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INTRODUCTION
TO THE TISHA B'AV WEBCAST

JULY 30, 2020 | OU ISRAEL CENTER | JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

This Tisha B’Av marks the 33rd year that | have been presenting a special Kinot
program, beginning with the first year of my tenure as Rabbi of Congregation

Shomrei Emunah of Baltimore. It is the 20th year since this program has been
part of a webcast production of the Orthodox Union.

This year, circumstances have necessitated changes in the format of the
program. This year’'s program has been prerecorded, several days prior to
Tisha B'Av, and will be available for viewing by people all day long, so that
people all over the world can view it during their Tisha B’Av afternoon.

Its theme will relate to the importance of remembering and never yielding to
despair Hence, the title of this year's program is “Ever to Remember. Never
to Despair!”

We will include recent tragic events in our remarks and have invited several
special guests to address us.

It has been our practice to eulogize several individuals who have passed away
during the past year. The death of the righteous has been compared by our
Sages to the destruction of the Holy Temple. To assist with those eulogies, we
have invited several guests to join us. Eulogizing Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
will be Rabbi Shaul Robinson of Lincoln Square Synagogue in Manhattan, NY, a
close disciple of Rabbi Sacks. Eulogizing Rabbi Yitzchok “ltchie” Lowenbraun,
a longtime NCSY Regional Director and a major figure in the kiruv movement,
will be Rabbi David Felsenthal, himself a major figure in the kiruv world and a
close disciple of Rabbi Lowenbraun. We will also be privileged to hear remarks
from OU Executive Vice President Rabbi Moshe Hauer, who will reflect on the
meaning of the day.
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We will recite a limited number of traditional kinot, along with some
contemporary readings and textual sources.

| express my gratitude to the leadership and staff of the Orthodox Union, to
its president Mr. Moshe Bane, to the executive vice presidents Rabbi Moshe
Hauer and Rabbi Dr. Joshua Joseph.

| express special thanks to my capable and dedicated executive assistant Mrs.
Yocheved Goldberg.

This program is dedicated by Richard and Debra Parkoff in memory of
Richard's parents, Avraham Ben Yitzchak HaKohen, a"h and Rochel Bluma Bat
Yehoshua, a"h.

TZVI HERSH WEINREB
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EVER TO REMEMBER. NEVER TO DESPAIR!

PRESENTATION OUTLINE
July 18, 2021 | Tisha B'Av, 5781

I. INTRODUCTION (see first page of this booklet)

Il. OPENING: DEATHS OF DESPAIR

SOURCES: Nachalat Dan (Modzitzer Rebbe, Rav Yisroel Dan Taub zt"l);
Tefilat Ata Gibor; Talmud Bavli Berachot 18b; Midrash Tanchuma, Sof
Parashat Zot HeBrachah.

THEME: Those who fail to appreciate the Almighty’s creation and His gifts
are like the "dead”. They die “deaths of despair”. His divine patience (Erech
Apayim) brings them back to “life”, to a life of dignity, hope, meaning,

and purpose. Remarks about deaths of despair in contemporary society.
Reference to the Surfside calamity.

TEACHING: Rabbi Nachman of Breslav: “Jews, Jews: Do not despair.”
“If you believe that it is possible to ruin, you must also believe that it is
possible to repair.”

RECITATION: Kinah 9, beginning on pages 254-255

I1l. CAUSES OF THE CHURBAN

SOURCES: Palgei Mayim, commentary on Lamentations by Rabbi Yakov
of Lyssa; Ahavat Yonatan by Rabbi Yehonatan Eybeschutz; Talmud Bavli
Gittin 55b-56a.

THEME AND TEACHING: We must be aware of our behavior and its
possible consequences. We must avoid hatred and shaming others. We
must also get our priorities straight, and understand that considerations of
health and security often override ritual constraints.

RECITATION: Kinah 19, beginning on pages 392-393
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IV. SENSITIVITY, TEARS, PRAYER

SOURCES: Har Yeraeh by Rabbi Arye Finkel zt"(; Kedushat Levi by Rabbi
Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev

THEME: One must open one’s heart to feel the pain of others sufficiently
to evoke tears. Tears lead to sincere and effective prayer, and are
transformational. Rabbi Dr. Abraham Joshua Twerski zt"l exemplified
humane sensitivity to others. Among his numerous teachings was his
insistence that despair can be transformed into hope.

TEACHING: The Rebbe Maharash of Chabad: "Even when the sigh of

a Jew is occasioned by material circumstances, this too is a significant
act of teshuvah. All the more so, a sigh due to an unfavorable spiritual
situation drags one out of the depths of despair and sets him up in a good
place.”

SONG: Hosheah et Amecha, composed by Rabbi Dr. Twerski.
RECITATION: Kinah 20, beginning on pages 406-407

V. TRAGIC DEATH AND CONSOLATION

SOURCES: Kinah 21 Arzei HaLevanon; Rabbi Akiva v'Doro Shel Shmad,
by Rabbi Zvi Infeld; letter of consolation composed by Rabbi Moshe
Mordechai Epstein zt’l, included in the anthology VaYinachem Dovid,
compiled by Rabbi Daniel Hexter

RECITATION: Kinah 21, beginning on pages 414-415

THEME: The 10 martyrs and their story. The essence of Rabbi Akiva:
hope! The death of my dear great-grandson, Mikey, Michoel Dovid
ben Moshe v'Aliza. The letter of consolation by the author of Levush
Mordechai to the parents and young sister of the boy killed by a motor
vehicle on the Sabbath of his bar mitzvah.

TEACHING: Rabbi Akiva was superior to Moshe. He could see light even
in great darkness.

VI. EXODUS VERSUS EXILE

Recitation set to a melody: Kinah 31, beginning on page 515
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VIl. THE YEAR 1096

SOURCES: "The Anguish of the Jews” by Edward Flannery; the
commentary of Rav Soloveitchik zt"l on Kinah 22, page 434-435

THEME AND TEACHING: “To find a year more fateful in the history of
Judaism than 1096 would necessitate going back 1000 years to the fall
of Jerusalem or forward to the genocide of Hitler... It was the year of the
First Crusade...”

RECITATION: Kinah 22, beginning on pages 424-425

SONG: Song #5 Habait Mishamayim U'Reeh composed by the Modzitzer
Rebbe, Rav Shaul Yedidya Elazar Taub zt'l

VIIl. THE HOLOCAUST

SOURCES: HaHaruga Alecha by the Slonimer Rebbe, Rav Noach
Berzofsky zt"l; Yasor Yisrani by Yitzchak Elchonon Gibraltar zt"(; MiTelz ad
Telz by Rav Chaim Stein zt'l

THEME: The unprecedented nature of the Holocaust. A story regarding
the limits of honoring one’s father. A story regarding a mother's
impossible decision. The story of a “Shabbos Yid" in Siberian exile

TEACHING: “If we remain obsessed by the Holocaust we will not be able
to cultivate the joy necessary to rebuild”, personal conversation with the
Bobover Rebbe, Rav Shlomo Halberstam zt’l

RECITATION: Kinah 48, beginning on pages 626-627 composed by the
Bobover Rebbe,

SONG: Mikdash Melech composed by the Bobover Rebbe

IX. PERSONAL PRAYER

SOURCES: Tefila b’'Mechitzas haChafetz Chaim, compiled by Rabbi
Nosson Tzvi Yarom; Shaot Hityachadut by Fanny Noida

X. ZION

Sources; Reading #1 (Kinah 36); HaMaayan, Nissan 5781, "Why is there no
blessing for the mitzvah of settling in the land of Israel?” By Rabbi Jacob
Zisberg
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Theme and teaching: The transcendent nature of Zion. Itis a perennial
and constant obligation to live in the land and to cultivate it. It is the
homeland of the Jews no less than France is the homeland of the French.

Recitation: Kinah 36, beginning on pages 554-555
Song: Song #2, Ki Ayin B'Ayin by Ben Zion Shenker zt"l

XIl. CONCLUSION

SOURCES: “Change and Renewal: The Essence of the Jewish Holidays,
Festivals and Days of Remembrance” by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz zt"l

THEME AND TEACHING:"The Midrash relates that on the day of Tisha
B'Av, at the very time of the Churban, the Messiah was born... To justify all
that happened during the galut — the suffering and the orphanhood, the
humiliation and the tribulations — it does not suffice to merely restore the
situation to its former condition. The redemption must be more than that;
it must raise us to such heights that it will be possible to regard the entire
past as ‘descent for the sake of ascent’.”

RECITATION: Kinah 45, beginning on pages 610-611
SONGS: Song #4, V'Sechazena and song #3, Hosheah et Amecha

Three prominent guests will be addressing us at intervals within
the above program.

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT RABBI MOSHE HAUER will speak
to us about the significance of this day.

RABBI DAVID FELSENTHAL, a major figure in the world of Jewish
outreach, will pay tribute to his mentor Rabbi Yitzchok Lowenbraun zt’|,
formally the regional director for NCSY Atlantic Seaboard and the head
of the Association of Jewish Outreach Professionals.

RABBI SHAUL ROBINSON, Senior Rabbi of the Lincoln Square
synagogue in Manhattan and a close disciple of Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks zt"l, will pay tribute to his very prestigious mentor.

We thank these three prominent rabbis for addressing us.
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19¥ Zion, surely you will inquire after the well-being of your imprisoned
ones, those who seek your well-being and are the remnant of your flock. /
From west, east, north, and south, promote the well-being of the distant and
the close, from every direction. / As well as the well-being of those bound by
longing, shedding tears like the dew on Mount Hermon, wishing to shed them  Ps- 133:3
on your mountains.

niz;'7 Like a jackal, I cry for your anguish, and when I dream of the return of
your captives, I am a harp for your songs. / My heart is to Bethel and yearns
excessively for Peniel and for Mahanayim, and all the places where your pure
ones pray. / There the Divine Presence resides close by, and there your Creator
opened up the gates of heaven opposite your gates. / And the glory of God
alone was your light, and not the sun, the moon, or starlight. / I choose to
pour out my soul at that place where God’s spirit is poured upon your chosen
ones. / You are the royal palace and God’s throne, and how do slaves now sit
on the thrones of your noblemen? / Would that I could wander among the
places where God was revealed to your seers and envoys. / Who can make
wings for me so that I can roam afar and move my ruptured heart to your Ps-s5:8

ruptured hills?

171'9!5 I will fall to my face upon your land and treasure your stones and cherish
your soil. / Twill even stand near the graves of my forefathers and be transfixed
in Hebron at the site of your prestigious graves. / I'will pass through your forest
and your Carmel, and I will stand at your Gilead, and I will be awestruck at
your Mount Abarim. / Mount Abarim and Mount Hor, where there lie the
two great lights; your luminaries and your teachers. / Your souls come alive
[from] the air of your land, and from the flowing myrrh of the dust of your soil,
and the dripping honey of your rivers.

oy It would be pleasant for me to walk naked and barefoot upon the desolate Is. 20:2

ruins that were once your shrines. / In the place of your Ark, now buried, and
in the place of the cherubs who once dwelled in your innermost chambers. /
I will shear myself, cast off my crown of glory, and curse the day that your
saints were defiled in a profane land. / How can I enjoy eating and drinking
when I behold dogs dragging your young lions? / Or how can the daylight be
sweet to my eyes when I still see, in the mouths of ravens, the corpses of your
eaglets? / The cup of agony, slow down! Let up a bit, for already my innards are
full and my soul, embittered. / When I remember Ohola [Samaria], I absorb
your poison, and I remember Oholiva [ Jerusalem] and suck dry your dregs.

19¥ Zion, perfectly beautiful, with love and grace you were bound long ago, Lam.2:15

and bound to you are the souls of your comrades. / Those are the ones who
rejoice in your tranquility, and who are anguished by your ruin, and who
weep for your tragedy. / From the prisoner’s dungeon, they yearn for you and
bow, each one of them from his place, toward your gates. / The flocks of your
multitudes, which have been exiled and dispersed from mountain to hill, have
not forgotten your walls. / They hold fast to your skirts and struggle to rise and
grasp the branches of your palm tree. / Shinar [Babylon] and Pathros [Egypt],
can their greatness compare to yours? And can their vain faith be likened to
your perfect faith and light? / To whom can they compare your anointed one?
And to whom, your prophets? And to whom, your Levites and singers? / They
will fade and totally vanish, these pagan kingdoms, but your power is forever,
and your crowns for all generations.

T Your God has preferred you as an abode, and happy is the man who will
choose to draw near and dwell in your courtyards. / Happy is he who waits
and is privileged to witness the rising of your light, and upon whom your dawn
will break, / To witness the success of your chosen ones, and to delight in your
joy, when you return to your past youth.
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KI'AYIN BE'AYIN YIR"U

Isaiah 51:8

VP INWY PONDIP N 8 Hark, thy watchment they lift up the voice,
PYa Py D 1937 17N> together do they sing; for they shall see, eye
]'],3 'T-ﬂﬂ.’ 3%\’35 12:{'\; to eye, the LORD returning to Zion.
* . T H T ) HY

MIKDASH MELECH

Sanctuary of the King, royal city, n;q‘w?; ALY -[L)n VR rpla)
Arise, go forth from your 'ruined state. M9 i ’NS’ P
Too long have you dwelt in the valley of tears. _ ,
. | X337 PRYa Naw 1o 23
He will shower compassion on you. T rs- 117 ‘7 L
Come, my Beloved, to greet the bride; TR 21 KT

let us welcome the Sabbath. n’zjl'_u naw ns ,ﬂ‘?; J'\K]P‘? 117 ﬂ;‘i
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MASEKHET GITTIN 55:2-56:1
SOURCE: SEFARIA.ORG

125 NWPM TN TNAN DTR MYN ('r’ ,N3 "JV)D) 21N3T 'RN 3N 021 NN
7V 1IN RN RINIINR DIV NN RXNP 121 RINPR 1Y ND
N1 1IN PODNIT RPYR RIM

Apropos the war that led to the destruction of the Second Temple, the
Gemara examines several aspects of the destruction of that Temple in
greater detail: Rabbi Yohanan said: What is the meaning of that which is
written: "Happy is the man who fears always, but he who hardens his heart
shall fall into mischief” (Proverbs 28:14)? Jerusalem was destroyed on
account of Kamtza and bar Kamtza. The place known as the King’'s Mountain
was destroyed on account of a rooster and a hen. The city of Beitar was
destroyed on account of a shaft from a chariot [rispak].

12 77227 HY RXNP MMNIT K12 RINNT DIVIV 1IN RINP 12 RXNDPR
12 Y MR OTR RXNP 2D MR DT YNwh 1) IR RNTIVD TV R¥NP
RXNP

The Gemara explains: Jerusalem was destroyed on account of Kamtza and
bar Kamtza. This is as there was a certain man whose friend was named
Kamtza and whose enemy was named bar Kamtza. He once made a large
feast and said to his servant: Go bring me my friend Kamtza. The servant
went and mistakenly brought him his enemy bar Kamtza.

X121 NIANT X227 Yva X123 X100 0TIN Y9 INR 200 0T PNOWR RNN
AN MT Y RIVAN PV ORARY DRIN 1D INR P19 D1P RIN DY RN RN
RNV RIDIRT

The man who was hosting the feast came and found bar Kamtza sitting at
the feast. The host said to bar Kamtza. That man is the enemy [ba’al devava]
of that man, that is, you are my enemy. What then do you want here?
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Arise and leave. Bar Kamtza said to him: Since | have already come, let me
stay and | will give you money for whatever | eat and drink. Just do not
embarrass me by sending me out.

50A

1Y IR XY 1D IR PATIVOT RIID DT PRIV 127 IR KD D NN
NPORY NPIRY 1T 1P KD HUR PTIv ANa mT 7Y R

The host said to him: No, you must leave. Bar Kamtza said to him: | will give
you money for half of the feast; just do not send me away. The host said to
him: No, you must leave. Bar Kamtza then said to him: | will give you money
for the entire feast; just let me stay. The host said to him: No, you must
leave. Finally, the host took bar Kamtza by his hand, stood him up, and took
him out.

112 N2R POR Y XN RP NTW 22200 89 1327 22 1M D RIn IR
17w YR M om 5K ORTI 72170 10°PY A0 IR HIR R3IIN 2 ’R¥NP
1Y 1227pN R NN RIANP 1D

After having been cast out from the feast, bar Kamtza said to himself: Since
the Sages were sitting there and did not protest the actions of the host,
although they saw how he humiliated me, learn from it that they were
content with what he did. | will therefore go and inform [eikhul kurtza]
against them to the king. He went and said to the emperor: The Jews have
rebelled against you. The emperor said to him: Who says that this is the
case? Bar Kamtza said to him: Go and test them; send them an offering to
be brought in honor of the government, and see whether they will sacrifice
it.

MNN DNOY 2232 KM 12 RTY NRPT 2TNA RNIN RIIY T2 1TY IIX
RIN RDIN IR INTTN RMIN M JTTIT RANT PYIV P72 0D
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The emperor went and sent with him a choice three-year-old calf. While

bar Kamtza was coming with the calf to the Temple, he made a blemish

on the calf’'s upper lip. And some say he made the blemish on its eyelids, a
place where according to us, i.e., halakha, it is a blemish, but according to
them, gentile rules for their offerings, it is not a blemish. Therefore, when
bar Kamtza brought the animal to the Temple, the priests would not sacrifice
it on the altar since it was blemished, but they also could not explain

this satisfactorily to the gentile authorities, who did not consider it to be
blemished.

1MNR? DINPAR ]2 17131 227119 IR MIIN DY DIWN 12N17PY 1321 N1D
27179 MR X9 05 KT VP N0 Nam 1Y Panp Pon 2Hea
10 DWTPA DN PPVN MR 13T

The blemish notwithstanding, the Sages thought to sacrifice the animal as
an offering due to the imperative to maintain peace with the government.
Rabbi Zekharya ben Avkolas said to them: If the priests do that, people
will say that blemished animals may be sacrificed as offerings on the altar.
The Sages said: If we do not sacrifice it, then we must prevent bar Kamtza
from reporting this to the emperor. The Sages thought to kill him so that
he would not go and speak against them. Rabbi Zekharya said to them: If
you kill him, people will say that one who makes a blemish on sacrificial
animals is to be killed. As a result, they did nothing, bar Kamtza's slander was
accepted by the authorities, and consequently the war between the Jews
and the Romans began.

NDIVI 1M1 NN N2INN DNPIAR 12 12131 227 HY 1INIMNIY 3N 227 IR
NXIRN 1IN9IM 13520 X

Rabbi Yohanan says: The excessive humility of Rabbi Zekharya ben Avkolas
destroyed our Temple, burned our Sanctuary, and exiled us from our land.
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FOR A SON SERVING

IN THE ARMY

BY FANNY NOIDA

“Gird your sword upon your thigh, mighty warrior, your glory and your
splendor. In your majesty vide prosperously for the sake of truth and for the

cause of righteousness, and may your right hand show you awesome things.

[psaLms 45:4-5]

‘_My God in the heavens, Lord of Hosts, Who rules with a high
hand over the heavens and the earth: I offer my prayer to you from the
depths of a mother’s heart. My God and God of my forefathers—hear
my prayer in Your great mercy. The time has come for my son to join
the ranks of those who fight for our country, to mainrain its security and
to erase the plotting and wickedness thar threaten the homeland and its
inhabitants. I am thankful to You, my God in heaven, for granting me a
child whose limbs are strong, who is able to bear arms in the noble war for
our country,

But my marernal heart is fearful and trembles at the thoughe of the
dangers and temptations that surround him. He is young and lacking in
experience, far from the teaching of his mother and the guidance of his
father. His heart may easily be drawn after some forbidden thing, and
come to sin. Therefore I pour out my supplication before You, Almighty
God of heaven. Spread Your protection over him, shield him, and surround
him, in Your great kindness. Nurture and strengthen within him every
refined emotion, every positive intention, every remembrance of parental
guidance that is imprinted on his soul, that he may always have in mind

May this child grow up to earn the blessing of his nation and his
countxy, a credit to his faich, performing good deeds, and contributing
to the well-being of society.

My God in heaven, give ear to the prayer of a mother’s heart.

May it be Your will thar his strength grow and multiply, that his
understanding mature, that he develop fully both inwardly and ourwardly.
Watch over him, my Lord, and preserve his integrity, the clarity of his soul,
the tranquillity of his hearr and his nature, which at this time fill all of his
young and tender being;

May he be 2 mouthpiece for You all the days of his life, may You
withhold nothing from his mouth, and may You lead him by green
pastures and by sources of living water.

And to me, my God, grant the joy of watching over my child for many
more years, with blessed marernal love and satisfaction, that my son may

be a source of joy to me. Amen.
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