
בס"ד
Intro 
Today we will בע''ה learn דף ח of מס' תענית
Some of the topics we will learn about include the following:

How to achieve success in learning Torah

How to prevent drought

Improving our chances for prayers to be accepted

Further discussion about drought and the need for rain

  
Some of the key terms and concepts we will learn about 
include:

.Forbidden speech - לשון הרע

 Blessing is only - אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר שאין העין שולטת בו
found in something that is hidden from the eye.
 

So let's review… 

The Gemara in the previous Daf Darshened the following 
Posuk regarding rain;
אם קהה הברזל והוא לא פנים קלקל
If the iron is dull and you 
do not sharpen its edge.
וחילים יגבר ויתרון הכשיר חכמה
:לימוד התורה now Darshens this Posuk regarding ריש לקיש
אם ראית תלמיד שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
If a student has a hard time with his studies, it is
,בשביל משנתו שאינה סדורה עליו
It is because his learning is not arranged in an organized way. 
This is alluded to in the phrase והוא לא פנים קלקל he has distorted 
what should come first. Rashi explains that a person should first 
study Mishnayos well, and only then begin to study Gemara.
The remedy for this is
 he should spend more time in Yeshiva where they ,ירבה בישיבה
organize and study Mishnayos.
כ"ש אם משנתו סדורה לו מעיקרא
He would have been better off if he had originally studied 
Mishnayos properly.

An example of this is ריש לקיש himself.
ריש לקיש הוה מסדר מתני' ארבעין זמנין
כנגד מ' יום שניתנה תורה
ועייל לקמיה דר' יוחנן
He would review the Mishnayos 40 times corresponding to the 
40 days during which the Torah was given to משה and then he 
would go to ר' יוחנן to learn Gemara.
רב אדא בר אהבה
מסדר מתני' עשרין וארבע זמנין
כנגד תורה נביאים וכתובים
ועייל לקמיה דרבא
He would review the Mishnayos 24 times corresponding to the 
24 books of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and then he 
would go to רבא to learn Gemara.

 and taught that if you see a student פסוק used the same רבא
 ,whose studies are as hard for him as iron שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
 it’s because his teacher did not show ,בשביל רבו שאינו מסביר לו פנים
him a cheerful face. His remedy is ירבה עליו רעים he should send 
many friends to speak to the teacher on his behalf. And 
certainly he would have succeeded in his studies if he had 
originally find favor in the eyes of his rebbe. 
==========

Rav Ami explained the next Posuk:
אם ישוך הנחש בלא לחש ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון
If the snake bites because it was not charmed then the master of 
speech has no advantage. He says this means that if the sky is 
the copper color of rust (נחשת, copper, and נחש share the same 
root) because the rain and dew are not falling,
בשביל לוחשי לחישות שאין בדור
It is because there are not enough people uttering softly, which 
 ילכו says refers to prayer which is said softly. The remedy is רש"י
 they should go to someone who knows how ,אצל מי שיודע ללחוש
to pray as the פסוק says יגיד עליו רעו, his friend should speak on 
his behalf. The Gemara explains the rest of the Posuk, ואין יתרון 
 This refers to someone who is able to pray but does  .לבעל הלשון
not, מה הנאה יש לו, what benefit does he gain from remaining 
silent?

If someone prayed and was not answered, the remedy is ילך אצל 
 go to the most pious man of the ,חסיד שבדור וירבה עליו בתפלה
generation and he should increase his prayers on behalf of the 
person who asked.  If a person prayed and was successful, and 
this causes him to become haughty, מביא אף לעולם, he brings 
Divine anger to the world as the פסוק says;
 there is an acquisition of anger because of his ,מקנה אף על עולה
rising up in haughtiness. 

 has another explanation of the earlier verse about the ריש לקיש
snake that bites:
לעתיד לבא מתקבצות ובאות כל החיות אצל הנחש
In the future, all the animals will gather around the snake and 
say;
 the lion claws its prey and eats it, the ,ארי דורס ואוכל זאב טורף ואוכל
wolf tears its prey and eats it. אתה מה הנאה יש לך, what benefit do 
you derive from biting people and killing them?  The snake will 
say; ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון, the master of speech has no gain, and 
 They .לשון הרע explains that this refers to people who speak רש"י
will be humiliated together with the snake for their forbidden 
speech.  
***

The Gemara continues with three more teachings from ר' אמי.  A 
person’s prayers are not accepted אלא אם כן משים נפשו בכפו, 
unless he places his soul in his hands, meaning his prayers are 
sincere. This is based on the פסוק
 let us lift up our hearts with our hands towards ,נשא לבבנו אל כפים
Hashem. 
The Gemara challenges this from a verse in Tehillim that even 
insincere prayer is accepted.  The Gemara answers
כאן ביחיד כאן בציבור
An individual must pray sincerely for his prayers to be 
accepted, but communal prayers are accepted even though not 
everyone is praying sincerely.

 rain ,אין גשמים יורדין אלא בשביל בעלי אמנה also taught that ר' אמי
only falls because of people who are trustworthy in their 
business dealings, as the פסוק says
אמת מארץ תצמח
וצדק משמים נשקף
When truth will grow from the earth, through proper business 
dealings, then charity will look down from Heaven. Charity in 
the form of rain will be provided from Heaven.  

Finally, ר' אמי taught; כמה גדולים בעלי אמנה, how great are the 
people who have faith in Hashem. We know it from the חולדה 
 explains that a boy רש"י  .the story of the weasel and the pit ,ובור
saved a girl when she had fallen into a pit and they promised to 
marry each other, using the pit and a weasel as witnesses to their 
promise.  However, the boy married someone else.  When one 
of his children was killed by a weasel and the other fell into a pit 
and died, his wife asked what was going on and he told her 
about the promise.  She said they needed to get divorced so he 
could marry the other girl and fulfill his promise. If trust placed 
in a weasel and a pit is honored,
 someone who trusts in Hashem will ,המאמין בהקב"ה עאכ"ו
certainly have his trust honored.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss drought:
 and He will restrain ,ועצר את השמים explains the verse ריש לקיש
the Heavens. When Hashem holds back the rain דומה לאשה 
 it’s like a woman in labor that does not give ,שמחבלת ואינה יולדת
birth. This is like what ריש לקיש said in the name of בר קפרא that 
the following three terms
עצירה
לידה
פקידה
Are mentioned both in the context of rain, and regarding 
child-bearing women 
The Gemara cites pesukim that prove this point . 
***

The Gemara later on relates an incident regarding drought and 
famine. During the time of רבי שמואל בר נחמני there was a famine 
and a deathly plague. They could not pray for both, as the 
Gemara explains based on the verse ונצומה ונבקשה מאלהינו על זאת, 
and we fasted and requested from our Almighty concerning 
this, מכלל דאיכא אחריתי, “this” indicates that there was something 
else for which they did NOT pray at the same time. Since they 
could not Daven to end both the famine and the plague, they 
decided to Daven to end the deathly plague, וכפנא ניסבול, and 
endure the famine. However, רבי שמואל בר נחמני said they should 
Daven to end the famine, and the deathly plague would end as a 
result, because Hashem only provides food for the living. As the 
Posuk says;
פותח את ידך ומשביע לכל חי רצון
You open Your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss rain. ר' יצחק said that even 
during the times of great drought, like during the days of the 
prophet Eliyahu, rain falling on Erev Shabbos was a curse. רבה 
 said that the inconvenience of a rainy day is as bad as בר שילא
the day the Beis Din sits to adjudicate twice a week. אמימר said;
אי לא דצריך לברייתא
בעינן רחמי ומבטלינן ליה
If not for the fact that people need rain, we would Daven for it to 
be eliminated because of its inconvenience.

The Gemara continues with 3 more teachings from ר' יצחק.  He 
said;
שמש בשבת צדקה לעניים
Sun on Shabbos is a gift of Tzedaka to the poor because the sun 
heals the stomach disorders they may experience from eating 
the rich foods of Shabbos.
He also taught;
גדול יום הגשמים
שאפילו פרוטה שבכיס מתברכת בו
A day of rain is great because even a small coin in your purse is 
blessed through it. Rashi says this means that even businesses 
that do not need rain are blessed when it rains.
Finally, ר' יצחק taught;
אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
Blessing is only found in something hidden from the eye.

A related Beraisa is quoted;
 someone who enters his silo to measure his ,הנכנס למוד את גרנו
grain says a special Tefillah to request Hashem’s blessing on his 
grain.
 when he begins to actually measure he says a Brocha ,התחיל למוד
thanking Hashem for blessing his grain.
מדד ואח"כ בירך הרי זו תפלת שוא
לפי שאין הברכה מצויה
לא בדבר השקול
ולא בדבר המדוד
ולא בדבר המנוי
אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
If he measured first and then said the ברכה, the prayer is in vain 
because blessing cannot fall on anything that has been weighed, 
measured, or counted.  Only on something that is hidden from 
the eye.
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The Gemara in the previous Daf Darshened the following 
Posuk regarding rain;
אם קהה הברזל והוא לא פנים קלקל
If the iron is dull and you 
do not sharpen its edge.
וחילים יגבר ויתרון הכשיר חכמה
:לימוד התורה now Darshens this Posuk regarding ריש לקיש
אם ראית תלמיד שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
If a student has a hard time with his studies, it is
,בשביל משנתו שאינה סדורה עליו
It is because his learning is not arranged in an organized way. 
This is alluded to in the phrase והוא לא פנים קלקל he has distorted 
what should come first. Rashi explains that a person should first 
study Mishnayos well, and only then begin to study Gemara.
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 he should spend more time in Yeshiva where they ,ירבה בישיבה
organize and study Mishnayos.
כ"ש אם משנתו סדורה לו מעיקרא
He would have been better off if he had originally studied 
Mishnayos properly.
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He would review the Mishnayos 40 times corresponding to the 
40 days during which the Torah was given to משה and then he 
would go to ר' יוחנן to learn Gemara.
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He would review the Mishnayos 24 times corresponding to the 
24 books of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and then he 
would go to רבא to learn Gemara.

 and taught that if you see a student פסוק used the same רבא
 ,whose studies are as hard for him as iron שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
 it’s because his teacher did not show ,בשביל רבו שאינו מסביר לו פנים
him a cheerful face. His remedy is ירבה עליו רעים he should send 
many friends to speak to the teacher on his behalf. And 
certainly he would have succeeded in his studies if he had 
originally find favor in the eyes of his rebbe. 
==========

Rav Ami explained the next Posuk:
אם ישוך הנחש בלא לחש ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון
If the snake bites because it was not charmed then the master of 
speech has no advantage. He says this means that if the sky is 
the copper color of rust (נחשת, copper, and נחש share the same 
root) because the rain and dew are not falling,
בשביל לוחשי לחישות שאין בדור
It is because there are not enough people uttering softly, which 
 ילכו says refers to prayer which is said softly. The remedy is רש"י
 they should go to someone who knows how ,אצל מי שיודע ללחוש
to pray as the פסוק says יגיד עליו רעו, his friend should speak on 
his behalf. The Gemara explains the rest of the Posuk, ואין יתרון 
 This refers to someone who is able to pray but does  .לבעל הלשון
not, מה הנאה יש לו, what benefit does he gain from remaining 
silent?

If someone prayed and was not answered, the remedy is ילך אצל 
 go to the most pious man of the ,חסיד שבדור וירבה עליו בתפלה
generation and he should increase his prayers on behalf of the 
person who asked.  If a person prayed and was successful, and 
this causes him to become haughty, מביא אף לעולם, he brings 
Divine anger to the world as the פסוק says;
 there is an acquisition of anger because of his ,מקנה אף על עולה
rising up in haughtiness. 

 has another explanation of the earlier verse about the ריש לקיש
snake that bites:
לעתיד לבא מתקבצות ובאות כל החיות אצל הנחש
In the future, all the animals will gather around the snake and 
say;
 the lion claws its prey and eats it, the ,ארי דורס ואוכל זאב טורף ואוכל
wolf tears its prey and eats it. אתה מה הנאה יש לך, what benefit do 
you derive from biting people and killing them?  The snake will 
say; ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון, the master of speech has no gain, and 
 They .לשון הרע explains that this refers to people who speak רש"י
will be humiliated together with the snake for their forbidden 
speech.  
***

The Gemara continues with three more teachings from ר' אמי.  A 
person’s prayers are not accepted אלא אם כן משים נפשו בכפו, 
unless he places his soul in his hands, meaning his prayers are 
sincere. This is based on the פסוק
 let us lift up our hearts with our hands towards ,נשא לבבנו אל כפים
Hashem. 
The Gemara challenges this from a verse in Tehillim that even 
insincere prayer is accepted.  The Gemara answers
כאן ביחיד כאן בציבור
An individual must pray sincerely for his prayers to be 
accepted, but communal prayers are accepted even though not 
everyone is praying sincerely.

 rain ,אין גשמים יורדין אלא בשביל בעלי אמנה also taught that ר' אמי
only falls because of people who are trustworthy in their 
business dealings, as the פסוק says
אמת מארץ תצמח
וצדק משמים נשקף
When truth will grow from the earth, through proper business 
dealings, then charity will look down from Heaven. Charity in 
the form of rain will be provided from Heaven.  

Finally, ר' אמי taught; כמה גדולים בעלי אמנה, how great are the 
people who have faith in Hashem. We know it from the חולדה 
 explains that a boy רש"י  .the story of the weasel and the pit ,ובור
saved a girl when she had fallen into a pit and they promised to 
marry each other, using the pit and a weasel as witnesses to their 
promise.  However, the boy married someone else.  When one 
of his children was killed by a weasel and the other fell into a pit 
and died, his wife asked what was going on and he told her 
about the promise.  She said they needed to get divorced so he 
could marry the other girl and fulfill his promise. If trust placed 
in a weasel and a pit is honored,
 someone who trusts in Hashem will ,המאמין בהקב"ה עאכ"ו
certainly have his trust honored.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss drought:
 and He will restrain ,ועצר את השמים explains the verse ריש לקיש
the Heavens. When Hashem holds back the rain דומה לאשה 
 it’s like a woman in labor that does not give ,שמחבלת ואינה יולדת
birth. This is like what ריש לקיש said in the name of בר קפרא that 
the following three terms
עצירה
לידה
פקידה
Are mentioned both in the context of rain, and regarding 
child-bearing women 
The Gemara cites pesukim that prove this point . 
***

The Gemara later on relates an incident regarding drought and 
famine. During the time of רבי שמואל בר נחמני there was a famine 
and a deathly plague. They could not pray for both, as the 
Gemara explains based on the verse ונצומה ונבקשה מאלהינו על זאת, 
and we fasted and requested from our Almighty concerning 
this, מכלל דאיכא אחריתי, “this” indicates that there was something 
else for which they did NOT pray at the same time. Since they 
could not Daven to end both the famine and the plague, they 
decided to Daven to end the deathly plague, וכפנא ניסבול, and 
endure the famine. However, רבי שמואל בר נחמני said they should 
Daven to end the famine, and the deathly plague would end as a 
result, because Hashem only provides food for the living. As the 
Posuk says;
פותח את ידך ומשביע לכל חי רצון
You open Your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss rain. ר' יצחק said that even 
during the times of great drought, like during the days of the 
prophet Eliyahu, rain falling on Erev Shabbos was a curse. רבה 
 said that the inconvenience of a rainy day is as bad as בר שילא
the day the Beis Din sits to adjudicate twice a week. אמימר said;
אי לא דצריך לברייתא
בעינן רחמי ומבטלינן ליה
If not for the fact that people need rain, we would Daven for it to 
be eliminated because of its inconvenience.

The Gemara continues with 3 more teachings from ר' יצחק.  He 
said;
שמש בשבת צדקה לעניים
Sun on Shabbos is a gift of Tzedaka to the poor because the sun 
heals the stomach disorders they may experience from eating 
the rich foods of Shabbos.
He also taught;
גדול יום הגשמים
שאפילו פרוטה שבכיס מתברכת בו
A day of rain is great because even a small coin in your purse is 
blessed through it. Rashi says this means that even businesses 
that do not need rain are blessed when it rains.
Finally, ר' יצחק taught;
אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
Blessing is only found in something hidden from the eye.

A related Beraisa is quoted;
 someone who enters his silo to measure his ,הנכנס למוד את גרנו
grain says a special Tefillah to request Hashem’s blessing on his 
grain.
 when he begins to actually measure he says a Brocha ,התחיל למוד
thanking Hashem for blessing his grain.
מדד ואח"כ בירך הרי זו תפלת שוא
לפי שאין הברכה מצויה
לא בדבר השקול
ולא בדבר המדוד
ולא בדבר המנוי
אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
If he measured first and then said the ברכה, the prayer is in vain 
because blessing cannot fall on anything that has been weighed, 
measured, or counted.  Only on something that is hidden from 
the eye.
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So let's review… 

The Gemara in the previous Daf Darshened the following 
Posuk regarding rain;
אם קהה הברזל והוא לא פנים קלקל
If the iron is dull and you 
do not sharpen its edge.
וחילים יגבר ויתרון הכשיר חכמה
:לימוד התורה now Darshens this Posuk regarding ריש לקיש
אם ראית תלמיד שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
If a student has a hard time with his studies, it is
,בשביל משנתו שאינה סדורה עליו
It is because his learning is not arranged in an organized way. 
This is alluded to in the phrase והוא לא פנים קלקל he has distorted 
what should come first. Rashi explains that a person should first 
study Mishnayos well, and only then begin to study Gemara.
The remedy for this is
 he should spend more time in Yeshiva where they ,ירבה בישיבה
organize and study Mishnayos.
כ"ש אם משנתו סדורה לו מעיקרא
He would have been better off if he had originally studied 
Mishnayos properly.

An example of this is ריש לקיש himself.
ריש לקיש הוה מסדר מתני' ארבעין זמנין
כנגד מ' יום שניתנה תורה
ועייל לקמיה דר' יוחנן
He would review the Mishnayos 40 times corresponding to the 
40 days during which the Torah was given to משה and then he 
would go to ר' יוחנן to learn Gemara.
רב אדא בר אהבה
מסדר מתני' עשרין וארבע זמנין
כנגד תורה נביאים וכתובים
ועייל לקמיה דרבא
He would review the Mishnayos 24 times corresponding to the 
24 books of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and then he 
would go to רבא to learn Gemara.

 and taught that if you see a student פסוק used the same רבא
 ,whose studies are as hard for him as iron שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
 it’s because his teacher did not show ,בשביל רבו שאינו מסביר לו פנים
him a cheerful face. His remedy is ירבה עליו רעים he should send 
many friends to speak to the teacher on his behalf. And 
certainly he would have succeeded in his studies if he had 
originally find favor in the eyes of his rebbe. 
==========

Rav Ami explained the next Posuk:
אם ישוך הנחש בלא לחש ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון
If the snake bites because it was not charmed then the master of 
speech has no advantage. He says this means that if the sky is 
the copper color of rust (נחשת, copper, and נחש share the same 
root) because the rain and dew are not falling,
בשביל לוחשי לחישות שאין בדור
It is because there are not enough people uttering softly, which 
 ילכו says refers to prayer which is said softly. The remedy is רש"י
 they should go to someone who knows how ,אצל מי שיודע ללחוש
to pray as the פסוק says יגיד עליו רעו, his friend should speak on 
his behalf. The Gemara explains the rest of the Posuk, ואין יתרון 
 This refers to someone who is able to pray but does  .לבעל הלשון
not, מה הנאה יש לו, what benefit does he gain from remaining 
silent?

If someone prayed and was not answered, the remedy is ילך אצל 
 go to the most pious man of the ,חסיד שבדור וירבה עליו בתפלה
generation and he should increase his prayers on behalf of the 
person who asked.  If a person prayed and was successful, and 
this causes him to become haughty, מביא אף לעולם, he brings 
Divine anger to the world as the פסוק says;
 there is an acquisition of anger because of his ,מקנה אף על עולה
rising up in haughtiness. 

 has another explanation of the earlier verse about the ריש לקיש
snake that bites:
לעתיד לבא מתקבצות ובאות כל החיות אצל הנחש
In the future, all the animals will gather around the snake and 
say;
 the lion claws its prey and eats it, the ,ארי דורס ואוכל זאב טורף ואוכל
wolf tears its prey and eats it. אתה מה הנאה יש לך, what benefit do 
you derive from biting people and killing them?  The snake will 
say; ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון, the master of speech has no gain, and 
 They .לשון הרע explains that this refers to people who speak רש"י
will be humiliated together with the snake for their forbidden 
speech.  
***

The Gemara continues with three more teachings from ר' אמי.  A 
person’s prayers are not accepted אלא אם כן משים נפשו בכפו, 
unless he places his soul in his hands, meaning his prayers are 
sincere. This is based on the פסוק
 let us lift up our hearts with our hands towards ,נשא לבבנו אל כפים
Hashem. 
The Gemara challenges this from a verse in Tehillim that even 
insincere prayer is accepted.  The Gemara answers
כאן ביחיד כאן בציבור
An individual must pray sincerely for his prayers to be 
accepted, but communal prayers are accepted even though not 
everyone is praying sincerely.

 rain ,אין גשמים יורדין אלא בשביל בעלי אמנה also taught that ר' אמי
only falls because of people who are trustworthy in their 
business dealings, as the פסוק says
אמת מארץ תצמח
וצדק משמים נשקף
When truth will grow from the earth, through proper business 
dealings, then charity will look down from Heaven. Charity in 
the form of rain will be provided from Heaven.  

Finally, ר' אמי taught; כמה גדולים בעלי אמנה, how great are the 
people who have faith in Hashem. We know it from the חולדה 
 explains that a boy רש"י  .the story of the weasel and the pit ,ובור
saved a girl when she had fallen into a pit and they promised to 
marry each other, using the pit and a weasel as witnesses to their 
promise.  However, the boy married someone else.  When one 
of his children was killed by a weasel and the other fell into a pit 
and died, his wife asked what was going on and he told her 
about the promise.  She said they needed to get divorced so he 
could marry the other girl and fulfill his promise. If trust placed 
in a weasel and a pit is honored,
 someone who trusts in Hashem will ,המאמין בהקב"ה עאכ"ו
certainly have his trust honored.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss drought:
 and He will restrain ,ועצר את השמים explains the verse ריש לקיש
the Heavens. When Hashem holds back the rain דומה לאשה 
 it’s like a woman in labor that does not give ,שמחבלת ואינה יולדת
birth. This is like what ריש לקיש said in the name of בר קפרא that 
the following three terms
עצירה
לידה
פקידה
Are mentioned both in the context of rain, and regarding 
child-bearing women 
The Gemara cites pesukim that prove this point . 
***

The Gemara later on relates an incident regarding drought and 
famine. During the time of רבי שמואל בר נחמני there was a famine 
and a deathly plague. They could not pray for both, as the 
Gemara explains based on the verse ונצומה ונבקשה מאלהינו על זאת, 
and we fasted and requested from our Almighty concerning 
this, מכלל דאיכא אחריתי, “this” indicates that there was something 
else for which they did NOT pray at the same time. Since they 
could not Daven to end both the famine and the plague, they 
decided to Daven to end the deathly plague, וכפנא ניסבול, and 
endure the famine. However, רבי שמואל בר נחמני said they should 
Daven to end the famine, and the deathly plague would end as a 
result, because Hashem only provides food for the living. As the 
Posuk says;
פותח את ידך ומשביע לכל חי רצון
You open Your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss rain. ר' יצחק said that even 
during the times of great drought, like during the days of the 
prophet Eliyahu, rain falling on Erev Shabbos was a curse. רבה 
 said that the inconvenience of a rainy day is as bad as בר שילא
the day the Beis Din sits to adjudicate twice a week. אמימר said;
אי לא דצריך לברייתא
בעינן רחמי ומבטלינן ליה
If not for the fact that people need rain, we would Daven for it to 
be eliminated because of its inconvenience.

The Gemara continues with 3 more teachings from ר' יצחק.  He 
said;
שמש בשבת צדקה לעניים
Sun on Shabbos is a gift of Tzedaka to the poor because the sun 
heals the stomach disorders they may experience from eating 
the rich foods of Shabbos.
He also taught;
גדול יום הגשמים
שאפילו פרוטה שבכיס מתברכת בו
A day of rain is great because even a small coin in your purse is 
blessed through it. Rashi says this means that even businesses 
that do not need rain are blessed when it rains.
Finally, ר' יצחק taught;
אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
Blessing is only found in something hidden from the eye.
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A related Beraisa is quoted;
 someone who enters his silo to measure his ,הנכנס למוד את גרנו
grain says a special Tefillah to request Hashem’s blessing on his 
grain.
 when he begins to actually measure he says a Brocha ,התחיל למוד
thanking Hashem for blessing his grain.
מדד ואח"כ בירך הרי זו תפלת שוא
לפי שאין הברכה מצויה
לא בדבר השקול
ולא בדבר המדוד
ולא בדבר המנוי
אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
If he measured first and then said the ברכה, the prayer is in vain 
because blessing cannot fall on anything that has been weighed, 
measured, or counted.  Only on something that is hidden from 
the eye.
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ריש לקיש

א� ישו� הנחש
בלא לחש
ואי� יתרו�

לבעל הלשו�

לעתיד לבא
מתקבצות ובאות כל החיות

אצל הנחש
In the future, all the 
animals will gather

around the snake and say

ארי דור� ואוכל
זאב טור� ואוכל

אתה מה הנאה יש ל�

ואי יתרו
!לבעל הלשו

People who speak לשון הרע will be humiliated
together with the snake for their forbidden speech!

If someone prayed
and was not answered

 the remedy is
יל� אצל ח�יד שבדור

וירבה עליו בתפלה

If someone prayed
and was answered

and became haughty
מביא א� לעול�

מקנה א
 על עולה

 רבי אמי
א� ישו� הנחש

בלא לחש
ואי� יתרו�

לבעל הלשו�

If the snake bites
because it wasn’t

    charmed… 
the master of speech

has no advantage

If the sky is the 
copper color of rust  

because the rain and 
dew are not falling

בשביל לוחשי לחישות שאין בדור
It is because there are 

not enough people 
uttering prayers softly

ואי� יתרו�
לבעל הלשו�

Someone who is able to pray but does not
what benefit does he gain ,מה הנאה יש לו 

by remaining silent?



בס"ד
Intro 
Today we will בע''ה learn דף ח of מס' תענית
Some of the topics we will learn about include the following:

How to achieve success in learning Torah

How to prevent drought

Improving our chances for prayers to be accepted

Further discussion about drought and the need for rain

  
Some of the key terms and concepts we will learn about 
include:

.Forbidden speech - לשון הרע

 Blessing is only - אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר שאין העין שולטת בו
found in something that is hidden from the eye.
 

So let's review… 

The Gemara in the previous Daf Darshened the following 
Posuk regarding rain;
אם קהה הברזל והוא לא פנים קלקל
If the iron is dull and you 
do not sharpen its edge.
וחילים יגבר ויתרון הכשיר חכמה
:לימוד התורה now Darshens this Posuk regarding ריש לקיש
אם ראית תלמיד שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
If a student has a hard time with his studies, it is
,בשביל משנתו שאינה סדורה עליו
It is because his learning is not arranged in an organized way. 
This is alluded to in the phrase והוא לא פנים קלקל he has distorted 
what should come first. Rashi explains that a person should first 
study Mishnayos well, and only then begin to study Gemara.
The remedy for this is
 he should spend more time in Yeshiva where they ,ירבה בישיבה
organize and study Mishnayos.
כ"ש אם משנתו סדורה לו מעיקרא
He would have been better off if he had originally studied 
Mishnayos properly.

An example of this is ריש לקיש himself.
ריש לקיש הוה מסדר מתני' ארבעין זמנין
כנגד מ' יום שניתנה תורה
ועייל לקמיה דר' יוחנן
He would review the Mishnayos 40 times corresponding to the 
40 days during which the Torah was given to משה and then he 
would go to ר' יוחנן to learn Gemara.
רב אדא בר אהבה
מסדר מתני' עשרין וארבע זמנין
כנגד תורה נביאים וכתובים
ועייל לקמיה דרבא
He would review the Mishnayos 24 times corresponding to the 
24 books of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and then he 
would go to רבא to learn Gemara.

 and taught that if you see a student פסוק used the same רבא
 ,whose studies are as hard for him as iron שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
 it’s because his teacher did not show ,בשביל רבו שאינו מסביר לו פנים
him a cheerful face. His remedy is ירבה עליו רעים he should send 
many friends to speak to the teacher on his behalf. And 
certainly he would have succeeded in his studies if he had 
originally find favor in the eyes of his rebbe. 
==========

Rav Ami explained the next Posuk:
אם ישוך הנחש בלא לחש ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון
If the snake bites because it was not charmed then the master of 
speech has no advantage. He says this means that if the sky is 
the copper color of rust (נחשת, copper, and נחש share the same 
root) because the rain and dew are not falling,
בשביל לוחשי לחישות שאין בדור
It is because there are not enough people uttering softly, which 
 ילכו says refers to prayer which is said softly. The remedy is רש"י
 they should go to someone who knows how ,אצל מי שיודע ללחוש
to pray as the פסוק says יגיד עליו רעו, his friend should speak on 
his behalf. The Gemara explains the rest of the Posuk, ואין יתרון 
 This refers to someone who is able to pray but does  .לבעל הלשון
not, מה הנאה יש לו, what benefit does he gain from remaining 
silent?

If someone prayed and was not answered, the remedy is ילך אצל 
 go to the most pious man of the ,חסיד שבדור וירבה עליו בתפלה
generation and he should increase his prayers on behalf of the 
person who asked.  If a person prayed and was successful, and 
this causes him to become haughty, מביא אף לעולם, he brings 
Divine anger to the world as the פסוק says;
 there is an acquisition of anger because of his ,מקנה אף על עולה
rising up in haughtiness. 

 has another explanation of the earlier verse about the ריש לקיש
snake that bites:
לעתיד לבא מתקבצות ובאות כל החיות אצל הנחש
In the future, all the animals will gather around the snake and 
say;
 the lion claws its prey and eats it, the ,ארי דורס ואוכל זאב טורף ואוכל
wolf tears its prey and eats it. אתה מה הנאה יש לך, what benefit do 
you derive from biting people and killing them?  The snake will 
say; ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון, the master of speech has no gain, and 
 They .לשון הרע explains that this refers to people who speak רש"י
will be humiliated together with the snake for their forbidden 
speech.  
***

The Gemara continues with three more teachings from ר' אמי.  A 
person’s prayers are not accepted אלא אם כן משים נפשו בכפו, 
unless he places his soul in his hands, meaning his prayers are 
sincere. This is based on the פסוק
 let us lift up our hearts with our hands towards ,נשא לבבנו אל כפים
Hashem. 
The Gemara challenges this from a verse in Tehillim that even 
insincere prayer is accepted.  The Gemara answers
כאן ביחיד כאן בציבור
An individual must pray sincerely for his prayers to be 
accepted, but communal prayers are accepted even though not 
everyone is praying sincerely.

 rain ,אין גשמים יורדין אלא בשביל בעלי אמנה also taught that ר' אמי
only falls because of people who are trustworthy in their 
business dealings, as the פסוק says
אמת מארץ תצמח
וצדק משמים נשקף
When truth will grow from the earth, through proper business 
dealings, then charity will look down from Heaven. Charity in 
the form of rain will be provided from Heaven.  

Finally, ר' אמי taught; כמה גדולים בעלי אמנה, how great are the 
people who have faith in Hashem. We know it from the חולדה 
 explains that a boy רש"י  .the story of the weasel and the pit ,ובור
saved a girl when she had fallen into a pit and they promised to 
marry each other, using the pit and a weasel as witnesses to their 
promise.  However, the boy married someone else.  When one 
of his children was killed by a weasel and the other fell into a pit 
and died, his wife asked what was going on and he told her 
about the promise.  She said they needed to get divorced so he 
could marry the other girl and fulfill his promise. If trust placed 
in a weasel and a pit is honored,
 someone who trusts in Hashem will ,המאמין בהקב"ה עאכ"ו
certainly have his trust honored.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss drought:
 and He will restrain ,ועצר את השמים explains the verse ריש לקיש
the Heavens. When Hashem holds back the rain דומה לאשה 
 it’s like a woman in labor that does not give ,שמחבלת ואינה יולדת
birth. This is like what ריש לקיש said in the name of בר קפרא that 
the following three terms
עצירה
לידה
פקידה
Are mentioned both in the context of rain, and regarding 
child-bearing women 
The Gemara cites pesukim that prove this point . 
***

The Gemara later on relates an incident regarding drought and 
famine. During the time of רבי שמואל בר נחמני there was a famine 
and a deathly plague. They could not pray for both, as the 
Gemara explains based on the verse ונצומה ונבקשה מאלהינו על זאת, 
and we fasted and requested from our Almighty concerning 
this, מכלל דאיכא אחריתי, “this” indicates that there was something 
else for which they did NOT pray at the same time. Since they 
could not Daven to end both the famine and the plague, they 
decided to Daven to end the deathly plague, וכפנא ניסבול, and 
endure the famine. However, רבי שמואל בר נחמני said they should 
Daven to end the famine, and the deathly plague would end as a 
result, because Hashem only provides food for the living. As the 
Posuk says;
פותח את ידך ומשביע לכל חי רצון
You open Your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss rain. ר' יצחק said that even 
during the times of great drought, like during the days of the 
prophet Eliyahu, rain falling on Erev Shabbos was a curse. רבה 
 said that the inconvenience of a rainy day is as bad as בר שילא
the day the Beis Din sits to adjudicate twice a week. אמימר said;
אי לא דצריך לברייתא
בעינן רחמי ומבטלינן ליה
If not for the fact that people need rain, we would Daven for it to 
be eliminated because of its inconvenience.

The Gemara continues with 3 more teachings from ר' יצחק.  He 
said;
שמש בשבת צדקה לעניים
Sun on Shabbos is a gift of Tzedaka to the poor because the sun 
heals the stomach disorders they may experience from eating 
the rich foods of Shabbos.
He also taught;
גדול יום הגשמים
שאפילו פרוטה שבכיס מתברכת בו
A day of rain is great because even a small coin in your purse is 
blessed through it. Rashi says this means that even businesses 
that do not need rain are blessed when it rains.
Finally, ר' יצחק taught;
אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
Blessing is only found in something hidden from the eye.
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A related Beraisa is quoted;
 someone who enters his silo to measure his ,הנכנס למוד את גרנו
grain says a special Tefillah to request Hashem’s blessing on his 
grain.
 when he begins to actually measure he says a Brocha ,התחיל למוד
thanking Hashem for blessing his grain.
מדד ואח"כ בירך הרי זו תפלת שוא
לפי שאין הברכה מצויה
לא בדבר השקול
ולא בדבר המדוד
ולא בדבר המנוי
אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
If he measured first and then said the ברכה, the prayer is in vain 
because blessing cannot fall on anything that has been weighed, 
measured, or counted.  Only on something that is hidden from 
the eye.
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The Gemara continues to discuss drought

ועצר את השמי�
ריש לקיש

When Hashem holds back the rain
דומה לאשה שמחבלת ואינה יולדת

עצירה - לידה - פקידה

והיינו דאמר ריש לקיש משו� בר קפרא
נאמרה עצירה בגשמי� ונאמרה עצירה באשה

Are mentioned both in the context of rain
and regarding child-bearing women 

 רבי אמי

אין תפלתו
של אדם נשמעת

אלא אם כן
משים נפשו בכפו

His prayers 
are sincere

נשא לבבנו
אל כפי�

אין גשמים
יורדין

אלא בשביל
בעלי אמנה

People who are 
trustworthy in 
their business 

dealings

אמת מאר� תצמח

וצדק משמי� נשק

כמה גדולים
בעלי אמנה

ומה המאמין
בחולדה ובור
כך המאמין

בהקב"ה עאכ"ו

The boy who 
saved a girl 

when she had 
fallen into a pit 

promised to 
marry her



בס"ד
Intro 
Today we will בע''ה learn דף ח of מס' תענית
Some of the topics we will learn about include the following:

How to achieve success in learning Torah

How to prevent drought

Improving our chances for prayers to be accepted

Further discussion about drought and the need for rain

  
Some of the key terms and concepts we will learn about 
include:

.Forbidden speech - לשון הרע

 Blessing is only - אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר שאין העין שולטת בו
found in something that is hidden from the eye.
 

So let's review… 

The Gemara in the previous Daf Darshened the following 
Posuk regarding rain;
אם קהה הברזל והוא לא פנים קלקל
If the iron is dull and you 
do not sharpen its edge.
וחילים יגבר ויתרון הכשיר חכמה
:לימוד התורה now Darshens this Posuk regarding ריש לקיש
אם ראית תלמיד שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
If a student has a hard time with his studies, it is
,בשביל משנתו שאינה סדורה עליו
It is because his learning is not arranged in an organized way. 
This is alluded to in the phrase והוא לא פנים קלקל he has distorted 
what should come first. Rashi explains that a person should first 
study Mishnayos well, and only then begin to study Gemara.
The remedy for this is
 he should spend more time in Yeshiva where they ,ירבה בישיבה
organize and study Mishnayos.
כ"ש אם משנתו סדורה לו מעיקרא
He would have been better off if he had originally studied 
Mishnayos properly.

An example of this is ריש לקיש himself.
ריש לקיש הוה מסדר מתני' ארבעין זמנין
כנגד מ' יום שניתנה תורה
ועייל לקמיה דר' יוחנן
He would review the Mishnayos 40 times corresponding to the 
40 days during which the Torah was given to משה and then he 
would go to ר' יוחנן to learn Gemara.
רב אדא בר אהבה
מסדר מתני' עשרין וארבע זמנין
כנגד תורה נביאים וכתובים
ועייל לקמיה דרבא
He would review the Mishnayos 24 times corresponding to the 
24 books of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and then he 
would go to רבא to learn Gemara.

 and taught that if you see a student פסוק used the same רבא
 ,whose studies are as hard for him as iron שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
 it’s because his teacher did not show ,בשביל רבו שאינו מסביר לו פנים
him a cheerful face. His remedy is ירבה עליו רעים he should send 
many friends to speak to the teacher on his behalf. And 
certainly he would have succeeded in his studies if he had 
originally find favor in the eyes of his rebbe. 
==========

Rav Ami explained the next Posuk:
אם ישוך הנחש בלא לחש ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון
If the snake bites because it was not charmed then the master of 
speech has no advantage. He says this means that if the sky is 
the copper color of rust (נחשת, copper, and נחש share the same 
root) because the rain and dew are not falling,
בשביל לוחשי לחישות שאין בדור
It is because there are not enough people uttering softly, which 
 ילכו says refers to prayer which is said softly. The remedy is רש"י
 they should go to someone who knows how ,אצל מי שיודע ללחוש
to pray as the פסוק says יגיד עליו רעו, his friend should speak on 
his behalf. The Gemara explains the rest of the Posuk, ואין יתרון 
 This refers to someone who is able to pray but does  .לבעל הלשון
not, מה הנאה יש לו, what benefit does he gain from remaining 
silent?

If someone prayed and was not answered, the remedy is ילך אצל 
 go to the most pious man of the ,חסיד שבדור וירבה עליו בתפלה
generation and he should increase his prayers on behalf of the 
person who asked.  If a person prayed and was successful, and 
this causes him to become haughty, מביא אף לעולם, he brings 
Divine anger to the world as the פסוק says;
 there is an acquisition of anger because of his ,מקנה אף על עולה
rising up in haughtiness. 

 has another explanation of the earlier verse about the ריש לקיש
snake that bites:
לעתיד לבא מתקבצות ובאות כל החיות אצל הנחש
In the future, all the animals will gather around the snake and 
say;
 the lion claws its prey and eats it, the ,ארי דורס ואוכל זאב טורף ואוכל
wolf tears its prey and eats it. אתה מה הנאה יש לך, what benefit do 
you derive from biting people and killing them?  The snake will 
say; ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון, the master of speech has no gain, and 
 They .לשון הרע explains that this refers to people who speak רש"י
will be humiliated together with the snake for their forbidden 
speech.  
***

The Gemara continues with three more teachings from ר' אמי.  A 
person’s prayers are not accepted אלא אם כן משים נפשו בכפו, 
unless he places his soul in his hands, meaning his prayers are 
sincere. This is based on the פסוק
 let us lift up our hearts with our hands towards ,נשא לבבנו אל כפים
Hashem. 
The Gemara challenges this from a verse in Tehillim that even 
insincere prayer is accepted.  The Gemara answers
כאן ביחיד כאן בציבור
An individual must pray sincerely for his prayers to be 
accepted, but communal prayers are accepted even though not 
everyone is praying sincerely.

 rain ,אין גשמים יורדין אלא בשביל בעלי אמנה also taught that ר' אמי
only falls because of people who are trustworthy in their 
business dealings, as the פסוק says
אמת מארץ תצמח
וצדק משמים נשקף
When truth will grow from the earth, through proper business 
dealings, then charity will look down from Heaven. Charity in 
the form of rain will be provided from Heaven.  

Finally, ר' אמי taught; כמה גדולים בעלי אמנה, how great are the 
people who have faith in Hashem. We know it from the חולדה 
 explains that a boy רש"י  .the story of the weasel and the pit ,ובור
saved a girl when she had fallen into a pit and they promised to 
marry each other, using the pit and a weasel as witnesses to their 
promise.  However, the boy married someone else.  When one 
of his children was killed by a weasel and the other fell into a pit 
and died, his wife asked what was going on and he told her 
about the promise.  She said they needed to get divorced so he 
could marry the other girl and fulfill his promise. If trust placed 
in a weasel and a pit is honored,
 someone who trusts in Hashem will ,המאמין בהקב"ה עאכ"ו
certainly have his trust honored.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss drought:
 and He will restrain ,ועצר את השמים explains the verse ריש לקיש
the Heavens. When Hashem holds back the rain דומה לאשה 
 it’s like a woman in labor that does not give ,שמחבלת ואינה יולדת
birth. This is like what ריש לקיש said in the name of בר קפרא that 
the following three terms
עצירה
לידה
פקידה
Are mentioned both in the context of rain, and regarding 
child-bearing women 
The Gemara cites pesukim that prove this point . 
***

The Gemara later on relates an incident regarding drought and 
famine. During the time of רבי שמואל בר נחמני there was a famine 
and a deathly plague. They could not pray for both, as the 
Gemara explains based on the verse ונצומה ונבקשה מאלהינו על זאת, 
and we fasted and requested from our Almighty concerning 
this, מכלל דאיכא אחריתי, “this” indicates that there was something 
else for which they did NOT pray at the same time. Since they 
could not Daven to end both the famine and the plague, they 
decided to Daven to end the deathly plague, וכפנא ניסבול, and 
endure the famine. However, רבי שמואל בר נחמני said they should 
Daven to end the famine, and the deathly plague would end as a 
result, because Hashem only provides food for the living. As the 
Posuk says;
פותח את ידך ומשביע לכל חי רצון
You open Your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss rain. ר' יצחק said that even 
during the times of great drought, like during the days of the 
prophet Eliyahu, rain falling on Erev Shabbos was a curse. רבה 
 said that the inconvenience of a rainy day is as bad as בר שילא
the day the Beis Din sits to adjudicate twice a week. אמימר said;
אי לא דצריך לברייתא
בעינן רחמי ומבטלינן ליה
If not for the fact that people need rain, we would Daven for it to 
be eliminated because of its inconvenience.

The Gemara continues with 3 more teachings from ר' יצחק.  He 
said;
שמש בשבת צדקה לעניים
Sun on Shabbos is a gift of Tzedaka to the poor because the sun 
heals the stomach disorders they may experience from eating 
the rich foods of Shabbos.
He also taught;
גדול יום הגשמים
שאפילו פרוטה שבכיס מתברכת בו
A day of rain is great because even a small coin in your purse is 
blessed through it. Rashi says this means that even businesses 
that do not need rain are blessed when it rains.
Finally, ר' יצחק taught;
אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
Blessing is only found in something hidden from the eye.
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A related Beraisa is quoted;
 someone who enters his silo to measure his ,הנכנס למוד את גרנו
grain says a special Tefillah to request Hashem’s blessing on his 
grain.
 when he begins to actually measure he says a Brocha ,התחיל למוד
thanking Hashem for blessing his grain.
מדד ואח"כ בירך הרי זו תפלת שוא
לפי שאין הברכה מצויה
לא בדבר השקול
ולא בדבר המדוד
ולא בדבר המנוי
אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
If he measured first and then said the ברכה, the prayer is in vain 
because blessing cannot fall on anything that has been weighed, 
measured, or counted.  Only on something that is hidden from 
the eye.
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ר' יצחק

שמש בשבת
צדקה לעניים

The sun heals the 
stomach disorders 

they may have
from the rich 
Shabbos food

גדול יום הגשמים
שאפילו

פרוטה שבכיס
מתברכת בו

Even businesses 
that do not need 
rain are blessed 

when it rains

 אין הברכה
 מצויה אלא

 בדבר הסמוי
מן העין

Blessing is only 
found in 

something 
hidden from the 

eye

 אמימררבה בר שילאר' יצחק
Rain 

falling on Erev 
Shabbos
is a curse

A rainy day
is as bad as
the day the 
Beis Din sits

 אי לא דצרי�
לברייתא

 בעינ רחמי
ומבטלינ ליה

The Gemara continues to discuss famine

During the time of רבי שמואל בר נחמני 
there was a

FAMINE and a DEATHLY PLAGUE

They could not pray for both
because it says:

ונצומה ונבקשה מאלהינו על זאת

מכלל דאיכא אחרית
there was something else for which
     they did NOT pray at the same time

 רבי שמואל בר נחמני
advised then to Daven to end the famine, 

and the deathly plague would end as a result, 
because Hashem only provides food for the living. 

As the Posuk says;
פותח את יד� ומשביע לכל חי רצו�



בס"ד
Intro 
Today we will בע''ה learn דף ח of מס' תענית
Some of the topics we will learn about include the following:

How to achieve success in learning Torah

How to prevent drought

Improving our chances for prayers to be accepted

Further discussion about drought and the need for rain

  
Some of the key terms and concepts we will learn about 
include:

.Forbidden speech - לשון הרע

 Blessing is only - אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר שאין העין שולטת בו
found in something that is hidden from the eye.
 

So let's review… 

The Gemara in the previous Daf Darshened the following 
Posuk regarding rain;
אם קהה הברזל והוא לא פנים קלקל
If the iron is dull and you 
do not sharpen its edge.
וחילים יגבר ויתרון הכשיר חכמה
:לימוד התורה now Darshens this Posuk regarding ריש לקיש
אם ראית תלמיד שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
If a student has a hard time with his studies, it is
,בשביל משנתו שאינה סדורה עליו
It is because his learning is not arranged in an organized way. 
This is alluded to in the phrase והוא לא פנים קלקל he has distorted 
what should come first. Rashi explains that a person should first 
study Mishnayos well, and only then begin to study Gemara.
The remedy for this is
 he should spend more time in Yeshiva where they ,ירבה בישיבה
organize and study Mishnayos.
כ"ש אם משנתו סדורה לו מעיקרא
He would have been better off if he had originally studied 
Mishnayos properly.

An example of this is ריש לקיש himself.
ריש לקיש הוה מסדר מתני' ארבעין זמנין
כנגד מ' יום שניתנה תורה
ועייל לקמיה דר' יוחנן
He would review the Mishnayos 40 times corresponding to the 
40 days during which the Torah was given to משה and then he 
would go to ר' יוחנן to learn Gemara.
רב אדא בר אהבה
מסדר מתני' עשרין וארבע זמנין
כנגד תורה נביאים וכתובים
ועייל לקמיה דרבא
He would review the Mishnayos 24 times corresponding to the 
24 books of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and then he 
would go to רבא to learn Gemara.

 and taught that if you see a student פסוק used the same רבא
 ,whose studies are as hard for him as iron שלמודו קשה עליו כברזל
 it’s because his teacher did not show ,בשביל רבו שאינו מסביר לו פנים
him a cheerful face. His remedy is ירבה עליו רעים he should send 
many friends to speak to the teacher on his behalf. And 
certainly he would have succeeded in his studies if he had 
originally find favor in the eyes of his rebbe. 
==========

Rav Ami explained the next Posuk:
אם ישוך הנחש בלא לחש ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון
If the snake bites because it was not charmed then the master of 
speech has no advantage. He says this means that if the sky is 
the copper color of rust (נחשת, copper, and נחש share the same 
root) because the rain and dew are not falling,
בשביל לוחשי לחישות שאין בדור
It is because there are not enough people uttering softly, which 
 ילכו says refers to prayer which is said softly. The remedy is רש"י
 they should go to someone who knows how ,אצל מי שיודע ללחוש
to pray as the פסוק says יגיד עליו רעו, his friend should speak on 
his behalf. The Gemara explains the rest of the Posuk, ואין יתרון 
 This refers to someone who is able to pray but does  .לבעל הלשון
not, מה הנאה יש לו, what benefit does he gain from remaining 
silent?

If someone prayed and was not answered, the remedy is ילך אצל 
 go to the most pious man of the ,חסיד שבדור וירבה עליו בתפלה
generation and he should increase his prayers on behalf of the 
person who asked.  If a person prayed and was successful, and 
this causes him to become haughty, מביא אף לעולם, he brings 
Divine anger to the world as the פסוק says;
 there is an acquisition of anger because of his ,מקנה אף על עולה
rising up in haughtiness. 

 has another explanation of the earlier verse about the ריש לקיש
snake that bites:
לעתיד לבא מתקבצות ובאות כל החיות אצל הנחש
In the future, all the animals will gather around the snake and 
say;
 the lion claws its prey and eats it, the ,ארי דורס ואוכל זאב טורף ואוכל
wolf tears its prey and eats it. אתה מה הנאה יש לך, what benefit do 
you derive from biting people and killing them?  The snake will 
say; ואין יתרון לבעל הלשון, the master of speech has no gain, and 
 They .לשון הרע explains that this refers to people who speak רש"י
will be humiliated together with the snake for their forbidden 
speech.  
***

The Gemara continues with three more teachings from ר' אמי.  A 
person’s prayers are not accepted אלא אם כן משים נפשו בכפו, 
unless he places his soul in his hands, meaning his prayers are 
sincere. This is based on the פסוק
 let us lift up our hearts with our hands towards ,נשא לבבנו אל כפים
Hashem. 
The Gemara challenges this from a verse in Tehillim that even 
insincere prayer is accepted.  The Gemara answers
כאן ביחיד כאן בציבור
An individual must pray sincerely for his prayers to be 
accepted, but communal prayers are accepted even though not 
everyone is praying sincerely.

 rain ,אין גשמים יורדין אלא בשביל בעלי אמנה also taught that ר' אמי
only falls because of people who are trustworthy in their 
business dealings, as the פסוק says
אמת מארץ תצמח
וצדק משמים נשקף
When truth will grow from the earth, through proper business 
dealings, then charity will look down from Heaven. Charity in 
the form of rain will be provided from Heaven.  

Finally, ר' אמי taught; כמה גדולים בעלי אמנה, how great are the 
people who have faith in Hashem. We know it from the חולדה 
 explains that a boy רש"י  .the story of the weasel and the pit ,ובור
saved a girl when she had fallen into a pit and they promised to 
marry each other, using the pit and a weasel as witnesses to their 
promise.  However, the boy married someone else.  When one 
of his children was killed by a weasel and the other fell into a pit 
and died, his wife asked what was going on and he told her 
about the promise.  She said they needed to get divorced so he 
could marry the other girl and fulfill his promise. If trust placed 
in a weasel and a pit is honored,
 someone who trusts in Hashem will ,המאמין בהקב"ה עאכ"ו
certainly have his trust honored.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss drought:
 and He will restrain ,ועצר את השמים explains the verse ריש לקיש
the Heavens. When Hashem holds back the rain דומה לאשה 
 it’s like a woman in labor that does not give ,שמחבלת ואינה יולדת
birth. This is like what ריש לקיש said in the name of בר קפרא that 
the following three terms
עצירה
לידה
פקידה
Are mentioned both in the context of rain, and regarding 
child-bearing women 
The Gemara cites pesukim that prove this point . 
***

The Gemara later on relates an incident regarding drought and 
famine. During the time of רבי שמואל בר נחמני there was a famine 
and a deathly plague. They could not pray for both, as the 
Gemara explains based on the verse ונצומה ונבקשה מאלהינו על זאת, 
and we fasted and requested from our Almighty concerning 
this, מכלל דאיכא אחריתי, “this” indicates that there was something 
else for which they did NOT pray at the same time. Since they 
could not Daven to end both the famine and the plague, they 
decided to Daven to end the deathly plague, וכפנא ניסבול, and 
endure the famine. However, רבי שמואל בר נחמני said they should 
Daven to end the famine, and the deathly plague would end as a 
result, because Hashem only provides food for the living. As the 
Posuk says;
פותח את ידך ומשביע לכל חי רצון
You open Your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing.
***

The Gemara continues to discuss rain. ר' יצחק said that even 
during the times of great drought, like during the days of the 
prophet Eliyahu, rain falling on Erev Shabbos was a curse. רבה 
 said that the inconvenience of a rainy day is as bad as בר שילא
the day the Beis Din sits to adjudicate twice a week. אמימר said;
אי לא דצריך לברייתא
בעינן רחמי ומבטלינן ליה
If not for the fact that people need rain, we would Daven for it to 
be eliminated because of its inconvenience.

The Gemara continues with 3 more teachings from ר' יצחק.  He 
said;
שמש בשבת צדקה לעניים
Sun on Shabbos is a gift of Tzedaka to the poor because the sun 
heals the stomach disorders they may experience from eating 
the rich foods of Shabbos.
He also taught;
גדול יום הגשמים
שאפילו פרוטה שבכיס מתברכת בו
A day of rain is great because even a small coin in your purse is 
blessed through it. Rashi says this means that even businesses 
that do not need rain are blessed when it rains.
Finally, ר' יצחק taught;
אין הברכה מצויה אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
Blessing is only found in something hidden from the eye.

A related Beraisa is quoted;
 someone who enters his silo to measure his ,הנכנס למוד את גרנו
grain says a special Tefillah to request Hashem’s blessing on his 
grain.
 when he begins to actually measure he says a Brocha ,התחיל למוד
thanking Hashem for blessing his grain.
מדד ואח"כ בירך הרי זו תפלת שוא
לפי שאין הברכה מצויה
לא בדבר השקול
ולא בדבר המדוד
ולא בדבר המנוי
אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין
If he measured first and then said the ברכה, the prayer is in vain 
because blessing cannot fall on anything that has been weighed, 
measured, or counted.  Only on something that is hidden from 
the eye.
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11 11 תנו רבנן
דהנכנס למוד את גרנו

אומר יר"מ ה' אלהינו
שתשלח ברכה במעשה ידינו

התחיל למוד
אומר ברוך השולחה ברכה בכרי הזה

מדד ואח"כ בירך
 הרי זו תפלת שוא

לפי שאין הברכה מצויה
לא בדבר השקול ולא בדבר המדוד

ולא בדבר המנוי
אלא בדבר הסמוי מן העין


