
 שקולה מיתת צדיקים
כשריפת בית אלקינו
The death of the righteous is equivalent 

to the burning  of the Holy Temple
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Introduction
This Tisha B’Av marks the 34th year that 
I have been presenting a special Kinot 
program, beginning with the first year of my 
tenure as Rabbi of Congregation Shomrei 
Emunah of Baltimore. It is the 21st year since 
this program has been part of a webcast 
production of the Orthodox Union.

This year’s program has once again been 
prerecorded prior to Tisha B’Av and will be 
available on demand for viewing all day so 
that people all over the world can view it any 
time during Tisha B’Av. Its theme will relate 
to heroes and villains, based on the verse 
 The ,שקולה מיתת צדיקים כשריפת בית אלקינו"
death of the righteous is equivalent to the 
burning of the Holy Temple.” (ר"ה דף יח)

We have invited several special guests to 
address us in paying tribute to tzadikim who 
passed away this past year: Rabbi Moshe 
Hauer (OU Executive Vice President) paying 
tribute to Rav Uri Zohar; Rabbi Moshe 
Schwed (Director, OU Daf Yomi Initiative) 

paying tribute to Rav Chaim Kanievsky; Rabbi 
Hillel Tendler paying tribute to his father Rav 
Moshe Tendler; Rabbi Menachem Genack 
(CEO, OU Kosher) paying tribute to Rav 
Simcha HaKohen Kook.

We will recite a limited number of traditional 
kinot, along with some contemporary 
readings and textual sources.

I express my gratitude to the leadership and 
staff of the Orthodox Union, to its president 
Mr. Moshe Bane, and to the executive vice 
presidents Rabbi Moshe Hauer and Rabbi Dr. 
Joshua Joseph.

I express special thanks to the Creative and 
Web departments. I also thank my capable 
and dedicated executive assistant, Mrs. 
Yocheved Goldberg.

This program is dedicated by Richard and 
Debra Parkoff in memory of Richard’s 
parents, Avraham Ben Yitzchak HaKohen, a”h 
and Rochel Bluma Bat Yehoshua, a”h.
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Kurt Rothschild, a”h

The theme of today’s Tisha B’Av program is based upon a 
passage in the Talmud which reads, “The death of the righteous 

is equivalent to the burning of the Holy Temple.”

Just three weeks ago, we were informed of the demise of Mr. Kurt Rothschild, 
a truly righteous individual, who lived for more than a century and whose long 

life was replete with numerous remarkable charitable accomplishments.

He was World Chairman of Mizrachi, and he was a member of 
the boards of Yeshiva University, Bar Ilan University, and Shaarei 
Tzedek Hospital, to name just a few institutions that benefited 

from his philanthropy, compassion, and sage counsel.

Rabbi Naftali Neuberger, the late revered Menahel of Yeshivas Ner 
Israel of Baltimore, would often tell his students that Kurt Rothschild 

was the only person he ever knew who cared for, and offered support 
to, every Jewish person and every important sacred cause.

I cherish the personal relationship I had with Mr. Rothschild in his later 
years, when he resided in Jerusalem. He graced me with his presence at 

several of my public presentations, including the Tisha B’Av webcasts at the 
OU Israel Center, and the English-language Shabbat Shuva sermons that I 

delivered at the Yeshurun Synagogue, where we both prayed regularly.

How proud I am to have been blessed by his friendship and 
encouragement, and by the occasions during which he told 

me his life story from his childhood in Germany and his escape 
from there to England in time to escape the Holocaust.

He related to me fascinating details about his training in the field 
of engineering and about his business successes. He inspired 

me with his remarkable acumen and wise guidance, and, above 
all, with his Ahavat Yisrael and Ahavat Eretz Yisrael.

I extend condolences to his wife Edith, to his children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren, and to all who looked up to him 

as an irreplaceable tzaddik, the last of a generation.

May his memory be a blessing and an example for us all.
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Outline
I. OPENING:

A. Tears in Vain: בכיה לדורות
 o Emunah in Warsaw Ghetto

B. Tears for Torah Sages: שקולה מיתת צדיקים כשריפת בית אלקינו
C. Tears for the Temple

II. SEQUENCE:

A. Kinah 11: ויקונן ירמיהו, page 289 in Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot, with excerpts from 
Eichah chapter 4, pages 42-45 in Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot

 o GUEST: Rabbi Moshe Schwed on Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”l

B. Kinah 12: אהלי אשר תאבת, page 301, with reference to Rav Soloveitchik’s commentary 
on pages 307-308 in Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot

 o EXCURSUS 1: Ramban and Rabbenu Yonah (“Cousins in Covenant”). See:

 • Rabbenu Yonah on Masechet Berachot 29a

 • Medieval lamentation, בורא עד אנה
 • Ramban’s lamentation on the death of his cousin

 • Ramban’s prayer at the ruins of Yerushalayim

 o GUEST: Rabbi Menachem Genack on Rabbi Simcha Hacohen Kook zt”l

C. Kinah 13: אי כה אמר, page 315 in Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot

 o EXCURSUS 2: See:

 • Rav Soloveitchik’s commentary, pages 322-323 in Koren Mesorat 
HaRav Kinot

 • Tanya chapter 42: פרשת דרכים דרך הקודש, דרוש ח
 o GUEST: Rabbi Moshe Hauer on Rabbi Uri Zohar zt”l

D. Kinah 21: ארזי הלבנון, page 415 in Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot

 o EXCURSES 3: Reflections on the unique qualities of Rabbi Akiva

 o GUEST: Rabbi Hillel Tendler on his father, Rabbi Moshe Tendler zt”l

E. Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai

 o Gittin 56a-b: Difficult Decision

 o Berachot 28b: Deathbed Dread (עי' שיח שאול, page שלה)

F. Kinah 27: אז במלאת ספק, page 479 in Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot

 o EXCURSUS 4: Poem by Yehuda Leib Bialer, "עקדת רבי ירמיהו"

G. Europe and the Jews: From the Crusades to the Holocaust

 o Kinah 25: מי יתן ראשי, page 455 in Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot, with 
reference to Rav Soloveitchik’s commentary

 o Kinah 41: שאלי שרופה, page 591 in Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot

 o Holocaust and Halakhah

H. Prayer in the Synagogue

 o The Prayer of the Tosefet Yom Tov

 o The Power of Tears: Rav Dessler

 o The Power of Joy: Imrei Emet

III. CONCLUSION: The Power of Song: Imrei Shaul
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In Tribute
Rav Chaim Kanievsky 

Uri Zohar

Rav Simcha HaKohen Kook

Rabbi Moshe Tendler

Credit: Mishpacha Magazine

Credit: Moshe Milner/GPO

Credit: Meir Tulkoff

Credit: 5townscentral.com
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Killed in Action ________________________________________________ 
A total of 24,068 IDF soldiers, police officers, prison wardens, Shin Bet security service and Mossad agents 
have been killed defending the land of Israel since 1860, the year that the first Jewish settlers left the secure 
walls of Jerusalem to build new neighborhoods. Since Yom HaZikaron - Israeli Memorial Day 2021, 56 IDF 
soldiers and security personnel died, while 84 disabled veterans passed away due to complications from 
injuries sustained during their service. Since there was no specification of which engagement they were 
involved in, or if they died in a terrorist attack, the number has been added to the total without specifying 
the cause.

Killed by Terrorism Over the Past Year ______________________________
From the Oslo Accords (Sept. 1993) until September 2000, nearly 300 Israelis were killed in attacks. During 
the Palestinian Al-Aqsa Intifada (Sept. 2000 - Dec. 2005) another 1,100 Israelis were killed. Since September 
2000, Palestinian terrorist attacks have claimed at least 1,396 Israeli lives. This list includes 21 Israelis killed 
abroad in terror attacks directed specifically against Israeli targets, and three American diplomatic personnel 
killed in Gaza. It does not include nine IDF soldiers killed during Operation Cast Lead or the IDF soldiers 
killed in Operation Protective Edge.

May 5, 2022

Boaz Gol (49), Yonatan Havakuk (44), Oren Ben 
Yitfah (35)

A terrorist attack in the city of Elad left three men 
dead and eight injured, one critically.

April 29, 2022

Vyacheslav Golev (23)

Two Palestinian terrorists murdered Vyacheslav 
Golev, a security guard, at the entrance to Ariel.

April 7, 2022

Tomer Morad (28), Eytam Magini (27), Barak 
Lufan (35)

A shooting at a downtown Tel Aviv bar left three 
people dead and seven others were wounded and 
hospitalized. 

March 29, 2022

Amir Khoury (32), Ya’akov Shalom (36), Avishai 
Yehezkel (29), Victor Sorokopot (38), Dimitri 
Mitrik (23)

Five people were killed during a series of drive-by 
shootings in Bnei Brak. The perpetrator was Diaa 
Hamarsheh who had been imprisoned in 2015 for 
charges of supporting terrorism as well as arms 
trafficking.

March 27, 2022

Yezen Falah and Shirel Abukarat, (both 19)

Two Border Police officers were killed by two terrorists 
believed to be supporters of the Islamic State.

March 22, 2022

Doris Yahbas (49), Laura Yitzhak 43), Rabbi 
Moshe Kravitzky and Menahem Yehezkel, (67)

Four people were killed and two more were injured 
during a stabbing and vehicle-ramming attack by an 
Islamic State supporter in Beersheba.

December 16, 2021

Yehuda Dimentman (25)

Palestinians ambushed a car driving near Homesh in 
the West Bank. Dimentman was killed and two other 
Israelis wounded.

November 21, 2021

Eliyahu David Kay (26)

Kay, a recent immigrant from South Africa, was 
gunned down in a terror attack in Jerusalem on his 
way to prayer at the Western Wall.

August 30, 2021

St.-Sgt. Barel Hadaria Shmueli (21)

Shmueli was fatally wounded when a Palestinian 
gunman in Gaza fired at him from point-blank range.
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Emunah in Warsaw Ghetto
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Rabbenu Yonah on Masechet Berachot 29a 



9 | Tisha B’Av 2022

Medieval Lamentation, בורא עד אנה
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Medieval Lamentation, בורא עד אנה
(Continued)
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Medieval Lamentation, בורא עד אנה
(Continued)
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Medieval Lamentation, בורא עד אנה
(Continued)
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Ramban’s Lamentation on the Death of His Cousin
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Ramban’s Prayer at the Ruins of Yerushalayim
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Ramban’s Prayer at the Ruins of Yerushalayim
(Continued)
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Poem by Yehuda Leib Bialer, "עקדת רבי ירמיהו"
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The Prayer of the Tosefet Yom Tov
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אמרי אמת, ״שמעתי מהרב אלימלך בידרמן״
אדמו״ר מפיאסעצנא, אש קודש
פרשת דרכים דרך הקודש, דרוש ח
הרב צבי אינפלד, רבי עקיבא ודורו של שמד. מוסד הרב קוק, ירושלים
יהודה ליב ביאלר, אשדות ימים - שירים. מוסד הרב קוק, ירושלים
רוני גולדשטיין, חיי ירמיהו. מוסד ביאליק, ירושלים
הרב דסלר, מכתב מאליהו ח״ד
רבי יום טוב ליפמאן העליר, מגילת איבה
הרב שאול ישראלי, שיח שאול עה״ת
חיים ע. קוליץ, ראש לחכמים
רב יעקב קאפל שוורץ, יקב אפרים
רב חיים דוד שעוועל, כתבי רמבן כרך ראשון
תלמידי רבנו יונה, ברכות כט:א
תלמוד בבלי, גיטין נו:א-ב

A beautiful traditional rendition of lamentation בורא עד אנה can be heard here (note that there 
is musical accompaniment to this recording): youtube.com/watch?v=XoRbxVvgWQ4


