
Intro
 
Today we will בע"ה learn דף ל“ח of מס' יומא -
The topics we will learn about include:
 
The gemara describes the miracles that occurred with the 
copper doors of Niknor that he brought from Egypt specifically 
for use in the Bais HaMikdash.
 

After the previous Mishnah mentioned several cases of people 
who were commended by the Chachamim for what they did in 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Mishnah on this Daf will cite other 
cases where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.The gemara will go into each case in further 
detail, and will explain that 3 out of the 4 were in fact acting לשם 
.שמים
 

The Perek concludes with many Drashas about the concept of a 
Tzaddik and his important role in this world, as well as several 
drashos stressing the importance of trying one’s best to improve 
oneself in this world.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:
 
זכר צדיק לברכה
These words, which come from a פסוק in משלי, denote the 
concept that the memory of a Tzadik and his good deeds bring 
blessing and benefit to the generation after he leaves this world.
 

והייתם נקיים מה‘ ומישראל
A person must be pure and above suspicion in the eyes of 
people, in the same way that he must be pure in the Eyes of 
HaShem
 
וצדיק יסוד עולם
There is one Tzaddik in every generation, whose zechus and 
merit act to protect and benefit the entire world.

So let’s review…..
 
Our Shiur began with a Braisa elaborating on the words of the 
Mishnah,
- ניקנור נעשו נסים לדלתותיו
The Braisa relates that Niknor had gone to Egypt to obtain 
special doors for the Beis HaMikdash. On his return trip, the 
ocean became terribly stormy. One door was thrown into the 
raging waters, but did not calm the storm. They were about to 
throw the second door into the sea, when Niknor held on to the 
remaining door and said that they could only throw this door in 
together with him. Only then did the storm abate. Niknor was 
still upset about the lost door, until they arrived at port in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the second door was right there bobbing in the 
water alongside the boat.
 לפיכך כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני
שנעשו בו נסים
Whereas, all the doors in the Beis HaMikdash were eventually 
replaced with gold doors, the copper doors of Niknor remained 
in place for posterity because of these miracles
==========

After the previous Mishna had mentioned several cases of 
people who were commended by the Chachamim for what they 
did in the Bais HaMikdash, the next Mishna cites other cases 
where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.
Zugt di Mishnah:
- ואלו לגנאי
The following are mentioned for shameful behavior.
 
- של בית גרמו לא רצו ללמד על מעשה לחם הפנים
The Garmo family did not want to share their knowledge of 
how to prepare the Lechem HaPanim.

The Braisa adds that the Chachamim tried bringing workers 
from Alexandria who supposedly also had this knowledge. 
However these new workers did not have the proper skills and 
their breads would spoil or break apart, and the Chachamim had 
to pay the Garmo family a high fee until they agreed to come 
back to work in the Bais HaMikdash.

Bais Garmo defended itself by saying that they had a מסורה that 
the Bais HaMikdash will one day be destroyed and their 
knowledge might ח“ו be used for Avoda Zara. However,

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצא ביד בניהם פת נקייה מעולם
The do deserve praise for the fact that their children would 
never go out with bread made from fine flour, so that nobody 
would suspect them of eating from the Lechem HaPanim.
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
==========

- של בית אבטינס לא רצו ללמד על מעשה הקטורת
The Avtinas family did not want to share their knowledge on 
how to prepare the Ketores Spices. They knew the identity of 
the special spice called מעלה עשן which caused the smoke of the 
Ketores to rise straight up. 

The Braisa relates a similar episode with experts of Alexandria 
who did not know the identity of this spice, etc.
The Avtinas family likewise defended itself for fear of their 
knowledge might someday be used for Avoda Zarah. However;

 בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצאת אשה משל אחד מהן מבושמת
מעולם
None of their women or daughters-in-law would ever wear 
perfume, so that they would not be suspected of misusing the 
.spices for personal use קטרת
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
 

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri related an incident that a family 
member of Avtinas gave him a secret list of the ingredients of 
the קטרת, saying that as long as there were family members 
alive, they would not reveal it.

Rebbe Akiva, realizing that their secrecy was sincere, said;
- מעתה אסור לספר בגנותן של אלו
We may not disparage Beis Avtinas anymore.
 

The Braisa concludes;
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו
ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא
As Rashi explains;
אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים
Your livelihood is not from man, but from Hashem - Therefore, 
no one can take away what is meant for you.

The Mishnah continues;
- הוגרס בן לוי היה יודע פרק בשיר ולא רצה ללמד
Hugras Ben Levi had incredible musical talent that he did not 
want to share.
He was able to produce particularly beautiful sounds by putting 
his thumb in his mouth and his finger above his top lip, which 
would astound the Kohanim in the Bais HaMikdash.
Tosfos Yeshanim cites the Tosefta that he too was concerned 
that it might later be used for Avoda Zarah.
 

- בן קמצר לא רצה ללמד על מעשה הכתב
Ben Kamtzar did not want to teach his special technique of 
writing.
He was able to place four pens between his fingers and write 
Hashem’s name of four letters simultaneously.
 
The gemara says about these 4 families:
כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם בן קמצר לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
Beis Garmo, Beis Avtinas and Hugras Ben Levi found a 
defense, but Ben Katzar could not provide any defense.
 

The Mishnah and the Braisa conclude;
על הראשונים נאמר (משלי י) זכר צדיק לברכה
ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר ושם רשעים ירקב

The gemara also derives from ושם רשעים ירקב -
- דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child with the name of a Rasha.
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The gemara next cites several teachings about the concept of a 
Tzaddik.
 
אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד עולם נברא
It is worth creating the entire world even for one Tzaddik who 
follows properly in the path of HaShem.
שנאמר וירא אלהים את האור כי טוב ואין טוב אלא צדיק
 

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם עד שנברא צדיק כמותו
A Tzaddik never leaves this world until a new Tzaddik is born 
that will replace him.
שנאמר וזרח השמש ובא השמש
עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא שצדיקים מועטין עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור
HaShem saw that the number of true Tzaddikim in all the 
generations would be few - therefore, He spread them out 
throughout the generations, so that there will be Tzadikim in 
every generation.
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Intro
 
Today we will בע"ה learn דף ל“ח of מס' יומא -
The topics we will learn about include:
 
The gemara describes the miracles that occurred with the 
copper doors of Niknor that he brought from Egypt specifically 
for use in the Bais HaMikdash.
 

After the previous Mishnah mentioned several cases of people 
who were commended by the Chachamim for what they did in 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Mishnah on this Daf will cite other 
cases where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.The gemara will go into each case in further 
detail, and will explain that 3 out of the 4 were in fact acting לשם 
.שמים
 

The Perek concludes with many Drashas about the concept of a 
Tzaddik and his important role in this world, as well as several 
drashos stressing the importance of trying one’s best to improve 
oneself in this world.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:
 
זכר צדיק לברכה
These words, which come from a פסוק in משלי, denote the 
concept that the memory of a Tzadik and his good deeds bring 
blessing and benefit to the generation after he leaves this world.
 

והייתם נקיים מה‘ ומישראל
A person must be pure and above suspicion in the eyes of 
people, in the same way that he must be pure in the Eyes of 
HaShem
 
וצדיק יסוד עולם
There is one Tzaddik in every generation, whose zechus and 
merit act to protect and benefit the entire world.

So let’s review…..
 
Our Shiur began with a Braisa elaborating on the words of the 
Mishnah,
- ניקנור נעשו נסים לדלתותיו
The Braisa relates that Niknor had gone to Egypt to obtain 
special doors for the Beis HaMikdash. On his return trip, the 
ocean became terribly stormy. One door was thrown into the 
raging waters, but did not calm the storm. They were about to 
throw the second door into the sea, when Niknor held on to the 
remaining door and said that they could only throw this door in 
together with him. Only then did the storm abate. Niknor was 
still upset about the lost door, until they arrived at port in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the second door was right there bobbing in the 
water alongside the boat.
 לפיכך כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני
שנעשו בו נסים
Whereas, all the doors in the Beis HaMikdash were eventually 
replaced with gold doors, the copper doors of Niknor remained 
in place for posterity because of these miracles
==========

After the previous Mishna had mentioned several cases of 
people who were commended by the Chachamim for what they 
did in the Bais HaMikdash, the next Mishna cites other cases 
where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.
Zugt di Mishnah:
- ואלו לגנאי
The following are mentioned for shameful behavior.
 
- של בית גרמו לא רצו ללמד על מעשה לחם הפנים
The Garmo family did not want to share their knowledge of 
how to prepare the Lechem HaPanim.

The Braisa adds that the Chachamim tried bringing workers 
from Alexandria who supposedly also had this knowledge. 
However these new workers did not have the proper skills and 
their breads would spoil or break apart, and the Chachamim had 
to pay the Garmo family a high fee until they agreed to come 
back to work in the Bais HaMikdash.

Bais Garmo defended itself by saying that they had a מסורה that 
the Bais HaMikdash will one day be destroyed and their 
knowledge might ח“ו be used for Avoda Zara. However,

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצא ביד בניהם פת נקייה מעולם
The do deserve praise for the fact that their children would 
never go out with bread made from fine flour, so that nobody 
would suspect them of eating from the Lechem HaPanim.
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
==========

- של בית אבטינס לא רצו ללמד על מעשה הקטורת
The Avtinas family did not want to share their knowledge on 
how to prepare the Ketores Spices. They knew the identity of 
the special spice called מעלה עשן which caused the smoke of the 
Ketores to rise straight up. 

The Braisa relates a similar episode with experts of Alexandria 
who did not know the identity of this spice, etc.
The Avtinas family likewise defended itself for fear of their 
knowledge might someday be used for Avoda Zarah. However;

 בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצאת אשה משל אחד מהן מבושמת
מעולם
None of their women or daughters-in-law would ever wear 
perfume, so that they would not be suspected of misusing the 
.spices for personal use קטרת
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
 

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri related an incident that a family 
member of Avtinas gave him a secret list of the ingredients of 
the קטרת, saying that as long as there were family members 
alive, they would not reveal it.

Rebbe Akiva, realizing that their secrecy was sincere, said;
- מעתה אסור לספר בגנותן של אלו
We may not disparage Beis Avtinas anymore.
 

The Braisa concludes;
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו
ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא
As Rashi explains;
אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים
Your livelihood is not from man, but from Hashem - Therefore, 
no one can take away what is meant for you.

The Mishnah continues;
- הוגרס בן לוי היה יודע פרק בשיר ולא רצה ללמד
Hugras Ben Levi had incredible musical talent that he did not 
want to share.
He was able to produce particularly beautiful sounds by putting 
his thumb in his mouth and his finger above his top lip, which 
would astound the Kohanim in the Bais HaMikdash.
Tosfos Yeshanim cites the Tosefta that he too was concerned 
that it might later be used for Avoda Zarah.
 

- בן קמצר לא רצה ללמד על מעשה הכתב
Ben Kamtzar did not want to teach his special technique of 
writing.
He was able to place four pens between his fingers and write 
Hashem’s name of four letters simultaneously.
 
The gemara says about these 4 families:
כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם בן קמצר לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
Beis Garmo, Beis Avtinas and Hugras Ben Levi found a 
defense, but Ben Katzar could not provide any defense.
 

The Mishnah and the Braisa conclude;
על הראשונים נאמר (משלי י) זכר צדיק לברכה
ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר ושם רשעים ירקב

The gemara also derives from ושם רשעים ירקב -
- דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child with the name of a Rasha.
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The gemara next cites several teachings about the concept of a 
Tzaddik.
 
אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד עולם נברא
It is worth creating the entire world even for one Tzaddik who 
follows properly in the path of HaShem.
שנאמר וירא אלהים את האור כי טוב ואין טוב אלא צדיק
 

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם עד שנברא צדיק כמותו
A Tzaddik never leaves this world until a new Tzaddik is born 
that will replace him.
שנאמר וזרח השמש ובא השמש
עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא שצדיקים מועטין עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור
HaShem saw that the number of true Tzaddikim in all the 
generations would be few - therefore, He spread them out 
throughout the generations, so that there will be Tzadikim in 
every generation.
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The topics we will learn about include:
 
The gemara describes the miracles that occurred with the 
copper doors of Niknor that he brought from Egypt specifically 
for use in the Bais HaMikdash.
 

After the previous Mishnah mentioned several cases of people 
who were commended by the Chachamim for what they did in 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Mishnah on this Daf will cite other 
cases where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.The gemara will go into each case in further 
detail, and will explain that 3 out of the 4 were in fact acting לשם 
.שמים
 

The Perek concludes with many Drashas about the concept of a 
Tzaddik and his important role in this world, as well as several 
drashos stressing the importance of trying one’s best to improve 
oneself in this world.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:
 
זכר צדיק לברכה
These words, which come from a פסוק in משלי, denote the 
concept that the memory of a Tzadik and his good deeds bring 
blessing and benefit to the generation after he leaves this world.
 

והייתם נקיים מה‘ ומישראל
A person must be pure and above suspicion in the eyes of 
people, in the same way that he must be pure in the Eyes of 
HaShem
 
וצדיק יסוד עולם
There is one Tzaddik in every generation, whose zechus and 
merit act to protect and benefit the entire world.

So let’s review…..
 
Our Shiur began with a Braisa elaborating on the words of the 
Mishnah,
- ניקנור נעשו נסים לדלתותיו
The Braisa relates that Niknor had gone to Egypt to obtain 
special doors for the Beis HaMikdash. On his return trip, the 
ocean became terribly stormy. One door was thrown into the 
raging waters, but did not calm the storm. They were about to 
throw the second door into the sea, when Niknor held on to the 
remaining door and said that they could only throw this door in 
together with him. Only then did the storm abate. Niknor was 
still upset about the lost door, until they arrived at port in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the second door was right there bobbing in the 
water alongside the boat.
 לפיכך כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני
שנעשו בו נסים
Whereas, all the doors in the Beis HaMikdash were eventually 
replaced with gold doors, the copper doors of Niknor remained 
in place for posterity because of these miracles
==========

After the previous Mishna had mentioned several cases of 
people who were commended by the Chachamim for what they 
did in the Bais HaMikdash, the next Mishna cites other cases 
where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.
Zugt di Mishnah:
- ואלו לגנאי
The following are mentioned for shameful behavior.
 
- של בית גרמו לא רצו ללמד על מעשה לחם הפנים
The Garmo family did not want to share their knowledge of 
how to prepare the Lechem HaPanim.

The Braisa adds that the Chachamim tried bringing workers 
from Alexandria who supposedly also had this knowledge. 
However these new workers did not have the proper skills and 
their breads would spoil or break apart, and the Chachamim had 
to pay the Garmo family a high fee until they agreed to come 
back to work in the Bais HaMikdash.

Bais Garmo defended itself by saying that they had a מסורה that 
the Bais HaMikdash will one day be destroyed and their 
knowledge might ח“ו be used for Avoda Zara. However,

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצא ביד בניהם פת נקייה מעולם
The do deserve praise for the fact that their children would 
never go out with bread made from fine flour, so that nobody 
would suspect them of eating from the Lechem HaPanim.
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
==========

- של בית אבטינס לא רצו ללמד על מעשה הקטורת
The Avtinas family did not want to share their knowledge on 
how to prepare the Ketores Spices. They knew the identity of 
the special spice called מעלה עשן which caused the smoke of the 
Ketores to rise straight up. 

The Braisa relates a similar episode with experts of Alexandria 
who did not know the identity of this spice, etc.
The Avtinas family likewise defended itself for fear of their 
knowledge might someday be used for Avoda Zarah. However;

 בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצאת אשה משל אחד מהן מבושמת
מעולם
None of their women or daughters-in-law would ever wear 
perfume, so that they would not be suspected of misusing the 
.spices for personal use קטרת
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
 

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri related an incident that a family 
member of Avtinas gave him a secret list of the ingredients of 
the קטרת, saying that as long as there were family members 
alive, they would not reveal it.
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Rebbe Akiva, realizing that their secrecy was sincere, said;
- מעתה אסור לספר בגנותן של אלו
We may not disparage Beis Avtinas anymore.
 

The Braisa concludes;
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו
ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא
As Rashi explains;
אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים
Your livelihood is not from man, but from Hashem - Therefore, 
no one can take away what is meant for you.

The Mishnah continues;
- הוגרס בן לוי היה יודע פרק בשיר ולא רצה ללמד
Hugras Ben Levi had incredible musical talent that he did not 
want to share.
He was able to produce particularly beautiful sounds by putting 
his thumb in his mouth and his finger above his top lip, which 
would astound the Kohanim in the Bais HaMikdash.
Tosfos Yeshanim cites the Tosefta that he too was concerned 
that it might later be used for Avoda Zarah.
 

- בן קמצר לא רצה ללמד על מעשה הכתב
Ben Kamtzar did not want to teach his special technique of 
writing.
He was able to place four pens between his fingers and write 
Hashem’s name of four letters simultaneously.
 
The gemara says about these 4 families:
כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם בן קמצר לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
Beis Garmo, Beis Avtinas and Hugras Ben Levi found a 
defense, but Ben Katzar could not provide any defense.
 

The Mishnah and the Braisa conclude;
על הראשונים נאמר (משלי י) זכר צדיק לברכה
ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר ושם רשעים ירקב

The gemara also derives from ושם רשעים ירקב -
- דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child with the name of a Rasha.
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The gemara next cites several teachings about the concept of a 
Tzaddik.
 
אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד עולם נברא
It is worth creating the entire world even for one Tzaddik who 
follows properly in the path of HaShem.
שנאמר וירא אלהים את האור כי טוב ואין טוב אלא צדיק
 

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם עד שנברא צדיק כמותו
A Tzaddik never leaves this world until a new Tzaddik is born 
that will replace him.
שנאמר וזרח השמש ובא השמש
עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא שצדיקים מועטין עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור
HaShem saw that the number of true Tzaddikim in all the 
generations would be few - therefore, He spread them out 
throughout the generations, so that there will be Tzadikim in 
every generation.

The chachamim
had to pay the Garmo Family

a high fee
until they agreed

to come back and work

ברייתא:
The Chachamim tried bringing

workers from Alexandria
Their breads

would spoil or break apart

משנה:
ואלו לגנאי...

של בית גרמו
לא רצו ללמד

על מעשה לחם הפנים

ברייתא:
ניקנור

נעשו נסים
לדלתותיו

לפיכך                   
כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב

                  חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני שנעשו בו נסים

ח
מזר

רב
מע

צפו�

דרו�



Intro
 
Today we will בע"ה learn דף ל“ח of מס' יומא -
The topics we will learn about include:
 
The gemara describes the miracles that occurred with the 
copper doors of Niknor that he brought from Egypt specifically 
for use in the Bais HaMikdash.
 

After the previous Mishnah mentioned several cases of people 
who were commended by the Chachamim for what they did in 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Mishnah on this Daf will cite other 
cases where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.The gemara will go into each case in further 
detail, and will explain that 3 out of the 4 were in fact acting לשם 
.שמים
 

The Perek concludes with many Drashas about the concept of a 
Tzaddik and his important role in this world, as well as several 
drashos stressing the importance of trying one’s best to improve 
oneself in this world.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:
 
זכר צדיק לברכה
These words, which come from a פסוק in משלי, denote the 
concept that the memory of a Tzadik and his good deeds bring 
blessing and benefit to the generation after he leaves this world.
 

והייתם נקיים מה‘ ומישראל
A person must be pure and above suspicion in the eyes of 
people, in the same way that he must be pure in the Eyes of 
HaShem
 
וצדיק יסוד עולם
There is one Tzaddik in every generation, whose zechus and 
merit act to protect and benefit the entire world.

So let’s review…..
 
Our Shiur began with a Braisa elaborating on the words of the 
Mishnah,
- ניקנור נעשו נסים לדלתותיו
The Braisa relates that Niknor had gone to Egypt to obtain 
special doors for the Beis HaMikdash. On his return trip, the 
ocean became terribly stormy. One door was thrown into the 
raging waters, but did not calm the storm. They were about to 
throw the second door into the sea, when Niknor held on to the 
remaining door and said that they could only throw this door in 
together with him. Only then did the storm abate. Niknor was 
still upset about the lost door, until they arrived at port in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the second door was right there bobbing in the 
water alongside the boat.
 לפיכך כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני
שנעשו בו נסים
Whereas, all the doors in the Beis HaMikdash were eventually 
replaced with gold doors, the copper doors of Niknor remained 
in place for posterity because of these miracles
==========

After the previous Mishna had mentioned several cases of 
people who were commended by the Chachamim for what they 
did in the Bais HaMikdash, the next Mishna cites other cases 
where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.
Zugt di Mishnah:
- ואלו לגנאי
The following are mentioned for shameful behavior.
 
- של בית גרמו לא רצו ללמד על מעשה לחם הפנים
The Garmo family did not want to share their knowledge of 
how to prepare the Lechem HaPanim.

The Braisa adds that the Chachamim tried bringing workers 
from Alexandria who supposedly also had this knowledge. 
However these new workers did not have the proper skills and 
their breads would spoil or break apart, and the Chachamim had 
to pay the Garmo family a high fee until they agreed to come 
back to work in the Bais HaMikdash.

Bais Garmo defended itself by saying that they had a מסורה that 
the Bais HaMikdash will one day be destroyed and their 
knowledge might ח“ו be used for Avoda Zara. However,

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצא ביד בניהם פת נקייה מעולם
The do deserve praise for the fact that their children would 
never go out with bread made from fine flour, so that nobody 
would suspect them of eating from the Lechem HaPanim.
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
==========

- של בית אבטינס לא רצו ללמד על מעשה הקטורת
The Avtinas family did not want to share their knowledge on 
how to prepare the Ketores Spices. They knew the identity of 
the special spice called מעלה עשן which caused the smoke of the 
Ketores to rise straight up. 

The Braisa relates a similar episode with experts of Alexandria 
who did not know the identity of this spice, etc.
The Avtinas family likewise defended itself for fear of their 
knowledge might someday be used for Avoda Zarah. However;

 בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצאת אשה משל אחד מהן מבושמת
מעולם
None of their women or daughters-in-law would ever wear 
perfume, so that they would not be suspected of misusing the 
.spices for personal use קטרת
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
 

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri related an incident that a family 
member of Avtinas gave him a secret list of the ingredients of 
the קטרת, saying that as long as there were family members 
alive, they would not reveal it.

יומא דף לח
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Rebbe Akiva, realizing that their secrecy was sincere, said;
- מעתה אסור לספר בגנותן של אלו
We may not disparage Beis Avtinas anymore.
 

The Braisa concludes;
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו
ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא
As Rashi explains;
אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים
Your livelihood is not from man, but from Hashem - Therefore, 
no one can take away what is meant for you.

The Mishnah continues;
- הוגרס בן לוי היה יודע פרק בשיר ולא רצה ללמד
Hugras Ben Levi had incredible musical talent that he did not 
want to share.
He was able to produce particularly beautiful sounds by putting 
his thumb in his mouth and his finger above his top lip, which 
would astound the Kohanim in the Bais HaMikdash.
Tosfos Yeshanim cites the Tosefta that he too was concerned 
that it might later be used for Avoda Zarah.
 

- בן קמצר לא רצה ללמד על מעשה הכתב
Ben Kamtzar did not want to teach his special technique of 
writing.
He was able to place four pens between his fingers and write 
Hashem’s name of four letters simultaneously.
 
The gemara says about these 4 families:
כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם בן קמצר לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
Beis Garmo, Beis Avtinas and Hugras Ben Levi found a 
defense, but Ben Katzar could not provide any defense.
 

The Mishnah and the Braisa conclude;
על הראשונים נאמר (משלי י) זכר צדיק לברכה
ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר ושם רשעים ירקב

The gemara also derives from ושם רשעים ירקב -
- דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child with the name of a Rasha.
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The gemara next cites several teachings about the concept of a 
Tzaddik.
 
אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד עולם נברא
It is worth creating the entire world even for one Tzaddik who 
follows properly in the path of HaShem.
שנאמר וירא אלהים את האור כי טוב ואין טוב אלא צדיק
 

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם עד שנברא צדיק כמותו
A Tzaddik never leaves this world until a new Tzaddik is born 
that will replace him.
שנאמר וזרח השמש ובא השמש
עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא שצדיקים מועטין עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור
HaShem saw that the number of true Tzaddikim in all the 
generations would be few - therefore, He spread them out 
throughout the generations, so that there will be Tzadikim in 
every generation.

משנה:
של בית אבטינס
לא רצו ללמד

על מעשה הקטורת

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח

שלא יצא ביד בניהם
פת נקייה מעולם

So nobody should suspect them
         of eating from the לחם הפנים

לקיים מה שנאמר
והיית� נקיי� מה' ומישראל

 They defended themselves...
When the Bais HaMikdash

would be destroyed
their knowledge

might be used for Avoda Zara



Intro
 
Today we will בע"ה learn דף ל“ח of מס' יומא -
The topics we will learn about include:
 
The gemara describes the miracles that occurred with the 
copper doors of Niknor that he brought from Egypt specifically 
for use in the Bais HaMikdash.
 

After the previous Mishnah mentioned several cases of people 
who were commended by the Chachamim for what they did in 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Mishnah on this Daf will cite other 
cases where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.The gemara will go into each case in further 
detail, and will explain that 3 out of the 4 were in fact acting לשם 
.שמים
 

The Perek concludes with many Drashas about the concept of a 
Tzaddik and his important role in this world, as well as several 
drashos stressing the importance of trying one’s best to improve 
oneself in this world.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:
 
זכר צדיק לברכה
These words, which come from a פסוק in משלי, denote the 
concept that the memory of a Tzadik and his good deeds bring 
blessing and benefit to the generation after he leaves this world.
 

והייתם נקיים מה‘ ומישראל
A person must be pure and above suspicion in the eyes of 
people, in the same way that he must be pure in the Eyes of 
HaShem
 
וצדיק יסוד עולם
There is one Tzaddik in every generation, whose zechus and 
merit act to protect and benefit the entire world.

So let’s review…..
 
Our Shiur began with a Braisa elaborating on the words of the 
Mishnah,
- ניקנור נעשו נסים לדלתותיו
The Braisa relates that Niknor had gone to Egypt to obtain 
special doors for the Beis HaMikdash. On his return trip, the 
ocean became terribly stormy. One door was thrown into the 
raging waters, but did not calm the storm. They were about to 
throw the second door into the sea, when Niknor held on to the 
remaining door and said that they could only throw this door in 
together with him. Only then did the storm abate. Niknor was 
still upset about the lost door, until they arrived at port in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the second door was right there bobbing in the 
water alongside the boat.
 לפיכך כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני
שנעשו בו נסים
Whereas, all the doors in the Beis HaMikdash were eventually 
replaced with gold doors, the copper doors of Niknor remained 
in place for posterity because of these miracles
==========

After the previous Mishna had mentioned several cases of 
people who were commended by the Chachamim for what they 
did in the Bais HaMikdash, the next Mishna cites other cases 
where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.
Zugt di Mishnah:
- ואלו לגנאי
The following are mentioned for shameful behavior.
 
- של בית גרמו לא רצו ללמד על מעשה לחם הפנים
The Garmo family did not want to share their knowledge of 
how to prepare the Lechem HaPanim.

The Braisa adds that the Chachamim tried bringing workers 
from Alexandria who supposedly also had this knowledge. 
However these new workers did not have the proper skills and 
their breads would spoil or break apart, and the Chachamim had 
to pay the Garmo family a high fee until they agreed to come 
back to work in the Bais HaMikdash.

Bais Garmo defended itself by saying that they had a מסורה that 
the Bais HaMikdash will one day be destroyed and their 
knowledge might ח“ו be used for Avoda Zara. However,

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצא ביד בניהם פת נקייה מעולם
The do deserve praise for the fact that their children would 
never go out with bread made from fine flour, so that nobody 
would suspect them of eating from the Lechem HaPanim.
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
==========

- של בית אבטינס לא רצו ללמד על מעשה הקטורת
The Avtinas family did not want to share their knowledge on 
how to prepare the Ketores Spices. They knew the identity of 
the special spice called מעלה עשן which caused the smoke of the 
Ketores to rise straight up. 

The Braisa relates a similar episode with experts of Alexandria 
who did not know the identity of this spice, etc.
The Avtinas family likewise defended itself for fear of their 
knowledge might someday be used for Avoda Zarah. However;

 בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצאת אשה משל אחד מהן מבושמת
מעולם
None of their women or daughters-in-law would ever wear 
perfume, so that they would not be suspected of misusing the 
.spices for personal use קטרת
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
 

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri related an incident that a family 
member of Avtinas gave him a secret list of the ingredients of 
the קטרת, saying that as long as there were family members 
alive, they would not reveal it.
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Rebbe Akiva, realizing that their secrecy was sincere, said;
- מעתה אסור לספר בגנותן של אלו
We may not disparage Beis Avtinas anymore.
 

The Braisa concludes;
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו
ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא
As Rashi explains;
אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים
Your livelihood is not from man, but from Hashem - Therefore, 
no one can take away what is meant for you.

The Mishnah continues;
- הוגרס בן לוי היה יודע פרק בשיר ולא רצה ללמד
Hugras Ben Levi had incredible musical talent that he did not 
want to share.
He was able to produce particularly beautiful sounds by putting 
his thumb in his mouth and his finger above his top lip, which 
would astound the Kohanim in the Bais HaMikdash.
Tosfos Yeshanim cites the Tosefta that he too was concerned 
that it might later be used for Avoda Zarah.
 

- בן קמצר לא רצה ללמד על מעשה הכתב
Ben Kamtzar did not want to teach his special technique of 
writing.
He was able to place four pens between his fingers and write 
Hashem’s name of four letters simultaneously.
 
The gemara says about these 4 families:
כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם בן קמצר לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
Beis Garmo, Beis Avtinas and Hugras Ben Levi found a 
defense, but Ben Katzar could not provide any defense.
 

The Mishnah and the Braisa conclude;
על הראשונים נאמר (משלי י) זכר צדיק לברכה
ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר ושם רשעים ירקב

The gemara also derives from ושם רשעים ירקב -
- דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child with the name of a Rasha.
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The gemara next cites several teachings about the concept of a 
Tzaddik.
 
אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד עולם נברא
It is worth creating the entire world even for one Tzaddik who 
follows properly in the path of HaShem.
שנאמר וירא אלהים את האור כי טוב ואין טוב אלא צדיק
 

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם עד שנברא צדיק כמותו
A Tzaddik never leaves this world until a new Tzaddik is born 
that will replace him.
שנאמר וזרח השמש ובא השמש
עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא שצדיקים מועטין עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור
HaShem saw that the number of true Tzaddikim in all the 
generations would be few - therefore, He spread them out 
throughout the generations, so that there will be Tzadikim in 
every generation.

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri
 related an incident...

A family member of Avtinas
gave him a secret list

of the ingredients of the קטרת
Saying that as long as                

       there were family members alive
                               they would not reveal it

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח

שלא יצאת אשה משל א' מהן
מבושמת מעולם

לקיים מה שנאמר
והיית� נקיי� מה' ומישראל

ברייתא:
 They defended themselves...

Their knowledge
might be used for Avoda Zara



Intro
 
Today we will בע"ה learn דף ל“ח of מס' יומא -
The topics we will learn about include:
 
The gemara describes the miracles that occurred with the 
copper doors of Niknor that he brought from Egypt specifically 
for use in the Bais HaMikdash.
 

After the previous Mishnah mentioned several cases of people 
who were commended by the Chachamim for what they did in 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Mishnah on this Daf will cite other 
cases where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.The gemara will go into each case in further 
detail, and will explain that 3 out of the 4 were in fact acting לשם 
.שמים
 

The Perek concludes with many Drashas about the concept of a 
Tzaddik and his important role in this world, as well as several 
drashos stressing the importance of trying one’s best to improve 
oneself in this world.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:
 
זכר צדיק לברכה
These words, which come from a פסוק in משלי, denote the 
concept that the memory of a Tzadik and his good deeds bring 
blessing and benefit to the generation after he leaves this world.
 

והייתם נקיים מה‘ ומישראל
A person must be pure and above suspicion in the eyes of 
people, in the same way that he must be pure in the Eyes of 
HaShem
 
וצדיק יסוד עולם
There is one Tzaddik in every generation, whose zechus and 
merit act to protect and benefit the entire world.

So let’s review…..
 
Our Shiur began with a Braisa elaborating on the words of the 
Mishnah,
- ניקנור נעשו נסים לדלתותיו
The Braisa relates that Niknor had gone to Egypt to obtain 
special doors for the Beis HaMikdash. On his return trip, the 
ocean became terribly stormy. One door was thrown into the 
raging waters, but did not calm the storm. They were about to 
throw the second door into the sea, when Niknor held on to the 
remaining door and said that they could only throw this door in 
together with him. Only then did the storm abate. Niknor was 
still upset about the lost door, until they arrived at port in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the second door was right there bobbing in the 
water alongside the boat.
 לפיכך כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני
שנעשו בו נסים
Whereas, all the doors in the Beis HaMikdash were eventually 
replaced with gold doors, the copper doors of Niknor remained 
in place for posterity because of these miracles
==========

After the previous Mishna had mentioned several cases of 
people who were commended by the Chachamim for what they 
did in the Bais HaMikdash, the next Mishna cites other cases 
where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.
Zugt di Mishnah:
- ואלו לגנאי
The following are mentioned for shameful behavior.
 
- של בית גרמו לא רצו ללמד על מעשה לחם הפנים
The Garmo family did not want to share their knowledge of 
how to prepare the Lechem HaPanim.

The Braisa adds that the Chachamim tried bringing workers 
from Alexandria who supposedly also had this knowledge. 
However these new workers did not have the proper skills and 
their breads would spoil or break apart, and the Chachamim had 
to pay the Garmo family a high fee until they agreed to come 
back to work in the Bais HaMikdash.

Bais Garmo defended itself by saying that they had a מסורה that 
the Bais HaMikdash will one day be destroyed and their 
knowledge might ח“ו be used for Avoda Zara. However,

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצא ביד בניהם פת נקייה מעולם
The do deserve praise for the fact that their children would 
never go out with bread made from fine flour, so that nobody 
would suspect them of eating from the Lechem HaPanim.
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
==========

- של בית אבטינס לא רצו ללמד על מעשה הקטורת
The Avtinas family did not want to share their knowledge on 
how to prepare the Ketores Spices. They knew the identity of 
the special spice called מעלה עשן which caused the smoke of the 
Ketores to rise straight up. 

The Braisa relates a similar episode with experts of Alexandria 
who did not know the identity of this spice, etc.
The Avtinas family likewise defended itself for fear of their 
knowledge might someday be used for Avoda Zarah. However;

 בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצאת אשה משל אחד מהן מבושמת
מעולם
None of their women or daughters-in-law would ever wear 
perfume, so that they would not be suspected of misusing the 
.spices for personal use קטרת
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
 

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri related an incident that a family 
member of Avtinas gave him a secret list of the ingredients of 
the קטרת, saying that as long as there were family members 
alive, they would not reveal it.

Rebbe Akiva, realizing that their secrecy was sincere, said;
- מעתה אסור לספר בגנותן של אלו
We may not disparage Beis Avtinas anymore.
 

The Braisa concludes;
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו
ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא
As Rashi explains;
אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים
Your livelihood is not from man, but from Hashem - Therefore, 
no one can take away what is meant for you.

The Mishnah continues;
- הוגרס בן לוי היה יודע פרק בשיר ולא רצה ללמד
Hugras Ben Levi had incredible musical talent that he did not 
want to share.
He was able to produce particularly beautiful sounds by putting 
his thumb in his mouth and his finger above his top lip, which 
would astound the Kohanim in the Bais HaMikdash.
Tosfos Yeshanim cites the Tosefta that he too was concerned 
that it might later be used for Avoda Zarah.
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- בן קמצר לא רצה ללמד על מעשה הכתב
Ben Kamtzar did not want to teach his special technique of 
writing.
He was able to place four pens between his fingers and write 
Hashem’s name of four letters simultaneously.
 
The gemara says about these 4 families:
כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם בן קמצר לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
Beis Garmo, Beis Avtinas and Hugras Ben Levi found a 
defense, but Ben Katzar could not provide any defense.
 

The Mishnah and the Braisa conclude;
על הראשונים נאמר (משלי י) זכר צדיק לברכה
ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר ושם רשעים ירקב

The gemara also derives from ושם רשעים ירקב -
- דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child with the name of a Rasha.
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10 10 The gemara next cites several teachings about the concept of a 
Tzaddik.
 
אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד עולם נברא
It is worth creating the entire world even for one Tzaddik who 
follows properly in the path of HaShem.
שנאמר וירא אלהים את האור כי טוב ואין טוב אלא צדיק
 

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם עד שנברא צדיק כמותו
A Tzaddik never leaves this world until a new Tzaddik is born 
that will replace him.
שנאמר וזרח השמש ובא השמש
עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא שצדיקים מועטין עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור
HaShem saw that the number of true Tzaddikim in all the 
generations would be few - therefore, He spread them out 
throughout the generations, so that there will be Tzadikim in 
every generation.

משנה:
הוגרס בן לוי

היה יודע פרק בשיר
ולא רצה ללמד

He too was concerned
it might later be used for Avoda Zarah

תוס׳ ישנים

Rebbe Akiva
realizing their secrecy was sincere

said...
מעתה אסור לספר

בגנותן של אלו

The Braisa concludes...
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך

ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו

ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא

אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים



Intro
 
Today we will בע"ה learn דף ל“ח of מס' יומא -
The topics we will learn about include:
 
The gemara describes the miracles that occurred with the 
copper doors of Niknor that he brought from Egypt specifically 
for use in the Bais HaMikdash.
 

After the previous Mishnah mentioned several cases of people 
who were commended by the Chachamim for what they did in 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Mishnah on this Daf will cite other 
cases where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.The gemara will go into each case in further 
detail, and will explain that 3 out of the 4 were in fact acting לשם 
.שמים
 

The Perek concludes with many Drashas about the concept of a 
Tzaddik and his important role in this world, as well as several 
drashos stressing the importance of trying one’s best to improve 
oneself in this world.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:
 
זכר צדיק לברכה
These words, which come from a פסוק in משלי, denote the 
concept that the memory of a Tzadik and his good deeds bring 
blessing and benefit to the generation after he leaves this world.
 

והייתם נקיים מה‘ ומישראל
A person must be pure and above suspicion in the eyes of 
people, in the same way that he must be pure in the Eyes of 
HaShem
 
וצדיק יסוד עולם
There is one Tzaddik in every generation, whose zechus and 
merit act to protect and benefit the entire world.

So let’s review…..
 
Our Shiur began with a Braisa elaborating on the words of the 
Mishnah,
- ניקנור נעשו נסים לדלתותיו
The Braisa relates that Niknor had gone to Egypt to obtain 
special doors for the Beis HaMikdash. On his return trip, the 
ocean became terribly stormy. One door was thrown into the 
raging waters, but did not calm the storm. They were about to 
throw the second door into the sea, when Niknor held on to the 
remaining door and said that they could only throw this door in 
together with him. Only then did the storm abate. Niknor was 
still upset about the lost door, until they arrived at port in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the second door was right there bobbing in the 
water alongside the boat.
 לפיכך כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני
שנעשו בו נסים
Whereas, all the doors in the Beis HaMikdash were eventually 
replaced with gold doors, the copper doors of Niknor remained 
in place for posterity because of these miracles
==========

After the previous Mishna had mentioned several cases of 
people who were commended by the Chachamim for what they 
did in the Bais HaMikdash, the next Mishna cites other cases 
where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.
Zugt di Mishnah:
- ואלו לגנאי
The following are mentioned for shameful behavior.
 
- של בית גרמו לא רצו ללמד על מעשה לחם הפנים
The Garmo family did not want to share their knowledge of 
how to prepare the Lechem HaPanim.

The Braisa adds that the Chachamim tried bringing workers 
from Alexandria who supposedly also had this knowledge. 
However these new workers did not have the proper skills and 
their breads would spoil or break apart, and the Chachamim had 
to pay the Garmo family a high fee until they agreed to come 
back to work in the Bais HaMikdash.

Bais Garmo defended itself by saying that they had a מסורה that 
the Bais HaMikdash will one day be destroyed and their 
knowledge might ח“ו be used for Avoda Zara. However,

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצא ביד בניהם פת נקייה מעולם
The do deserve praise for the fact that their children would 
never go out with bread made from fine flour, so that nobody 
would suspect them of eating from the Lechem HaPanim.
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
==========

- של בית אבטינס לא רצו ללמד על מעשה הקטורת
The Avtinas family did not want to share their knowledge on 
how to prepare the Ketores Spices. They knew the identity of 
the special spice called מעלה עשן which caused the smoke of the 
Ketores to rise straight up. 

The Braisa relates a similar episode with experts of Alexandria 
who did not know the identity of this spice, etc.
The Avtinas family likewise defended itself for fear of their 
knowledge might someday be used for Avoda Zarah. However;

 בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצאת אשה משל אחד מהן מבושמת
מעולם
None of their women or daughters-in-law would ever wear 
perfume, so that they would not be suspected of misusing the 
.spices for personal use קטרת
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
 

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri related an incident that a family 
member of Avtinas gave him a secret list of the ingredients of 
the קטרת, saying that as long as there were family members 
alive, they would not reveal it.

Rebbe Akiva, realizing that their secrecy was sincere, said;
- מעתה אסור לספר בגנותן של אלו
We may not disparage Beis Avtinas anymore.
 

The Braisa concludes;
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו
ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא
As Rashi explains;
אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים
Your livelihood is not from man, but from Hashem - Therefore, 
no one can take away what is meant for you.

The Mishnah continues;
- הוגרס בן לוי היה יודע פרק בשיר ולא רצה ללמד
Hugras Ben Levi had incredible musical talent that he did not 
want to share.
He was able to produce particularly beautiful sounds by putting 
his thumb in his mouth and his finger above his top lip, which 
would astound the Kohanim in the Bais HaMikdash.
Tosfos Yeshanim cites the Tosefta that he too was concerned 
that it might later be used for Avoda Zarah.
 

- בן קמצר לא רצה ללמד על מעשה הכתב
Ben Kamtzar did not want to teach his special technique of 
writing.
He was able to place four pens between his fingers and write 
Hashem’s name of four letters simultaneously.
 
The gemara says about these 4 families:
כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם בן קמצר לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
Beis Garmo, Beis Avtinas and Hugras Ben Levi found a 
defense, but Ben Katzar could not provide any defense.
 

The Mishnah and the Braisa conclude;
על הראשונים נאמר (משלי י) זכר צדיק לברכה
ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר ושם רשעים ירקב

The gemara also derives from ושם רשעים ירקב -
- דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child with the name of a Rasha.
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The gemara next cites several teachings about the concept of a 
Tzaddik.
 
אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד עולם נברא
It is worth creating the entire world even for one Tzaddik who 
follows properly in the path of HaShem.
שנאמר וירא אלהים את האור כי טוב ואין טוב אלא צדיק
 

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם עד שנברא צדיק כמותו
A Tzaddik never leaves this world until a new Tzaddik is born 
that will replace him.
שנאמר וזרח השמש ובא השמש
עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא שצדיקים מועטין עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור
HaShem saw that the number of true Tzaddikim in all the 
generations would be few - therefore, He spread them out 
throughout the generations, so that there will be Tzadikim in 
every generation.

וש� רשעי� ירקב

דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child
with the name of a Rasha

על הראשונים נאמר                    
זכר צדיק לברכה

ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר                     
וש� רשעי� ירקב

בן קמצר
לא רצה ללמד

על מעשה הכתב
He was able to place

four pens between his fingers
and write Hashem’s name of four letters

simultaneously

כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם
בן קמצר

לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
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אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד העולם מתקיים שנאמר וצדיק יסוד עולם
The entire world exists in the Zechus of One Tzadik, as the 
Pasuk says:
וצדיק יסוד עולם
 

כיון שיצאו רוב שנותיו של אדם ולא חטא שוב אינו חוט
Once a person keeps the Torah for most of his years, he will no 
longer succumb to sin, as the Posuk says;
- רגלי חסידיו ישמור

We also learn from this posuk;
כיון שבאה לידו דבר עבירה פעם ראשונה ושניה ואינו חוטא שוב אינו חוטא
Once a person passes two tests of the Yetzer Hara, Hashem will 
protect him from further sin.
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בא לטמא פותחין לו בא לטהר מסייעין אותו
One who seeks to defile himself will merely be allowed to do 
so, but one who seeks to purify himself will be assisted from 
Above,
As the Posuk says;
אם ללצים הוא יליץ ולענוים יתן חן
 

עבירה מטמטמת לבו של אדם
Sin pollutes and dulls a person’s heart and soul.
שנאמר ולא תטמאו בהם ונטמתם בם
- אל תקרי ונטמאתם אלא ונטמטם
The words ונטמטם denotes that you will become clogged up and 
impure.

Another drasha on this pasuk:
 תנו רבנן ולא תטמאו בהם ונטמתם בם
אדם מטמא עצמו מעט מטמאין אותו הרבה
מלמטה מטמאין אותו מלמעלה
בעולם הזה מטמאין אותו לעולם הבא
If a person defiles himself and his Neshama even a small 
amount, he will in return be defiled from above.

The same is true of Kedusha, as we learn in the conclusion of 
the Perek:
תנו רבנן והתקדשתם והייתם קדושים
אדם מקדש עצמו מעט מקדשין אותו הרבה
מלמטה מקדשין אותו מלמעלה
:בעולם הזה מקדשין אותו לעולם הבא
If a person makes small movements toward Kedusha he will be 
assisted greatly from above, in this world and in the world to 
come.
 

הדרן עלך אמר להם הממונה
We have B”H completed the Third Perek אמר להם הממונה - and 
will begin the Fourth Perek טרף בקלפי in the next Shiur, B’ezras 
hashem.

רגלי ח�ידיו ישמור

כיון שבאה לידו דבר עבירה
פעם ראשונה ושניה ואינו חוטא

שוב אינו חוטא

כיון שיצאו רוב שנותיו של אדם
ולא חטא

שוב אינו חוטא

רגלי ח�ידיו ישמור

אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד
העולם מתקיים

שנאמר
וצדיק י�וד עול�
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אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד העולם מתקיים שנאמר וצדיק יסוד עולם
The entire world exists in the Zechus of One Tzadik, as the 
Pasuk says:
וצדיק יסוד עולם
 

כיון שיצאו רוב שנותיו של אדם ולא חטא שוב אינו חוט
Once a person keeps the Torah for most of his years, he will no 
longer succumb to sin, as the Posuk says;
- רגלי חסידיו ישמור

We also learn from this posuk;
כיון שבאה לידו דבר עבירה פעם ראשונה ושניה ואינו חוטא שוב אינו חוטא
Once a person passes two tests of the Yetzer Hara, Hashem will 
protect him from further sin.
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בא לטמא פותחין לו בא לטהר מסייעין אותו
One who seeks to defile himself will merely be allowed to do 
so, but one who seeks to purify himself will be assisted from 
Above,
As the Posuk says;
אם ללצים הוא יליץ ולענוים יתן חן
 

עבירה מטמטמת לבו של אדם
Sin pollutes and dulls a person’s heart and soul.
שנאמר ולא תטמאו בהם ונטמתם בם
- אל תקרי ונטמאתם אלא ונטמטם
The words ונטמטם denotes that you will become clogged up and 
impure.

Another drasha on this pasuk:
 תנו רבנן ולא תטמאו בהם ונטמתם בם
אדם מטמא עצמו מעט מטמאין אותו הרבה
מלמטה מטמאין אותו מלמעלה
בעולם הזה מטמאין אותו לעולם הבא
If a person defiles himself and his Neshama even a small 
amount, he will in return be defiled from above.

The same is true of Kedusha, as we learn in the conclusion of 
the Perek:
תנו רבנן והתקדשתם והייתם קדושים
אדם מקדש עצמו מעט מקדשין אותו הרבה
מלמטה מקדשין אותו מלמעלה
:בעולם הזה מקדשין אותו לעולם הבא
If a person makes small movements toward Kedusha he will be 
assisted greatly from above, in this world and in the world to 
come.
 

הדרן עלך אמר להם הממונה
We have B”H completed the Third Perek אמר להם הממונה - and 
will begin the Fourth Perek טרף בקלפי in the next Shiur, B’ezras 
hashem.

תנו רבנן

 ולא תטמאו בה� ונטמת� ב�

בעולם הזה

מטמאין אותו
לעולם הבא

מלמטה

מטמאין אותו
מלמעלה

מעט

מטמאין אותו
הרבה

אדם מטמא עצמו...

עבירה מטמטמת
לבו של אדם

שנאמר
ולא תטמאו בה� ונטמת� ב�

אל תקרי ונטמאתם
אלא ונטמטם

בא לטמא

בא לטהרפותחין לו

מסייעין אותו

א� ללצי� הוא ילי	
ולענוי� ית� ח�
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24 אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד העולם מתקיים שנאמר וצדיק יסוד עולם24
The entire world exists in the Zechus of One Tzadik, as the 
Pasuk says:
וצדיק יסוד עולם
 

כיון שיצאו רוב שנותיו של אדם ולא חטא שוב אינו חוט
Once a person keeps the Torah for most of his years, he will no 
longer succumb to sin, as the Posuk says;
- רגלי חסידיו ישמור

We also learn from this posuk;
כיון שבאה לידו דבר עבירה פעם ראשונה ושניה ואינו חוטא שוב אינו חוטא
Once a person passes two tests of the Yetzer Hara, Hashem will 
protect him from further sin.

DafHachaim.orgDedicated By:
Review

Yoma 38 - 11

יומא דף לח

בא לטמא פותחין לו בא לטהר מסייעין אותו
One who seeks to defile himself will merely be allowed to do 
so, but one who seeks to purify himself will be assisted from 
Above,
As the Posuk says;
אם ללצים הוא יליץ ולענוים יתן חן
 

עבירה מטמטמת לבו של אדם
Sin pollutes and dulls a person’s heart and soul.
שנאמר ולא תטמאו בהם ונטמתם בם
- אל תקרי ונטמאתם אלא ונטמטם
The words ונטמטם denotes that you will become clogged up and 
impure.

Another drasha on this pasuk:
 תנו רבנן ולא תטמאו בהם ונטמתם בם
אדם מטמא עצמו מעט מטמאין אותו הרבה
מלמטה מטמאין אותו מלמעלה
בעולם הזה מטמאין אותו לעולם הבא
If a person defiles himself and his Neshama even a small 
amount, he will in return be defiled from above.

The same is true of Kedusha, as we learn in the conclusion of 
the Perek:
תנו רבנן והתקדשתם והייתם קדושים
אדם מקדש עצמו מעט מקדשין אותו הרבה
מלמטה מקדשין אותו מלמעלה
:בעולם הזה מקדשין אותו לעולם הבא
If a person makes small movements toward Kedusha he will be 
assisted greatly from above, in this world and in the world to 
come.
 

הדרן עלך אמר להם הממונה
We have B”H completed the Third Perek אמר להם הממונה - and 
will begin the Fourth Perek טרף בקלפי in the next Shiur, B’ezras 
hashem. הדרן עלך אמר להם הממונה

בעולם הזה

מקדשין אותו
לעולם הבא

מלמטה

מקדשין אותו
מלמעלה

מעט

מקדשין אותו
הרבה

תנו רבנן

והתקדשת� והיית� קדושי�
אדם מקדש עצמו מעט...



Intro
 
Today we will בע"ה learn דף ל“ח of מס' יומא -
The topics we will learn about include:
 
The gemara describes the miracles that occurred with the 
copper doors of Niknor that he brought from Egypt specifically 
for use in the Bais HaMikdash.
 

After the previous Mishnah mentioned several cases of people 
who were commended by the Chachamim for what they did in 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Mishnah on this Daf will cite other 
cases where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.The gemara will go into each case in further 
detail, and will explain that 3 out of the 4 were in fact acting לשם 
.שמים
 

The Perek concludes with many Drashas about the concept of a 
Tzaddik and his important role in this world, as well as several 
drashos stressing the importance of trying one’s best to improve 
oneself in this world.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:
 
זכר צדיק לברכה
These words, which come from a פסוק in משלי, denote the 
concept that the memory of a Tzadik and his good deeds bring 
blessing and benefit to the generation after he leaves this world.
 

והייתם נקיים מה‘ ומישראל
A person must be pure and above suspicion in the eyes of 
people, in the same way that he must be pure in the Eyes of 
HaShem
 
וצדיק יסוד עולם
There is one Tzaddik in every generation, whose zechus and 
merit act to protect and benefit the entire world.

So let’s review…..
 
Our Shiur began with a Braisa elaborating on the words of the 
Mishnah,
- ניקנור נעשו נסים לדלתותיו
The Braisa relates that Niknor had gone to Egypt to obtain 
special doors for the Beis HaMikdash. On his return trip, the 
ocean became terribly stormy. One door was thrown into the 
raging waters, but did not calm the storm. They were about to 
throw the second door into the sea, when Niknor held on to the 
remaining door and said that they could only throw this door in 
together with him. Only then did the storm abate. Niknor was 
still upset about the lost door, until they arrived at port in Eretz 
Yisroel, and the second door was right there bobbing in the 
water alongside the boat.
 לפיכך כל השערים שהיו במקדש נשתנו להיות של זהב חוץ משערי ניקנור מפני
שנעשו בו נסים
Whereas, all the doors in the Beis HaMikdash were eventually 
replaced with gold doors, the copper doors of Niknor remained 
in place for posterity because of these miracles
==========

After the previous Mishna had mentioned several cases of 
people who were commended by the Chachamim for what they 
did in the Bais HaMikdash, the next Mishna cites other cases 
where the Chachamim were not happy with the actions of 
certain people.
Zugt di Mishnah:
- ואלו לגנאי
The following are mentioned for shameful behavior.
 
- של בית גרמו לא רצו ללמד על מעשה לחם הפנים
The Garmo family did not want to share their knowledge of 
how to prepare the Lechem HaPanim.

The Braisa adds that the Chachamim tried bringing workers 
from Alexandria who supposedly also had this knowledge. 
However these new workers did not have the proper skills and 
their breads would spoil or break apart, and the Chachamim had 
to pay the Garmo family a high fee until they agreed to come 
back to work in the Bais HaMikdash.

Bais Garmo defended itself by saying that they had a מסורה that 
the Bais HaMikdash will one day be destroyed and their 
knowledge might ח“ו be used for Avoda Zara. However,

בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצא ביד בניהם פת נקייה מעולם
The do deserve praise for the fact that their children would 
never go out with bread made from fine flour, so that nobody 
would suspect them of eating from the Lechem HaPanim.
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
==========

- של בית אבטינס לא רצו ללמד על מעשה הקטורת
The Avtinas family did not want to share their knowledge on 
how to prepare the Ketores Spices. They knew the identity of 
the special spice called מעלה עשן which caused the smoke of the 
Ketores to rise straight up. 

The Braisa relates a similar episode with experts of Alexandria 
who did not know the identity of this spice, etc.
The Avtinas family likewise defended itself for fear of their 
knowledge might someday be used for Avoda Zarah. However;

 בדברים הללו מזכירין אותן לשבח שלא יצאת אשה משל אחד מהן מבושמת
מעולם
None of their women or daughters-in-law would ever wear 
perfume, so that they would not be suspected of misusing the 
.spices for personal use קטרת
לקיים מה שנאמר והייתם נקיים מה' ומישראל
 

Rebbe Yochanan ben Nuri related an incident that a family 
member of Avtinas gave him a secret list of the ingredients of 
the קטרת, saying that as long as there were family members 
alive, they would not reveal it.

Rebbe Akiva, realizing that their secrecy was sincere, said;
- מעתה אסור לספר בגנותן של אלו
We may not disparage Beis Avtinas anymore.
 

The Braisa concludes;
בשמך יקראוך ובמקומך יושיבוך ומשלך יתנו לך
 אין אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו
ואין מלכות נוגעת בחברתה אפילו כמלא נימא
As Rashi explains;
אלא מזונות קצובים לך מן השמים
Your livelihood is not from man, but from Hashem - Therefore, 
no one can take away what is meant for you.

The Mishnah continues;
- הוגרס בן לוי היה יודע פרק בשיר ולא רצה ללמד
Hugras Ben Levi had incredible musical talent that he did not 
want to share.
He was able to produce particularly beautiful sounds by putting 
his thumb in his mouth and his finger above his top lip, which 
would astound the Kohanim in the Bais HaMikdash.
Tosfos Yeshanim cites the Tosefta that he too was concerned 
that it might later be used for Avoda Zarah.
 

- בן קמצר לא רצה ללמד על מעשה הכתב
Ben Kamtzar did not want to teach his special technique of 
writing.
He was able to place four pens between his fingers and write 
Hashem’s name of four letters simultaneously.
 
The gemara says about these 4 families:
כולן מצאו תשובה לדבריהם בן קמצר לא מצא תשובה לדבריו
Beis Garmo, Beis Avtinas and Hugras Ben Levi found a 
defense, but Ben Katzar could not provide any defense.
 

The Mishnah and the Braisa conclude;
על הראשונים נאמר (משלי י) זכר צדיק לברכה
ועל בן קמצר וחביריו נאמר ושם רשעים ירקב

The gemara also derives from ושם רשעים ירקב -
- דלא מסקינן בשמייהו
We do not name a child with the name of a Rasha.
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The gemara next cites several teachings about the concept of a 
Tzaddik.
 
אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד עולם נברא
It is worth creating the entire world even for one Tzaddik who 
follows properly in the path of HaShem.
שנאמר וירא אלהים את האור כי טוב ואין טוב אלא צדיק
 

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם עד שנברא צדיק כמותו
A Tzaddik never leaves this world until a new Tzaddik is born 
that will replace him.
שנאמר וזרח השמש ובא השמש
עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא שצדיקים מועטין עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור
HaShem saw that the number of true Tzaddikim in all the 
generations would be few - therefore, He spread them out 
throughout the generations, so that there will be Tzadikim in 
every generation.
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ראה הקדוש ברוך הוא
שצדיקים מועטין

עמד ושתלן בכל דור ודור

אין צדיק נפטר מן העולם
עד שנברא צדיק כמותו

שנאמר
וזרח השמש ובא השמש

עד שלא כבתה שמשו של עלי
זרחה שמשו של שמואל הרמתי

אפילו בשביל צדיק אחד
עולם נברא

שנאמר
וירא אלהי� את האור

כי טוב

ואין טוב אלא צדיק


