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Intro

Beruchim Haboim

Today, B’ezras Hashem, we begin nma non, which
primarily deals with the many Halachos and scenarios of
the Mitzvah of Yibum.

If a married man dies without leaving any living
offspring, the Torah commands his brother to marry his
surviving wife. This Mitzvah is call o —

As the Torah says:

ITN' D'NX QW' D

When brothers dwell together
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And one of them dies without a child
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The wife of the deceased brother shall not marry outside
the family, but rather

NN’ NWXT 17 0N Yy X' nnae

Her na, which is her deceased husband’s brother, shall
take her as his wife and perform Yibum with her.

The basic idea behind this Mitzvah is that by marrying
her, and hopefully having a child with her, the brother
keeps his deceased brother’s name alive —

wwm mw anne k1 - S0 that his name will not be erased from
Klal Yisroel.

If the brother refuses to marry her then he must perform
nxysn, whereby, in front of Bais Din, she removes one of

his shoes, spits and proclaims;

I'NX N2 NX N1 KT IWR UIKI NWY DD —

So is done to the man who will not build the house of his
brother.

nwn is similar to a va - for whereas beforehand she was
tied to the brother and was unable to marry anyone else,
after nysn she is permitted to marry anyone she wishes.
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What is unique about this mitzvah is that although,
generally there is an nx nwx 0w — One is forbidden to
marry his brother’s wife, even after the brother’s death,
under the penalty of n»> — this Issur is suspended in a
situation of oy, since the mitzvah cannot be performed
otherwise.

However, other nimy miox are not suspended for o' nixn.
On the contrary, there is no any oipma o nivn. In a case
where the nna is an nrw to the o - for example a man
married his brother’s daughter and then died childless,
his surviving wife would fall for Yibum to her own
father - which is of course an nrny ~iox. This additional ~ow
any is not suspended - and therefore, since the nna is an
anw to the na no yibbum - or chalitzah for that matter - is
required.
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Our first Mishnah lists 15 ninw that would be exempt
from the Mitzvah of Yibbum - and also introduces the
concept that if the deceased brother had numerous
wives, and only one of them is an any to the nay, but the
other wives - referred to as nnx - are NOT an iy to the
oa, nevertheless, they are also ws from nia. And, since
she is o, she is actually ~iox to marry the o2, because of
the nivn oipna x9w nx nex viow. She is forbidden to the na as
his brother’s wife in a non-Yibum situation.

However, the above mentioned s is only where there is
only one ox. But where there are more brothers, to whom
the nnar is not an any, there IS a ny“ni o arn by one of the
other brothers.
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‘ So let’s review...
B’Ezras Hashem we begin Meseches Yevomos
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1o from Yibum, but so is her co-wife (ay) - as well as the fmhpmilat In‘ nxssnn in

co-wife’s future co-wife.
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Zugt de Mishna...
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15 nimw - who are themselves ~ws from Yibum, also
exempt their co wives from Yibum.

The first one is: ima
The case is as follows: 3 .

Reuven, Shimon & Levi are brothers. Tl e f” st case 1s. .. ‘n:
Shimon married Reuven’s daughter mw.

Shimon also has another wife apan. The 2 wives are

considered a m to each other, being that they both seek brothery 71" ] vnm ]:]Rj

the attention of their shared husband.
VV(a/mle/ ’Dw%’f
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If Shimon dies without leaving any children Sarah and ]:1&1
Rivkah fall for Yibum — One of Shimon’s brothers must
marry one of them.

’
’ [}
Now, being that nw is the daughter of Reuven - not only P - ’
can Reuven not be m’Yabem Sarah because she is an NPAN-=- w 2 R4
Ervah to him - but he also cannot be m’Yabem Rivkah, NI 00 ' )
her mx.

However, since nw is not related to Levi, the other ]:11(1
brother, both she and her anx fall for Yibum to him, and
Levi needs to marry one of them.

If Levi went ahead and married npa, and he also had
another unrelated wife, 101 - and then died without
leaving any children, both npan and 1m are exempt from
Yibum, since the only other brother left is Reuven, and
npn was already previously exempt from him as a my of
Sarah, Ruvane’s daughter - and forever remains niox to

' him as nx nwx. Therefore, HER anx - that is 9m - referred to
in the Mishna as jnnnx ninx - is now also exempt from
Yibum as a nny nw.
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The next eight cases in the Mishnah follow a similar
pattern where Shimon married Sarah - his brother
Reuven's nry - with the only difference being in how
Sarah is an any to Reuven.

2&3-

N2 N

OR

112 na

Sarah is an any to Reuvane either because her mother or
father is Reuven’s child. In other words, she’s his
granddaughter

-4- inwx m
Sarah is an any to Reuvane because her mother is
Reuven’s wife.

And in the case of

INWX ¥ N2 ma

OR

INWKX ¥ Nnna ma

Sarah is an nny to Reuvane because either her mother’s
mother or father’s mother — her grandmother is
Reuven’s wife.
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Sarah is an nny to Reuvane because she is the mother of
Reuven’s wife — She’s his mother-in-law.

8&9 -

Inmn ox

OR

I'mn DX

Sarah is an any to Reuvane because she is the mother of
either Reuven’s mother-in-law, or Reuven’s father-in-
law.

In all of the above cases, if Shimon dies without leaving
any children either nw or apn fall for Yibum - and one of
them must marry one of their husband’s brothers.

Now, being that mw is an any to Reuvane - not only can
Reuven not be m’Yabem Sarah because she is an Ervah
to him - but he also cannot be m’Yabem Rivkah, her mx.

The 10th case in the Mishna is: mxn ininx

In this case, Avrohom who had a son Reuvane from a
previous marriage, married Sarah who had a daughter
Leah, from a previous marriage.

Together they had a son Shimon.

If Reuven married Leah who is unrelated to him, and
later died without any children, Shimon cannot be nan
Leah, because she is mxn iminx — his maternal sister.
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The 11th case in the mishna is: mx ninx

This too, is a case where Avrohom who had a son
Reuvane from a previous marriage married Sarah, and
together they had a son Shimon.

If Reuven married Leah - Sarah’s sister who is unrelated
to him - and later died without any children, Shimon
cannot be nan Leah, because she is - mx ninx - his mother’s
sister.

In the 12th case of: inwx ninx
Reuvane and Shimon, two brothers, married two sisters
Rochel and Leah.

If Reuven died without any children, Shimon cannot be
oan Rochel, because she is mwx nink - his wife’s sister.

Case number 13 is: mxn rnx nux

Avrohom who has a son Reuven marries Sarah who has
a son Levi — both from a previous marriage — and
together have a son Shimon.

Levi marries Leah, an unrelated woman, and then
divorces her or dies. There is no issue of Yibum at this
point.

Rueven, who was not related to Levi, may marry Leah,
because she is not rnx nux - and if he then dies without
leaving any children.

Shimon cannot be nan Leah, because she’s mxn rnx nux
from Levi, his maternal brother.

Although o usually overrides the nx nwx ~iow - However,
Yibum only overrides the Issur nx nox of the brother who
is the cause of Mitzvas Yibum - in this case Reuven - but
Yibum does not override an Issur nx nwx of another
brother - in this case Levi.
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The 14th case is: mywa an ¥9w rnx nwx

Reuvane and Shimon are two brothers.

Reuvane who is married to Sarah died without leaving
any children.

Levi, a third brother is then born. Levi cannot be
m’Yabim Sarah since Reuven and Levi were not alive on
this world together.

Therefore if Shimon was m’yabim Sarah, as required,
and then dies without leaving any children, Levi still
cannot be m’yabum Sarah, even though Levi and
Shimon were alive together, because Sarah remains ~ox
to Levi from the original nx nwx aiox of Reuven.

The 15th and final case is: in'
Reuvane and Shimon are two brothers.
Reuvane’s son Yitzchok married Sarah.

Yitzchok then dies and Shimon marries Sarah.

If Shimon then dies without leaving any children,
Reuven cannot be nan Sarah, because she is inn - his
former daughter-in-law who remains an ary to him even
after his son died.

The Mishnah continues:

[N'NNX DNXIE[R'ANY NI 19X 0
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The Mishnabh first proceeds to describe the scenario of
exempting ey, their co-wives from o ny'n:

Dedicated By:
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In a case where there are only two brothers:

Shimon married Reuven’s daughter mw. Shimon also has
another wife ap1y, who is not related to Reuven. When
Shimon dies, Sarah, the nna potentially falls to her father
for nia, but is e because she is an Ervah of ina to her
father Reuven, the pa. Therefore, the nny Rivka is also s,
even though she is NOT an Ervah to Reuven.

As the Gemara on 1 91 teaches, we derive from a Posuk
that wherever one wife is an arv to the Yavam, all other
wives, nny ny are also as.

However, this is only where there are but two brothers,
Shimon the 9a, and Reuven the na, to whom one of the
nma is an Ervah.

But if there is a third brother Levi, to whom both nmar are
NOT an Ervabh, they are bound to him for Yibum.

The Mishnah then goes on to explain the scenario of ninx
nny, the co-wives of their co-wives:

YN I'NKT DRI N2 DIX DTN

nniANR DR 11

nIud IN2 NXY DWd

mIuS NNIX NIX P

The nx Rivka married the third brother Levi - who is the
second px - as required — and he has another unrelated
wife 4m.

When Levi dies, both of his wives fall for Yibum to
Reuven. Even though neither one is an original Ervah to
Reuven, they are both wws. Why?

Because, Rivka IS an Ervah to Reuven the nar — since she
had once before fallen to him for Yibum from Shimon —
and since at that time they were s from nix because she
was ima my, she became an Ervah of nivn nijpma x9w nx nwx
which remains forever. Therefore, when she now falls to
Reuven for Yibum from the third brother Levi, she is an
Ervah of nx nwx, who exempts herself, and HER my
Rochel, from Yibum.
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The Mishnah continues:

NN INYNIY IN [WIAN] IR X' IX 1NN DX |']|3|
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This essentially means that the s of nrny nx is only
when the nny AND the nnv my were both wives of the wa
at the time of nnm, when the Mitzvah of Yibum takes
effect - and since the any is s, the any mx is also ws.

However, if the any was no longer the wife of the wa at
the time of death, she is not included in the Mitzvah of
Yibum - and the other wife cannot be considered a nx
any if the nny was not in the marriage at that time.
Therefore, the my may — and actually MUST have Yibum
or Chalitzah with the Yavam.

The Mishnah concludes;

nINm X1 (kN 0N DI

nnarnn X7 NYIIN nnax

Any one of the nrmv who was a mop, a minor, who could
have performed jxn but did not do so, her nx must
perform ay4n, but may not perform on:.

As Rashi explains; the marriage of the any to the wa was
only a p7 purrp, while the marriage of the my to the wa
was a xnuxT purr. Therefore, the my must perform nxn,
because xnmixm, she is NOT a any ny, and therefore ainn
ona. However, she may not perform i, because jnam
she IS a any n1y, and i wwe.
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