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This Tisha B’Av marks the 35" year that | have
been presenting a special Kinot program, begin-
ning with the first year of my tenure as Rabbi of
Congregation Shomrei Emunah of Baltimore. It is
the 22" year since this program has been part of
a webcast production of the Orthodox Union.

This year's program has once again been prere-
corded prior to Tisha B’Av and will be available
on demand for viewing all day so that people all
over the world can view it any time during Tisha
B’Av.

The title for my Tisha B'Av presentation this year
is: “From Haunted History to Hopeful Horizons.”
We will be discussing and reciting a number of
traditional kinos, along with some contemporary
readings and textual sources. Our primary focus
will be the destruction of the two Batei Mikdash,
Holy Temples, and the contemporary significance
of those events. We will also examine works
pertaining to other catastrophic events, ranging
from the Crusades and the expulsion of the Jews
from Spain to the Holocaust and recent acts of

terror and antisemitism. We will be exclusively
using the Koren Mesorat HaRav Kinot, which will
serve as our basic text.

Rabbi Moshe Hauer (Executive Vice President,
OU), Rabbi Avi Berman (Director-General, OU
Israel), and Rabbi Ezra Friedman (OU Kosher, Isra-
el) will be reflecting on noted figures who have
passed away in the last year.

| express my gratitude to the leadership and
staff of the Orthodox Union, to its president Mr.
Mitchel Aeder, and to executive vice presidents
Rabbi Moshe Hauer and Rabbi Dr. Joshua Jo-
seph.

| express special thanks to the Torah Initiatives,
Creative, and Web departments. | also thank my
capable and dedicated executive assistant, Mrs.
Yocheved Goldberg.

This program is dedicated by Richard and Debra
Parkoff in memory of Richard’s parents, Avraham
Ben Yitzchak HaKohen, a"h and Rochel Bluma
Bat Yehoshua, a"h.




I. OPENING

A.

Essay by Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev which is included in his masterwork, Ke-
dushas Levi, in the section which contains his commentary on Pirkei Avos 4, Parshas
Devarim, 5573 (1773).

II. SEQUENCE: RECITATION OF KINOS, TRADITIONAL AND RARE

A
B.
C.

Kinah 9: '"nO1x9n nJ'x, page 255
Excursus: Rav Soloveitchik on the nature of Tisha B'Av.
Kinah 19: 'n 77, page 393
0 The Concept of Sinas Chinam: Yoma 9b
+ Tochecha, a poem by Aaron Mirsky
+ The story of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza (Gitten 55b)
0 The Concept of Ahavas Chinam

Suggested reading: Tomer Devorah (the Safah Berurah edition) by
Rabbi Moshe Cordovero

. Kinah 33: 111U 72X, page 533. This is about the crusades and remembrance (zikaron)

and transforming raw memory into anguish, a concept introduced by the author of
Meshech Chochma.

. The Expulsion from Spain and the tragic life of Don Isaac Abravanel

o A kinah written on the occasion of the Expulsion of the Jews from Spain,
author unknown.

. Recitation of names of the many civilian victims of terror and soldiers who were killed

in action.

O Special attention to Mrs. Chana Nachenberg, a victim of the 2001 Sbarro
terror attack who clung to life until this past year.

. In Memoriam

o Rabbi Avi Berman and Rabbi Ezra Friedman will converse in dialogue about
two great leaders whom they knew well: Rabbi Chaim Druckman and
Rabbi Sholom Gold.

o Rachel Yaniv eulogizes her two brothers, Hallel and Yagel Yaniv, both vic-
tims of terror.

o Rabbi Hauer's striking remarks.
o Reflections on the lives of:

Rabbi Gershon Edelstein, zt"l, a rosh yeshiva of Ponovezh Yeshiva
for the last 80 years until he passed away at 100.

Rebbetzin Bruria David, a”h, noted pedagogue who taught thou-
sands of young women and who was of major assistance to her
prestigious father, Rav Yitzchok Hutner, zt"l.

. Horizons of Hope

o Rabbi Maurice Lamm: The Jewish Way in Death and Mourning

o Neginah as a stimulus for hope: Chazzan Yossele Rosenblatt’s suggested
text and proposed music for the State of Israel’s national anthem.

o "Hazorim bedima berina yiktzoru,” tears of sorrow lead to songs of hope.

0 “Look down from heaven, O Lord,” a melody composed by the Modzitzer
Rebbe.



In this kina, each stanza begins with the first word of the corresponding verse in Eikha chapter
2, comparing it to the covenant laid out at the beginning of Leviticus chapter 26. In the first
eleven stanzas, the last stich recalls the promises of reward for keeping the mitzvot (Lev.
26:3-13), and in the latter eleven stanzas, the last stich is based on the first eleven verses of
punishment (the Tokhaha, or Rebuke) for breaking the covenant (ibid. 14~24). The kina is laid
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This kina is based on Daniel 9:7, the verse which also begms the Selihot service in the

Ashkenazzc tradition. The first line of each stanza starts with Wlth You, O LoRrp, is the rlght i
LTI M ']]7 and the second with "And the shame is on us” *...2 097 N2 1151 with

each subsequent word following the alphabet. Commentary for this kma begms on page 396.
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33

This king, like the previous one, shows a similar combination of styles. Each stanza is divided
into two internally thyming lines, with alternating refrains. However, the lines themselves are
not identical in form — the first line of each stanza has two stichs, while the second has three. The
alphabetic acrostic is followed by 30172 29971 DI X (“T am Menahem the lowly, son of
Rabbi Makhir"), identifying the author as a member of the aristocratic Benei Makhir family
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Chazan, Robert: In the Year 1096

Flannery, Edward: The Anguish of the Jews

Hay, Malcom: Europe and the Jews

Koren Mesorat KaRav Kinot, OU Press, New York, NY

Kaplan, Chaim A.: Scroll of Agony: The Warsaw Diary of Chaim A. Kaplan
Lamm, Maurice: The Power of Hope

Netanyahu, B.: Don Isaac Abravanel: Statesman and Philosopher
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