR 10 YarR

M1 AW PR SV ROAND RITW 120

IOV DA ORI TIAR W TR 1N TOM

But what can I do to you. Although you speak inappropriately
towards Hashem, He still fulfills your wish, like a son who
misbehaves towards his father, and the father still fulfills his
wish. Regarding you the Posuk says; May your father and
mother rejoice, and may the one who gave birth to you be glad.

The Sanhedrin sent a message to Choni telling him that this
incident is alluded to in the Posuk;
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You decreed from below, and Hashem fulfilled your word from
above.
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It indeed stopped,
and the sun
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The Gemara next relates the famous story of S vm»i '3n sleeping
for 70 years:

When he awoke and went home,
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They did not believe him that it is he. Therefore,

mynnaya

He Davened and passed away.
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This is what people mean when they say; either friendship or
death

The Gemara continues with a story about
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P51 Rar the grandson of Svnn nn, who,
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Whenever rain was needed, the Chachamim would send a
message to him - he would Daven, and rain would come.

One time - after a lengthy encounter - even before the messen-
gers asked, he said to his wife; let’s go up to the roof and Daven
for rain, so they should not attribute the rain to our Tefillos.
They did so, and the clouds formed on the side of where his wife
had been standing, and they came down.

He then asked the messengers what brings them here.

RIVDRNATVHY T 132712770 779 1R
They said; the Chachamim sent us to ask you to Daven for rain.
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He said: Boruch Hashem that you did not require my prayers for
rain.
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One time - after a lengthy encounter
even BEFORE the messengers asked,
he said to his wife; let’s go up to the roof
and Daven for rain, so they should
not attribute the rain to our Tefillos

The clouds formed on the side
where his WIFE had been standing
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They replied; we know that the rain came on account of you.
However, please explain some of your strange behaviors during /_’7{’/‘/5’ j’}/ b 5)'”7\/&
our encounter. Ints AP WAIN
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Please explain
your strange behaviors
during our encounter

And he proceeded to explain: 14 .
When they came, they initially met him working out in the field. And /Z/&/W vceeded to W
They greeted him, but he did not greet them warmly, because
- When they came,
I was a day worker who may not spend his employer’s time for they greeted him...
personal use.
..but he did NOT
. greet them warmly
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On his way home, he carried the wood on one shoulder and his
cloak on the other shoulder. He did not carry the wood ON the

cloak to protect his shoulder, because .
S He did not carry the wood

HORW RS 97171 ORW 915 ON the cloak
It was a borrowed cloak, and I did not have permission for the .
to protect his shoulder

more rugged use of putting wood on it.

On his way home..
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' He walked home barefoot because he was poor and wanted to
preserve the shoes. He only put on the shoes to cross a stream, He walked home barefoot
because
R RP RY XM RV RANR 7910 because he was poor
I cannot see if there are dangerous creatures in the water. and wanited ty preserve the shoes.

He only put on the shoes
to cross a stream
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When he walked through thorns, he lifted his garment exposing

his legs to the thorns, because He llﬁed his garment
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My legs will heal, while the garment will remain torn. eXPOSing his legs

O to the thorns
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When he arrived in town, his wife greeted him while wearing

jewelry, His wife greeted him
DINR AWK PY INR ROW 79, so that T would not want to look at . . .
any other woman. Whlle Wearlng ]ewe lry

2

/)‘)/)L/ ’;)@L’;D

wn
NPT

Mishkan
Yecheskel

Dedicated By: DafHachaim.org Taanis 23 -7




o

oA
Yecheskel

EEER RN

Dedicated By:

When they got home, he let his wife enter first and after he
entered, the rabbis were invited in. He did this,

571 R>T DY, because, I did not know your character, and
did not want to leave her outside with two strange men.

He sat down to eat but did not offer the messengers any food,
RN9M RWDI RST DWW, because there wasn't enough bread. You
would have noticed and refused to eat, and give me credit for
offering. I didn’t want credit for doing nothing,

He gave his oldest child one portion of bread, and his younger
child two portions, because

RNW’13*22 117 N7 RV ORP ON;T

The older one is at home and can eat whenever he wants, and
the younger one was in Beis Medrash learning all day and is
hungrier when he comes home.
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The rain fell sooner in the area where his wife stood because her
merits are greater,
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Because a woman is usually home, and gives the poor a piece of
bread whose benefit is immediate.

PIIN RIIPH RO RN RIVT RIND
While I give the poor people money whose benefit is not
immediate -

Another reason for her greater merit,

1MW NAT PPN
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There were some ruffians in our neighborhood, while I
Davened that they should die, she Davened that they should do
Teshuvah, and they did.

DafHachaim.org

The rain fell SOONER in the
area where his wife stood

prks pIY
s fnol
\7}//’('7’&,7 APDY
217D £» 2
Because a womar i home,

and givey the poor BREAD
hsse bonefit & immedtate

L1527 7
DpryD ERPN £V

7 give the poor MONEY

whaose 564’11%7 W

NOT immediate

Another reason for her merit...

/m/ppfép VoEY e
Ll wr V> -
wMp2 £7YR £/
ANR/NP /793'6

/27D
Bulli nw ouwr ymi?ﬁﬁorhoo/;

7 Davened that they should de,
she Davened that 7‘/»@7
shoudd do Teshunak,
and they dd!

Taanis 23 -9



Mishkan
Yecheskel

AHINYN

Dedicated By:

The Gemara continues with a story about

RIMI 0
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Another grandson of 5317 7310

The Chachamim would send schoolchildren to him when the
world needed rain, and they would say;

RV 19 37 RN RaR, Father, Father, give us rain. He would
Daven and say;

PR w1 TwY Y"wII
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Master of the World, give rain in behalf of these children who
cannot tell the difference between the Father in Heaven Who
gives rain, and an earthly father who does not have the power to
give rain.

The Gemara explains that he was called xan3n 131, Channan the
hidden one,

RO 1722 103V XA 7w, he was extremely careful to keep
himself covered when relieving himself.

Rashi has another version

M3V X2 7w, he would hide when Davening for rain.

The Gemara next relates several stories which show the great

power of Tefillah possessed by the Tzaddikim of Eretz Yisroel
in regard to rain and other matters. However, they did not want
to trouble Hashem, 91223, to change the natural order of things.
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