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Exodus 32:32
And now, if You would forgive their sin. But if not, erase me now from Y our
book that Y ou have written.”

Rashbam Exodus 32:32
Erase me now from Your book- the book of life that you wrote.

Ramban Exodus 32:32

And now, if You would forgive their sin- In my opinion [the verse means]:
Moshe said, “And now, if You would forgive their sin, in your mercy [that will be
well]; But if not, erase me now in their place from the book of life, and | will share
their punishment”. . .

Numbers11:14-15

14. Alone| cannot carry thisentire nation for it istoo heavy for me. 15. And if
thisishow You treat me, pleasekill meif | have found favor in Your eyes, so
that | not see my evil."

Rashi Numbers11:15

And if thisis how You treat me- Moshe's strength was weakened like a woman,
when Hashem showed him the punishments that would bring upon them in the
future over this (the peopl€e' s complaining). Moshe said before Him, if so [that you
will punishment in such away], then kill mefirst.

Ramban Numbers11:15

Please kill me- the meaning is that You should send against me those who kill
with the sword for “for my death is better” (Y ona 4:3) even by the sword of man
“than to live’” (Yona 4:3) with this grief. [Or] perhaps the word “horgeini (kill
me)” means “take my life” (and not death by the hand of man). . .

Kingsl 19:3-4

When he saw the danger, arose and fled for his life and he came to B€e er
Shevathat isin Judah and heleft the youth (his attendant) there. Hethen went
into the wilderness, a day's journey; and he came and sat under a solitary
juniper tree, and requested for his soul to die. He said, “It is enough! Now,
Hashem, take my soul, for | am not better than my forefathers.”

Rashi Kings| 19:4
He said, “It is enough!- My long life is enough. For how long will | be harried
likethis.

Radak Kings| 19:4

He then went into the wilder ness- Even in the kingdom of Judah he did not feel
safe for he was afraid that Jezebel would send [messengers] to kill him there. So he
went out from the city and went to the wilderness to a place where he would not
find food and [might] die. He would either die [of starvation] rather than live [as a
fugitive] or Hashem would instruct him what to do. He said, “It is enough!-It is
too much for me to have more [life] in this world for | am in danger each and
every day. As Yonason the targum states: “He said, ‘My long life is enough. For
how long will | be harried like this.””

Ralbag Kings| 19:4

And requested for his soul to die- Behold, [because] the hunger was great, he
chose to die. And because of this he said that the span of his life had been enough
and requested from Hashem that He take his soul and that he die for he [felt that
he] was not greater than his fathers that he should deserve to live such an
amazingly long life.

Metzudas David | Kings 19:4

Under a juniper tree- to seek protection in its shadow. And requested- he
requested from Hashem to take his soul and to die by the hands of Heaven. It is
enough! Now- that is to say: “since | am now in pain, | consider my days too
many and | do not want them. So take my life, for | will not live forever, for | am
not better than my fathers that | will be saved from [eventual] death. And if so,
what differenceif | die now or dielater?
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Yonah 4

1. And it displeased Yonah exceedingly, and it angered him. 2. And he
prayed to Hashem and said, "Please, Hashem, was this not my contention
while | was till on my land? For this reason | had hastened to flee to
Tarshish, for | knew that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to
anger, with much kindness, and relenting of evil. 3. And now, Hashem,
take now my soul from me, for my death is better than my life." . ..

8. And it was when the sun shone, that G-d appointed a stifling east wind,
and the sun beat on Yonah's head, and he fainted, and he begged for his
soul to die, and he said, "My death is better than my life" 9. And G-d
said to Yonah; Are you so very grieved about the kikayon? And he
said, " | am very grieved to death.”

Rashi Yonah 4

1. And it displeased Y onah- He said, how the non-Jewish nations will say
that | am a false prophet. 2. Was this not my contentionl- know that if
they repent, Y ou will not destroy them | will appear aliar intheir eyes.

Ibn Ezra Yonah 4

3. And now- Because he saw that Israd would not repent, he feared that
the evil would befall them. Therefore, he prayed: “take now my soul” like
[Moshe prayed] “erase me now” and Elisha. . .

Radak Yonah 4

2. And he prayed- Yonah prayed: “Take now my soul” and he preceded
his prayer with “please Hashem. . .”Was this not my contention- It is
what | thought and | said in my heart, for | was afraid that they would
repent and Y ou would withhold the evil, and their repentance would cause

evil for Isragl. 3. And now, Hashem, take now my soul- that | should not

see the evil [that will befal] lsrael, similar to what Moshe, our teacher,
said (Exodus 32:32): “erase me now from Your book,” and similarly he
said (Numbers 11:15): “ please kill me.”

M etzudas David Yonah 4

3. And now, Hashem- and this | request of You, that You take my life
from me for my death is preferable to my living and seeing the destruction
of my people brought about through me. 8. Stifling [east wind]- that is, it
made such a loud noise until it deafened the ears. And the sun beat- the
sun’s rays beat down on Yona's head. And he fainted- because of the heat
of the wind and the heat of the sun. And he begged for his soul- he
requested that his soul be separated from him so that he might die. And he

said- he said to himself, better is my death than my life. And this is
because he became very sick from the strength of the heat of the wind and
the rays of the sun. And he bore great suffering. 9. To death- until | would
choose death as a result [of losing the protection of the kikayon] or it
means until my death it will greatly disturb me and | will not be comforted

forever.
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Mishna Smachos Chapter 1

Halacha 4: We may not close the eyes of a dying man. Whoever
touches and moves him is a murderer. For R. Meir used to say: He
can be compared to alamp which is flickering; should a man touch it he
extinguishes it. Similarly whoever closes the eyes of a dying man is
considered asif he had taken hislife.

Talmud Bavli, Kesubos 104a

When Rabbi Judah the Prince (Rebbe) was dying, the rabbis decreed a
public fast and offered prayers for the prolongation of his life . .
Rebbe's handmaid ascended the roof and prayed: “The heavenly ones
desires Rebbi [tojoin them] and the mortals desire Rebbi [to remain with
them]; may it be the will [of God] that the mortals may overpower the
immortals’. However, when she saw how often he needed the bathroom,
painfully taking off his tefillin and putting them on again, she prayed:
“May it be the will [of the Almighty] that the heavenly ones may
overpower the mortals’. But since the Rabbis continued their prayers for
[heavenly] mercy she picked up ajar and threw it down from the roof to
the ground. [For a moment] they ceased praying, and the soul of Rabbi
departed.

Talmud Bavli, Nedarim 40A

A student of Rabbi Akiva was ill, but none of the Rabbis visited him.
Rabbi Akiva entered [the student’s room] to visit, and because he
cleaned and swept, the student lived. [The student] said: “Rebbe, you
have caused me to live” Rabbi Akiva went out [to the study hall] and
announced: “Anyone who does not visit the sick- it is as if he spills
blood.” When Rav Dimi came, he said: “Anyone who visits the sick
causes him to live, and anyone who does not visit the sick causes him to
die” Causes him to die!? What has he done [to cause the death] ? Maybe
we should rather say: “Anyone who visits the sick requests mercy [from
Hashem] for him to live, and anyone who does not visit the sick requests
mercy [from Hashem] for him to die” For him to die you think!?
Rather, anyone who does not visit the sick does not pray for him to live
and not for him todie.

Ran, Nedarim 40A

ANYONE WHO DOES NOT VISIT THE SICK DOES NOT PRAY FOR HIM
TO LIVE AND NOT FOR HIM TO DIE: It appearsto methat the Talmud is
saying that sometimesit is necessary to pray for mercy that a sick person
should die. For example, when a sick person is greatly pained and it is
impossible for him to recover as we see in the 12th chapter of the tractate
Kesubos (104A). Since Rebbe's maidservant saw how many times he
needed to go the bathroom and remove his tefillin, and how pained he
was, she said: “May it be the will [of the Almighty] that the heavenly
ones may overpower the mortals,” that is, [she prayed] that Rebbe should
die. And for this reason we say that one who [actually] visits a sick
person helps him with his prayers even [to the paoint of] saving his life;
and one who does not visit a sick person, it is not even necessary to say
that he does not help him him to live, but rather even where there would
be benefit [to the patient] in dying, even with that small favor he does not
help him [by visiting so that he can pray for hisrélief from pain through
death].
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Talmud Bavli, Tractate Ber achos 10A

What did Hashem do? He brought suffering (illness) upon Chizkiyahu, and He
said to Yeshiyahu: "Go and visit the sick one." As it is stated (Kings Il 20:1 and
Yeshiyahu 38:1): In those days, Chizkiyahu took deathly ill, and Yeshiyahu son of
Amotz the prophet came to him and said to him: So said Hashem! Instruct your
household, for you are dying, and you will not live.

What is the reason the verse first states: “for you are dying,” and then states “and
you will not live?” *“You are dying” refers to this world; “and you will not live’
refers to [death in] the World to Come.

[Chizkiyahu] said to [Yeshiyahu]: What is the reason for all this? [Yeshiyahu]
said to him: It is because you did not engage in [the mitzva of] procreation.
[Chizkiyahu] said to him: That was because | saw with Ruach Hakodesh (Divine
inspiration) that immoral children would come forth from me! [Yeshiyahu] said to
him: What concern are the hidden things of Hashem to you? What you are
commanded to do [by Hashem], you are required to do; and what is good before
Hashem, He will do. So [Chizkiyahu] said to [Yeshiyahu]: Give me your daughter
[as a wife]. Perhaps my merits and yours together will cause decent children to issue
from me! [Yeshiyahu] said to him: The decree [of death] has already been passed
upon you. [Chizkiyahu] said to him: Son of Amotz, end your prophecy and
go! | havereceived thisteaching from the house of my father (King David):
Even if a sharp sword rests upon one's neck, he should not refrain from
praying for mercy.

Talmud Bavli, Taanis 23A

One day [Choni] was travelling on the road and he saw a man planting a carob tree.
He asked him, How long does it take [for the treg] to bear fruit? The man answered:
“Seventy years.” He then asked him: “Are you sure that you will live another seventy
years?’ The man answered: | found carob trees [already grown] in the world; as my
forefathers planted these for me, | plant these for my children. Honi sat down to eat
bread and sleep overcame him. As he slept, an outcropping of rock enclosed him and
hid him from sight and he continued to sleep for seventy years. When he awoke he
saw a man gathering the fruit [of the carob tree]. Choni asked him: “Are you the man
who planted [this treg]?" The man answered: “I am his grandson.” Choni said: “It is
apparent that | slept for seventy years.” He then saw his donkey who had given birth
to generations of donkeys. He went to his home. He asked: “Is the son of Choni the
Circle-Drawer till alive? They answered him: “His son is not [alive], but his
grandson is still living.” He said to them: “1 am Choni the Circle-Drawer,” but they
did not believe him. He then went to the study hall and there he overheard the
scholars say: “The law is as clear to us as in the days of Choni the Circle-Drawer, for
whenever he came to the study hall, he would resolve for the scholars any difficulty
that they had.” He said to them: “1 am he!” But, they did not believe him so they did
not give him the honor he was due. He became very upset and he prayed for
[Divine] mercy and died. Rava said: “This is an example of the popular saying,
‘Either companionship or death.””

Talmud Bavli, TractateBava M etzia 84A

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish died, and Rabbi Y ochanon grieved after him greatly. Said
the Rabbis, 'Who shall go to ease his mind? Let Rabbi Elazar ben Pedas go, for his
scholarship is dazzling.” He went and sat before him. To every statement that Rabbi
Y ochanon would say, [Rabbi Elazar ben Pedas] would say: “There is a baraisa which
supports you.” [Rabbi Yochanon] said: “Are you [supposed to be] like the son of
Lakisha (i.e. Reish Lakish)? — with the son of Lakisha, whenever | said something, he
would raise twenty-four objections, to which | gave twenty-four answers, and as a
result [of our exchanges], the matters were clarified. However, you repeatedly say,
"We learn a baraisa which supports you." Do | not already know that my thinking is
correct?  [As a result, Rabbi Yochanon] would go around tearing his
garments and would cry and say: “Where are you, son of Lakisha! Where
are you, son of Lakisha!” and he would scream until he lost his sanity. The
Rabbis prayed for mercy on him, and he died.

Talmud Yerushalmi Tractate Shabbat 19:2 (asper Korban HaEida)
Rabbi Ada bar Ahava had a son born to him who was already circumcised. When they
did the hatafas dam bris (drawing of blood necessary in such cases), the child died.
Rabbi Avin said, rather the child became a pasuah dakah (a form of genital mutilation
that precludes a man from having children and marrying a Jewish woman) and Rabbi
Ada bar Ahava fasted for the [child to di€] (since hewould not be able to become
part of the congregation of Isragl) and he died. The rabbis of Caesaria said the child
became a krus shafcha (another type of genital mutilation that resulted from the
hatafas dambris) and Rabbi Ada bar Ahava fasted for the child and hedied.
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Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah, Chapter 339-Laws of a M oribund Patient

1. The moribund patient is considered alive in all respects. We may not tie up his
jaws, nor may we anoint him with oil, nor wash him, nor stop up his organs. We may
not remove the pillow from under him, nor place him on sand, clay-ground, or earth, nor
may we place on his stomach a dish, shovel, a flask of water or a globule of salt. We
may not summon the towns on his behalf, nor may we hire pipers and lamenting women,
nor may we close his eyes before his soul departs. And whoever closes the eyes of a
dying patient (goses) before death is considered a shedder of blood. One may not rend
garments, nor bear the shoulder in mourning, nor make a lamentation for him, nor bring
a coffin into the house in his presence before he dies, nor may we begin the recital of
‘righteous is the judgement’ before his soul departs. . . .It is similarly forbidden to
hasten the death of a deathly ill patient. For example, for someone who is moribund
for a long time and is unable to depart, it is forbidden to to remove the pillow or the
mattress fromunder him [just] because some say that there are feathers from some fow
that cause this [prolongation of life]. Likewise, he may not be moved from his place. It
is also forbidden to place the synagogue keys under his head in order that he may
depart. However, if there is something that causes a hindrance to the departure of the
soul, for example, close to that house is a knocking sound such as a woodcutter, or
thereis salt on histongue, and these hinder the departure of his soul, it is permitted to
remove it, for there is no direct act involved, since he merely removes an impediment
to death.”

Aruch Hashulchan Yoreh Deah 335 (L aws of Bikur Cholim)

3. The essential part of the mitzvah of bikur cholim is to look into the needs of the ill
person and to do for him what he requires, as is written in Nedarim 40a: A student
of Rabbi Akiva was ill, but none of the Rabbis visited him. Rabbi Akiva entered [the
student’s room] to visit, and because he cleaned and swept, the student lived. [The
student] said: “Rebbe, you have caused me to live.” Rabbi Akiva went out [to the study
hall] and announced: “Anyone who does not visit the sick- it is as if he spills blood.”
And how beautiful it is that in many cities, groups of people called
chevros linah stay with the sick all night land attend to their needs. Because
during the day, in most situations, most of the sick person’s needs are met by
their relatives, but at night, due to exhaustion from working all day, they cannot
help but fall asleep. Therefore, very, very great is the reward for these chevros linah.
And the Sages said, "Whomever visits the sick will be saved from Gehinom. And what
is his reward in this world? Hashem will protect him from his yetzer hara (evil
inclination) and mitigate his suffering, and he will be happy in the land because
everyone will honor him. . ." (see there). And anyone who visits the sick enables him
to live because he prays for him to live. And anyone who does not visit a sick
person does not ask for mercy for him, neither that he should live nor that he
should die - because sometimes one should ask for mercy for that he should die, for
example, if he suffers greatly from his illness and it is impossible, for him to
recover, aswas the case of Rebbi in Perek Hanosei (see the Ran, Kesubos 104A).

I gros M oshe, Choshen Mishpat 11:74D

Regarding the issue of prayingthat a sick person should die.

You asked for me to further clarify my proof from the maidservant of Rebbe (Rabbi
Y ehuda HaNasi) regarding allowing the cessation of prayer [for aterminally ill suffering
person], as the Ran mentions in his ruling on withholding treatment [in such a case].
Certainly a strong proof can be brought from the example of Rebbe's handmaiden, for
we see that her prayers were accepted and superior to the prayers of the Torah scholars
whose pleas were not answered (i.e. they prayed for his recovery, but he remained in his
suffering state). But [it is only] for a man like Rav Chanina Ben Dosa and those of
similar stature, whose prayers are accepted (i.e. who can recognize if his prayers have
been accepted), to carry out the Ran's ruling. For if he sees that his prayers are not
accepted (ineffective), then he knows that the patient cannot continue to live (i.e. his
prayers for recovery are futile). At this point, such people must pray for the patient's
death to ease the sick man's suffering. As Ran writes (Nedarim 40A), sometimes it is
necessary to pray [for mercy] that a sick person should die when it is for the sick
person’s own good. This is the case only when it is clear that the rabbis' prayers are not
being accepted. But this situation is not applicable to our generations, even regarding
the prayers of Torah greats, unless perhaps there are specific individuals unknown to us
[to whom this standard applies]. And if such [unique individuals exist], they should
conduct themselves like the ruling of the Ran who holds like Rav Dimi and rules
that there are times when one should pray [that the sick person] die, asin the case
of Rebbe's handmaiden.

But this [discussion] only refersto prayer [for the death of the suffering individual]
and not to shortening life by action. For that is forbidden even when it is for the
benefit of the one killed and [the per petrator] is subject to death by the sword like
any murderer whose motivation to commit this evil murder is hatred or anger.

- Daniel Eisenberg, MD
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Praying for the Death of a Patient: A Halachic View - Daniel Eisenberg, MD

I gros M oshe, Choshen Mishpat |1:73A*
Aretherepatients who should not betreated soasto prolong their livesfor a
littlewhile?

This question obviously referstoaterminally ill patient who can live for
only several weeks or months, at most. Such patients often should not be
treated. Thekey concernistheir quality of life. In cases of intractable pain, we
have clear instructions from the account of the death of Rebbe, the compiler of
the Mishnah, in Tamud Kesubos 104 [a]. The Talmud describes how his
students prayed that he would remain alive. His maidservant, seeing the great
suffering he was enduring, prayed that the angels above would meet with success
[in their prayers for Rebbe's soul to return to Heaven, [so that the rabbis' prayers
for his continued life] would not be accepted. In order to disrupt the rabbis
prayer service, the maidservant knocked down a large urn. This distracted the
students, [who momentarily ceased their prayers], and as aresult Rebbe was able
todie.

The maidservant was a wise woman, learned in the ways of Torah. As
recor ded elsewhere, [Rebbe's] students learned many things from her, and
for thisreason the Talmud recordsthat her actions wereright and proper.
Nedarim 40 [a] relates an incident involving the students of Rebbe Akiva. They
had neglected to visit one of their colleagues who wasiill, and when Rebbe Akiva
entered the study hall, he criticized them for this. His rebuke, as understood by
the Ran [in his commentary on the Talmud], consisted of the following: "It is
sometimes proper to pray to Hashem for the death of a critically ill person, if he
is suffering greatly and his condition is realy terminal; in short, if there is no
rational hopethat hewill recover."

The Ran concludes that Rebbe Akiva's rebuke of his students was essentially
as follows: "Why didn't you visit your sick colleague? You could have helped
him or prayed for his recovery. If you were convinced that there was no hope of
arecovery, you could at least have prayed for him to die quickly. Even that little
help you withheld from him! The Ran cites the Gemora in Kesubos, referred to
above, as proof that thisis, indeed, the proper response for those who want to do
the mitzvah of visiting the sick. We see that the Ran assumes that the
maidservant's opinion isrecorded asthefinal halachah.

Therefore, if apatient isterminally ill and in intractable pain, sothat there
is no hope of his surviving in a condition free of pain, but it is possible,
through medical or technological methods, to prolong his life, then it is
improper to do so. Rather, the patient should be made as comfortable as
possible, and left without any further intervention. | must emphasize that it
is absolutely forbidden to do anything or to provide any drug that will
shorten the patient's life for even a moment. To do so would be an act of
murder. [Physician assisted suicide is halachically murder, even though the
intent istoshorten the patient'slifefor reasonsof euthanasia.]

*taken from: Responsa of Rav Moshe Feingtein: Care of the Critically I, Vol. 1
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